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SORCERY, OK WITCHCRAFT. 



" Nocte volant, paerosque petunt nutrieis egentes ; 
£t vitiant canis corpora rapta suis. 
Carpere dicontur lactentia Tiacera rostris ; 
Et plenum poto sanguine guttur habent.*' 

Ovid, Fast. lib. vi. 1. 135. 



Waiving the consideration of the many 
coDtrovenies formerly kept up on this subject, 
founded on misinterpretation of various pas- 
nges in the sacred writings, it is my purpose, 
in the present section, to consider Witchcraft 
, only as a striking article of popular mytho- 
logy; which however bids fair in another 
century to be entirely forgotten. 



WiTCHCBAFT is defined by Reginald Scot, 
in his *< Discovery," p. 284, to be, "in estima- 
tion of the vulgar pople, a supernatural work 
between a corporal old woman and a spiritual 
devil :" but, he adds, speaking his own senti- 
ments on the subject, " it is, in truth, a cozen- 
- ing art, wherein the name of God is abused, 
prophaned, and blasphemed, and his power 
attributed to a vile creature." 

Perkins defines Witchcraft to be "an art 
serving for the working of wonders by the 
assistance of the Devil, so far as God will 
permit." 

Delrio defines it to be "an art in which, by 
the power of the contract entered into with 
the Devil, some wonders are wrought which 
pass the common understanding of men." 

VOL. III. 



Witchcraft, in modem estimation, is a kind 
of sorcery (especially in women ) (^), in which 
it is ridiculously su])posed that an old wo- 
man, by entering into a contract with the 
Devil, is enabled in many instances to change 
the course of nature, to raise winds, perform 
actions that require more than human strength, 
and to afflict those that offend her with the 
sharpest pains. (') 

According to the popular belief on this 
subject, there are three sorts of Witches : the 
first kind can hurt but not help, and are with 
singular propriety called the Black Witches. 

The second kind, very properly called 
White ones, have gifts directly opposite to 
those of the former ; they can help, but not 
hurt. (») 

The third species, as a mixture of white 
and black, are styled the Grey Witches; for 
they can both help and hurt. (*) 

Thus the end and effect of Witchcraft seems 
to be sometimes good and sometimes the direct 
contrary. In the first case the sick are healed, 
thieves are bewrayed, and true men come to 
their goods. In the second, men, women* 
children, or animals, as also grass, trees ot 
com, &c., ate \ival. 
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The mode of becoming a Witch, according 
to Grose, is as follows : ('; *' a decrepit super- 
annuated old woman is tempted by a man in 
black to sign a contract to become his, both 
soul and body. On the conclusion of the 
agreement (®) he gives her a piece of money, 
and causes her to write her name and make 
her mark on a slip of parchment with her own 
blood. Sometimes also on this occasion the 
Witch uses the ceremony of putting one hand 
to the sole of her foot, and the other to the 
crown of her head. On departing, he delivers 
to her an imp, or familiar. (^) The familiar, 
in the shape of a cat or kitten, a mole, miller- 
fly, or some other insect or animal, at stated 
times of the day, sucks her blood, through 
teats on different parts of her body," (®) There 
is a great variety of the names of these imps 
or familiars. 

The Sabbath of Witches is a meetiag to 
which the sisterhood, after having been 
anointed with certain magical ointments, pro- 
vided by their infernal leader, are supposed to 
be carried through the air on brooms, coul- 
staves, spits, &c. (•) 

At these meetings they have feastings, mu- 
sic, and dancing, the Devil himself conde- 
scending to play at them on the Pipes or 
Cittern. 

Tliey afterwards proceed at these Assemblies 
to the grossest impurities and immoralities, 
and it may be added blasphemies, as the 
Devil sometimes preaches to them a mock 
sermon. (^®) 

They afterwards open graves for the pur- 
pose of taking out joints of the fingers and 
toes of dead bodies, with some of the^winding- 
sheet, in order to prepare a powder for their 
magical purposes. Here also the Devil dis- 
tributes apples, dishes, spoons, or other trifles, 
to those Witches who desire to torment any 
particular person, to whom they must present 
them. Here aU», for similar purposes, the 
Devil baptizes waxen images. (") 

Sometimes Witches content themselves with 
a revenge less than mortal, causing the objects 
of ieir hatred to swaDow pins, crooked 
nails, (^*) dirt, cinders, and trash of all sorts ; 
or by orying up their cows and killing their 
oxen ; or by preventing butter from coming 
in the chum, or beer from working. Some- 
thnes^ to vex. sguires^ justices, and country 



parsons, fond of hunting, they change them- 
selves into hares, and elude the speed of tlie 
fleetest dogs. (>*) 

In vexing the parties troubled, Witches are 
visible to them only ; sometimes such parties 
act on the defensive against them, striking at 
them with a knife, &c. 

Preventives, according to the popular be- 
lief, are scratching or pricking a Witch ; (") 
taking the wall of her in a town or street, and 
the right hand of her in a lane or field ; while 
passing her, by clenching both hands, dou- 
bling die thumbs beneath the fingers ; and also 
by saluting her with civil words before she 
speaks; but no presents of apples, eggs, or 
other things, must be received from her (Xi 
any account. ('*) 

Various were the modes of trying Witches. 
This was sometimes done by finding private 
naarkseo their bodies ; Q^) at others by weigh- 
ing the sospected wretch against the Church 
Bible ; ( ^'') by another method she was made 
to say the Lord's Prayer. Q^) She was some- 
times forced to weep, and so detected, as a 
Witch can shed no more than three tears, and 
those only from her left eye. Q*) Swimming 
a Witch was another kind of popular ot- 
deal. C®) By this method she was handled 
not less indecently than cruelly ; for she was 
stripped naked and cross bound, the right 
thumb to the left toe, and the left thumb to 
the right toe. In this state she was cast into 
a pond or river, in which, if guilty, it was 
thought impossible for her to sink. 

Other methods of detecting a Witch were, 
by burning the thatch (*^) of her house, or by 
burning any animal supposed to be bewitched 
by her; as a hog or ox; these, it was held, 
would force a Witch to confess. 

There were other modes of trial, by the 
stool, (**) and by shaving off every hair dt 
the Witch's body. 

Witches were also detected by putting hair, 
parings of the nails, and urine of any perscm 
bewitched into a stone bottle, and hanging it 
up the chimney, (**) 

Some persons were supposed by the popu- 
lar belief to have the faculty of distinguidi- 
ing Witches. These were called Witch- 
Finders. (**) 

The Witch Statutes, in our code of laws, 
were enacted in the 33rd year of Henry Ae 
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>) Hift Ist of James the Finty(**) 
h of George the Second. (•^) 
seTere laws once in force against 
:o the disgrace of humanity, great 
»f innocent persons, distressed with 
od age, were brought to violent and 
eiids. 

efulam^s reflections on Witches, in 
century of his " Natural History," 
e contrast to the narrow and bigoted 
le royal author of " The Daemon- 
'* Men may not too rashly believe 
aion of Witches, nor yet the evi- 
linst them : for the Witches them- 
imaginative, and believe oftentimes 
At #bich they do not ; and people 
lous in that point, and ready to im- 
doits and natural operations to 
ft. It is worthy the observing, that, 
tncient and late times, (as in the 
n Witches, and the meetings of 
iist have been recorded by so tnany 
iessions,) the great wonders which 
of carrying in the air, transforming 
s into other bodies, &c., are still re- 
be wrongfht, not by incantatioiis or 
B8, but 1^ ointments and anointing 
s all over, this may justly move 
thiidc that these fables are the effects 
oettion; for if is cettain that oint- 

all, (if they be laid on anything 
y stopping of the pores, shut in the 
emd send Siem to the head extremely. 

the particular ingredients of those 
ointments, it is like they are opiate 
riferous: for anointing of the fore- 
:k, feet, backbone, we know is used 
ring dead sleeps. And if any man 
this effect would be better done by 
poticms, answer may be made that 
cines which go to the ointments are 
, that if they were used inwards they 
lU those that use them, and therefore 
k potently though outwards." 

play of " The Witch of Edmonton," 
ley, Dekker, Ford, &c., 4to. Lond. 
ready quoted, act ii. sc. i. the Witch, 
1 Sawyer, is introduced gathering 
itii this soliloquy : 
- " Why should the envious world 
r all their scandalous malioe upon 
le. 



^Caose I am poor, deform'd, and ignorant, 
Aud like a bow buckled and bent togedier 
By some more strong in mischiefs than my- 
self? 
Must I for tliat be made a cornmon sink 
For all the filth and rubbish of men's 

tongues 
To fall and run into ? Some call me Witch; 
And, being ignorant of myself, they go 
About to teach me how to be one; urging 
That my bad tongue (by their bad usage 

made so) 
Forespeaks their cattle^ doth bewitch their 

com, 
Themselves, their servants, and their babei 

at nurse. 
This they enforce upon me, and in port 
Make me to credit It" («•) 



In an account of Witchcraft, the Cat^ whd 
is the sine qu^ non of a Wit6h, deserves pnrti- 
cular consideration, C) If I mistake not, 
this is a connexion which has oOst our do- 
mestic animal all that peTseoulion with which 
it is, by idle boys at least, incessanily pus 
sued. (^) In ancient times the ease wasvefy 
difterent. These animals were anciently re- 
vered as emblems of the moon, skid aiHMMig 
the Egyptians were on that accoant so h^hly 
honomedas to receive sacrifiieiet and ckv(H 
tions, and had stately temples erected to tbrilr 
honour, (a) It is said that in whatever hooiCF 
a Cat died all the family shaved their eye- 
brows. No favoiudte lap-dog among the 
modems has received suoi posthumous ho- 
nours. Diodoms Siculus relates that, a 
Roman happening accidentally to kill a cat, 
the mob immediately gathered about the house 
where he was, and neither the entreaties of 
some principal men sent by tibe king, nor the 
fear of the Romans, with whom the Egyp- 
tians were then negotiating a peace, eouM save 
the man's life. 

The following particulars relating to a 
game, in which a Cfat was treated with salvage 
cruelty by our barbarous asicestOTs, still or 
lately retained at Kelso, C*) are extracted hoTh. 

(•) Cofrnpue** ftnsjrf %\«»«»r -^^.Vw.-^. «». 
m K town otiVv ^^^ VtitaisjyMA, \k*b% ^Ss^to^ 
on tne noTtlieni\MLii\i ot \}bke^^«e^. 
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A particular DescripHon of the Town of 
Kelfo/' &c., by Ebenezer Lazams, 8yo. Ke\ao, 
1789, p. 144: 

** Tnere is a society or brotherhood in the 
town of Kelso, which consists of farmers' ser- 
vants, ploughmen, husbandmen, or whip-men, 
who bold a meeting once a year for the pur- 
pose of merriment and diverting themselves : 
oeing all finely dressed out in their best 
clothes, and adorned with great bunches of 
beautiful ribands on the crown of their heads, 
which hang down over their shoulders like so 
many streamers. By the beating of a drum 
they repair to the market-place, well mounted 
sipon fine horses, armed with large clubs and 
tfteat wooden hammers, about eleven o'clock 
in ^e forenoon, when diey proceed to a com- 
mon field about half a mile from the town, 
attended all the way with music and an un- 
disciplined rabble of men, women, and child- 
ren, for the purpose of viewing the merriment 
of a cat im barrel, which is highly esteemed 
■by many for excellent sport. The generalis- 
timoofthis regiment of whip-men, who has 
the honourable style and title of my lord, be- 
ing arrived with the brotherhood at the place 
of rendetvous, the music playing, tiie drum 
'beating, and their flag wavmg in the ur, die 
poor timorous cat is put into a barrel partly 
•tufied with soot, and dien hung up between 
two high poles, upon a cross-beam, below 
which they ride in succession, one after an- 
4itihar> beueging poor puss witii their large 
<^abs and wooden hammers^ Tlie barrel. 



after many a frantic blow, being broken, tiis 
wretched animal makes her reluctant appear- 
ance amidst a great concourse of spectaton, 
who seem to enjoy much pleasure at the poof 
animal's shocking figure, and terminate htt 
life and misery by barbarous cruelty." (•*) 

The author, having called the perpetxatoii 
of this deed by a name no softer than that of 
the " Savages of Kelso," concludes the M 
act with the following miserable couplet: 

" The cat in the barrel exhibit! such a faice^ 
That he who can relish it is worse than an 






ass." 

The second act is described as ioWomti 
" The cruel brotherhood, having sacrificed 
this useful and domestic animal to the idol 
of cruelty, they next gallantly, and with grerf 
heroism, proceeded with their sport to die de- 
struction of a poor simple gooee, whidi ii 
next hung up by the heels, like the worst of 
malefactors, with a convidsed breast, in the 
most pungent distress and struggling for li- 
berty ; when this merciless and profligate 
society, marching in succession, one after 
another, each in his turn takes a barbacons 
pluck at the head, quite regardless of its mir 
sery. After the miserable creature has re- 
ceived many a rude twitch, the head is carried 
away." They condnde their sports with a 
clumsy horse-race. Our author has omitted 
to mention on what day of the year aU this 
was done. He sajrs, however, it is now left 
off. 



NOTES TO SORCERY, OR TTITCHCRAFT. 



(t) Kins Jameses iMSon, in 
iilg^T." why Owi* ai« or wcie 
gtv«ii ti> Witchoalt for one i 
«& ^PIk icaoQii is caBT«*' as this 
uudi thinks. ** fiv.' as that sex 
^Mi «. w is it easier to be e 
gnHse sasRs ^ ^ DxvdL 
wvtwl to Vrtw*bytl» *^ 



his'* 
twenty w o men 
bcurioQs. 
sagacious mo- 
is trailer than 
in these 
over well 
sdcrciTin^ 

.CS CUSBI 




(■) IHMk is derived from the Datch IFi^ 
^ii»j which signifies whinnyii^ and neig^biog 
like a hofae : in a secondarr setHc, «1«ft^ to 
fbietel] and propbesr; bccaose die Gevmam, 
as T^itus infbnns us. oscd to dirine and 
foretell tilings to come by the whimyii^ and 
neighix^^ of their hcnes^ Hb wonls are. 

InGlanvirs "-SaddncBmis T^nnnplkatiH,'* 
postscript, p. la. Witch is derivvd from the 
verb •*»(> weet,*" ^> kxuw, ». #. -^tibe kz»ovii« 
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(iibbon, ia hii ■< Decline and Fall of ibe 

Roman Empire," vol. viii. edit. 178^-90, p. | 
lOT, ipeakiBg of the Uwi of the Lombard), | 
Ji. D. 643, telli lu: "The ignorance of the , 
Lomboidi, inlheitateofPnganiimDiChrilt- . 
wnity.gave implicit credit to Ihe malice ami 1 
miicliief of Wilchcraft : but the judge* of the I 
feventeenth century migbt bave been iiutructed | 
and confounded by the wiidom of Rolhari*, i 
who derida the aluurd tuperMition, and pro- | 
tccti the wretched viclims of populat oi ju- 
dicial cruelly." He adds in a note: ".See 
Lege* Rothuia, No. 379, p. 47. Striga ii 
toed at the uame of Witch. It. is of the 

Kreit claaiic origin (Horat, Epod. v. 20 ; 
tron.c. 131); and from the word* of Pe- 
troniui (qiue Sfriget cumedftuntnervoituoi!) 
it ma; be inferred titat the prejudice waa of 
Italian rather than barbaric eiltaction." 

Gaule, inbib " Select Case> afCunacience 
touching Witches and WilchoraftB," 13mo. 
Loud. 1616, observei, p. 4, " In eiery place 
and parith, every old woman wilh a wrinkled 
&ce, a furred brow, a hairy lip, a guhber 
toolh. a tquint eye, a squeaking roice, a 
scolding tongue, having a rugged coate on her 
buk, a aVull-cap on her heail, a apindle in 
lier hand, a dog or cat by her aide, is not 
only auapected but pronounced for a Witch." 
" Every new liiaeaae, notable accident, miracle 
of uature, rarily of art, nay, and atrange work 
or just judgtneiitof Gad,ii tiy them accounted 
for no other but an actor effect of witchcraft." 
He says, p. 10, "Some say tlie Devill was the 
flnt Witch when he plaid the impostor wtib 
our first parents, possessing the Serpent (as his 
impe) to their delusion (G^n. iii.); and it is 
whispered that our grandame Eve was a little 
guilty of such liind of society." 

Henry, in his "History uf Gi«at Britain," 
vol. iv. p. 943, 4to.. speaking of our maiiners 
between A. D. 1399 and HM, says, "Ibere 
was not a man then in England who enter- 
tained the least doubt of the tealin of Sorcery, 
Necromancy, and other diabolical arts." 

C) By lbs following lines of Dryden, bow- 
ever, ibe White Witcb seems to have a itiong 
hMikeiing after miichiaf : 



malefli 



" At leut as little honest at be could, 
A,ad like muit }ViliAa mischievously good." 
Qaule, as cited before, says; "According 
to Ibe vulgar conceit, distinction ia uauolly 
made between the Afkteand the Oack iVUck; 
the good and the bad Witch. The Bad ffilek 
unt to call him or her that works* 
r mischiefe to tbe bodies of men or 
I : the Good IVilA they coui.t bim or her 
that helps to raveale, prevent, ot remove tbe 

Cotta, in "TheTryall of Wllchcrafl," p. 
60, says, "This kinde ia not obscure, at this 
day swatming in Ibis kingdom, whereof no 
man can be ignorant who luateth to observe 
the unconltouled liberty and licence of open 
and ordinary resort in all places unto tciw 
nun and wit xHnnin, so vulgarly termed for 
their reputed knowledge concerning sudi 
diseased iienoua as ate supposed to be be- 
witched.'' 

The same aulhor, in hia " Short Discnverie 
of unobserved Dangers," &c. 4to. Lond. 1613, 
p. 71, says : " n.e mention of Witchcraft doth 
now occssiun the remembrance in the next 
place of a sort of practitioners whom our cua- 
tome and country dolb call wise men and 
wise women, reputed a kind of good and 
honest harmles Witcliei or Wizards, who by 
good worda, by hollowed herbea, and salves, 
and otiier auperstitious ceremonies, promise to 
allay and calme divels, practices of other 
Witches, and the forces oif many diseases." 

Perkins by Pickering. 8vo. Camhr. 1810, 
p. 259, concludes with observing: "Itwerea 
thouaand limes better for Ibe land if all 
Wit^bes.hutspeclallytfae BItaiag mirh, mi gh t 
suffer death. Men doe commonly hale and 
spit 3i tht damti^i/ing Soroffivr, as unworthie to 
live among them, whereas they Sie unto the 
nthei in necessitie, they depend upon him as 
Iheir God, and by this meanes lliousandi oia 
carried away lo their Quail confusion. Death 
therefore is tlie just and deserved portion of 
llu Gtod midi." 

Baiter, in his " World of Spirlli," p. 18*, 
speaks of those men that tell men of things 
stolen and lost, and that show men the face of 
a thief in a glass, and cause the goods to be 
brought back, who are commonly called 
tmutfildu: "When Hived," b*w.^»," A 
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Dudley^ Hodgei, at Sedglejr, two miles oflT, 
wm lung aiid commonly accounted such a one. 
Ami when 1 lived at Kedemiinstfr, one of my 
neighbours affirmed, that, having his yam 
stolen, he went to Hodges (tat miles oflT), and be 
told him that at such an hour he shcmld have it 
brought home again, and put in attlie window, 
and so it was ; aiid as I remember he showe<l 
him the person's face in a glass. Yet I do not 
think tliat Hodges made any known contract 
with the Devil, buttiiought it an effect of ar^.*' 

(*) King James, in his " Dasmonology," p. 
117, says that " Witches can raise stormes and 
tempests in the aire, either upon sea or land.*' 
The Lapland Witches, we are told, can send 
winds to sailors, and take delight in nothing 
snore than raising storms and temiM^ts, which 
they effect by repeating certain charms, and 
throwing up sana in the air. (•) 

The following passage is from Scot's ** Dis- 



(n) The Laplanders, says Scheffer, have a cord 
tira with knots for the raising of the wind : tliey, 
«■ Ziegler relates it, tic three magical knots in tli'is 
cord ; when they untie the first, tliero blows a fa- 
vourable gale of wind ; when the second, a brisker ; 
when the third, the sea and wind grow mighty, 
•tormy, and tempestuous. This, he adds, that we 
have reported concerning the Laplanders, does not 
in fkct belong to them, Imt to the Finlanders of 
Norway, because no otlicr writers mention it, and 
because the Laplanders live in an inland country. 
However, the method of selling winds is this : 
" Thev deliver a small rope with three knots upon 
it, with this caution, that when thi>y loose the first 
they shall have a good wind; if the second, a 
stronger ; if the third, such a storm will arise that 
they can neither see how to direct tlie ship and avoid 
rocks, or so much aii stand upon the decks, or handle 
the tackling." 

Pomponius Mela, who wrote in the reign of the 
Emperor Claudius (P. Mela, iii. c. 6), mentions a 
set of priestesses in the Island of Sena, or the lie 
des Saints, on the coaMt of Gaul, who were thought 
to have the quality, like the above Laplanders, or 
rather Finlanders. of troubling the sea and raising 
the winds by their enchantments, being, however, 
subservient only to seafaring people, and only to 
sueh of them as come on purpose to consult them. 

Ranulph Higden, in the •* Polychronicon," p. 
195, tells us that the Witches in the Isle of Man an- 
ciently sold winds to mariners, and delivered them 
in knots tied upon a thread, exactly as the Lap- 
landers did. 

The power of confining and bestowing is attributed 
to Eolus in the " Odyssey." Calvpso, in other 
places of the same work, is supposed to have been 
able to confer fkvourable winds. See ** Uent. Mag." 
fi»r Jan. 1768, vol. xxxiii. p. 18, with the aigoature 
of T. Bow [the lata Dr. PsgfeJ. 



j covery."p.33:"Nooiie 

I sense but will deny that the eUmeiits are obs- 
dient to Witches and at their commandnMB^ 
or that they may. at their pleasure, send nin, 
bail, tempests, thunder, lightning, whenihii 

i being but an old doting wonoao, caitelk i 
flint stone o\'er her left shoulder tovarditte 
weiit, or hurleth a little sea-sand up into the 

i eletneui^, or wettetb a broom-spig in wrIb. 

' and sprinkleth the same in the air ; or diggiA 
a pit m the earth, and, putting water tiicm 
stirreth it about with her finger ; or boik& 
hogs' bristles; or layeth sticks acioM upon i 
bank where never a drop of water is; or bi- 
ryeth sage till it l)e rotten : all whic^ thiiii^ 
are confessed by Witches, and affirmed bf 
writers to be the means that Witches use to 
move extraordinary tempests and rain.'^ 

'* Ignorance/' says Osbounie,in his ''Advice 
to his Son," 8vo. Oxt 1656, " rejiorts of 
Witches that they are unable to hurt till tfaqf 
liave received an almes; which, though ridi- 
culous in itselfe, yet in this sense is verified, 
tliat charity seldom goes to the gate but it 
meets with ingratitude.*' p. 94. 

Spotiswood, as cited oy Andrews in hit 
''Continuation of Henry's History of Great 
Britain," p. 503, says, " In the North** (of 
Britain) there were " matron-like Witches and 
ignorant Witches.'* It was to one of the su- 
perior sort that Satan, being pressed to kill 
James the Sixth, thus excused himself in 
French, " II est homme de Dieu.»* 

Camden, in liis "Ancient and Modem Man- 
ners of the Irish," says : " If a cow becomes 
dry, a Witch is applied to, who, inspiring bet 
witli a fondness for some other calf, makes her 
yield her milk ." Gough's « Camden,*' vol. iii. 
p. 659. He tells us, ibid., " The women who 
are turne<l off (by their husbands) have le- 
coiuse to Witches, who are supposed to inflict 
barrenness, impotence, or the most dangerous 
diseases, on the former husband or his new 
wife." Also, '* They account every woman 
who fetclies lire on May-day a Witch, nor will 
they give it to any but sick persons, and that 
witli an miprecation, believing she will steal 
all the butter next summer. On May-day 
they kill all hares they find among their cattle, 
supposnig them the old women who have de- 
sign on the butter. They imagine the butter 
so stolen may be recovered if they take son^ 
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of tlie thatch hanging over the door and bum 



it" 



(*) " A Witch,'* (as I read in the curious 
Tract entitled ^ Roundabout our Coal-Fire/') 
** according to ray nurse's account, must be a 
ha^^ed old woman, living in a little rotten 
cottage, under a hill, by a wood-side, and 
must be frequently spinning at the door : she 
most have a black cat, two or three broom- 
sticks, an imp or two, and two or three diabo- 
lical teats to suckle her imps. She must be 
of so dry a nature, that if you fling her into a 
river she will not sink : so hard then is her 
&te, that, if she is to undergo the trial, if she 
does not. drown, she must be burnt, as many 
have been within the memory of man.'^ 

The subsequent occurs in Cotgrave*s '* Eng- 
lish Treasury of Wit and Language,'' p. 298 : 

"Thus Witches 
Poflsev'd, ev'n in their death deluded, say 
They have been wolves and dogs, and sail'd 

in egge-shels (^) 
Over the sea, and rid on fiery dragons, 
FlM^d in the air more than a thousand 

miles 
All in a night : the Enemy of mankind 
So pow'rftill, but fkLse and falshood con> 

fident." 

Whitaker, in his « History of Whalley," 
4to. 1816, p. 216, has given from a paper in 
die Bodleian Library (MS. Dodsw. vol. Ixi. 
p. 47) the confession of one of the poor per- 
sons in Pendle Forest, accused of Witchcraft, 
ill 1633, describing minutely die manner in 
which she was made a Witch. 

C) In making these bargains, it is said, 
ihae was sometimes a great deal of haggling. 
The sum given to bind the bargain was some- 
times a groat, at other times half-a-crown. 

C) In Cotgrave's " Treasury of Wit and 
Language/' p. 263, we read : 

" Thou art a soldier, 
Followest the great duke, feed'st his vic- 
tories, 
As Witches do their $erviceable apiriiSf 
Even with thy prodigal blood." 

(b) "The Connoisseur" No. 109, says, ''itisa 
common notion that a Witch can make a voyage to 
the East Indies in an eg^-shell, or take a jonmey of 
two or three hundred miles across the souBtry on a 
tooomstiek." 



In the << Relation of the Swedish Witdies," 
at file end of GlenviPs "Sadducismus IVi- 
umphatus," ve are told that ^ the Devil gives 
diem a bniet about the bigness and shape of a 
young cat, which they call a carrier. What 
this carrier brings diey must receive for th« 
DeviL These carriers fill themselves so full 
sometimes, that they are forced to spew by the 
way, which spewing is found in several gar- 
daas where colworts grow, and not far from 
the houses of those Witches. It is of a yellow 
colour like gold, and is called * Butter of 
Witches." *' p. 494. Probably this b the same 
substance which is called in Northumberland 
Fairy Butter. See p. 339. 

(8; In "A Discourse of Witchcraft," MS., 
communicated by John Pinkerton, Esq., writ- 
ten by Mr. John Bell, Minister of the Gospel 
at Gladsmuir, 1705, p. 23, on the subject of 
Witches* Marks, I read as follows : ** This 
mark is sometimes like a little teate, some- 
times like a blewish spot ; and I myself have 
seoi it in the body of a confessing Witch like 
a little powder-mark of a blea (blue) colour, 
somewhat hard, and wi^l insensible, so as 
it did not bleed when I pricked it'* 

From the '* News from Scotland,'' &c., 1591, 
(a tract which will be more fully noticed 
hereafter,) it appears that, having tortured in 
vain a suspected Witch with "the pilliwinckes 
upon her fingers, which is a grievous torture, 
and binding or wrenching her head jrith a 
cord or rope, which is a most cruel torture 
also, they, upon search, found the enemy's 
mark to be in her forecrag, or fwepart of her 
throat, and then she confessed all.'' In another 
the Devil's mark was found upon her privities. 

Dr. Fian was by the king's command con- 
signed on this occasion *'tothe horrid torment 
of the boots,'' and afterwards strangled and 
burnt on the Castle-hill, Edinburgh, on a 
Saturday in the end of January, 1591. 

(») BuUer, in his « Hudibras," Part I. 
Canto iiL 1. 105, has the following on this 
subject : 

" Or trip it o'er the water quicker 
Than Witches when their staves they liquor, 
As some report." 

Reginald Scot, in his ^' Discovery of 
Witchcraft,'* b. iii. c. i. p. 40, speaking of 
the va\^ oi^\n\o\iol\)*\\]^«&^\vvv%^^j^M^ 
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iSuA '' The Dtwil iencheth them to make mntr 
ment of the bowels and memhera of children, 
wherehjr they ride in the air and accompliifa 
dl their desires. After burial thej steal tbem 
oat of their graves and seeth tbem in a caal- 
dron, till the flesh be made potable, of which 
they make an ointment, by which they ride 
in the air.'" Wiems exposes the folly of this 
opinion in his book *' De Pnestigpis DsmO' 
nnm/' poving it to be a diabolical illusion, 
and to be acted only in a dream. And it is 
exposed as such by Oldham (Works, 6tfa 
edit. p. 26i) : 

'* As men in sleep, though motionless they lie, 
Fledg'd by a dream, believe they mount 

and flye; 
So Witches some inchanted wand bestride. 
And think they through the airy regions 

ride." 

See more authorities in the notes upon 
<<Hndibras," part III. canto i. 1.411,412; 
Grey's Notes on Shakspeare, rol. ii. p. 140. 

]»rd Verulam tells us that '* tlie ointment 
that Witches use is reported to be made of the 
fat of children digged out of their graves; of 
the juices of smallage, wolfbane, and cinque- 
foil, mingled with the meal of fine wheat : 
but J suppose the soporiferous medicines 
are likest to do it, which are henbane, 
hemlock, mandrake, moonsbade, or rather 
nightshade, tobacco, opium, saflhm, poplar- 
leaves, &c«" 

Then bad been about tbe time of Lord 
Vemlam no small stir concerning Witchcraft. 
" Ben JoikMin," says Dr. Percy. ** has left us 
a Witch song whicb ooDtains an extract ftom 
the Tarious incantations of classic antiquity. 
Some learned wiseacres had just before Irasied 
themselves on this subject, with our British 
Solomon, James the First, at their head. And 
these bad so ransacked all writers, ancient 
and modem, and so blended and kneaded to- 
gether tbe several superstitions of ditTerent 
times and natioos, that those of genuine Eng- 
lish grxywth could no longer be traced out 
and distinguidied.'* 

The Witch Song in •* MacbeA^ is wipeno r 
to this of Ben Jodmo. The metnoal incanto- 
tiooiiiiMiddk«nB'a« WMi^ an aWa vfiy 
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the following is given as 
incantations: 

<" 1 f^I/cA. Here's the Uood of a btf. 
Hee, Put in that, oh pat in tiiaL 
2. Here's liUwd's bone. 

Hec, Put in agaxne. 

1. The juice of toodc^ die oOe of 

adder. 

2. Those will make the ymkcrmai- 

der. 
Hec. Put in: tiiB's all, and rid tbe 

stench. 
Firettone. Nay, here's diree onDoes of dx 

red-hair'd wench. 
All. Round, around, aiaaDd,** ftc 

The Witches' cauldron ia thus desoAed 
by Olaus Magnus : *^ Olla antem omnioBi 
Maleficamm commune aolet csk inrtm- 
mentum, quo succos, herfaas, vermes^ et exts 
decoquant, atque ea venefica due ignivoi 
ad vota alliciuut, et inslar bollicntis Ofla^ 
Navium & Equitum aut Conoram exciint 
celeritatem." Olai 3fagm Gent. Seplailr. 
Hist. Brevis. p. 96. 

(1*) Butler has an allusion to au mrthin g 
of this kind in <^ Hndifafas," part III. canto L 
1.983: 

<' And does but tempt them widi her ridics 
To use them as the Devil does Witches; 
Who takes it for a special grace 
To be their cully for a space. 
That, when the time's expir'd, the dnads 
For ever mar become his vassals.'* 

The Sabbath of the Witches is supposed to 
be held on a Saturday ; when tbe Devil is by 
some said to appear in tbe shape cS a gost, 
.about whom several dances and magic cere- 
monies are performed. Before tbe assembly 
breaks up the Witches are all said to havethe 
hooour of saluting Satan's posteriors. See 
King James's remarks on diis subject in his 
^ DKmoDologT.'* Satan is reported to have 
been so much out of humour at some of these 
meetings, that, f<H- his diversicm, be would 
beat the Witches black and blue with the 
spits and bxxxons. tbe vehicles of their trant- 
ptatation, and play tbem divers other unlucky 



Tl«e is a Scottish proverb, ^ Ye breed of 
die Witdae^ ye can do nae good to your ael.* 
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King James, in his *' Dsmonology," 
. chap. 5) tells us that <* the Devil 
h how to make pictures of wax or clay, 
Y roasting thereof, the persons that they 
16 name of may be continually melted 
d away by continual sickness.^' 
Servius ou the 8th Eclogue of Virgil ; 
itus. Idyl. ii. 22 ; Hudibras, part II. 
i. 1. 351. 
d says: 

ovet absentes, simulachraque cerea figit 
aiserum tenues in jecur urget acus."' 
Heroid. Ep. vi. 1. 91. 

also *' Grafton's Chronicle," p. 587, 
it is laid to the charge (among others) 
er Bolinbrook, a cunning necromancer, 
[argery Jordane, the cunning Witch of 
that they, at the request of Eleanor 
ss of Gloucester, had devised an image 
representing the king(Henry the Sixth), 
by their Sorcery a little and little con- 
; intending thereby in conclusion to 
and destroy the king's person. Shak- 
mentions this, Henry VI. P. II. act i. 

.ppears from Strype's ^ Annals of the 
nation," vol. i. p. 8, under anno 1558, 
ishop Jewel, preaching before the queen, 
' It may please your Grace to under- 
hat Witches and Sorcerers within these 
t years are marvellously increased within 
ifrace's realm. Your Grace's subjects 
vay, even unto the death, their colour 
, their flesh rolteth, their speech is be- 
id, their senses are bereft. I pray God 
;ver practise yur/A«r than upon the tub' 
*• This," Strype adds, ** I make no 
was the occasion of bringing in a bill, 
ixt parliament, for making enchant- 
and Witchcraft felony.*' One of the 
8 strong expressions is, *^ These eye» have 
ost evident and manifest marks of their 
Iness." (0 

; appears from the same work, vol. iv. p. 7, 
\o 1589, that " one Mrs. Dier had practised 
tion against the queen, to work some mis- 
her Majesty; for which she was brought 
lestion : and accordingly her words and do* 
(re sent to Hopham, tne queen's attorney, 
>rton, her solicitor, by Walsingham the se- 
, and Sir Thomas Heneage, her vice^am- 
, for their judgment, whose opinion was that 
er WBM not within the compaaa of the attXnte 
J WitcbcnA, for that she did no act, and 



Andrews, in his '' Continuation of Henry *• 
History of Great Britain," 4to. p. 93, tells lu, 
spaking of Ferdinand Earl of Derby, who in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth died by poison, 
*' The credulity of the age attributed his death 
to Witchcraft. The disease was odd, and 
operated as a perpetual emetic ; and a waxen 
image, with hair like that of the unfortunate 
Earl, fbund in his chamber, reduced every 
suspicion to certainty." 

*' The wife of Marshal d'Ancre was appre* 
bended, imprisoned, and beheaded for a 
Witch, upon a surmise that she had enchanted 
the queen to dote upon her husband; and 
they say the young king's picture was found in 
her closet, in virgin wax, with one leg melted 
away. When asked by her judges wbuEit spells 
she bad made use of to gain so powerful an 
ascendency over the queen, she replied, ' that 
ascendency only which strong minds ever 
gain over weak ones.* " Seward's ** Anec- 
dotes of some Distinguished Persons," &c. 
vol. iii. p. 215. 

Blagrave, in his " Astrological Practice of 
Physick," p. 89, observes that " the way which 
the Witches usually take for to afflict man or 
beast in this kind is, as I conceive, done by 
image or model, made in the likeness of that 
man or beast they intend to work mischief 
upon, and by the subtilty of the Devil made 
at such hours and times when it shall work 
most powerftilly upon them by thorn, pin, or 
needle, pricked into that limb or member of 
the body afflicted." 

This is farther illustrated by a passage in 
one of Daniel's Sonnets : 

** The slie inchanter, when to work his will 
And secret wrong on some forspoken wight, 
Frames waxe, in forme to represent aright 
The poore unwitting wretch he meanes to 

kill. 
And prickes the image, framed by magick's 

skiU, 
Whereby to vex the partie day and night." 

Son. 10 ; from Poems and Sonnets 
annexed to '* Astrophil and 
Stella," 4to. 1591. 

spake certain lewd speeches tending to that pur- 
pose, but neither set (L^ute tvox ^^A&ib '\^>atioM«kr 
Ibid. vol. ii. p. 54^, %vl^i mvtv<» \V\%^ ^Vri-^ '^''^^ 
" YTheihet \t wew tXxe «tL«cX q1tsa:^<&, at -^xww^^^ 
from some nutoxsl ca>xw,>yaLlV2^« c^«itL^^ >s»^ «««*» 
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Ag;ain, in '' Diaria, or the Excellent Con- 
ceitful Sonnets of R C/' (Henry ConftabLe\ 
1594: 

** Witches which some murther do intend 
Doe make a picture and doe shoote at it ; 
And in that part where they the picture 
hit, 
The parties self doth languish to his end." 

Decad. II. Son. ii. 

Coles, in his ^< Art of Simpling," &c., p. 66^ 
says that Witches ** take likewise the roots of 
mandrake, according to some, or as I rather 
sappose the roots of hriony, which simple 
folke take for the true mandrake, and make 
thereof an ugly image, hy which they repre- 
B/Nki the person on whom they intend to exer- 
cise their WitchcrafL" He tells us, ibid. p. 26, 
^ Some plants have roots with a number of 
threads, like beards, as mandrakes, whereof 
Witches and impostors make an ugly image, 
giving it the form of the face at the top of ^e 
root, and leave those strings to make a broad 
beard down to the feet." 

Q*) It was a supposed remedy against 
Witchcraft to put some of the bewitched per- 
son's wattflr, with a quantity of pins, needles, 
and nails, into a botde, cork them up and set 
them before the fire, in order to confine the 
spirit : but this sometimes did not prove suf- 
ficient, as it would often furee the cork out 
with a loud noise, like that of a pistol, and 
cast the contents of the bottle to a consider- 
able height. 

Bewitched persons were said to fall fre- 
quently into violent fits and to vomit needles, 
pins, stones, nails, stubbs, wool, and straw. 
See Trusier's «* Hogarth Moralized;" art. 
Medley, 

It is related in " The Life of Lord Keeper 
Guildford,'' p. 131, that, when his lordship 
was upon the circuit at Taimton Dean, he 
detected an imposture and conspiracy against 
an old man charged with having bewitched 
a girl about thirteen years of age, who, during 
pretended convulsions, took crooked pins into 
her mouth, and spit Ihem afterwards into by- 
standers' hands. (<») ** As the judge went down 

part of this year under excessive anguish hy pains of 
MT teeth, insomuch that she took no rest for divers 
nights, and endur«d very great torment night and 
drjr.*' 
{^ Jordea, i» hU foiiouM " Trmtise of the Snf- 



stairs out of the court, an hideous old wobud 
cried * God bless your worship !' ' Wbal^ tb 
matter, good womanf said the judge. < 1^ 
Lwd,' said she, * forty years ago they wonli 
have hanged me for a Witch, aod they ooeU 
not; and now they would have hanged Wf 
poor son.' 

** The first circuit his lordship went west- 
ward, Mr. Justice Rainsford, who had gone 
former circuits there, went with him ; and be 
said that the year before a Witch was brouglit 
to Salisbury, and tried before him. Sir James 
Long came to his chamber and made a hea?y 
complaint of this Witch, and said that if die 
escaped his estate would not be worth any- 
thing, for all the people would go away. It 
happened that the Witch was acquitted, and 
the knight continued extremely eonoensd: 
therefore the judge, to save the poor genfl^ 
man's estate, ordered the woman to be kept in 
gaol, and that the town should allow ha 
2». 6d, a week ; for which he was very fluuk- 
ful. The very next assizes he came to the 
judge to desire his lordship would let her 
come back to the town. And whyf They 
could keep her for one shilling and sixpenee 
there, and in the gaol she cost them a slwling 



more." p. 



130. 



(^^) In ancient times even die pleamncf ai 
the cbace were checked by the superstitieiis 
concerning Witchcraft. Thus, in Scot's ** Dis- 
covery," p. 152, *^ That never hunters nor 
their dogs may be bewitched, they cleafe an 
oaken branch, and both they and ^keii dogs 
pass over it." 

Warner, in his " Topog^raj^ical Remuks 
relating to the South-western Parts of Hamp- 
shire," 8vo. Lond. 1793, vol. i. p. 241, men- 
tioning Mary Dore, the ** parochial Witch of 
Beaulieu," who died about half a centmy 
since, says, " Her spells were chiefly used fiff 
purposes of self-extrication in situations cf 
danger ; and I have conversed with a rustic 
whose father had seen the old lady convert 

focation of the Mother," &c. 4to. Lond. 1603, p. 24, 
says, " Another policie Marcellus Donatus teUs as 
of, which a physition used, towardes the Ck>unteaie 
of Mantua, who, being in that disease which we 
call Melancholia hypochondriaca, did verily be- 
lieve that she was bewitched, and was cured by eon- 
veving of nayles, needles, feathers, and such-like 
thinss into her close-stoole when she took physieke, 
making her believe that tbey came out of bsr 
bodie." 
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hmrnHf man tfaao once into the font of a 
Iwe, or cat, wh«n likely to be apprehended 
is wood-ttealiog^ to which «ha vas •omewbat 
addicted." 

Butler, in his •' Hudibrai," part II. 
oanto iLi. L 149, aayi, qieaking of the Witch- 
finder, that oi Witchet lome be hanged 

" for putting knavish tricks 

Upon g:reen geese and turkey-chicks, 
Or pigs that suddenly deceased 
Of grieft nnnafial, as he guessed.*' 

Henry, in hia « History of Gnat Britain," 
4tD. vol. i. p. 09, mentions Pomponius Mela 
ai dflieribing a Druidical nunnery, which, 
he says, was situated in an island in the 
British Sea, and contained nine of these yene- 
nUe YtstaJa, who pretended that they could 
nise storms and tempests by their incanta- 
tions ; eoold cure the most incurable diseases ; 
•eold transform themselves into all kinds of 
animala; and foresee future events.*' 

Far another superstitious notion relating to 
tile enchantment of Witchcraft, see Lupton's 
" First Book at Notable Things," 8vo. edit. 
Me, p. 20, No. 82. See also Guil. Varig- 
nana, and Amoldus de Villa Nova. 

(") It was a part of the system of Witch- 
craft that drawing blood from a Witch ren- 
diWed hn enehantments inefltsctual, as ap- 
pears from the following authorities: In Glan- 
ville's *< Aceount of the Daemon of Tedworth," 
^ppBking of a boy that was bewitched, he 
aays, '< The boy drew towards Jane Brooks, the 
woman who had bewitched him, who was 
bciund her two sisters, and put his hand upon 
faer, which his ii^er perceiving, immediately 
mraicked her fact and drew blood from her, 
Hm youth then cried out that he was well." 

^Bbw at Modem Sadducism,'' 12mo. 1668, 
p. 148. 

In tha First P«rt of Shakspeare's « Henry 
the Sixth," act i. so. 5, Talbot says to the Pu- 
ealle d'Orleans, 

" I'll have a bout with thee ; 

Devil, or devil's dam, I'll conjure thee : 
BiMd will I draw on thecy thou art a Witch." 

UxoM also in Butler's ** Hudibras: 
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** TOd drawinjf blood o* the dames like Witches, 
They're fatthwiA cur'd of their ca|sidi«s." 



So, also, in Cleveland's *' Rebel Scot :" 

"Scots are like Witches; do but whet your 
pen. 
Scratch till the blood come, they'll not hurt 
you then.'* 

Tliis curious doctrine is very fully investi- 
gated in Hathaway's trial, published in the 
" State Trials." The following passage is in 
** Arise Evans's Echo to the Voice from Hea- 
ven," 8vo. Lond. 1652, p. 34 : " I had heard 
some say that, when a Witch had power over 
one to afflict him, if he could but draw one 
drop of the fTitch'e blood, the Witch would 
never after do him hurt." 

" The Observer" newspaper, of March 6th, 
1831, copies the following from the newspaper 
called the " Scotsman :'' 

" Witchcraft. — During a thunder storm 
last week in Edinburgh, an elderly female 
who resides near Craigmillar, and who bears 
the reputation of being uncanny, went to a 
neighbour's house and asked for a piece of 
coal ; being refused, she said * they might re- 
pent that' The female to whom this was 
said instantly concluded that she was be- 
witched, and was immediately seized with a 
great tremor. Some days after her husband, 
while under the influence of liquor, taken we 
presume to inspire him with sufficient courage 
for the task, along with another man, went to 
the house of the old woman, and, with a sharp 
instrument, inflicted a deep woimd across her 
forehead, under the impression that tearing her 
above the breath would destroy her evil in- 
fluence in time coming. The poor woman is so 
severely injured that the sheriff has deemed it 
necessary to take a precognition of the facts." 
Coles, in his « Art of Simpling," p. 67, 
observes that, « if one hang misletoe about 
their neck, the Witches can have no power of 
him. The roots of Angelica doe likewise 
availe much in the same case, if a man carry 
them about him, as Fuchsius saith." 

In the song of "The Laidley Worm," in 
the " Northumb. Garland," p. 63, we read : 
^' The spells were vain ; me hag retumes 
To the queen in sorrowful mood. 
Crying that Witches have no )K)wer 
Where there is rown>tree wood!" 
Butler, iu "Hudibiaa^" «a.i%^iVa!kcxsK^aaM(. 
that he could. 
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** Chaie evil tpirits away by dint 
Of fickle, hone-thoey hollow flint' 

Fkrt II. canto iii. 1. 291. 

Aubrey telli tu, in his *< Miscellanies/' p. 
148, that " it is a tiling very common to nail 
horse-shoes on the thrcaiholds of doors ; which 
is to hinder the power of Witches that enter 
into the house. Most houses of the west end 
of London have the horse-shoe on the thresh- 
old. It should be a horse-shoe that one finds. 
In the Bermudas they use to put an iron into 
the fire when a Witch comes in. Mars is ene- 
my to Saturn.'' He adds, ibid., *' Under the 
porch of Staiiinfield church in Suflblk, I saw 
a tile with a horse-shoe upon it, placed there 
for this purpose, though one would imagine 
that holy water would alone have been suffici- 
ent. I am told there are many other similar 
instances." 

Misson, in his ''Travels in England," p. 
192, on the subject of the horse-shoe nailed 
on the door, tells us : '' Ayant souvent re- 
marqu£ un fer de cheval cloiie au seuils des 
portes (chez les gens de petite etoffe) j*ai de- 
mande a plusieurs ce que cela vouloit dire % 
On m*a repondu diverses choses differentes, 
mais la plus generale reponse a et^, que ce 
fers se mettoient pour empecher les Sorciers 
d'entrer. lis rient en disant cela, mais ils ne 
le diseut pourtant pas tout-a-fait en riant; car 
ils croyent qu'il y a 1ft dedans, ou du moins 
qu'il pent y avoir quelque vertu secrete : et s'ils 
n'avoient pas cette opinion, ils ne s*amuse- 
roient pas a clouer ce fer a leur porte." 

In Gay's Fable of " The Old Woman and 
her Cats,'' the supposed Witch complains as 
follows : 

" Crowds of boys 

Worry me with eternal noise ; 

Straws laid across my pace retard, 

The horte-thoea naiVd (each thrtthoicTs 

guard J \ 
The stunted broom the wenches hide, 
For fear that I should up and rido ; 
They stick with pins my bleeding seat. 
And bid me show my secret teat." 
In Blonmoutli-street, pix>lMbly the )Mut of 
London alluded to by Aubn^y, nuuiy hotMS 
shoes nailed to the Uiretbu)«lt are 11111 to be 
•eenCl7W).(«) TUra ii OM at Um oomar of 
Little QiM«MCn0l| HoUmri, 
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"lliat the hone-sbooe may never be poN _ 
from your threshold,** ocean among the gool ^ 
wishes introduced by Ifoliday in hb oumedj 
of « TEXNorxMIA, or ^ Marriage of fla 
Arts," Signat E b. 

Nailing of horse-shoes seems to have bea f '^ 
practised as well to keep Witches in as to ken ** 
them out. See Ramsev's '* Rlminthologia, "^ 
p. 76, who speaks of nailing bone-aboes on die '-^ 
witches' doors and thresholds. 

Mr. Douce's manuscript notes lay: ''Hk p 
practice of nailing horse-shoes to diredioldi n 
resembles diat of driving nails into the wiSi ^ 
of cottages among the Romans, which thej r< 
believed to be an antidote against the plague: ' 
for this purpose L. Manlius, A. U. C. 390, |< 
was named dictator, to drive the nail. Sk ;^ 
Lumisden's ** Remarks on the Antiquities of ^ 
Rome," p. 148. ' 

llie bawds ofAmsterdam believed (in 1687^ ^ 
that a horse-shoe which had either been fount 
or stolen, placed on the chimney-beartli, would 
bring good luck to their houses. They slio 
believed that horses' dung dropped before the 
house, and put fresh behind the door, would 
produce the same effect See '^Putanisme 
d' Amsterdam," 12mo. pp. 56, 57. 

i}*) In Bcaiunont and Fletcher's play of 
'^ Women pleased" are the following lines : 

'^ The Devil should think of purchasing diat 

egg-shell 
To victual out a Witch for the Burmoothes." 

P. 276, b. 
To break the egg-^eU after the meat U sstf, 
is a relique of superstition thus mentioned in 
Pliny : ** Hue pertinet ovorum, ut exsorbue- 
rit quisque, calices, cochlearumque, protinos 
frangi aut eosdem cochlearibus pcrforari." Sir 
Thomas Browne tells us that the intent of this 
was to prevent Witchcraft ;(|) for lest Witches 

(•) The editor of this work, April 26th, 1818, 
counted no len than seventeen hone-shoes in Mon- 
mooth-atreet, nailed against the steps of doors. Five 
or SIX are all that now remain, 1841. 

(0 We read in Fersius, 
** Tunc nigri Lemures, oroqme pericnia nptoV 

Sat. V. 1. IM. 
Among U»e wild IriA. " to eat an odd egg endaa- 
Ijred the death of thelrViorw." See •• M^ioiSae 
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should draw or prick their names therein, and 
yeneficiously mischief their persons, they 
broke the shell, as Dalecampius has observed. 
Delrio, in his *' Disqoisit. Magicse," lib. vi. 
c 2, sect. 1, qusBst. 1, has the following pas- 
sage on this subject : '' Et si ova comederint, 
eoriun testas, non nisi ter cultro perfossas in 
Catmum projiciunt, timentes n^lectum vene- 
ficiis nocendi occasionem prsebere.^* 
Scot, in his ** Discovery,*' p. 157, says : "Men 
are preserved from Witchcraft by sprinkling of 
holy water, receiving consecrated salt^ by 
candles hallowed on Candlemas-day, and by 
green leaves consecrated on Palm Sunday.** 

Coles, in his "Art of Simpling," p. 67, 
tells us that " Matthiolus saith that that herba 
paris takes away evill done by Witchcraft, 
and affirms that he knew it to be true by ex- 
perience.*' 

Heath, in his "Historyof the Scilly Islands,** 
p. lao, tells us that " Some few of the inha- 
btants imagine (but mostly old women) that 
women with child, and the first-bom, are ex- 
empted from the power of Witchcraft.'* 

The following occurs in Aubrey's "Mis- 
cellanies," p. 147 : 

" Vervain and dill 
Hinders Witches from their will.'* 

I find the subsequent in Scot's " Discovery 
of Witchcraft,*' p. 162 : " To be delivered 
from Witches they hang in their entries an 
herb called pentaphyllon^ cinquefoil, also an 
olive-branch : also frankincense, myrrh, vale- 
lian, verven, palm, antirchmon; &c. ; also 
hay-thorn, otherwise whitethorn, gathered on 
Kay-day.'* 

He tells us, p. 151, " Against Witches, in 
some countries, they nail a wolf's head on the 
door. Otherwise they hang scilla (which is 
either a root, or rather in this place garlick) 
in the roof of the house, to keep away Witches 
and spirits; and so they do alicium also. 
Item. Perfume made of the gall of a black 
dog, and his blood, besmeared on the posts 
and walls of the hous^ driveth out of the aoors 
both devils and Witches. Otherwise : the 
house where herba betonica is sown is free 
from all mischiefs,** &c. 

P*) Among the presumptions whereby 
Witches were condemned, what horror will not 
be excited at reading even a part of the fol- 



lowing item in Scot's " Discovery,** p. 15 : 
" If she have any privy mark under her arm- 
pit, under her hair, under her lip, or *****j 
t/ i» prentmption tufficient for the judge to pro- 
ceed and give sentence of DEATH upon her !!! " 

By the following caution, ibid. p. 16, it is 
ordered that the Witch " must come to her 
arreignment backward, to wit, with her tail to 
the judge's face, who must make many crosses 
at the time of her approaching to the bar.*' 

King James himself, in his ** Dsemonology," 
speaking of the helps that ipay be used in the 
trial of Witches, says, *' the one is, the find- 
ing of their marke and trying the imensiblenets 
thereof." 

Q1) Strutt, in his " Description of the 
Oraeals under the Saxons,** tells us that " the 
second kind of ordeal, by water,(s) was, to 
thrust the accused into a deep water, where, 
if he struggled in the least to keep himself on 
the surface, he was accounted guilty ; but if 
he remained on the top of the water without 
motion he was acquitted with honour. Hence, 
he observes, without doubt, came the long- 
continued custom of swimming people sus- 
pected of Witchcraft. There are idso, he fur- 
ther observes, the faint traces of these ancient 
customs in another superstitious method of 
proving a Witch. It was done by weighing 
the suspected party against the church bible, 
which if they outweighed, they were innocent; 
but, on the contrary, if the bible proved the 
heavies^ they were instantly condejnned." 

In the «* Gent. Mag." for Feb. 1759, vol. 
xxix. p. 93, we read, " One Susannah Hay- 
nokes, an elderly woman, of Wingrove near 
Aylesbury, Bucks, was accused by a neigh- 
bour for bewitching her spinning-wheel, so 
that she could not make it go round, and of- 
fered to make oath of it before a magistrate ; on 
which the husband, in order to justify his 
wife, insisted upon her being tried by the 
church bible, and that the accuser should be 
present: accordingly she was conducted to 
the parish church, where she was stripped of all 
her clothes, to her shift and under-coat, and 
weighed against the bible ; when, to the no 
small mortification of the accuser, she out- 
weighed it, and was honourably acquitted of 
the charge." 

(8) Foiml account, ot ^e«xw»&viX.*'^ v^Iiit^Qi^Vj v^i/^Sil^ 
Water,*' see Bugd.. Otv^.)xxi\^<cAa\&'&,^,^« 
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(»•) Ruder, in hit « Hadibrag/* part I. c. 
ill. I. 313, alludes to thU trial : 

** He that gets her by heart must say her 
The back way, like a witch's prayer/' 

(**) King James, in the work already 
quoted, adding his remarks on this mode of 
trying Witches, says : *' They cannot even shed 
tears, though (women in general are like the 
crocodile, ready to weep upon erery light oc- 
casion/' 

In the MS. "Discourse of Witchcraft," 
communicated by John Pinkerton, Esq., writ- 
ten by Mr. John Bell, minister of the gospel 
at Gladsmuir, 1705, p. 22, I read: "Symp- 
toms of a Witch ; particularly the Witches' 
marks, mala farna, inabiUty to »hed tear»y &c., 
all of them providential discoveries of so dark 
a crime, and which like avenues lead us to 
the secret of it.*' 

(*°) King James, in his " Daeraonology," 
speaking of this mode of trying a witch, i. i. 
" fleeting on tlie water," observes that *•' it ap- 
peares that Grod hath appointed for a superna- 
tural signe of the monstrous impietie of 
Witches, that the water shall refuse to receive 
them in her bosom that have shaken off them 
the sacred water of baptism, and wilfully re- 
fused the benefit thereof.*' 

In *' Molinaei Vates,'* p. 237 : «< Crnsso sane 
errore putantur Sortilegi et Sag» esse immer- 
sabiles, cum iieque sint incombustibiles. nee 
aqua magis igne sit adversa diabolis. Si Si^ 
iiavi vehatur. et accidat Naufnigium, non mi- 
nus {leribit in wari quam c8E^teri Vectores. 
Adde quod ejusmodi purgatione Deus tontatiir, 
et quwruntur expcrimeuta diviinr |x>tentiir, 
ubi nulla est iiecessitas, nee Dei mandatum, 
nee exauditioiiis promiftsio.** 

Ibid. ** Cflpperunf in Gallia irgionilnisquc 
fiiiitimis Sortilegi, StrijjM. ac Venortcw Val- 
denses nuncupari : et in eas traiuilata est cum 
nomine purgatio sexi rxivrimentum per aqnam 
frigidam, quam i)«i Tidimu^ in Anluemiatc 
rejione. Anni sunt circitor quadraginta ex 
quo illustrissimi lUitavisc online^ ^ diiioiw «ua 
cxterminavemnt impin>l>*m cowuetmiinen*/* 

(*') In that nKwt rare pl*T, '* TW Witeh 
of Rdmonttm." 4to. I^^^iid. lt>A!< p, 3?*. ael iv. 
so. 1, ^Enter 0/d Barnkt and /irvor tkrwCmim^ 
trjmem.) we read : 

*«0. Bmkt, MyhNMlUi 



most piteously of the glaimden, whose nose 
yesternight was as clean as any man's herenov 
coming from the barber's; and this, 111 taki 
my death npon*t, is long of this jadish Witdi, 
mother Sawyer. 

(Ent^ W, Hamlae, with thatt^ and m hmkl) 

HcanL Bom the Witch, the Witch, dM 
Witch, the Witch. 

Omn. What bast got tiietef i- 

Haml. A handful rf thatch pbici^d of a \ 
hovel of hers; and they my, when 'tit hurmnyf 
if the be a fVitch, th^U come running in. ". 

O. Banks. Fire it, fir«H: I'll stand betwen 
thee and home for any danger. 

(A» that bunUf enter the fFitck.) 

1 Countryman. This thatch is as good u a 
jury to prove she is a Witch. 

O. Banke. To prove her one, we no aooner 
set fire on the thatch of her house, but in she 
came, running as if the Divel had sent htf 
in a barrel of g^unpowder ; which trick M 
surely proves her a Witch as 

Justice. Come, come; firing her thatch f 
Ridiculous! take heed, sirs, what you do: 
unless your proofs come better arm'd, instead 
of turning her into a Witch, you'll proye your- 
selves Starke fools." 

^ Old Banks then relates to the Justice a most 
ridiculous instance of her power : <* Having 
a dun cow tied up in my back-side, let me 
go thither, or but cast mine eye at her, and tf 
I sliould lie hanged I cannot chuse, though it 
be ten times in an hour, but run to the cow, 
and, taking up her tail, kiss (saving your wo*- 
ship's reverence) my cow behuide; that the 
whole town of Edmonton has heea ready 
******* with laughing me to scorn." 

As does a countryman another, p. 58 : 

»*1'11 l)e swivn, Mr. Carter, she bewitched 
(rammer WasliU^wl's sow, to cast her pigi a 
day l»efore «be would have farried; yet thet 
vrew sent up to Uindoii, and sold for as good 
^\ estmnwier di>g-pig«, at Bartholomew fair, ai 
ever gmit bcllyd ale-ti ife longed for " 
t Cona in his -Short DiscoTerie of the un- 
ol^rr^l n..njre«s- ,^e. 4to. p. 54, tells us: 

N^^tther can I Mce.<. ^i ,p<J,e it with reve- 
wnee unto gwter j«ds>rmeni»>i that the forced 

-'-VrtW o*//W^ .^r ^^ rW W«„y ^f thedyng or 
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^ MMck at are hettnickeiy or floatifig of 
aboYe the water, or the like, are any 
a Witch.'' 

le, in his ^ Select Cases f!^ Conscience 
igWitches and Witchcraft," also, p. 75, 
u ''Some marks or tokens of tr^l al- 
r unwarrantable; as proceedings firom 
ce, humonr, superstition. Sncb are, I. 
I paganish sign, theWitches long eyes, 
tradition of the Witches not weeping. 

Witches making ill-foroured faces 
ambling. 4. To bom the thing be- 
I, &c (I am loth to speak oat, lest I 
each these in reproving them). 5. The 
; of the thatch of the Witches' house, 

The beating g( the horse-shoe, &c 
icalding water, &c. 8. The sticking of 
icrosse, &c. 9. The putting of such 
ch things under the thre^old, and 
bed-sbcaw, &c. 10. The siere and 
res, &c. 11. The casting the Witch 
i water with thumbes and toes tied 
kc. 12. The tying of knots, &c." 
Ihakspeare, in '' Troilusand Cressida," 
z. I, says : 

'' Thou stool for a Witch." 

. Grey's Notes (Vol. ii. p. 336) afibrd 
comment on toe passage: ''In one 
rying a Witch, they used to place her 
chair or a stool, with her legs tied 
at all die weight of her body might 
a her seat ; and by tliat means, after 
le, the circulation of the bleed would 
I stopped, and her sitting would be as 
as the wooden horse; and she must 
I in this pain twenty-four hours, (^) 
either sleep or meat ; and it was no 
fhat, when they were tired out with 
mgodly trial, they would confess them« 
Euiy times guilty to free themselyes 
ch torture.'' See Dr. Hutchinson's 
cal Essay on Witchcraft," p. 63. 
a "A Pleasant Grove of New Fan- 
• H. B., 8vo. Loud. 1657, p. 76, we 

4 Charm to bring in the Witch, 

bouse the hag you must do this, 
nmix with meal a little ♦*** 

la wu done to get a sight of the imp, who 
■t space was sore to come aad sttdc oer. 



Of him bewitched ; then forthwith make 
A little wafer, or a cake; 
And this rarely bak'd will bring 
The old hag in : no soier thing.'* 



It occurs also among the following experi- 
mental rules whereby to afflict Witches, cans* 
ing the evil to return back upon them, given 
by Blagrave in his *' AiArologieal Practice of 
Physic," 8vo. Lond. 1689 : " 1. One way is 
by watching the suspected party when they 
go into their bouse ; and then presently to fake 
some dS her thatch from over the door, or a 
tile, if the house be tvled : if it be thatch, you 
must wet and sprinkle it over with the pa- 
tient's water, and likewise with white salt; then 
let it bum or smoke through a trivet or the 
frame of a skillet: yoa must bury the ashes 
that way which the suspected Witch liveth^ 
'Tis best'done either at the change, full, or 
quarten of the moon; or otfasfwiM, when the 
Witchessigniticator is in square or opposition 
to the moon. But if the Witches bouse be 
tiled, then take a tile from over the door, heat 
him red hot, put salt into the patient's water, 
and dash it upon the red-hot tile, until it be 
consumed, aad let it snraak through a trivet 
or frame of a skillet as aforesaid. 2. Ano- 
ther way is to get two new horse-shoes, heat 
one of them red-hot, and quench him in the 
patient's urine; then immediately nail him on 
the inside of the threshold of the door witii 
three nails, the heel being upwards; then, 
having the patient's urine, set it over the fire, 
and set a trivet over it; put into it three horse- 
nails and a little white salt Then heat the 
other horse-shoe red hot, and quench him seve- 
ral times in the urine, and so let it boil and 
waste until all be consumed: do this three 
times, and let it be near the change, full, or 
quarters of the moon ; or let the moon be in 
square or opposition unto the Witches signifi- 
cator. 3. Another way is to stop the uriue of 
the patient close up in a bottle, and put into 
it three nails, pins, or needles, with a little 
white salt, keeping the urine always warm. If 
you let it remain long in the bottle, it will 
endanger the Witches life ; for I have found 
by experience that they will be grievously 
tormented, making their water with great &iu 
ficulty, if any at all, and the more if the moon 
be in ScoYfio^ in «^\iax« ox ^^yM^^i^csvx \& Vco^ 
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mfgfiUkatM^f irbm iU dcme. 4, Anodicr way 
w etti^r at dk nor, falU <v qoaiteri of the 
mwM, bat more cfpeeUUy vbco the mooo 
M III «|iMfie or oppontMA to tlie planet, which 
44ilh ymuuait: the Witch, to Mt the patient 
Uoody wmI while the blood if warm put a 
IHtle white Mlt into it, then let it bom and 
M»oak thrcugh a trireC I conceive thia way 
4i/llh mure aMtct the Witch than anj of the 
oth«r tl^tree heftftt mentioned." 

He a4d«, that fometimci the Witchef will 
rather endure the m'wetj €i the abore tormenti 
than appear, ** by reaeon coantrj people oft- 
tlmM will fall uporj them, and tcraich and 
abnie them fhrewdljr/' 

I find the following in ^ Articlet to be en- 
aoired of within the Archdeaconry of Yorke, 
by the Church Wardenf and Swome Men, 
A,I). 163— ** (any year till 1640), 4to, Lond. 
b» L ** Whether there be any man or woman 
in your parifh that oietb fVUcheraff, Sorcery, 
chirmstt *^ unlawfuttfrajftr, or invooaium* in 
Jjatifu or /Cngliih, or otherwiie^ upon anv 
Chriftian body or beait, or any that reforteth 
to the fame for countell or belpe/' 

(**) Matthew HoDkinf, one of the mott 
cfletMrated Witch-finaen of hii day, ij tup- 
{Niffd to liave l)een alluded to by Butler, m 
iiie following lines of Hudibraf, part II. 
canto iii.l. 139: 

" Ha« not thui present parliament 
A Iffger to the Devil lent, 
Kiillv empowered to treat about 
Finding revolted Witches out; 
And has not he, within a year, 
Hang'd threescore of 'em in one shire f 
Borne only for not being drown'd, 
And some for sitting above ground 
Wliole days and nights upon their breeches, 
And feeling pain, were hang d for Witches ; 

* * * * 

Who after jnruv'd himself a Witch, 
And made a rod fur his own breech." 

The old, the ignorant, and the indigent (says 
Oranger), such as outild ncitlier plead their 
own cause n(»r hir*^ an advocate, were the 
inisrrahle victims of this wnttcli's credulity, 
Rpl<ten» and avarice. He ])retended to be a 
grtiat oritio in tintoiat marks, wliich were only 
moltif Morbutio ipoti^ or warts, which fre- 



I 



pricluc, 



ooently giow laige and piriiilrmi in old 
but were absanily ii|i|Med to be 
•ocUe imps. His nlrimrtr mi llmd of 
was by tying together the tfanmbe and t 
the eoniected penon, about wfaoae 
fastmeda cora, the ends of which 
on the banks of a river, by two men, in 
power it was to strain or slacken it. 

The experiment of swimming wasat 
tried upon Hopkins himerif^ in his own 
and he was, upon the event, coodemned, 
as ii seems, executed, as a Wiiaid. Hi 
had hanged, in one year, no lev than 
reputed Witches in has own coonty of 
See Granger's ^Biographical ffirtoiy,** 
Lond. 1775, voL ii. p. 409. Comnaie 
Dr. Grey's Notes on ^ Hudibias,** vol iL 
11, 12^ 13. 

In Gardiner's *< England's Grievance 
Relation to the Coal Trade," p. 107, we * 
an account that in 1649 and 1650 Ae i 
trates of Newcastle-upon-Tyne sent into 
land to agree with a Scotchman, whp ] 
knowledge to find out Witches by 
them with pins. They agreed to give 

twenty shilhngs a-piece for all he ccmld 

demn, and bear his travelling expenses. Oft 
his arrival the bellman was sent tfarougfa thi 
town to invite all persons that would bring ift , 
any complaint against any woman for a Witdi^ . 
that she might be sent for and tried by ffat 
persons apjpointed. Thirty women were, on 
this, brought into the town-hall and 8tri}medt 
and then openly bad pins thrust into their, 
bodies, about twenty-seven of whom he found 
guilty. His mode was, in the sight of all tha 
people to lay the body of the person suspected 
naked to the waist, and then he ran a pm into 
her thigh, and then suddenly let her coats fell, 
demanding whether she had nothing of his in 
her body but did not bleed : tiie woman, 
through fright and shame, being amazed, re- 
plied little; then he put his hand up her coats 
and pulled out the pin, setting her aside as & 
guilty person and child of the Devil. By- 
tliis sort of evidence, one Wizard and fourteei^ 
Witches were tried and convicted attbeassise^ 
and afterwards executed. Their names a>J 
recorded in the parish register of St. Andre^v* 
See my « History of Newcastle-upon-Tyn^ ■• 
Nash, in his " History of WorcestenVv^"^ ,, 
vol. 11. p. 38, teUs us that, «« 14 May, ^^ 
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18 accused of Witchcraft were 
om Kidderminster to Worcester 
Widow Robinson, and her two 
ind a man. The eldest daughter 
I of saying that, if they had not 
the king should never have come 
; and, tibough he now doth come, 

not live long, but shall die as ill 
bey ; and that they would have 
like pepper. Many great charges 
0, and little proved, tibey were put 
Ling in the river : they would not 
am aloft. The man had five teats, 
three, and the eldest daughter one. 

went to search the women none 
! ; one advised to lay them on their 
keep open their mouths, and then 
I appear; and so they presently 

sight." 
jtor adds that "it is not many 

a poor woman, who happened to 
^ly, was almost drowned in^he 
[)o4 of Worcester, upon a supposi- 
chcraft ; and had not Mr. Lygon, 
n of singular humanity and in- 
«ifered in her behalf, she would 
aye been drowned, upon a pre- 
lat a Witch could not sink." 
r« from a " Relation " printed by 
in Long Acre, London, that in the 
tf rs. Hicks, and her daughter aged 

were hanged in Huntingdon for 
, for selling their souls to the Devil, 

and destroying their neighboms, 

them vomit pins, raising a storm, 
lip was almost lost, by pulling off 
gs, and making a lather of soap. 
Ae 33 Hen. VIIL c. viii. the law 
all Witchcraft and Sorcery to be 
lout benefit of clergy, 
statute 1 Jac. I. c. xii. it was or- 
all persons invoking any evil spirit, 
ng, covenanting with, entertaining, 
, feeding, or rewarding any evil 
taking up dead bodies from their 
►e used in any Witchcraft, Sorcery, 
enchantment, or killing or otherwise 
iny person by such infernal arts, 

guilty of felony without benefit of 
id suffer death. Q) And if any 

-h llth, 1618. Margaret and Philip 



person should attempt by Sorcery to discover 
hidden treasure, or to restore stolen goods, or 
to provoke unlawful love, or to hurt any man 
or beast, though the same were not effected, 
he or she should suffer imprisonment and 
pillory for the first offence, and death for the 
second. 

Flower, daughters of Joane Flower, were executed 
at Lincoln for the supposed crime of bewitching 
Henry Lord Roaae, eldest son of Francis Bf anners 
Earl of Rutland, and causing his death ; also, for 
most barbarously torturing by a strange sickness 
Francis, second son of the said Earl, and Lady Ka- 
therine, his daughter ; and also, for preventing, by 
their diabolical arts, the said Eaurl and his Countess 
from having any more children. They were tried 
at the Lent Assizes before Sir Henry Hobart, Lord 
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, and Sir Inward 
Bromley, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, and 
cast by the evidence of their own confessions. To 
effect the death of Lord Henry <* there was a glove 
of the said Lord Henry biuied in the ground, and, 
as that glove did rot and waste, so did the liver of 
the said Lord rot and waste." The spirit employed 
on the occasion, called Rutterkin, appesjrs not to 
have had the same power over the lives of Lord 
Francis and Lady Katherine. Margaret Flower 
confessed that shenad *' two familiar spirits sucking 
on her, the one white, the other black-spottod. The 
white sucked under her left breast, the black-spot-. 
ted" &c. When she first entertained them, she 
promised them her soul, and they covenanted to do 
all things which she commanded them. 

From a very curious printed tract of that 
time, entitled " A wonderful IMscovery 
of Witchcraft," 23 pages, 8vo., in the 
library of the Right Hon. Sir Joseph 
Banks, Bart., K.B., P.R.S. 

In "The Diary of Robert Birrel," preserved in 
'* Fragments of Scottish History," 4to. Edinb. 1708, 
are inserted some curious memorials of persons 
suffering death for Witchcraft in Scotland. 

<* 1591, 25 of Junii, Euphane M*Kalsen ves brunt 
for Vitchcrafte." 

*' 1529. The last of Februarii. Richard Grahame 
wes brunt at ye Crosse of Edinburghe, for Vitchcrafte 
and Sorcery." * 

"1593. The 19 of May, Katherine Muirhead 
brunt for Vitchcrafte, quha confest sundrie poynta 
yr. of." 

" 1603. The 21 of Julii, James Reid brunt for 
consulting and useing with Sathan and Witches, and 
quha wes notably knawin to be ane counsellor with 
Witches." 

'* 1605. July 24th day, Henrie Lowrie brunt on 
the Castell Hill, for Witcihcrafte done and committed 
be him in Kyle, in the parochin." 

The following is from the " Gent. Mag." for 1775, 
vol. xlv. p. 601 : " Nov. 15. Nine old women were 
burnt at Kalisk in Poland, charged with having 
bewitched and rendered unfruitful the lands be- 
longing to a gepUemsak Va li)b>X ^iftikiiMfty 
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r^7) See niackstoiie's ^ Commentaries^" vol. 
iv. p. 61 : liy Statute 9 Geo. 11. c. v. it was 
euacteil tliat nu prosecution should in future 
be carrie<l on against any iM;rson fur conju- 
ration, Witclicraft. Sorcery, or encliantment. 
Howevever, the misdemeanor of persons pre- 
tending to use Witchcraft, tell furtunes, or 
discover stulen goi^ls by skill in the occult 
sciences^ is still deservedly punished with a 
year's iroi-risuDment, and till recently by 
btanuing ftur times in the pillory. 

Tbus tiie Witch Act. a dis^ace to the Code 
dH EDgliib Lava, was not repealed till 1736. 

lu the *'St«:tifttical Account of Scutland^" 
TuL T. <vo. £d:cb. 179J. p. 240. pariah of 
Oki K:lpatr!ck. in the county (si Dumbarton. 
we read : *■ The history of the Dorgamui 
Wi:cLes. Lathe :.e:^Llk.,ur::. ^ parish of Eiskiiie. 
is Weil kiwwu to tlje cur:«>as. That this (vtrish 
in the ilark ajes 7tut«K^ I'f :he same freoay, 
Slid :Li: ii^a.-ceu: jversiL-ns were sacrificed at 
tbe MurLcte cf crucify, l-i^ i:y. oad superstirroiu 
cauc^t l>e cvuc«jiiaI. As Ixie as the e:.d k^ 
rhe 1&SI crnnitT ;i wv-3!au was Umic llr Wicrh- 
c»A ^: ScLLidyfvCxL War :bfe v:!!jLi:e. ai.d :::e 
iMues v^i 'SMt ua:Vriu:dk:e victim wen l.u«jy 
fttiLU du :be vlaee." 

I'vi. y. 4^4. foiisit inf Spoiu cwHiuty </ 
Eu: l^::.-.!", •• PAr:<hij>I Rec.r.:*."" - 169>: 
TW Snsi.-s, After a. !c£u; exajui::-di:i.':: .:*«::> 
neaiMt.. ?v*r :b* v-.Me vjf Mat":.:: I.:"!*. :Vr 

lie K ^wvMcy Wir-.-b, ^.V:. 17 .\> ; Mjciy 
W :::>•> 'mugi vtt :bie :vy ,*£ S^vn *,\jcu* 

Uivi. li .1 vi.'. y. -'^■^ yjL:'.*;i .:' i!j*; M^»ti 
VsL.c. .-.'JUi:? 02" ^ .:. ;^ A ; k : "lyvt; a r-Avj: 

^riz:!':;? K,L>f*'**,**v. ■.: i^sAiC- .. r",s-tvc ::-.•.•«?* 

W -.wbo*. 









dor V »H- «u(^f»iti»vu im' titcuMC ^«miiw iacmic 
W ^hrt 4MMMI ^MIIi^hl^MWMildlk ^Hk ^^Mlfr 



years, |)er>'aded all ranks of men in lociefrff 
bid fair to prevent the return of a fremy 
which actuated our forefathen universally) 
and with fatal violence/* The following if 
extracted from the Parish Records: "New^ 
burgh, Sept. IS, 1653. The minister gaire in 
against Kath'rine Key severall poynts that 
j liad come to his hearing, wfaicb lie desyied 
I might be put to tryelL I. That, being rcfuied 
: milk, tiie kow gave nothing but red blood; 
; and being sent for to sie the kow. she clapped 
i (stroked) the kow, and said the kow will be 
! Weill, iuid thereafter the kow becam weiO. 
; 2. (A similar charge.) 3. That the minister 
: and his wife, having ane purpose to take ans 
child of theirs from tiie said Kathrine, which 
she had in nursing, tlie child would suck none 
woman's breast, being only one quarter old ; 
but, bein^ brought again t.>the said Kathrine, 
prese:.:ly sucked her breast. 4. Tuat there- 
after the chyld was spayued Cleaned) she 
come to sie the child and wold have the baime 
^child) in her arms, aud thereafim the baime 
lauiued and gratt weeped sore^ in the night, 
and aluKv: the ^iay rymc : also, that nothing 
could suy 'ner uutil'. she died. Nevertheless^ 
bfiVre her c-.=il^ :> see her and ha em- 
b»c:::^ of her, :..x« as weiU with tbe spaining 
aud xvsced .is -«e:ll w any baime could doe. 
^. Tjia; she is o: j^w eviU fanitte and fiune, 
juid 5o wjtf bcc 3u»:aer Ufjce her/' The event 
is ao: tevxju-fu. 

Ibid. v/« :£. y. 71. r.irisai of Eiakxne, is a 
:«i<KCfeee :* .'wu.:'* -C^IIecrion cf Criminal 
T7vus" :.c ia ^^^^;cI::: uf th« Bargazran 
W-.:cJe*- 

I- i. -ic*. V.:. y. ' /7. yurtda cf Kirriemuir, 
c,c:L:-y .: JT.cri^ ; - A ::.caljt: pruJ. com- 
^v;j. \ ,"jL.'.cc. ■« •ft'>'v»-<;iMiL Wis lately con- 
^,'r ;«.', -.■ i rsweru.-ix !5-c *i>» ^^ ■ t*« Jq the 
Vijk.'^: X rauc.L Sfr2erv.se ^'--t-. :f we may 
;i'^p!f Vrvvi rji; Vii-jw. TOitf >uii;rfti:ioa of our 

:. N L. ^ .: \ ^ > .-i rlui*! :-: MlX-CaMer, 
,vc*'.i» :i iu.- :: xr^-j : Wi-.-lj;* f:rmcrly 
:c::' c :j*:w. ', ;e xiiiEuc»i "iiiTiQ zx pezsoua 
,'fM^»i.;iTtc r. irtT'/ ■ui-jw w-i«j -T^n* Kuiwcted 
,>f \\ ■ \:..iv.-:fc:t L-v jui.^. %'iHn ^.iar je-J. wak. ^to 
?Kcv>i ^«jr A>a *.;i yiij*, 3«»ilif*. Awb, or 
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iron* hnted to t. tHait of mi- 
lieu." The nfcrgiiM fur tliLi ii alia U Amot'f 
"TriaW 

Ibid. vol. XTiii. p. 97, i»nth of Kirkaldy, 
county of Fife, it a a\d: "A man and bit 
wifa were burnt bere in 1633, for the luppoMd 
cnme ofWitcbcnA. At that time the belief 
of Witebcraflpmailed, aodtiiaJiand eiecn- 
tioiu on account of it were frequent, in all the 
kiugdon of Europe. It wai in I63i that 
Ifae famon* Urbui Grandier wai, at the iiuti- 
gatkm of Cardinal Bicbelieu, whom be had 
aatirized, tried, and condemned to tlis stake, 
for axercielng tlw blacli art on lome iium of 
Loudun, who were tuppoaed to ba pc m ned. 
And it wai macb about the game time that 
tiM wife of the MBi«cha1 d'Ancre ((te a, B) 
waa bumt far a Witcb, at the Place de Qrere, 
at Forii." In the Appendix, ibid. p. flS3, art 
theparticulanoftbekiikaldy Witcbet. The 
following: item* of eieculioii eipenfM an 
•qnallj (bocking and curium : 



" For ten kiada of eoala tc 
Tot a tai-barrel ■ ■ 

Far harden to be Jnmpi 
For making of tbem 

Unit. lA. XX. p. 194, I 



. A- 

3 6 A Scoti. 



3 10 
8" 



for the Thane of Olaninii'i intertiew with 
the wuwaid or weird Sittera in Macbeth." 

Ibid. p. 242, pariili of Collaee, county of 
Perth; Dunilnnao Caalle : "In Mocbethe 
time WitchcnA waa very prevalent in Scot- 
land, and two of the rant famoai Witchn in 
Ow kingdom lived on each hand of Macbeth, 
ma at Collace, the other not far from Dun- 
■immi Houae, at a place culled the Cape. 
Macbeth applied to them fbr advice, and by 
Qieir couniel built a lofty cattle upon the lop 
trf an adjoining hill, nnte called Duniinnan. 
The tnaor where die Wilcbee met, wbieh ii in 
the pariih of fit Hsrtin'i^ ii ;et pointed oot 



For an " Account of the Witchei of Pittaa- 
weam, in the county of Pifit, about the he^in- 
tiiug of the lait Century," tee the "Edinb. 
Magaiine" for Oct. 1817, pp. 199-208. 

Mr. Pennant, in hii "Tour in Scotland," 
telliut,p. 115, that the lait inrtanceoftba 
frantic exeoationa for Witchcraft, uf wliich io 
much hat been already laid, in the North of 
Scotland, wa> in Juuf, lir},(<') " ai that in 
the South wBi at Paiiiaj in 1696, when, 
among othen,awomBn, jroung and hajidioma, 
■uflered, atid with a reply to her inquiring 
friandt worthy a Roman matron, being atk^ 
why the did not rnake a better defence on bet 
trial, ai^wered, * My persecutors have d^ 
itroyed my honor, and my life is not now worth 
the pains uf defeniling.' The last initsnce of 
national credulity on this head was the itorr 
or the Witches of Thnrso, who, tormeiiCiuK for 
a long time an honest fellow under the uaml 
form of cats, at last prnvoked him so, tliat ona 
night he put them to Qiglit with his broad 
iword, and cut off the leg of ona lest nimbia 
tiion tlierett: on biatakitig itupjtohitamaie- 
ment he found it belonged to a female of hi* 
own ipeciei, and next morning discovered the 
owner, on old hag, with only the companioci 
leg to '■^- 



m In the "Stallnlul Acuont of UcoUioi," 
p.ri.hofl.oth,H.. Smh».luid,vol. v). p. 311, Itii 
•tued that I he unhippy a smu hen alluded to waa 
Inirnt «l Dornooh, anil that '■the CDmmon peopU 
enlerialn ■iniiiB prejudlcn agalnit her relaJoHIo 

Edinb. I1BD, p. 311, It itiHld tenni'iliit the p«» 
cutlon of lupn^Dd WJieho is not yet endrely Idd 
tsldalnlha()rkDey>. ThamintaterofXcmthRnnaU. 

"IiWnuorUcfu'lndWibihM'i 

thfllr attacks, draw Jmaglnur rtrolas, and fdaa* 






sria,tlMt,wh* 
>iee<lmesl»„ 



and Imutinin m»b pnrtj/^itAw 

laugh at luDh sbiuiditiea, and t 
strved eootvnpt.^ 
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on this country as long as any memory re- 
mains of the tragical end of the poor people at 
Tring,(0 who, witliin a few miles of our capi- 
tal in 1751, fell a sacrifice to the belief of the 



(I) «♦ April 22, 1751 : At Trin|f, in Ilertfordahire, 

0ne B- -d d, a publican, giving out that he was 

bewitched by one Osborne and his wife, harmless 
people above 70, had it cried at several market-towns 
that they were to be tried by ducking this day, which 
occasioned a vast concourse. The parish oflBcers hav- 
ing removed the old couple from tne workhouse into 
the church for security, the mob, missing them, broke 
the workhouse windows, pulled down the pales, and 
demolished part of the house ; and, seizins the go- 
vernor, threatened to drown him and fire tne town, 
having straw in their hands for the purpose. The 
poor wTetches were, at length, for public safety, de- 
livered up, stripped stark naked by the mob, their 
thumbs tied to their toes, then dragged two miles, 
and thrown into a muddy stream ; after much ducking 
and ill-usage, the old woman was thrown quite naked 
on the banK, almost choked with mud, and expired 
in a few minutes, being kicked and beat with sticks, 
even after she was dead ; and the man lies danger- 
ously ill of his bruises. To add to the barbarity, 
thev put the dead >Vitch (as they called her) in bed 
witn lier husband, and tie<l them together. The 
coroner's inquest have since brought in their verdict 
teil/ul murdtr against Tliomas ^lason, Wm. Mvatt, 
Rich. Orice, Rich. Wadlev, James Proudham, John 
Sprouting, John May, Adam Curling, Francis Mea- 
dows, and twenty others, names unknown. The 
poor man is likewise dead of the cruel treatment he 
received." Gent. Mag 1751, vol. xxi. p. 186. 

In another part of the same volume, p. 198, the in- 
cidents of this little narrative are corrected. '* Trin*;, 
May 2, ITM. A little before the defeat of tlie 
Scotch, in the late rebellion, the old woman,C)sbome, 
cametoone Butterfield,who then kept a dairy atUub- 
blecot, and begvivd for some buttermilk, but Butter- 
field told her with great brutality that he had not 
enough for his hog* ; this provoked the old woman, 
who went away, telling him that the IVvtender 
would have him and his hogs too. Soi>n afterwar\ls 
•everal of Mutterfleld's calves Invame dis:emper«>d ; 
upon which some ignorant people « ho liaU Invn 
told the story of the buttermilk gave out ;h*t thev 
were be»itche*l by old mvuher l>»borne; and Miu- 
terdeld himself, wht> had now left his dairv, and 
taken the publii^house by the br^>ok of iiubblecot, 
having l^e^*!! latelv. as he had been manv vears Ik«' 
ft>iv at time«, tr\»uble*l with ilia, mother VVilvrue wa* 
said to be the *'au>.o; he ^^** (vrHuaded that the 
doct\^rs wuld do him no ^xkhU and was advise^l u> 
send tW an old wvMuau imu of N\>rth;ftmpton«hir\\ 
who \kas iVkmous fv^r ournii; «lisi(>]t«^v( thai \kvr^ pr\*- 
duved b> \\it\'hor*rt. rhi-* sw^itvunu ivr^xMi v>*s **»- 
coi\Uut{l\ -HMxt f\vr Aud v^xuo ; 'the vVMiduu^lihe tidi- 
vulou^t ov^tuuMi that had Uvu VM\'^«.^<«tNsl of Huttvr- 
tt%'ld\ diwt\WT, and oid«<^lvd *u luvu t\» Vksilvh h»* 
hous«> da\ and iiwht wuh ^uwn, |titv^(^kr)^«^ l^ll^ 
«»ther ^A%^a)«ona» at Uu' »alUl'tllu^>hau>tUl^; ^unethini! 
«WMt (h««u tt^kkSt whu«h alH« mmU «a« a oKanu that 
iii«mM aviww lW«M ftyiik Wrti^ W«ii«lkv4 ihwA- 



common people in Witches; or oftiiat ridicu- 
lous imposture in the capital itself, in 1762, 
of the Cock -lane ghost, which found credit 
with all ranks of people/' 

selves. However, these extraordinary proce^ings 
produced no considerable effects, nor drew the at- 
tention of the place upon them, till some persons, 
in order to bring a large company together, wim a 
lucrative view, ordered, by anonymous letters, that 
public notice should be given at Winslow, L«ighton, 
and Hempstead, by the crier, that Witches were to 
be tried bv ducking at Longmarston on the 22nd of 
April, liie consequences were as above related, 
except that no person has as yet been committed on 
the coroner's inquest cxcejrt one Thomas Colley, 
chimney-sweeper ; but several of the ringleaders in 
the riot are known, some of whom live very remote, 
and no expense or diligence will be spared to bring 
them to justice." 

It appears, ibid. p. 378, that Thomas Colley w«s 
executed, and afterwards hung in chains, for the 
murder of the above Ruth Osborne. 

Such, it should seem, was the folly and supersti- 
tion of the crowd, that, when they searched the work- 
house for the supposed Witch, they looked even into 
the salt-box. supposing she might have concealed 
herself within less space than would contain a cat. 
The deceased, being dragged into the water, and not 
sinking, Colley went into the pond, and turned her 
over several times with a stick. It appeared that 
the deceased and her husband were wrapped in two 
different sheets ; but her body, being pushed abont 
by Ck>lley, slipped out of the sheet, and was exposed 
naked. 

In the same vol. p. 269, is a minute statement of 
the Earl of Derbv's disorder, who was supposed to 
have died from AVitchcraft, April 16th, 1594. 

In the •* Gent. Mag." also, for July 1760, vol. xxx. 

! p. 346, we read : ** Two persons concerned in duck- 

I ing for Witches all the i>oor old women in Glen 

and Burton Overy, were sentraced to stand in tne 

] pillory at Leicester." 

j See' another instance, which happened at Earl 
. Shilton in Leices;ershire, in 1776, m the ** Scots 
Magazine*' for that year, vol. xxxviii. p. 390. 

iW fv»llo«in!: U from the ** Gent. Mag." for Jan. 
1 To ; , vol. i. p. 29 ; " Of Credulity in Witchcraft :" 

** From Burlington in Pensijvania Mis advised 
that the o» ners of several cattle, believing them to 
W Wxftitvhed« caused some suspected men and 
women to be taken up, and trials to be made for de- 
tec: ing Vm. Above thr<^e hundred people assem- 
bled near :lie ^>vemour's house, and. a pair of scales 
lvin< erev*;e<l, the suspected persons were each 
wc»5:h«'\l aicainst a lair^ bible ; but all of them vastly 
v>ut>»«>i^hiiij; i:« the accused wen» then tied head and 
tVv; tv<u;x':hcr, and put into a river, on aupposition 
that \< the> sv»am they must be guilty, 'rhis they 
i'iVer^ *<> uudirr^^w in case the accuser should be 
ser\ed lu the b.ke manner ; which being done, they 
aU*«awvvr> b«i\aat and cleared the accused. A 
like transuicti^m hApioened at Frome in Somerset- 
I shiii\ iu Sep<«mSfr las;, published in the * Daily 
I JM«iikal»' Jan. :>, K-laiing that a child of one 



NOTES TO SORCERY, OR WITCHCRAFT. 



21 



He farther obaerFct, that at Edinburgh there 
is still sbovm a deep and wide hollow, beneath 
Calton-hill, the place where those imaginary 
criminals. Witches and Sorcerers, were burnt 
in less enlightened times. 

Dr. Zouchy in a note to his edition of 
"Walton's liTes," 4to. York, 1796, p. 482, 
says : " The opinion concerning the reality of 
Witchcrafl was not exploded even at the end 
of ^ seventeenth century. The prejudices of 
popular credulity are not easily effaced. Men 
of learning, eitiier from conviction, or some 
other equally powerful motive, adopted the 
system of Demonology advanced by James I. ; 
and it was only at a recoit period that the 
Legislature repealed the Act made in the first 
year of the reign of that monarch, entitled 
'An Act against Conjuration, Witchcraft, 
and dealing with Evil and Wicked Spirits.' ** 

(**) Mr. Warner, in his "Topographical 
Ronarks relating to the South« Western Parts 
of Hampshire,** already quoted, says, "It 
would be a curious speculation to trace the 
wigin and progress of that mode of thinking 
among the northern nations which gave the 
faculty of divination to females in ancient 
ages, and the gift of Witchcraft to them in 
more modem times. The learned reader will 
receive great satisfaction in the perusal of a 
dissertation of Keysler, entitled ' De Mulie- 

Wheeler, being seised with strange fits, the mother 
was adviaed, by a cunning man, to hang a bottle of 
the child's water, mixed with some of its hair, close 
stop*d, over the fire, that the Witch would thereupon 
come and break it : it does not mention the success ; 
bat a poor old woman in the neighbourhood was 
taken up, and the old trial by water-ordeal revived. 
They dragg'd her, shivering with an ague, out of 
her noose, set her astride on the pommel of a sad- 
dle, and carried her about two mites to a mill-pond, 
striptoff her upper cloaths, tied her legs, and with 
a rope abont her middle threw her in, two hundred 
spectators aiding and abetting the riot. They affirm 
me swam like a cork, though forced several times 
nnder the water ; and no wonder, for, when they 
ttrained the line, the ends thereof being held on 
each side of the pond, she must of necessity rise ; 
bat by haling and often plunging she drank water 
enoogh, and when almost spent they poured in 
fatanoy to revive her, drew her to a stable, threw her 
en some litter in her wet cloaths, where in an hour 
after she expired. The coroner, upon her inquest, 
eoold make no discovery of the ringleaders : altbo' 
above forty persons assisted in the fact, yet none of 
them eoald be persuaded to accuse his neighbour ; 
so that they were able to charge only three of them 
with mandangbter.'* 



ribus fatidicis,* ad calc. Antiq. Select. Sep- 
ten. p. 371. Much information on the same 
subject is also to be had in M. Mallefs 
'Northern Antiquities,* vol. i. ; and in the 
Notes to the * Edda,' vol. ii." 

The curious reader may also consult An- 
drews's " Contin. of Henry ^s Hist, of Great Bri- 
tain,'' 4to. pp. 35, 196, 198, 207, 303, 374 : 
" A Discourse of the subtill Practises of De- 
uilles by Witches and Sorcerers," by G. Gj^- 
ford, 4to. Lond. 1587 : " A Philosophical 
Endeavour towards the Defence of the Being 
of Witches and Apparitions, in a Letter to 
the much honoured Robert Hunt, Esq." by a 
Member of the Royal Society, 4to. Lond. 
1666 : and " An Historical Essay concerning 
Witchcraft,'' by Francis Hutchinson, D.D., 
8vo. Lond. 1718 ■, the second chapter of which 
contains a chronological table of the execu- 
tions or trials of supposed Witches. An ac- 
count of the New England Witches will be 
found in Chambers's "Edinburgh Journal,'* 
vol. viii. p. 261. 

Among foreign publications, '^ De Lamiis 
et Phitonicis Mulieribus, ad illustrissimum 
Principem Dominum Sigismundum Archidu- 
cem Austrie Tractatus dulcherrimus,'* 4 to. 
[1489] b, I. ; " Compendium Maleficarum," 
4to. Mediol. 1626 ; <' Tractatus duo singu- 
lares de examine Sagarum super Aquam fri- 
gidam projectarum," 4to. Franc. & Lips, 1686; 
and " Specimen Juridicum de nefando Lami- 
arum cum Diabolo Coitu," per J. Hen. Pott, 
4to. JeusB, 1689. Some curious notes on 
Witchcraft, illustrated by authorities from 
the classics, occur at the end of -the 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd acts of " The Lancashire 
Witches," a comedy, by Thomas Shadwell, 
4to. Lond. 1691. 

See also, " Confessions of Witchcraft," in 
Blackwood's "Edinburgh Magazine/' vol. i. 
pp. 167, 497, 498. 

(*•) In the remarkable account of Witches 
in Scotland, (before James the First's coming 
to the Crown of England,) about 1591, en- 
titled *« News from Scotland: the damnable 
Life and Death of Dr. Fian,"("») (printed 

Sn) This Doctor Fian was " Register to the Devil, 
sundry times preached at North Baricke Kirke 
to a number of notorious Witches:" the very per- 
sons who in this work are said to have pretended 
to bewitch and dTOVfii\i\« VL«j^<&%\r}\\!L^««».<tfa»\£&i^ 
from Dentnaik. 
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from the old copy in the Gent Mag. for 
1779, Tol. xlix. p. 449,) is the following : 

** Agnis Tomptou coufeued, that at the 
time when his Majesty was in Denmark, she, 
being accompanied with the parties before 
specially named, took a cat and christened 
it, and afterwards bound to each part of that 
cat the chiefest parts of a dead man, and se- 
veral joints of his body; and that in the 
night following the said cat was conveyed 
into the midst of the sea by all these Witches 
tailing in their riddles or cieves, as is afore- 
said, and so left the said cat right before the 
town of Leith, in Scotland ; this done, there 
did arise such a tempest in the sea as a greater 
ha& not been seen ; which tempest was the 
cause of the perishing of a boat or vessel com- 
ing over from the town of Brant Island to 
the town of Leith, wherein were sundry jewels 
and rich gifts, which should liave been pre- 
sented to the now Queen of Scotland, at her 
Majesty's coming to Leith. Again it is con- 
fessed that the said christened cat was the 
cause that the King's Majesty's ship, at his 
coming forth of Denmark, had a contrary 
wind to the rest of his ships then being in 
his company ; which thing was most strange 
and tnie, as the King^s Majesty acknow- 
ledgeth." 

One plainly sees in this publication the 
foundation-stones of the royal treatise on Dse- 
monology ; and it is said ** these confessions 
made the king in a wonderful admiration,'' 
and he sent for one Geillis Duucane, who 
played a reel or dance before the Witches, 
'' who upon a small trump, called a Jew*s 
trump, did play the same dance before the 
King s Majesty : who, in respect of the strange- 
ness of these matters, took great delight to be 
present at all their examinations.'' Who is 
there so incurious that would not wish to have 
seen the monarch of Great Britain entertain- 
ing himself with a supposed Witches perform- 
ance on the Jew's-har{i 1 

Warburton, on the passage in ** Macbeth,'" 
" Thrice the brinded cat hath mew'd," ob- 
serves that " A cat, from time immemorial, 
has been the agent and favourite of Witches. 
This superstitious fancT is pagan and very 
ancient; and the originaJ, pechi^ thit : when 
Galinthia vaa changed into a cat by the 
^j^/9 Amimuag Ubemlk, Metem. 



e. zxix.) ; by Witches (eays Panaanius in hii 
BsBotics) ; Hecate took pity of her and made 
her her priestess; in which office ^ ccn- 
tinues to this day. Hecate herself too, when 
Typhon forced all the gods and goddesses to 
hide themselves in animals, assumed the shape 
of a cat So, Ovid: 

' Fele soror Fhaebi latnit' " 

Hanway, in his '< Travels in Persia,** rol. i 
p. 177, tells ui that *' Cats are there in gveit 
esteem.* 

Mention occurs in GlanviVs '^ Soddacismos 
Triumphatus," pp. 304, 306, of the ftmiliaB 
of Witches sucking them in the shape of eats. 

In the description of the Witdi Manse, 
in the << Gentle Shepherd,'' the following 
occurs : 

" And yonder's Manse ; 

She and her cat sit beeking in her yard.^ 

In Gay's Fable of " The Old Woman and 
her Cats,*' one of Ihese animals is introduced 
as upbraiding the Witch as follows : 

" Tis infamy 1o serve a hag ; 
Cats are thought imps, her broom a nag ; 
And boys against (mr lives combine. 
Because, 'tis said, your cats have nine.^ 

The writer of ** A Journey throogfa the 
Highlands of Scotland.*' inserted in the '* Scots 
Magazine," vol. Ixiv. 8vo. Edin. IH&^-p, 617, 
describing some of ihe superstitions of ^ 
country, says, *' When the goodwife'a cat is 
ill fed, consequently of a lean and meagre 
appearance, it is readily ascribed to the 
Witches riding on them in the night.** 

(»») Trusler, in his " Hogarth Moralized,'* 
p. 134, tells us, speaking of cats, it ham been 
judiciously observed that " the conceit of a 
cat's liaving nine lives hath cost at least nine 
lives in ten of the whole race of them. Scarce 
a boy in the streets but has in this point oat» 
done even Hercules himself, who was re- 
nowned for killing a monster that had bat 
three lives." " The Guardian," No. 61, adds, 
^ Whether the unaccountable animonty 
against this useful domestic may be any 
cause of the general persecution of owls, (who 
are a sort of feathered cats,) or whether it be 
only an unreaaonable pique the modems have 
taken to a aetloxia counleuanoe, I shall not 
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le.'* The owl wag anciently a bird 
nen, and tbence probably has been 
:he general detestation of it, as that 
t has arisen from that useful domes- 
ring been considered as a particeps 
in the Sorceries of Witches. 
Steevens, in his Notes (m Shalcspeare, 
" From a little black-letter boot en- 
3eware the Cat/ 1584, I find it was 
id to a Witch to take on her a catte*s 
ne times.'*', 

Dllowing passage occurs in Dekker's 
{e Horse-Race, ' 4to. 1613 : (the page 
'.) «< When the grand Helcat had got- 
3 two furies with nine lives." 
inHarston's play called "The Dutch 
an," (Works, 8vo. 1633, »ignat.Bb3,) 



' 4ien flsda hast nine lives like a «at." 

n this subject " The British Apollo," 
id. 1708, vol. ii. Num. 1. 
jeu d'esprit entitled " Les Chats,"" 
nfterdam, 1728, there are some very 
particulars relating to these animals, 
le detailed with no common degree of 

i is a very curious extract from a file 
onations taken by some justices against 
Witch, preserved in the ** Life of the 
e^)er Guildford," which forcibly sa- 
he folly of admitting such kind of 
e as was brought against them : '< This 
dit saith he saw a cat leap in at her 
d woman's) window, when it was 
t; and this informant farther saith 
verily believeth the said cat to be the 
and more saith not,''^ It may be ob- 
aponthis evidence, that tx) affect the 
ilprit he could not well have said 

ingenious artist Hogarth, in his '^Med- 
;presents with great spirit of satire a 
mcked by a cat and flying on a broom- 
it being said, as Trusler remarks, that 
ailiar with whom a Witch converses 
er right breast in shape of a little dun 



cat, as smooth as a mole, which when it has 
tucked, the Witch is in a kind of trance. 
See '' Hogarth Moralized," p. 116. 

(^*) Mr. Steevens, on the passage in Shak- 
q)eare's " Much Ado about Nothing,** 

"If I do, hang me in« bottle, like a oat, 
and shoot at me," 

observes that, in tome votmtiet in England, a 
cat was formerly closed up witii a quantity 
of soot in a wooden bottle, (such as that in 
which shepherds carry their liquor,) and was 
suspended on a line. He who ba^t out the 
bottom as he ran under it, and was nimble 
enough to escape its contents, was regarded 
as the hero of this inhuman diversion. See 
Reed*s edit, of Shakspeare, 1803, voL vi. 
p. 24. 

He cites, ibid., «jme passages that shmr it 
was a custom formerly to shoot with arrows 
" at a catte in a basket." They prove also 
that it was the custom to shoot at fictitioua 
as well as real i^ts. 

A similar kind of sport seens to be alluded; 
to in the followii^ passage in Bratliwaite^s. 
« Strappado for the Devil,' 8vo. Lond. 1615^. 
p. 162: 

" If Mother Red-cap chanoe to have an- oxe 
Rested all whole, O how you*le fty to it. 
Like widgeons, or like wild geese iafuH* 
flocks. 
That for his pemiy each may have his 

bitte: 

* # « « # « 

Set oitit a pageant, whoo'l not thither runne'? 
As *twere to whip the oat at AhingtonJ'^ 

In " Frost Fair," a very rare topographical 
print, ** printed on the River Thames in the 
year 1740,** there is the following reference : 
« No. 6, Cat in the Basket Booth." Although 
it is doubtful whether it was used merely as 
an ale-booth, or intended to invite company 
to pcurtake of the barbarous sport, it is equally 
a proof that Shakspeare*s rustic game or play 
of " the Cat and Bottle" continued in use 
long after his days. 
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Thkke is a Ttilgar saying in Ae norfli, and 
probably in many other parti, of England, 
♦* No one can say black is your eyefQ) 
meaning that nobody can justly speak ill of 
you. Jt occurs also in a curious quarto 
tract entitled " The Mastive, or Young 
Whelpe of the Old Dog; Epigrams and 
Batyrs/' Lond., no date. One of these is as 
follows : 

D. 
*« Doll, in disdaine, doth from her heeles 
defle 
The best that breathes shall tell her black* i 

htr eye : 
And thftt it's true she speaks, who can say 

nay, 
'Wlieti none that lookes on't but will sweare 
'tis gray?" 

I have no donbt but that this expression 
origitiatrd in the pojjular superstition con- 
c'pmitig an eril^ that is an enchanting or be- 
M'lVcAi/f^, RYR. Ill confirmation of this I must 
cite the foUowing pansago from Scot's " Dis- 
r.overy," p. 301 : '• Many writers agree with 
Virgil ana Theocritus in the effect of bewitch- 
ing eyps, aflirming tiiat in Scythia there are 
women cnllrd HithisD, having two balls, or 
rather hhrk»^ in the apples of their eyes. (*) 
HiiHie (forsooth) witli their angry looks do 
bewitch and \\\\rU not only young lambs, but 
voung childrrn." He says, n. 35, " The 
IrUhinen afltnn timt not only tlieir diildren, 
init their cattle, are (as they call it) tye^tteny 
when they fall suddenly siok.**(*) 

Martin, in his " Descrintion of the Western 
Islands of Scotland/' p. ri3» says : ** All these 
Islanders^ and several thoxisands of the neigh- 
bo\iring oivntinent, are of opinion tliat some 
)Hirtio\uar ^versons have an evil eye» which 
ndVets ohihlren ami cattle» This, they say, 



occasions frequent miachaDceB and sometimes 
death." (*) 

In Heron^s *< Journey through Part of Scot- 
land,*' Tol. ii. p. 228, we read : << Cattle are 
subject to be injured by what is called an evil 
eye, for some persons are supposed to have 
naturally a blasting power in their eyes widi 
which they injure whatever offends or is hope- 
lessly desired by them. Witchesand Warlocks 
are also much disposed to wreak their malig- 
nity on cattle." (*) 

In the *< Statistical Account of Scotland," 
vol. XV. (8vo. Edinb. 1795), p. 258, parish of 
Monzie, shire of Perth, we are told : ** The power 
of an evil eye is still believed, although the 
faith of the people in Witchcraft is much en- 
feebled." 

In the same work, vol. zviii. p. 123, parish 
of Gargunnock, county of Stirling, we read : 
" The dregs of superstition are still to be 
found. The less informed suspect something 
like Witchcraft about poor old women, and are 
afraid of their evil eye among the cattle. If 
a cow is suddenly taken ill, it is ascribed to 
some extraordinary cause. If a person when 
called to see one does not say * I wish her 
luck,' there would be a suspicion he had some 
bad design." (') _ 

In going once to visit the remains of Brink- 
bume Abbey, in Northumberland, I found a 
reputed Witch in a lonely cottage by the side 
of a wood, where the parish had placed her to 
save expenses and keep her out of the way. 
On inquiry at a neighbouring farm-house, I 
was told, though I was a long while before I 
could elicit anything from the inhabitants in 
it concerning her, Uiat everybody was afraid 
of her cat, sind that she herself was tiioughf >to 
have an evil eye, and that it was accounted 
dangerous to meet her in a morning << black- 
«Mlmg."0 
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C) In " Vox Dci, or the great Duty of Self- 
Rdlection upon a Man's own Wayes/' by N. 
Wanley, M.A. and minister of the Gospel at 
Beeby, in Leicestershire, 12mo. Lond. 1658, 
p. 85, the author, speaking of St. Paul's hav- 
ing said that he was, touching the righteous- 
nesw which is in the law, blamelesse, observes 
iqx>n i^ '' No man could say (as the proverb 
hwi it) black wot hit eye/' 

In Browne^s *^ Map of the Microcosme/' 
12mo. Lond. 1642, signat. D 4 b, we read : 
" As those ey^ are accounted bewitching, qui 
gtminant hahent pupiUam, sicut Illyrici, which 
have double-sighted eyes; so," &c. 

(") In Herrick^s « Hesperides," p. 150, in 
'* The Kisse, a Dialogue/' we read : 

^ It is an active flame that flies, 
Firs^ to the babiet €f the eyet, 
And charmes them there with lullabies.*' 

So '< Upon Mistresse Susannah Southwell's 
Eyes," p. 225 : 

** Cleere are her eyes, 
Like purest skies. 

Discovering from thence 
A baby there, 
That turns each sphere, 

Like an intelligence." 

Ibid. p. 138, « To Virgins:" 

" Be ye lockt up like to these, (*) 
Or the rich Hesperides; 
Or those babies in your eyes. 
In their christall nunneries ; 
Notwithstanding Love will win. 
Or else force a passage in." 

(») In Adey's" Candle in the Dark," p. 
104, we read : <* Master Scot, in his * Dis- 
covery,' telleth us tibat our English people in 
Ireland, whose posterity were lately barbar- 
onsly cut off, were much given to this idolatry 
in the queen*s time, insomuch that, there being 
a disease amongst their cattle that grew blinde, 
being a common disease in that country, they 

(«} /• 0. Rosamond and Danae. 



did commonly execute people for it, calling 
them eyerbiting Witches." 

(*) Martin, in the same work, p. 38, speak- 
ing of the Isle of Harries, says : *' There is 
variety of nuts, called Molluka Beans, some 
of which are used as amulets against Witch- 
craft or an evil eye, particularly the white 
one : and, upon this account, they are wore 
about children's necks, and if any evil is in- 
tended to them, they say the nut changes into 
a black colour. That they did change colour 
I found true by my own observation, but can- 
not be positive as to the cause of it. 

" Malcom Campbell, Steward of Harries, 
told me that some weeks before my arrival 
there all his cows gave blood instead of milk 
for several days together : one of the neigh- 
bours told his wife that this must be Witchcraft 
and it would be easy to remove it, if she would 
but take the white nut, called the Virgin 
Mary's Nut, and lay it in the pail into which 
she was to milk the cows. This advice she 
presently followed, and, having milked one 
cow into the pail with the nut in it, the milk 
was all blood, and the nut changed its colour 
into dark brown. She used the nut again, and 
all the cows gave pure good milk, which they 
ascribe to the virtue of the nut. This very 
nut Mr. Campbell presented me with, and I 
keep it still by me.' 

(*) "Charms," the writer adds, "are the 
chief remedies applied for their diseases. I 
have been, myseltj acquainted with an anti- 
burgher clergyman in these parts, who actually 
procured from a person, who pretended skill 
in these charms, two small pieces of wood, 
curiously wrought, to be kept in his father's 
cow-house, as a security for the health of his 
cows. It is common to bind into a cow's tail 
a small piece of mountain-ash wood, as a 
charm against Witchcraft. Few old women 
are now suspected of Witchcraft ; but many 
tales are told of the conventions of Witches in 
the kirks in former times." 

In " The History of Philocles and Doriclea," 
or " The Two Lancashire Lovers," inscribed 
to Alexander Rigby, E8<\.^ Clarka ^^ \Jq& 
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Crowne for tlie County Palatiite of Lancaster, 
8vo. IjjtidoUf 1610, p. 19, in Camillus's 
•peech to lioriclea, in the I^ancasbire dialect, 
he telU her, in order to (^ain her affections, 
•* We hail 8t<jre of goodly cuttell ; my mother, 
though thee Ijee a vixoii, sliee will blenke 
blitlily on you for my cause; and we will ga 
to the Udwzieii and slubber up a sillihnb; and 
I will kmke imhiet hi your eyet^ and picke silly- 
eornes out of your toes : and wee will han a 
whisk in at every Rash- bearing, a wassel-cup 
at Yule, a seed-cake at Fastens, and a lusty 
cheese-cake at our Slieqw-wash ; and will not 
aw this done bravely, jantlewoman?" — In 
lier answer to this clown's addresses, she 
observes, among otiier jMSSuges, <* What know 
von but I may ])rove untoward? andtliat will 
bring your mother to her grave; mak9 you 
I pretty linhf\ putjimer itk' eye^ and tunic tlie 
Uoore quite off the hingei." The above ro- 
mance is said to have lieen foundeil on a true 
history : the ctwtume ai)iiears to be very accu- 
rate and uppropriati*. 

Volney, in his " Travels in Egypt and 
Kyritt," vt»l. i. p. 2J6, says : *' The ignorant 
mullitfrs of many of the modern Egyptians, 
whiMd hollow »yv*, ]Ni1a faces, swuln l>ellies, 
and meagrt* (Extremities make them seem as if 
th«y had not long to live, Itelieve this to be 
thii (iffet't of the ri'iV try* uf tume eHvioMS prriOH 
whtt hu« Itewilt'heti them; and this ancient 
pritjudire ih alill general in Turkey." 

•' Nothing," hiiyd Mr. Dal lawny /in his *' Ac- 
iumnt of rouituntinople," 4to. \m\i\. 1707, 
p. Hl»|, •' I'ttu e\('et>d the su]H>ntitiun of the 
TuiLs resiHH'ting thr iri/ r««f ttf an rn*iny or 
t»{/i*M. IStiuMges tVom the Koran are )tiunte\l 
lUi the outkide of the luuues, gloltes of gla«a 
aro MUNfiendetl fVom tlie eeiling:*, and a fvirt 
i»f the »u)»eillmuu i'it|vui««tn of tln'ir hor«t«s i« 
dMigiktHt to atiiaot attention and divert a 
kiitiater inrtueuee.*' 

That thi« a\iiH>ntitii\n vtas kiHtwn to the 
Uomaits \Ae have llw> autliiwitv of Virgil: 

4^gu\«." Kcl. iii, 

'liie f\dh»vii»)C )MMumip A\\in \«m^ wt U>i\( 
lUvMu's wx^kk is vii^l i» ** Miuiw M««sU«^ 
v\d. i. p. %i\ ^\% mmim ttm» Imv* Kmu *« 



most hurt are particularly when the party 
envied is bebeld m glory and triumph." 

Lupton. in his fourth "Book of Notable 
Things," No. 81, (edit 8vo. 1660, p. 103,) 
says : "' The eyes be not only instruments of 
endiantment, imt also the voyce and evil 
tongues of certain persons ; for there are foond 
in Africk, as Gellius saith, families of men, 
that, if they chance exceedingly to praise to 
trees, pore seeds, goodly children, excellent 
horses, iair and weU-liking cattle, soon aftff 
they will withsr and pine away, and so dye ; 
no cause or hurt known of their withering 9t 
death. Thereupon the custome came, that 
when any do praise anything, (hat we should 
say, God blesse it or keepe it Arist. in Prob. 
by the report of Mizaldus." 

In Bosweirs ** Life of lohnson," edit 8vo. 
vol. iii. p. 260, it is observed : " In days Cff 
superstition they thought tiiat ^ holding (he 
poker before the fire would drive away the 
Witch who hindered the fire ftom burning, as 
it made the Bign of the CrouJ'^ 

In Scotland they say, " if ye can drawblud 
aboon the braith,'* the fascinating power of a 
Witch's eyes will cease. 

(«) Ibid. vol. xiv. p. 526, parish of Auch- 
terhonse, co. of Forfar; extracts from the 
Parish Register : A fast to be kept Jnly 9, 
IGIG, for various reasons : among them, *<-lthly, 
Because of the pregnant scandal of W itchesand 
channfrs within this part of the land, we are 
to sup]>licate the Lord tlierefore." The third 
is singularly curious : " Because of the deso- 
late Stat and cure of several congregations, 
which have been starved by dry-kreaattd mi' 
nistert this long time bygone, and now are 
wandering like idieep but (i. e. witfaoat) shep- 
herds, ami witnesMth no sense of scant." — ^6 
Janaure. 1(>50 : On that day the minister 
desiretl the Session to make aearch every ane 
in their own quaner gave they knew of any 
j \V tiche» or e^irmrn in the paroch, and delate 
them to th^next Session.** ''July 18, 1652: 
Janet Fifr made her public repentance before 
, the piuliut, for learning M. Robertson to 

- clumv W child ; and whereas M. RobertKn 

- «b«m)d Ksv^ d^^ie the like, it pleased the Lord 
b«fv«« thdkt lime ii> call upctu her by death." 

Ibid. T\d« \ix. r. SM. parish of Bendothy, 
Ci\ s'^f l\nth : " 1 have known an instance in 
<:Im»uui$ Uitm, in whidi dir cresuu, tdter 
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nore dHm ordinary labour, eait up only one 
pound of butter, instead of four, irhich it 
ought. By standing a while to cool, and 
having die labour repeated over again, it cast 
up the other three pounds of batter. 

«When Kitty kirned, and there nae buUer 
came, 
¥e, MasMe, gata' ^ wyte.** 

Allan Ramsay. 



(7) The << Homing Herald** new^por of 
Friday, Aug. 16, 1839, affords an evidence of 
the belief in Ae £ucinatiou of Witches still 
occasionally existing in London, in the in- 
stance of two lodgos, one of whom squinted, 
and the other, to avert the supposed conse- 
quences from the defect of the first, coasidered 
she could only protect herself by spitting in 
her face three times a day. 



TOAD-STONE. 



Pennant, in his "Zoology,'' 8vo. Lond. 
1776, vol. iii. p. 15, speaking of the Toad, 
wi& the Roman Fables concerning it, adds : 
'^In afler^times superstition gave it pretema- 
tnral powers, and made it a principal ingre- 
dient in the incantations of nocturnal hags : 

* Tiiad, that under the cold stone 
Days and nights hast thirty-one 
Sweltor'd venom sleeping got, 
Boil tbou/rs/ Tth' charmed pot." 

''We know by the poet that this was in- 
tended for a design of tiie first consideration, 
that of raising and bringing before tiie eyes of 
Kacbeth a bateftd second sight of the pros- 
perity of Banquets line. 

''This shows the mighty powers attributed 
to this animal by the dealers in the magic 
art. But the powers our poet endues it with 
ate far fuperior to tiiose that Gesner ascribes 
to it. Shakspeare's Witches used it to disturb 
the dead : Gesner's only to still the living.'' (^) 

" We may add here," he continues, " ano- 
ther superstition in respect to this animaL It 
was bcuieved by some old writers to have a 
stone in its head, fraught with great virtues, 
medical and magical. It was distinguished 
by liie name of the reptile, and called the 
Toad-atone, Bofonites, Crapaudine, Krotten- 
stein (Boet de Boot de lAp. et Gem. 301, 
90S) ; but all its fancied powers vanished on 
the diacovery of iti being nothing but the fos- 
lile tooA ot the sea-wolf, or some other flat- 
toodied fish, not unfirequent in our island, as 
well aa several other countnes." To ihia 



Toad-stone Shakspeare alludes in the follow- 
ing beautiful simile : 

" Sweet are the uses of adversity. 
Which, like the Toad, ugly and venomous. 
Wears yet a precious jewel in its head."(*) 

The author of the '* Gentle Shepherd" (a 
beautiful pastoral in the Scottish dialect, that 
equals perhaps the '* IdyUia'" of Theocritus) has 
nMide great use of this superstition. He intro- 
duces a clown telling the powers of a witch in 
the following words : 

" She can o'ercast the night, and cloud the 
moon. 
And mak the deils obedient to her erune. 
At midnight hours o'er the kirkyards Ae 

raves, 
And bowks unchristen'd weans out of their 

graves: 
Boils up their livers in a warlock's pow, 
Rins withershins about the hemlock's low ; 
And seven times does her pray'rs backwards 

pray, 
Till Plotcok comes with lumps of Lapland 

clay, 
Mixt with the venom of black Taids and 

makes; 
Of this unsonsy pictures afb she makes 
Of ony ane she hates ; and gars expire 
With slaw and racking pains afore a fire: 
Stuck fou of prines, the divelish pictures 

melt; 
The pain by fowk they represent is felt." 
Afterwards she describes the ridiculous 
opinions of tibft covmVx^ ^^■^'fc^^\ka \Nte^«.SsSw 
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to mirmm ikttA Ibt t mnm mit U notanl 
mn ffrf/dwj4 fft/m fopcnatinal eanta 

** WltfM iMt tht wtfid mmdt g^aod a 
Wb«f» iMt th« bam bore dnmn my mitber's ' 
Mfnmt \frMmuj elf-tbot tierer mair came 

Wb«m TfM/y kinidy and there me batter 

fMtntt i 
y¥\mu lUmy Freetock'f choify-cheeked 

w«ari 
To a fairy ttmrU, and could nae ftand its 

larnff 



night thro* the 



amangtbe snaw; 
■tood still and swat 



the howdy under 



And tint hi mil 
When Mango's ma 

with finght, 
Whoi he bnmijtd 

night; 

When Bawsy shot to dead upon, the green, 
And Sanh tint a snood was nae mair aeen ; 
You, Lacky, gat the wyte of aw fell out, 
And ilka ane here dreads you round 

about,'' (•) &c. 
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0) Hpp vol. ii. ]). 100, note, Pennatit in the 
Viiiiiitin atrpftily miuted, p. 104, speaking of 
ttiD wolMliili ti««ttli, oUerves : " These and 
thu ollifif Kriticlitig tffth iire often found fossil, 
niid III tliMt itiitn cAllod liufonites, or Toad- 
si ohm I tlifty wt^rtt forturrly nmch esteemed for 
tlifii* liiiMKiimry vii-liics, and were set iu gold, 
Mint wiiiii MM riiitfN.** 

(Niiiiinotoil with tliU In a similar ancient 
sU|Ht|iitlttuii wilhrrKAitl to tlic «1{titesor Kagle- 
«luiii>. ooiu^riiiiitK Mr)iioli« tli«» same auUior 
^k^ooUittVj vol. i. i>. 107) tt»lU us: " Thean- 
v((t|it« Wit<^vrd timt th« ))ol)bl(» commonly 
i^Uod \\w A<\\\t^ or KaKli»>!ituu^ WAS found 
ill lilt* OA^W's Wf^U Aiid tliAt \\w C|^ could not 
W liAtvliiMl witlioiit its AMistAiicc* Many 
AUiihl st^M^iiHi liAV« Imhhi miwHi aIhuiI thu 
WmW 

"Wt m\\\^ M i"ilri\ ill his •* Journey fivmi 
l^hwihH lo l*^m\Uu**jv. ^<U^ »)¥i>Akiiut\\f th« 
%\\\s\\t \v|' St \Umii» yjrhich xsmiAiiMM the w. 
\l^llWi *sf \\\A\ \\\<k\^\\\ »M\md<^ ^xt' iMN^teu ^^>^d 
All^^ »i(>V^ Aud vmih^beit >fti<h uteuMt Ai^i »cul|^ 
^M^>s''»A.>m *mW ^^M^>» ^sy^v lAleu tVx^m the 
<iVA«\ii>v >vv^ v^\xV(Nh>U >fchi\^v ^vii^f ^^*«V^^* 
^Al \^V ^^ ^>AH\Uh>^^l >fc>MW^ >ftA» W4I %'^lt^ 
11s^* >h^A* ^N x^^>^ tWVH iW fA^^^^^ .^i|ty« ^MT 



of Notable Things/* 4to. 6. /. bears repeated 
testimony to the virtues of the Tode-stone 
called Crapaudina. In his seventh book he 
instructs how to procure it, and afterwards 
tells us : "You shall knowe whether the Tode- 
stone be the ryght and perfect stone or not. 
Holde the stone before a Tode, so that he may 
see it ; and, if it be a right and true stone, the 
Tode will leape towarde it, and make as though 
he would snatch it He envieth so much that 
man should have that stone." See Reed's 
edit, of Shaksp. 1803« vol. viiL p. 41. 

In Lluelliu*s Poems, 8vo. Lond. 1679, p. 
85, are the following lines on this subject : 
^ Now, as the worst things have some things 

of stead. 
And some Toads treasure jewels in their 

hcad.^ 

{^) The old woman, in the sabsequent soli- 
loquT« gives us a philoeophical account of die 
j pevxple>s folly : 

"^^ Hud luck« alake ! when porcfty and eild 
We«^ out of CsshioD ; mod a lanely bidd. 
With a sma cast of wiles^ shoold in a twitch, 
IvWane iWhsurfu* ohdm. a wrinkled Witch. 
TV»' (miI naafwai «s do mooy sic 
Thai 1 «a a vieftch in nsMpart with anld 

IIk«m» Wr <«l«osa»«i I was tanght 

Tn 41m J L acai SKt absoB llMir common 
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This paftoral, unfortunately for its fame, is 
written in a language but local, and not gene- 
rally understood. Had Mr. Addison known, 
or could he have read this, how fine a subject 
would it have afforded him on which to have 
displayed his inimitable talent for criticism! 

The subsequent, much to our purpose, is 
from the *< Life of Lord Keeper Guildford,*' 
p. 129 : '< It is seldom that a poor old wretch 
IS brought to trial (for witchcraft) but there is 
at the heels of her a popular rage that does 
little less than demand her to be put to death ; 
and if a judge is so clear and op^n as to de- 
clare against that impious vulgar opinion, that 
the Devil himself has power to torment and 
kill innocent children, or that he is pleased to 
divert himself with the good people's cheese, 
butter, pigs, and geese, and the like errors of 
the ignorant and foolish rabble, the country- 
men (the triers) cry, * this judge hath no reli- 
gion, for he doth not believe witches,' and 
so, to show they have some, hang the poor 
wretches." 

See also *' Pandsemonium, or the Devil's 
Cloyster ; proving the Existence of Witches,'* 
&c. 8vo. 1684; and Peck's "Desiderata 
Curiosa,'* vol. ii. p. 476. 

A writer in the " Gent. Mag.'* for March, 
1736, vol. vi. p. 137, says : " The old woman 
must, by age, be grown very ugly, her face 
shriveled, her body doubled, and her voice 
scarce intelligible : hence her form made her 
a terror to children, who, if they were affrighted 
at the poor creature, were immediately said to 
be bewitched. The mother sends for the parish 
priest, and the priest for a constable. The 
unperfect pronunciation of the old woman, 
and the paralytic nodding of her head, were 
concluded to be muttering diabolical charms, 
and using certain magical gestures ; these 
were proved upon her at the next assizes, and 
she was burnt or hang'd as an enemy to man- 
kind." 

From a physical manuscript in quarto, of 
the dato of 1475, formerly in the collection of 
Mr. Herbert, of Qieshunt, now in my library, 
I transcribe Uie following charm against witch- 
craft: 

" Here ys a Qiarme for wyked Wycb. In 
nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, 
Amen. Per Virtutem Domini sint Medicina 
mei pa Crux ^ et passio Christi 5». Vul- 



nera quinque Domini sint Medicina mei \U, 
Virgo Maria roihi succurre, et defende ah 
omni maligno Demonio, et ab omui maligno 
Spiritu : Amen. |J| a ^ g jXj I ^ a ^ 
Tetragrammaton. (Ji Alpha, ^oo. |t« pn- 
mogeiiitus, ^ vita, vita. 1J4 sapiencia, d\ 
Virtus, ^ Jesus Nazawnus rex judeorum, A 
fili Domini, miserere mei Amen. ^ Marcus 
^ Matheus|j4 Lucas ^Johannes mihi suc- 
currite et detendite Amen. ^ Omnipotens 
sempiteme Deus, huiic N. famulum tuum* 
hoc breve Scriptum super se portantem pros- 
pere salvet dormiendo, vigilando, potando, et 




" A special Charm to preserve all Cattel from 
Witchcraft." 

** At Easter, you must take certain drops 
that lie uppermost of the holy paschal candle, 
and make a little wax candle thereof; and 
upon some Sunday morning rathe, light it, and 
hold it so as it may drop upon and between 
the bonis and ears of the beast, saying * In 
nomine Patris et Filii,' &c., and burn the 
beast a little between the honis on the ears 
with the same wax; and that which is left 
thereof, stick it cross-wise about the stable or 
stall, or upon the threshold, or over the door, 
where the cattle use to go in and out : and for 
all that year your cattle shall never be be- 
witehed." 

Pennant tells us, in his " Tour in Scot- 
land,'* that the farmers carefully preserve their 
cattle against witchcraft by placing boughs of 
mountain-ash and honeysuckle in their cow- 
houses on the 2nd of May. They hope to 
preserve the milk of their cows, and their 
wives from miscarriage, by tying threads 
about them : they bleed the supposed witch 
to preserve themselves from her charms. 

Gaule, as cited before, p. 142, speaking of 
the preservatives against witchcraft mentions, 
as in use among the Papists, " the tolling of a 
baptized bell, signing with the signe of the 
Crosse, sprinkling with holy water, blessing of 
oyle, waxe, candles, salt, bread, cheese, gar- 
ments, weapons, &c., carrynig about saints* 
reliques, with a thousand superstitious fop- 
peries ;" and then enumerates those which are 
used by men of all religions: «« 1. In seeking 
to a witch to be holyen a^vxxat ^ h*\\^Vsl. *1 Aw 
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uaing a certain or supposed cbarme, against an 
imcertaine or suspected witclicraft. 3. In 
searching anxiously for the witches signe or 
token left behinde her in the house under the 
threshold, in the bed-straw ; and to be sure to 
light upon it, burning erery odd ragge, or 
bflne, or feather, tliat is to be found. 4. In 
swearing, rayling, threatning, cursing, and 
banning the witch ; as if this were a right way 
to bewitch the witch from bewitching. 5. In 
banging and basting, scratching and claw- 
ii^, to draw blood of the witch. 6. In daring 
and defying the witch out of a carnal security 
and presumptuous temerity.'' 

The following passage is taken from *' Ste- 
pheBs*8 Characters," p. 375 : <* The tinrments 
therefore of hot iron and mercilesse scratching 
nayles be long thought uppon and much 
threatned (by the females) before attempted. 
Meanetime she tolerates defiance thorougn the 
wrathful! spittle of matrons, in stead of fuell, 
or maintenance to her damnable intentions.'' 
He goes on — '* Children cannot smile upon her 



without the hazard of a perpetual wry mcmth : ;. 
a very nobleman's request may be denied man 
safely than her petitions for butter, milke, wod, \ 
small beere; and a great ladies or qo ee n er. 
name may be lesse dimbtfully dorideu. Her 

Erayers and Amen be a charm and a enne: , 
er contemplations and souks delight bee ^ 
other men's mischicfe : her portion ax«d satoEV ^ 
be her sodle and a suceubus: her hi^Hst , 
adorations be yew-trees, dampi^ chmdi- | 
yards, and a fayre moonlight : her best pre- 
servatives be odde numbers and nightie Tetai* 
gramaton.'' 

It was an article in the creed of popi^ 
superstition concerning witches to bHiefe 
<^that, when they are in haU, they most 
leave their Devil." See Helidsy's old play 
of <<TEXNOrAMIA; or the Marriage of the 
Arts," 4to. 1630, signat N 4. 

** Empescher qu'un sorcier," says M. ThisH^ 
<* ne sorte du Ic^is od il e^ en raetlant dee 
balais k la porte de ce logia.*' Tnat4 dm 
Superstitions, p. 331. 
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' A SoBCERER or Magician, says Grose, differs 
from a witch in this : a witch derives all her 
power from a compact with the Devil : a Sor- 
cerer commands him, and the infernal spirits, 
by his skill in powerifnl charms and invoca- 
tions : Q) and also soothes and entices them 
by fumigations. For the devils are observed 
to have delicate nostrils, abominating and fly- 
ing some kinds of stinks : witness the flight of 
the evil spirit into the remote parts of Egypt, 
driven by the smell of a fish's liver burned by 
Tobit They are also found to be peculiarly 
fond of certain perfumes : insomuch that Lilly 
informs us diat, one Evans having raised a 
spirit at the request of Lord Bothwell and Sir 
Keuelm Digby, and forgotten a sufl'umigation, 
the spirit, vexed at the disappointment, snatched 
him out from his circle, and carried him from 
his house in the Minories into a field near 
Botteisea ConsewaT. 
King Janm, io ik^Vtmnuh^'' lays: 



'* The art of Sorcery consists in divers forms of 
circles (') and conjurations ri^itly jcMued to- 
gether, few or more in number according to 
the number of persons conjunvs (always pass- 
ing the singular number), acco^rding to tiie 
qualitieof the circle and form of the apparition. 
Two principal things cannot well in that er- 
rand be wuited : holy water (whereby the 
Devil mocks the Papists), and some present of 
a living thing unto him. There are likewise 
certain daies and houres that they observe in 
this purpose. These things being all ready and 
prepared, circles are made, triangular, quad^ 
rangular, round, double, or single, according 
to the form of the apparition they crave. Bat 
to speake of the diverse formes of the circles, 
of the innumerable characters and crosses that 
are within and without, and out-through the 
same ; of the diverse formes of apparitions that 
the craftie spirit illudes them witn, and of all 
such particulars in that action, I remit it orer 
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to many tiiat have busied their headi in de- 
scribing of the same, as being but curious and 
altogedier unprofitable. Aid this farre only 
I touch, that, when die conjured spirit ap- 
peues, which will not be while ailer many 
eireamstanees^ loog piayers and much mut- 
Umg and murmuriogi of the coinurers, like 
a papistprieste despatching a hunttmg masse — 
how aoecie^ I say, ha a{^)ea|resy if thty have 
minsoil qbs jote of all ten rites; or if any of 
their teete once iljrd orer the cirels^ through 
tenror of this ftarlal apparition, he paies him- 
self at that time, in his owne hand, of that due 
dAi whidi they ought him and otherwise 
would have delaied longer to have paied him ; 
I meaiie^ he carries them with him, body and 
soul. 

''If this be not now a just cause to make 
them waary of tiicse formes of comuration, I 
Iwre it to yoa to judge upon ; considering the 
loDgsomeness of ihe Isibour, te precise keep> 
iog of daies and homea (as I have said), the 
terriUeoeas of the apparitiea» and the present 
peril that they stand in in missing the least 
drcnmatance or freite that they ought to 
observe : and, on the other part, the Derill is 
glad to moove them to a pliuna and square 
dealing wiih them, as I said before." 

"This," Grose obserres, **is a pretty ac- 
curate descriptioD of this mode of conjura- 
tion, styled the circular mediod; but, with 
an diie respect to his Majesty's learning, 
square and triangular circles are figures not 
to be found in Euclid or any of the common 
w riti e ia on geometry. But perhaps King 
hoak9B learnt his mathematics from tne same 
sjsteui as Doctor Sadieverell, who, in one of 
Ins speeches or sermon^ made use of the fol- 
lowiBg sknile : ' They concur like parallel 
lines, meeting in one common centre.* 

** Anodier mode of consulting spirits was 
by tiie berryl, by means of a speculator or 
seer, who, to have a complete rignt, ought to 
be a pure virgin, a youth who had not known 
woman, or at least a person of irreproachable 
life and purity of manners. The method of 
such consultation is this : die conjurer, har- 
iog repeated die necessary charms and adju- 



rations, with the Litany, or invocation pecu- 
liar to the spirits or angels he wishes to call, 
(for every one has his particular form,) the 
seer looks into a chrystal or berryl, wherein 
be will see the answer, represented either by 
types or figures : and sometimes, though very 
rarely, will hear the angels or spirits neak 
articulately. Their pronunciation is, as Lilly 
says, like the Irish, much in the diroat.(*^ 

^ Lilly describes one of these benryls or 
chrystals. It was, he says, as large as an 
orange, set in silver, with a cross at the top, 
and round about engraved the names of Ae 
angels Raphael, Gabriel, and UricL A de- 
lineation of another is engraved in die fron- 
tispiece to Aubrey's ' Miscellanies.* This 
mode of enquiry was practised by Dr. Dee, 
the celebrated mathematician. His specu- 
lator was named Kelly. From him, and 
others practising this art, we have a long 
muster-roll of the infernal host, their difl^erent 
natures, tempers, and appearances. Dr. Regi- 
nald Scot has given us a list of some of me 
chiefs of diese devils or spirits." 

" These Sorcerers, or Magicians, do not 
always employ their art to do mischief; but^ 
on the contrary, frequently exert it to cure 
diseases inflicted by witches, to discover 
thieves, recover stolen goods, (^) to foretell 
future events and the state of absent friends. 
On this account they are frequently called 
White Witches." (•) 

Ady, in his ** Candle in the Dark," p. 29, 
speaking of common jugglers, that go up and 
down to play their tricks in ikyrs and mar- 
kets, says : *' I will speak of one man more 
excelling in that crafr than others, that went 
about in King James his time, and long 
since, who called himself the Kind's Mafettiet 
most exeeUemt Hocus Pocus, and so was he 
called, because that at the playing of every 
trick he used to say, ' Hocus poctts, (^) ton(u% 
talontus, vade celeriter jubeo,* a darke com- 
posure of worda to blinde the eyes of be- 
holders." 

(•) See the pteMnt voloBie, p. 5. 
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(>^ The difference between a conjurer, a 
witcn, and an Enchanter, according to Min- 
fbew, in his <* Dictionary/' it as follows : *' The 
conjurer seemeth by praiers and invocations of 
God's powerful names, to compel the Divell to 
flay or doe what he commandeth him. llie 
witch dealeth rather by a friendly and volun- 
tarie conference or agreement between him 
and her and the divell or familiar, to have 
his or her turn served, in lieu or stead of blood 
or other gift offered unto him, especially of his 
or her soule. And both these differ from In- 
chauters or Sorcerers, because the former two 
have personal conference with the Divell, and 
the oUier meddles but with medicines and ce- 
remcmial formes of words called charmet, with- 
out apparition/* See Reed's edit, of Shaksp. 
1803, vol. viii. p. 407. 

(s) Reginald Scot, in his ** Discourse on 
Devils and Spirits,'* p. 72, tells us that, with 
r^;ard to conjurers, '* The circles by which they 
defend themselves are commonly nine foot in 
breadth, but the eastern Magicians must give 
•even." 

Melton, in his **A8trologaster,'* p. 16, speak- 
ing of conjurers, says, ** They always observe 
the time of the mooiie before they set their 
figure, and when they have set their figure and 
spread their circle, first exorcise the wine and 
water which they sprinkle on their circle, 
then mumble in an unknown language. Doe 
tbev not croase and exorcise their surplus,'' 
their silver wand, gowue, cap, and every in- 
strument they use about their Uacke and 
damnable artt Nay, they ciusse the place 
whereon they stand, because they thiuke the 
Devill hath ih> power to come to it when diey 
have blett it.*' 

The following passage occurt in ** A stno^ 
Horse- Race,*' by Thomas Dekker, Itiu Loud. 
1613, siguat D 3 ; '^ He darting an eye upon 
theiUt able to oonlVMiud a tho^uaud cot^jurers 
in their own ctiroles (though with a wet linger 
they owaa l^loh up a UllW aiv^U)." 

In QifcMNiit'li '' AdvM^ W hi* Sum" $v«k 
Out l«M,ik lMk«M«]Ui« «f tU aaUitrr, 



jurors, do oftentimes teare their masters and 
raisers in pieces, for want of other imploy- 
ment. 

I find Lubrican to have been the name of 
one of these spirits thus raised ; in tbe second 
part of Dekker's " Honest Whore,** 4tD. Lond. 
1630, signat E 3, is the following : 

— ** As for your Irish Lubrican, that spirit 
Whom by preposterous charmes thy lust hath 

raised 
In a wrong circle, him He danme more blacke 
Then any tyrant's soule." 

A jealous husband is threatening an Indi 
servant, with whom he suspects his wife to 
have played false. 

In *< The Witch of Edmonton," 4to. Lond. 
1658, p. 32, Winnifride, as a boy, says : — 

" I'll be no pander to him ; and if I finde 
Any loose Lubrick *scapes in him, I'll watch 

him, 
And, at my return, protest 111 shew you all." 

The old vulgar ceremonies used in raising 
the Devil, such as making a circle with chalky 
setting an old hat in tiie centre of it, repeat- 
ing the Lord's Prayer backward, &c &c., are 
now altogether obsolete, and seem to be for- 
gotten even amongst our bojrs. 

Mason, in his *^ Anatomie of Sorcerie," 4to. 
Ixmd. 1612, p. 86, ridicules ^'Inchanters and 
charmers — diey, which by using of certaine 
conceited words, characters, cirdes, amulets, 
and such-like vaine and widced trumpery (by 
God's permission) doe wmke great marvailes : 
as namely in causing of sicknesse, as also in 
curing diseases in men's bodies. And like- 
wise binding some, that they cannot uae their 
uaturall noweis aind fikculties; as we see in 
uight-spelk. Insomuch as some of them doe 
take in hand to bind the Divell himselfe by 
their inchantmcnts.** 

The following qpellisfiram Herrick's <'Heft- 
pendca,'* pk 3CV1 : 

** Holy water come and bring; 
Cast in salt for seasoning; 
Set tlw brash lor sinnkling : 
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Sacred spittle bring ye hither ; 
Meale and it now mix together ; 
And a little oyle to either : 

Give the tapers here their light, 
Ring the saints-bell to affright 
Far from hence the evill sprite.'* 

The subsequent will not be thought an un- 
pleasant comment ou the popular creed con- 
cerning spirits and haunted houses. It is 
taken from a scene in Mr. Addison^s well- 
known comedy of " The Drummer, or the 
Haunted House T* the gardener, butler, and 
coachman of the family, are the dramatis per- 
sonae. 

" Gcardn, Prithee, John, what sort of a crea- 
ture is a conjurerf 

Butt. Why he's made much as other men 
are, if it was not for his long grey beard. — 
His beard is at least half a yard long : he*s 
dressed in a strange dark cloke, as black as a 
cole. He has a long white wand in his hand. 

Coachm. I fancy 'tis made out of witch elm, 

Gardn. I warrant you if the ghost appears 
hell whisk you that wand before his eyes, and 
strike you the drum-stick out of his hand. 

Buti. No ; the wand, look ye, is to make a 
cbcle ; and if he once gets the ghost in a cir- 
cle, then he has him. A circle, you must 
know, is a conjurer's trap. 

CiMckm. But what will he do with him when 
he has him ^eret 

BtiiL Why then hell overpower him with 
his learning. 

Crardn, If he can once compass him, and 
get him in Lob's pound, hell make nothing 
of him, but speak a few hard words to him, 
and perhaps bind him over to his good beha- 
viour for a thousand years. 

Coadmi. Ay, ay, hell send him packing to 
his grave again with a flea in his ear, I war- 
rant him. 

Buil. But if the conjurer be but well paid, 
he'll take pains upon the ghost and lay nim, 
look ye, in the Red Sea----and then he s laid 
for ever. 

Gardn. Why, John, there must be a power 
of spirits in that 'same Red Sea. I warrant 
ye they are as plenty as tish. I wish the 
spirit may not carry off a comer of the house 
with him. 

ButL As for that^ Peter, you may be sure 
voi« in. 



that the steward has made his bargain with 
the cunning man beforehand, that he shall 
stand to all costs and damages." 

(*) In lliomas Lodgers " Devils Incamat 
of this Age," 4to. Lond. 1596, in the Epistle 
to the Reader, are the following quaint allu- 
sions to Sorcerers and Magicians : '* Buy there- 
fore this Ckrittail, and you shall see them in 
their common appearance : and read these ex- 
orcismes advisedly, and you may be sure to 
conjure them without crossings : but if any 
man long for a familiar for false dice, a spirit 
to tell fortunes, a charme to heale disease, this 
only book can best fit him.^' 

Vallancey, in his ^' Collectanea de Rebus 
Hibemicis," No. xiii. p. 17, says : ** In the 
Highlands of Scotland a large chrystal, of a 
figure somewhat oval, was kept by the priests 
to work charms by ; water poured upon it at 
tiiis day is given to cattle against diseases : 
these stones are now preserved by the oldest 
and most superstitious in the country (Shawe). 
They were once common in Ireland. I am 
informed the Earl of Tyrone is in possession 
of a very fine one.*' 

In Andrews's " Continuation of Henry's 
History of Great Britain,'' p. 388, we read : 
" The conjurations of Dr. Dee having induced 
his familiar spirit to visit a kind of talisman, 
Kelly (a brother adventurer) was appointed 
to watch and describe his gestures. The stone 
used by these impostors is now in the Straw- 
berry Hill Collection. It appears to be a 
polished piece of canal coal. To this Butler 
refers when he writes, 

" Kelly did all his feats upon 
The devil's looking-glass, a stone.'' 

In " The Museum Tradescantianum," 8vo. 
Lond. 1660, p. 42, we find an ** Indian Con- 
jurer's Rattle, wherewith he calls up spirits." 

(*) Butler's description, in his •* Hudibras," 
of a cunning man or fortune-teller, is fraught 
with a great deal of his usual pleasantry : 

*< Quoth Ralph, not far from hence doth 
dwell 
A cunning man, hight Sidrophel, 
That deals in destiny's dark counsels, 
And sage opinions of the moon sells; 
To whom all people far and near 
On deep \m^oitBiv<^«& x^'^'^w \ 
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When bru* uid pewtei hsp to (tiay. 
And linen alinki out of the waf ; 
When geeje and pullen are wduc'd, 
And tOHB of sucking pigi are cLoWB'd ; 
WLfln ca-ttle f«l indiapoiition, 
And need th' opinion of phyiician ; 
When murrain reigni in boRi or iheep. 
And chlckent languish of the pip ; 
When yea*t and outwani meam do ful 
And have no pow'r to wotk on ale ; 
Who] butler doet refuse to come, 
Aitd love proret crou and humouT>onie ; 
To him with queitioni and vitb urine 
Tbey far diacovet; flock, at curiDg." 

Alloiioni to thia chiuacter ue not uncom 
mon in 0D[ old plaji. 

In " Albumazar," a comedy, 4to. 1634 
eignat C b, 
" He lelli of loit plate, hone*, and rtrayi 

Diiectly, aa he had Maine them all him 
aelfe." 

Again, ill " Ram Alley, or Meir; Triclu, 
41o. J>iud. 1636, ilgnat. B 3, 

" Fortune-teller, a prelly rogue 

That never aaw Qve ahillinga in a heape, 
Will take upon bam to divine men-* fiite, 
Yet never knows himwlfeihalldy a beggar. 
Or be hangd up foi ' ' ' 
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Ibid, signal. B 3, our cunning man is aud 
rj " begin with tlieft ; and tj help people to 
what they have lott, picki Ibeir pocket afrali : 
not a ring or a apoon ia nim d away, bu; 
jiayes bim twelve-pence loll, and t)w ale- 
drapeta' often straying tankard yield* bim a 
constant revenus: tm that purpoM b* main- 
toina ai itrtot * oatiMpMHlnn* wi/k lilb 
and lilUn M ft ommMhA »!* HflMikg 
Midwtm tui Miwi^wil^ Mwy I lyd if 



Abble, he tUtcovera aay&ii^, 'bdone by die 
(anie occult hermetic leuning, heretofore jia- 
Test by the renowned Moll Cut-Pui«a." 

They are still called " Wise Men" in the 
rillages of Durham and Northumbei^ADd. 

The fallowing was communicated to Uk 
editor of the present vork by a Yorkihire geS- 
demao, in die year 1SI9 : 

" Impostors who feed and live on the RipCT- 
I jtitiona of the lower orden an Btill tn be tniBd 
I iti Yorkshire. These are called ' Wise Hen,' 
I and are believed to possess the moel eitraor- 

! dental to the brute crtMion, as well at Ae 
I human race, to discover loK or stolen pro- 
1 praty, and to foretell future events. One of 
I these wretches was a few years ago living al 
I Stokesley, in the North Riding of Yorkshire; 
I bis nante was John Wiightson, and he called 
I himself 'the seventh son of a seventh son,' 
' and professed ostensibly tbe trade ot a cow- 
I doctor. Tu this ftllow, people, whose educa- 
tion it might hire been expected would 
have raised then above such weakness, 
flocked ; many to ascertain tlie thief, when 
ttiey bad lost any property ; others for him 
to curethemielvesor their cnttle of some in- 
describable conrplaint. Another class visited 
him to know their future fortunes; awl some 
to get him lo save tbem from brii^ balloted 
into the militia; all of which he professed 
himself able to accomplish. All tbe diseans 
which he was sought lo remedy he invariably 
impuled to witchcraft, and although he 
gave drugs which have been known to do 
good, yet he always enjoiued some incaot»- 
tion to be observed, without which be de- 
clared they could never be cuted; thia was 
sometimes an act of tbe most wanton barba- 
rity, as (hat of roasting a game cock alive, 
&c. The charges of this man were always ez- 

akill and knowledge, that he bad only to 
name any person as a witch, and the public 
indignatioD was sure to be directed against 
tbe poor unotfeuding creature for the remalD- 
der of ha life. 
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to learn tibe tlnef, and was directed to some 
process by which he should dkcover it. A 
seryant of bis of the name of Simpson, who 
had committed the robbery, fearing the dis- 
coverj by such means, determined to add 
murder to the crime, by killinjc his master. 
The better to do diis without detection, 
he forged a letter as from the * wise man ' 
to Mr. Hodgson, enclosing a quantity of 
arsenic, which he was directed to take on 
going to bed, and arauring him that in the 
morning he would find his money in the 

rtry under a wooden bowl. Hodgson took 
powder, which killed him. Simpson was 
taken up, tried at York assizes, and convicted 
on strong circumstantial evidence. He re- 
ceived sentence of death, and when on the 
scaffbld confessed his crime.** 

Vallancey, in his '' Collectanea de Rebus 
Ifibemicis,'* No. xiii. p. 10, tells us that in 
Ireland they are called Tatnans. " I know," 
says he, ^ a farmer*s wife in the county of 
Waterfard, that lost a parcel of linen. She 
travelled three days' journey to a Taman, in 
the county of Upperary : he consulted his 
black book, and assured her she would re- 
cover the goods. The robbery was proclaimed 
at the chapel, o£Rering a reward, and the linoi 
was recovered. It was not the money but the 
Taman that recovered it." 

In Strype*s edition of "Stow's Survey of 
London,*" B. i. p. 257, we read, ** A. D. 1560, 
a skinner of South wark was set on the pillory 
with a paper over his head, shewing the cause, 
viz. for sundry practices of great falsehood, 
and much untruth; and all set forth under 
the colour of Southaaying,'* 

Andrews, in his " Continuation of Dr. 
Henry's History of Great Britain," 4to. p. 194, 
speaking of the death of the Earl of Angus 
in 1588, tells us, as a proof of the blind su- 
perstition of the age, '* he died (says a vene- 
rable author) of sorcery and incantation." 
" A -wizard, after the physicians had pro- 
nounced him to be under the power of witch- 
craft, made offer to cure him, saying (as the 
manner of these wizards is) that he had re- 
ceived wrong. But the stout and pious Earl 
declared that his life was not so dear unto 
him as that, for the continuance of some years, 
he would be beholden to any of the devil's 
instrument^ and died." 



The following curious passage is from 
Thoma9 Lodge's " Incarnate Devils," 4to. 
Lond. 159G, p. 13 : **• There are many in 
London now adaies that are besotted with 
this sinne, one of whom I saw on a white 
horse in Fleet-street, a tanner knave I jiever 
lookt on, who with one figure (casi out of a 
scholler's studie for a necessary servant at 
Bocordo) promised to find any num's oxen 
were they lost, restore any man's goods if they 
were stolne, and win any man love, where or 
howsoever he settled it, but his jugling knacks 
were quickly discovered." 

In '* Articles of Inquurie given in Charge by 
the Bishop of Sarum, a.d. 1614," 4to. Loud. 
1614, is the following : *' 67. Item, whether 
you have any conjurers, charmers, calcours, 
witches, or fortune-tellers, who they are, and 
who do resort unto them for counsell f* 

(^) Butler, in his " Hudibras," has the fol- 
lowing : 

" with a sleight 
Convey men*s interest, and right. 
From Stiles's pocket into Nokes's 
As easily as hocus pocus." 

P. iii. c. iii. 1. 718. 

Archbishop Tillotson tells us that '^ in all 
probability those common juggling words of 
hocus poena are nothing else but a corruption 
of hoc est Corpus, by way of ridiculous imi- 
tation of the priests of the Church of Rome 
in their trick of transubstantiation, &c." Ser. 
xxvi. Discourse on Transubstant. 

Vallancey, in his " Collectanea de Rebus 
Hibemicis," No. xiii. p. 93, speaking of Hocus 
Pocus, derives it from the Irish '' Cbtc, an 
omen, a mystery ; and hais, the palm of the 
hand; whence is formed coiche-bais, legerde- 
main ; Persice, choco-baz : whence the vulgar 
English hocus pocus,'* He is noticing the 
communication in former days between Ire- 
land and the East 

*' Hiccius doctius is a common term among 
our modem slight-of-hand men. The origin 
of this is probably to be found among the 
old Roman Catholics. When the good people 
of this island were under their thraldom, their 
priests were looked up to with the greatest 
veneration, and their presence announced in 
the assemblies with the terms Hie est doctus ! 
hie est doctus ! w\^ ^\4 ^i^V^Mt^ \% '^'^ Wisgax 
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of the modem corruption Hicdus doctius. 
M. F." 

In the *' Statistical Account of Scotland/' 
Tol. xii. p. 465, in the account of the parish 
of Kirkmichael, county of Banff, we read: 
'* Among the branches into which the moss- 
grown trunk of superstition divides itself, may 
be reckoned witcncraft and magic. These, 
though decayed and withered by time, still 
retain some faint traces of their ancient \et>' 
dure. Even at present witches are supposed, 
as of old, to ride on broomsticks through 
the air. In this country, the 12fh of May is 
one of their festivals. On the morning of 
that day they are frequently seen dancing on 
the surface of the water of Avon, brushing 
the dews of the lawn, and milking cows in 
their fold. Any uncommon sickness is ge- 
nerally attributed to iheir demoniacal prac- 
tices. They make fields barren or fertile, 
raise or still whirlwinds, give or take away 
milk at pleasure, llie force of their incanta- 
tions is not to be resisted, and extends even to 
the moon in the midst of her aiirial career. 
It is the good fortune, however, of this coun- 
try to be provided with an anti-conjurer that 
defeats both them and their sable patron in 
their combined efforts. His fame is widely 
diffused, and wherever he goes crescit eundo. 
li the spouse is jealous of her husband, the 
anti-conjurer is consulted to restore the affec- 
tions of his bewitched heart. If a near con- 
nexion lies confined to the bed of sickness, it 
is in vain to expect relief without the bal- 
samic medicine of the anti-conjurer. If a 
person happens to be deprived of his senses, 
the deranged cells of the brains must be ad- 
justed by the magic charms of the anti-con- 



jurer. If a farmer loses his cattle, the 
must be purified with water sprink' 
him. In searching for the latent m; 
this gentleman never fails to find little 
of heterogeneous ingredients lurking 
walls, consisting of the legs of mice a 
wings of bats; all the work of the m 
Few things seem too arduous for his ab 
and though, like Paracelsus, he has 
yet boasted of having discovered the 
sopher s stone, yet, by the power of i 
cult science, he still attracts a little o 
gold from the pockets where it lodge 
in this way makes a shift to acquire s 
ence for himself and family.'* 

There is a folio sheet, printed at L 
1561, preserved in a collection of I 
lanies in the archives of the Society oi 
quaries of London, lettered Miscel. Q 
No. 7, entitled, " The unfained retracb 
Fraunces Cox, which he uttered at the 
in Chepesyde and elswhere, accord3rng 
counsels commaundement anno 1561 
of June, beying accused for the use * 
tayne sinistral and divelysh artes." 
he says that from a child he began t( 
tise the most divelish and supersticious 
ledge of necromancie, and invocati 
spirites, and curious astrology. He n 
terly renoimces and forsakes all such d 
sciences, wherein the name of God i 
horribly abused, and society or pac 
wicked spirits most detestably practif 
necromancie, geomancie, and that curio 
of astrology wherein is contained the 
lating of nativities or casting of nat 
with all other the magikes. 
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" I know thee well ; I heare the watchfiill dog^, 
With hollow howung, tell of thy approach ; 
The lightii bume dim, ailHghtea with thy pretence : 
And Uiifl distempered and tempestuooa night 
Tells me the ayre is troubled with some devilL" 

Merry Devil of Edmonton, 4to. 1631, signat. A 3 b. 

'* Ghosts never walk till after midnight, if 
I may believe my Grannam." 

Beaumont and Fletcher. Lover's Progress, act 4. 
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^A ghost/* according to Grose, 
supposed to be the spirit of a person deceased, 
who is either commissioned to return for some 
eq)ecial errand, such as the discovery of a 
murder, to procure restitution of lands or 
monej unjumy withheld from an orphan or 
widow, or, having committed some injustice 
whilst living, cannot rest till that is redressed. 
Sometimes the occasion of spirits revisiting 
^is world is to inform their heir in what se- 
cret place, or private drawer in an old trunk, 
they had hidden the title deeds of the estate ; 
or where, in troublesome times, they buried 
their money or plate. ( ^) Some Ghosts of mur- 
dered persons, whose bodies have been secretly 
buried, caimot be at ease till their bones have 
been taken up, and deposited in consecrated 
ground, wiih all &e rites of Christian burial. 
This idea is the remain of a very old piece of 
heathen superstition: the ancients believed 
that Charon was not permitted to ferry over 
the Ghosts of unburied persons, but that they 
wandered up and down the banks of the River 
Styx for an hundred years, after which they 
were admitted to a passage. This is men- 
tioned by Virgil : 

' HsBC omnis quam cemis, inops inhumataque 

tiirba est : 
Portitor ille, Charon; hi quos vehit unda, 

•epulti. 
Nee ripas datur horrendas, uec rauca fluenta, 
Trasportare prius quam sedibus ossa quie- 

runt. 
Centum errant annos, volitantque heec lit- 

tom circum: 
Turn, demum admissi, stagna exoptata 

reviiont' 



'* Sometimes Ghosts appear in consequence 
of an agreement made, whilst living, with 
some particular friend, that he who first died 
should appear to the survivor. 

'< Glanvil tells us of the Ghost of a person 
who had lived but a disorderly kind of life, 
for which it was condemned to wander up 
and down the earth, in the company of evu 
spirits, till the day of judgment. 

*' In most of the relations of Ghosts they are 
supposed to be mere aerial beings, without 
substance, and that they can pass through 
walls and other solid bodies at pleasure. A 
particular instance of this is given in Rela- 
tion the 27th in GlanviVs Collection, where 
one David Hunter, neat-herd to the Bishop of 
Down and Connor, was for a long time haunted 
by the Apparition of an old woman, whom he 
was by a secret impulse obliged to follow 
whenever she appeared, which he says he did 
for a considerable time, even if in bed with 
his wife : and because his wife could not hold 
him in his bed, she would go too, and walk 
after him till day, though she saw nothing ; 
but his little dog was so well acquainted with 
the Apparition, that he would follow it as 
well as his master. If a tree stood in her 
walk he observed her always to go through it. 
Notwithstanding this seeming immateriality, 
this very Ghost was not without some sub- 
stance ; for, having performed her errand, she 
desired Hunt«r to lift her from the ground, in 
the doing of which, he says, she felt just like 
a bag of feathers. We sometimes also read of 
Ghosts striking violent blows; and that, if not 
made way for, they overturn all impediment, 
like a furious whirlwind, Glanvil mentLouR 
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an instance of this, in Relation 17th, of a 
Dutch lieutenant who had the faculty of 
seeing Ghosts ; and who, being prevented mak- 
ing way for one which he mentioned to some 
friends as coming towards them, was, with his 
companions, violently thrown down, and sorely 
bruised. We further learn, by Relation 16th, 
that tlie hand of a Ghost is ' as cold as a clod/ 
** The usual time at which ghosts make 
their appearance is midnight, and seldom 
before it is dark; though some audacious 
spirits have been said to appear even by day- 
light : but of this there are few instances, and 
those mostly Ghosts who have been laid, per- 
haps in the Red Sea (of which more hereafter), 
and whose times of confinement were expired : 
these, like felons confined to the lighters, are 
said to return more troublesome and daring 
than before. No Ghosts can appear on Christ- 
mas Eve; this Shakspeare has put into the 
mouth of one of his characters in ^ Hamlet.' 

** Ghosts," Grose adds, *' commonly appear in 
ihe same dress they usually wore whilst living ; 
^though tliey are sometimes clothed all in 
white; but that is chiefly the churchyard 
^Ghosts, who have no particular business, but 
seem to appear pro bono publieOj or to scare 
drunken rustics from tumbling over their 
graves. 

** I cannot learn that Ghosts carry tapers in 
their hands, as they are sometimes depicted, 
though the room in which they appear, if with- 
out fire or candle, is frequently «aid to be as 
light as day. Dragging chaius is not the 
fashion of English Ghosts ; chains and -black 
vestments being chiefly the accoutrements of 
foreign spectres, seen in arbitrary goveniments: 
dead or alive, Knglish spirits are free. One 
iustancp, however, of an Knglish Ghost idrened 
in black is found in the celebrated ballad of 
* William and Margaret,' in the foUowing 
lines :' 

* And clay-cold was her lily hand, 
That held her table throwdJ* 

*** This, however, may be oonsidered as a poet- 
ical licence, ussd, in all likelihood, for die 
sake of the opposition of liljf to soMr. 

** Ifi dttjriof Hit timo of an ApporiHon, there 
tisftlighlodoMidUiiKllMiioonit it«iU bom 



have busied themselves in accounting for it, 
without once doubting the truth of the fact^ 
Dogs too have the faculty of seeing spirits, as 
is instanced in David Hunter's relation, above 
quoted ; but in that case they usually show 
signs of terror, by whining and creeping to 
their master for protection : and it is generally 
supposed that they often see things of this na- 
ture when their owner cannot; there being 
some persons, particularly those bom on a 
Christmas Eve, who cannot see spirits. 

^* The coming of a spirit is announced some 
time before its appearance by a variety of 
loud and dreadful noises ; sometimes rattling 
in the old hall like a coach and six, and 
rumbling up and down the staircase like the 
trundling of bowls or caimon-balls. At length 
the door flies open, and the spectre stalks 
slowly up to the bed's foot, and opening the 
curtains, looks steadfastly at the person in bed 
by whom it is seen ; a Ghost being very rarely 
visible to more than one person, although 
there are several in company. It is here 
necessary to observe, that it has been univer- 
sally found by experience, as well as affirmed 
by divers Apparitions themselves, that a Ghost 
has not the power to speak till it has been first 
spoken to : so that, notwithstanding the ur- 
gency of the business on which it may come, 
everything must stan^ still till the person 
visited can And sufficient courage to speak to 
it : an event that sometimes does not take place 
for many years. It has not been foufid that 
female Ghosts are more loquacious than those 
of the male sex, both being equally restrained 
by this law. 

'*The mode of addressing a Ghost is by 
commanding it, in the name of &e three per- 
sons of the Trinity, to tell you who it is, and 
what is its business : this it may be necessary 
to repeat three times ; after which it will, in a 
low and hollow voice, declare its satisfaction 
at being spoken to, and desire the party ad- 
dressing it not to be afraid, fbr it will do him 
no harm. This being premised, it commonly 
enters into its narrative, which being com- 
pleted, and its request or commands given, 
with injunctions that they be immediately 
executed, it vanishes away, frequently in a 
flash of light ; in which cas^ some Ghosts have 
been to considerate as to desire the party to 
whom they appeared to shut their «yes : some- 
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ts departure is attended with delightAil 
During the narration of its business, 
t must by no means be interrupted by 
ns of any kind ; so doing is extremely 
3U8 : If any doubts arise, they must be 
iflter the spirit has done its tale. Ques- 
specting its state, or the state of any of 
rmer acquaintance, are offensive, and not 
aswered ; spirits, perhaps, being restrain- 
1 divulging the secrets of their prison- 
Occasionally spirits will even conde- 
to talk on common occurrences, as is 
ed by Glanvil in the Apparition of 
George Sydenham to Captain William 
Relation 10th. (•) 

i»eosxiewhat remarkable that Ghosts do 
about their business like the persons of 
nrld. In cases of murder, a Ghost, in- 
f going to the next justice of the peace 
fing its information, or to the nearest re- 
>f the person murdered, appears to some 
ibourer who knows none of the parties, 
the curtains of some decrepit nurse or 
roman, or hovers about the place where 
dy is deposited. The same circuitous 
is pursued with respect to redressing in- 
nrphans or widows : when it seems as if 
OTtest and most certain way would be 

the person guilty of the injustice, and 
him continually till he be terrified into 
:ution. Nor are the pointing out lost 
gs generally managed in a more sum- 
way ; the Ghost commonly applying to 

1 person ignorant of the whole affair, and 
nger to all concerned. But it is pre- 
nous to scrutinize too far into these 
rs : Ghosts have undoubtedly forms and 
OS peculiar to themselves. 

', after the first aj^earance, the persons 
yed neglect, or are prevented from, per- 
ig the message or business committed to 
nanagement, the Ghost appears continu- 
> them, at first with a discontented, next 
5ry, and at length with a furious coun- 
:e, threatening to tear them in pieces if 
liter is not forthwith executed: some- 



times terrifying them, as in GlanviVs Rela- 
tion 26th, by appearing in many formidable 
shapes, and sometimes even striking them a 
violent blow. Of blows given by Ghosts there 
are many instances, and some wherein they 
have been followed with an incurable lame- 
ness. 

^ It should have been observed that Ghosts, 
in delivering their commissions, in order to 
ensure belief, communicate to the persons 
employed some secret, known only to the par- 
ties concerned and themselves, the relation of 
which always produces the effect intended. 
The business being com])leted, Ghosts appear 
with a cheerful countenance, saying they snail 
now be at rest, and will never more disturb 
any one ; and, thanking their agents, by way 
of reward communicate to them something 
relative to themselves, which they will never 
reveal. 

*< Sometimes Ghosts appear, and disturb a 
house, without deigning to give any reason for 
so doing: with these, the shortest and only 
way is to exorcise (') and eject them ; or, aS 
the vulgar term is, lay them. For this pur- 
pose there must be two or three clergymen, and 
the ceremony must be performed in I^tin ; a 
language that strikes the most audacious Ghost 
with terror. A Ghost may be laid for any 
term less than an hundred years, and in any 
place or body, full or empty ; as, a solid oak — 
the pommel of a sword — a barrel of beer, if a 
yeoman or simple gentleman — or a pi|je of 
wine, if an esquire or a justice. But of all 
places the most common, and what a Ghost 
least likes, is the Red Sea ; it being related in 
many instances, thatGhosts have most earnestly 
besought the exorcists not to confine them iu 
that place. It is nevertheless considered as an 
indisputable fact, that there are an infinite 
number laid there, perhaps from its being a 
safer prison than any other nearer at hand ; 
though neither history nor tradition gives us 
any instance of Ghosts escaping or returning 
from this kind of transportation before their 
time.**(*) 
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Q) The learned Moresiu traces thus to its 
origin the popular superstition relative to the 
Coming again, as it is commonly called, or 
"Walking of Spirite : 

''Animarum ad nos regressus ita est ex 
Manilio lib. i. Astron. cap. 7, de lacteo cir- 
culo: 

< An major densa stellarum turba corona. 
Contexit flammas, & crasso lumine candet, 
£t fulgore nitet collato clarior orhis. 
An fortes animse, dignataque nomina coelo 
Corporibus resoluta suis, terrseque remissa. 
Hue migrant ex orbe, suumque habitantia 

coelum: 
^thereos vivunt annos, mundoque fruuntur.' 

" Lege Palingenesiam Pythagoricam apud 
Ovid, in Metam. & est observatum Fabij 
Pont. Max. disciplina, ut atro die matiibus 
parentare non liceret, ne infesti manes fierent. 
Alex, ab Alex. lib. v. cap. 26. Haec cum 
legerent papani, & his alia apud alios similia, 
voluerunt & suorum detunctorum animas ad 
eos reverti, & nunc certiores facere rerum 
earum, quse turn in coelis, tum apud inferos 
geruntur, nunc autem terrere domesticos in- 
sanis artibus : sed quod sint foeminae fce- 
cundse factse his technis novit omnis mundus." 
Papatus, p. 11. 

From tue subsequent passage in Shakspeare 
the walking of spirits seems to have been en- 
joined by way of penance. The Ghost speaks 
thus in " Hamlet : " 

" I am thy Fathers spirit, 
Doom'd for a certain term to walk the night ; 
And for the day confined to fast in fires 
Till the foul crimes done in ray days of 

nature 
Are burnt and purg'd away." 



There is a passage in the *' Spectator," 
where he introduces the girls in his neighbour- 
hood, and his landlady's daughters, telling 
stories of Spirits and Auparitioiis : how tbey 
stood, pale as ashes, at the foot of a bedf and 
walked over churchiwdt tarnMHlJ^S ^ 
their being coijiawji tUtaUHH^HbiiAk 



wittily observes that ''one spirit raised another, 
and, at the end of every story, the whole com- 
pany closed their ranks and crowded about 
the fire." 

In the " Statistical Account of Scotland,** 
vol. xxi. (8vo. Edinb. 1799) p. 148, parish 
of Monquihitter, in the additional Communi- 
cations from the Rev. A. Johnstone, we read : 
'' In opinion, an amazing alteration has been 
produced by education and social intercourse. 
Few of the old being able to read, and fewer 
still to write, their minds were clouded by 
ignorance. The mind being uncultivated, the 
imagination readily admitted the terrors of 
superstition. The appearance of Ghosts and 
Demons too frequently engrossed the conver- 
sation of the young and the old. The old 
man's fold, where the Druid sacrificed to the 
demon for his corn and cattle, could not be 
violated by the ploughshare. Lucky and 
unlucky days, dreams, and omens, were most 
religiously attended to, and reputed witches, 
by their spells and their prayers, were artful 
enough to lay every parish under contribution. 
In short, a system of mythology fully as ab- 
surd and amusing as the mythology of Homer 
obtained general belief. But now. Ghosts and 
Demons are no longer visible. The old man s 
fold is reduced to tillage. The sagacious old 
woman, who has survived her friends and 
means, is treated with humanity, in spite of 
the grisly bristles which adorn her mouth: 
and, in the minds of the young, cultivated by 
education, a steady pursuit of the arts of life 
has banished the chimeras of fancy. Books, 
trade, manufacture, foreign and domestic 
news, now engross the conversation ; and the 
topic of the day is always warmly, if not in- 
genuously, discussed. From believing too 
much, many, particularly in the higher walks 
of life, have rushed to the opposite extreme of 
believing too little; so that, even in this re- 
mote comer, scepticism Aaay but too justly 
boast of her votaries." 

The following finely written conversation 
cn'tibe tabject of Ghoets, between the servants 
Jb AlMwon*! comedy of the ** Drummer, or 
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(ouse,** will be thought much to 

% 

ter. I marvel, John, how he (the 
into ihe house when all the gates 

Why, look ye, Peter, your spirit 
you into an augre hole. He'll 

urough a key-hole, without so much 

against one of the wards. 

lit. I verily believe I saw him last 

e Town>close. 

low did he appear ? 
Like a white horse. 

ho, Robin, I tell ye he has never 

fet but in the shape of the sound of 

. This makes one almost afraid of 
shadow. As X was walking from 
t'other night without my lanthom, 
MS a beam, and X thought I had 
over a spirit. 

Iiou mighf St as well have stumbled 
w. Why a spirit is such a little 
t I have heard a man, who was a 
lar, say, that hell dance ye a Lan- 
>mpipe upon the point of a needle. 
1 tiie pantry last night counting my 
i candle methought burnt blue, and 
L bitch looked as if she saw some- 

Ay I warrant ye, she hears him 

me and often when we don't." 
Spectator," accounting for the rise 
ress of ancient superstition, tells us 
ithers looked upon nature with more 

and horror before the world was en- 

by learning and philosophy, and 

istonish themselves with the appre- 

of witchcraft, prodigies, charms, and 

tents. There was not a village in 

that had not a Ghost in it. The 
jrds were all haunted. Every com- 
l a circle of fairies belonging to it, 
B was scarce a shepherd to be met 

had not seen a spirit. Hence 

** Those tales of vulgar sprites 

I frighten'd boys relate on winter 

igfaU, 

eanlv milkmaids meet the fairy train, 

leadless horses drag the clinking 

lain: 



Night-roaming Ghosts by saucer-eyeballs 

known. 
The common spectres of each country 

town." 

(Gay.) 

Shakspeare^s Ghosts excel all others. The 
terrible mdeed is his forte. How awful is 
that description of the dead time of night, die 
season of their perambulation ! 

" 'Tis now the very witching time of ni^ht. 
When churchyards yawn, and Hell itself 

breathes out 
Contagion to the world." 

Thus also in Home's " Douglas : " 

'' In such a place as this, at such an hour. 
If ancestry can be in aught believ'd, 
Descending spirits have convers'd with man. 
And told the secrets of the world unknown.'* 

Gay has left us a pretty tale of an Appari- 
tion. The golden mark being found in bed 
is indeed after the indelicate manner of Swift, 
but yet is one of those happy strokes that 
rival the felicity of that dash of the sponge 
which (as Pliny tells us) hit off so well the 
expression of the froth in Protogenes's dog. 
It is impossible not to envy the author the 
conception of a thought which we know not 
whether to call more comical or more point- 
edlv satirical. 

(■) " Wherein the Major reproved the 
Captain for suffering a sword he had given 
him to grow rusty ; saying, * Captain, Cap- 
tain, this sword did not use to be kept after 
this manner when it was mine." This atten- 
tion to the state of arms was a remnant of the 
Maior's professional duty when living.** 

(■) The following is from Moresini ** Papa- 
tus," p. 7 : <* Apud alios turn Poetas, tum 
Historiographos, de magicis incantationibus, 
exorcismis, & curatione tam hominum quam 
belluarum per carmina baud pauca habentur, 
sed horum impietatem omnium superat longe 
hac in re Papismus, hie enim supra Dei potes- 
tatem posse carmina, posse exorcismos affirmat, 
— '^ ita ut nihil sit tam obstrusum in Coelis 
quod exorcismis non pateat, nihil tam abdi- 
tum in inferno quod non eruatur, nihil in 
terrarum silentio inclusum quod non eliciatur, 
nihil in hominum pectoribus conditum quod 
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Don reveletur, nihil abUtum qaod nan r 
tuatur, & nihil quod liabvt orbii, aiie i 

"-- '-- TDitolion of the — '- " - 



I. Chaa 



afii,ec 



criplioi 



of oneoflheMhauiiled 

" Nmr there ipreadeu a, rumour that everich 

Th« roDuia ihaunted been by many a eprite. 

The miller avoucbelh, and all thereabout 

That thejr full oft hearer the helliih rout ; 

Some aaine they bear the singling of cbaini. 

And toine batli heanl Ihe pHutri« itiaineg. 

At midnight Bome the be«dleAa horse imeet. 

And Bome eapien a corse iu a white sheet, 

Audoothei uiingi, faye, elfin, and elfe. 

And sfaapM that Fear createo to itielf." 

The learned Selden obterves, oti tliis occa- 

aioD, that there wai never a merry world tince 

the fairies left dancing and the pargon left 

conjuring. The opiniaii of the latter kept 

thieves (■) ill awe, and did ae aiuch good in a 

country as a jnstice of peace. 

Bourne, chap, ii., has preserved the form 
of HDiciaing a haunted house, a truly tedious 
procen, Ibi the expulsion of demons, who, it 
•hould seem, have not been easily ferreted out 
of ibeir quarters, if one may judge of their 
unwillingnea to depart by the prolixity of 

One smiles at Duume's leal in hunour of 
hii ProlMtant brethren, at the end of his tenth 
chapter. The Vulgar, he lays, think them no 
coiiinrers, and say none can lay apirits but 
pnpish prietti: hs wiihei to undeceive them, 
howavrr, and to prove at leiut negatively that 
our own clBrgylmo* full ai much of fha 
Ulack Art as ihs othen do. 

U|Nm Uia lubject of eioreiiing, the fullow- 
ing ovolu may be ooiuulted with advantage : 
" Puitii Damodum, cui adjioitui Plagetlum 
Damonum," IZroo. Venet. IBOS: (a pro- 
hibited book among the Htimuii Cathulici:) 
and " Praolica Exorciitaram F. Valerii Puli- 

OB, 



I ad Dmnones et UaleBeia de 
Cbristi Fidelibui expellendum :" l2mo. Ve- 
net. 160e. From this last. Bourne's focm has 

been taken. 

St, Chrysostom is taid to have insulted 
some African conjurers of old with thishDDii- 
lialing and singular observation : "MiseraUe 
and woful creatures that we are, we cannot ao 
inch as expel fleas, much less devils." 
" Obsession of the Devil isdiitinguiihed from 
possession in thia. In pMaeasion the Evil One 
WBi said to enter into (he body of the man. In 
obeeuion, without entering into the body of the 
person, he was thought to besiege and t^vment 
him without. To be lifted up into the air, 
and aflerwarda to he thrown down on the 
ground violently, without receiving any btirt ; 
to speak strange languages tlut the person had 
never learned ; not to be able to come oaar 
holy things or the sacraments, but to have an 
aversion to them ; tu know and foretell secret 
things ; to perform things that exceed the 
'- - - -'- ■ ■ do things tbattlie 



»ould II. 



, if he 1 



_ _ _ Ihsndy," 

nMntX OD*, iDll rauaJnlni Id Xoohnli 
liaetUuta (Ms, «hkbJaf*tb*|*tli 



Bool's '• DUormry of Wliohmft."T.. II. t 
Mnlgultrly HI. Adelben'i oun* tuilnit thi 
.'-I.,. J 1. "TilstiuaShsnily,"-' 



not externally moved 

marks and crilerioiis of poaseBaions."(*) Cal- 

met, in Bailey's Dictionary. 

Allan Ramsay, in hU Poems (ito. Edinh. 
1731), p. 27, mentions, as common b Scot- 
land, the vulgar notion that a Ghost wiU not 
be laid to rest till some priest apeak to it, and 
get account of what disturbs it ; 

(•) In Di. Jorilen's Dedication of hl> luiHau 
Load. Itoa, tothe College orFh;B<ci>Da in Londoiil 

the fwe of tiod advlH men to he very cirematpeet 
In pianDunoinK of ■ poHcniaa., bolt baoavH the 
impoalBnis be mviy, ind Ihe elTesu of nsumll 
dlHuei be .timnge to such M have not looked the- 
rouvhly Inlii ttiem." 

Axur. In hia ■■ World of SplriU," p. SES, ob- 
•erwiihsl " Dovlls hava m gieiier game lo pl»y In- 
vlillilj'than hyAppMtllon.. O hippy wnild, if Ihey 
Hi not do 1 huodred Ihouund tloiBi mora hurt by 

and ItiM of m«a*y, ud egasasUty, Uuv tbey do by 
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** For well we wit it u -hii Gfaaift 
Wow, wad wme folk that can do^t btit 
Speek til't, and hear what it coiifeit : 
To send a wandering Saul to lert 

Tis a d^ood de«d 

Amang the dead.'" 

In the ^Statistical Accomit of Scotland/' 
ToL xiii. p. 557, parish of Lochcarron, comity 
of Ross, we read: << There is one opinion 
which many of Ihem entertain, and which in- 
deed is not peculiar to this parish alone, that a 
popish priest can cast out devils and cure 
madness, and that tiie Presbyterian clergy have 
no such power. A person might as well advise 
a mob to pay no attention to a merry-aiidrew 
as to desire many ignorant people to stay Arom 
the rpopish) priest." 

Pliny tells us that houses were anciently 
hallowed against evil spirits with brimstone ! 
This charm has been converted by later times 
into what our satirist, Churchill, in his ** Pro- 
phecy of Famine,'" caUs *' a precious and rare 
medicine,'* and is now used (but I suppose 
with greater success) in exorcising those of our 
unfortunate fellow-creatures who feel them- 
selves possessed with a certain teazing fiery 
spirit, said by the wits of the South to be well 
Imown, seen, and felt, and very troublesome 
in Ae Narth.(*) 

(■) ** Various wajrs/' lays an essayist in the 
« Gentleman's Ma^axine" for Ootober, 173S, vol. ii. 
p. 1002, ** have bom proposed by the learned for 
h^mg i^ Ghosts. Thoae of the artificial sort are easily 
qnietea. Thns when a fryer, personating an Appa- 
ntion, haunted the chambers of the late Emperor 
Toaophnn, the present king, Augustus, then at the 
Imperial Court, flung hiniout of the window, and 
ioM him effectnally. The late Dr. Fowler, Bi^ihop 
of Gloucester, and the late Mr. Justice Powell, had 
frequent altercations upon tlus subject. The bishop 
was a lealous defender of Ghosts ; the justice some- 
wli^ aeeptical, and distrustful of their being. In a 
vMt the bishop one day made his friend, the justice 
told him, that since their last disputation he had 
liad ocular demonstration to convince him of the 
existence of Ghosts. *How,' says the bishop, 
' what ! ocular demonstration ? I am glad, Mr. 
Justice, you are become a convert ; I beseech you 
let me know the whole story at large.' * My Lord,' 
answers the justice, * as I lay one night in my bed, 
about the hour of twelve, I was wak'd by an uncom- 
mon noise, and heard something coming up stairs, 
and stalking directly towards my room. I drew 
the enrtain, and saw a ftdnt glimmering of lieht 
enter my chamber.' — * Of a blue colour, no doubt,' 
<says the bishop)—' Of a ,pale bbie,* (answers the 



In the ** New Catalogue of Vulgar Errors,'* 
8vo. Camb. 17G7, p. 71, 1 find the following : 
'* 1 look upon our sailors to care as little what 
becomes of themselves as any set of people 
under the sun, and yet no people are so much 
terrified at the thoughts of an Apparition. 
Their sea-songs are full of them : they firmly 
believe their existence : and honest Jack Tar 
shall be more frightened at a glimmering of 
the moon upon the tackling of the ship, than 
he would be if a Frenchman was to clap a 
blunderbus to his head. I was told a story 
by an officer in the navy, which may not be 

justice); * the light was followed by a tall, meagre, 
and stern personage, who seemed about 70, in a 
long danglinif rugg gown, bound round with a broad 
leatnem girdle ; his beard thick and grisly ; a large 
furr cap on his head, and a long staff in his hand ; 
his face wrinkled, and of a dark sable hue. I was 
strack with the appearance, and felt some unusual 
shocks ; for you know the old saying I made use of 
in court, when part of the lanthorn upon Westmin- 
ster Hall fell down in the midst of our proceedings, 
to the no small terror of one or two of my brethren : 

Si fractus illibi>tur Orbis 
, Impavidum ferient Ruinae. 

But, to go on : it drew near, and stared me tiill in 
the face.' * And did not you speak to it r' (inter- 
rupted the bishop) ; ' there was money hid or murder 
committed to be sure.' * My Lord, I did speak to it,' 
— * And what answer, Mr. Justice r' * My Lord, the 
answer was (not without a thump of the staff and a 
shake of the lanthorn), that he was the watcliman 
of the night, and came to give me notice that he had 
found the street door open, and that, unless I rose 
and shut it, I might chance to be robb^ before break 
of day.' The judve had no sooner ended but the 
buhop disappear'd." 

The same essayist (p. 1001) says : " The cheat is 
begun by nurses with stories of bug-bears, &c., from 
whence we are gradually led to the traditionary 
accounts of local -Ghosts, which, like the genii of the 
ancients, have been reported to haunt certain family 
seats and cities famous for their antiquities and de- 
cays. Of this sort are the Apparitions at Verulam, 
8iichester, Keoulver, and Rodiester : the Dflsmon of 
Tidworth, the Black Dog of Winchester, and the 
Bar-guest of York. Hence also suburbian Ghosts, 
rais'd by petty printers and pamphleteers. The 
story of Madam Veal has been of singular use to the 
editors of * Drelincourt on Death.' " And after- 
wards ironically observes: *' When we read of the 
Ghost of Sir George Villiers, of the Piper of Ham- 
mel, the Dnmon ot Moscow, or the German Colonel 
mentioned bv Ponti, and see the names of Cluen- 
don, Boyle, &c., to these accounts, we find reason 
for our credulity ; till, at last, we are convinc'd by 
a whole conclave of Ghosts met in the works of Glan- 
vil and Moieton." Mr. Locke assures us we have 
as olear an idea of spirit as of body. 
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foreign to ibe piirpoie. About half a doxen 
of the sailon on board a man-of-war took it 
into their heads that there was a Ghost in the 
ship ; and being asked by the captain what 
reason they had to apprehend any such thing, 
they told him they were sure of it, for they 
smelt him. The captain at first laughed at 
them, and called them a parcel of lubbers, 
and advised them not to entertain any such 
silly notions as these, but mind their work. 
It passed on very well for a day or two ; but 
one night, being in another ghost-smelling 
humour, they all came to the captain and told 
him that they were quite certain there was 
a Ghost, and he was somewhere behind the 
small beer barrels. The captain, quite en- 
raged at their folly, was aetermiued they 
should have something to be frightened at in 
earnest, and so ordered the boatswain's mate 
to give them all a dozen of lashes with a cat- 
o'-nine-tails, by which means the ship was en- 
tirely cleared of Ghosts during the remainder 
of the voyage. However, when the barrels 
were removed, some time after, they found a 
dead rat, or some such thing, which was con- 
cluded by the rest of the crew to be the Ghost 
which had been smelt a little before." 

Our author accounts for this philosophi- 
cally : ^'A great deal may be said in favour 
of men troubled with the scurvy, the conco- 
mitants of which disorder are, generally, faint- 
ings and the hip, and horrors without any 
ground for them." 

The following was communicated to me by 
a gentleman, to whom it had been related by 
a sea captain of the port of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. ** His cook,'* he said, " chanced to die 
on their passage homeward. This honest fel- 
low, havmg had one of his legs a little shorter 
than the other, used to walk in that way which 
our vulgar idiom calls, * with an up and down.^ 
A few nights after his body had been com- 
mitted to the deep, our captain was alarmed 
by his mate with an account that the cook was 
waking before the ship, and that all hands 
were upon deck to see him. The captain, after 
an oath or two for having been disturbed, or- 
dered them to let him alone, and try which, 
^e ship or he, should get first to Newcastle. 
But, turning out, on mther imnortanitv, he 
hoMilly eonfMwd that he had like to have 
oaiqght the oontukii^ and oe ■wing lomithing 



move in a way so similar to that which an old 
friend used, and withal having a cap on so 
like that which he was wont to wear, verily 
thought there was more in the report than he 
was at first willing to believe. A general 
panic diffused itself. He ordered the ship to 
be steered towards the object, but not a man 
would move the helm. Compelled to do this 
himself, he found, on a nearer approach, that 
the ridiculous cause of all their terror was part 
of a main-top, the remains of some wreck, 
floating before them. Unless he had ventured 
to make this near approach to the supposed 
Ghost, the tale of the walking cook had long 
been in the mouths, and excited the fears, of 
many honest and very brave fellows in the 
Wapping of Newcastle-upon-Tyne." 

{*) Dr. Johnson, in his description of the 
Buller of Buchan, in Scotland, pleasantly 
tells us : '* If I had any malice against a walk- 
ing spirit, instead of laying him in the Red 
Sea, I would condemn him to reside in the 
Buller of Buchan." 

Spirits that give disturbance by knocking 
are no novelties. Thus I find the following 
passage in '^Osborne's Advice to his Son,'' 
8vo. Oxf., 1656, p. 36. He is speaking of 
unhappy marriages, which, says he, ''must 
needs render their sleepe unquiet, that have 
one of those cads or familiars still knocking 
over their pillow.** 

Could our author have known of the affair 
in Cock-lane, he might have been equally 
happy in alluding to Miss Fanny s scratching. 

Allan Ramsay, in his Poems, p. 227, ex* 
plains Spelfy Coat to be '' one of those frightful 
spectres the ignorant people are terrified at,and 
tell us strange stories of ; that they are clothed 
with a coat of shells, which make a horrid rat- 
tling ; that theyll be sure to destroy one, if 
he gets not a running water between him and 
it It dares not meddle with a woman with 
child." 

In ihe North of England Ghostis pronounced 
" Guest.'* The streets of Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
were formerly, according to vulgar tradition, 
haunted by a nightly Guest, which appeared 
in the shape of a mastiff dog, &c, and terrified 
such as were afraid of shadows. This word 
is a corruption of the Anglo-Saxon 2*1^* 
^firiims, atumtu X have heard, when a boy, 
many stories canceming it 
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The following ii in Drake*s"£bonicuni/* 
p. 1, Appendix. ** Bar-guest of York. I have 
been lo frightened with storiet of this bar-guest, 
when I was a child, that I cannot help throw- 
ing away an etymology upon it. I suppose it 
comes from the A.S. buj^, a town, and jafT, 
a Ghost, and so signifies a town sprite. N.B. 
that sajr is in the Belgic and Teut. softened 
into gheestand geyst. Dr. Langwith.'* 

In Dr. Akenside's ** Pleasures of Imagina- 
tion," b. i. we read : — 

'* Hence by night 
The Tillage matrcm, round the blazing hearth, 
Suspends the infimt audience widi her tales, 
Brea^ng astonishmoit! of witching rhymes, 



And evil spirits : of the death-bed call 
To him who robb*d the widow, and devoured 
The orphan's portion : of unquiet souls 
Ris'n from the grave to ease me heavy guilt 
Of deeds in life conceal'd : of shapes that 

walk 
At dead of night, and clank their chains, and 

wave 
The torch of bell around the murd*rer*8 bed. 
At every solemn pause the crowd recoil 
Gazing each other speechless, and congealed 
With shivering sighs ; till eager for th' event 
Around the beldame all erect they hang 
Each trembling heart with grateful terrors 

quell'd." 



GIPSIES. 



The Gipsies, as it should seem by some 
striking proofe derived from their language,(^) 
came originally from Hindostan, where they 
are supposed to have been of tlie lowest class 
of Indians, namely Parias, or, as they are 
called in Hindoetan, Suders. They are 
thought to have migrated about a. d. 1408 
or 1409, when Timur Beg ravaged India for 
the purpose of spreading the Mahometan re- 
ligion. On ibis occasion so many thousands 
were made slaves and put to death, that an 
imiversal panic took place, and a very great 
number of terrified inhabitants endeavoured 
to save themselves by flight. As every part 
towards the north and east was beset by the 
enemy, it is most probable that the coimtry 
below Multan, to the mouth of tiie Indus, was 
the first asylum and rendezvous of the fugi- 
tive Suders. This is called the country of 
Zinganen. Here they were safe, and remained 
to till Timur returned from his victories on 
the Ganges. Then it was that they first en- 
tirely quitted the country, and probably with 
them a considerable immber of the natives, 
which will explain the meaning of their ori- 
ginal name. By what track they came to us 
cannot be ascertained. If they went straight 
through the southern Persian deserts of Sigis- 
tan, Makran, and Kirman, along the Persian 
Gulf to the mouth of the Euphrates, from 
tiience they might get, by Bassora, into the 



great deserts of Arabia, afterwards into Arabia 
PetrsBa, and so arrive in Egypt by the Isthmus 
of Suez. They must certainly have been in 
Egypt (*) before they reached us,(*) otherwise 
it is incomprehensible how the report arose 
that they were Egyptians.(*) 

Blackstone, in his ** Commeiitarie8,"(») has 
the following account of them : ** They are a 
strange kind of commonwealth among them- 
selves of wandering impostorsand jugglers, who 
first made their appearance in Germany about 
the beginning of the sixteenth century. M un- 
ster, it is true, who is followed and relied up- 
on by Spelman, fixes the time of their first 
appearance to the year 1417 :(^) but as he 
owns that the first he ever saw were in 1529, 
it was probably an error of the press for 1517, 
especially as other historians inform us, that 
wnen Sultan Selim conquered Egypt, in 1517, 
several of the natives refused to submit to the 
Turkish yoke, and revolted under one Zin- 
ganeus, whence the Turks call them Zinga- 
nees; but being at length surrounded and 
banished, they agreed to disperse in small 
parties all over the world, where their sup- 
posed skill in the black art gave them an uni- 
versal reception in that age of superstition 
and credulity. In the compass of a very few 
years they gained such a number of idle prose- 



(•) Edit. Svo. Dublin, vol. iv. p. 165. 
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lytes(^) (who imitated dieir language and 
complexion, and betook themselves to the 
same arts of chiromancy, begging and pilfer- 
ing) that they became troublesome and even 
formidable to most of the states of Europe^ ^) 
Hence they were expelled from France in the 
year 1560: and from Spain 1591 :(^) and 
the government of England took the alarm 
much earlier, for in 1530 they are described, 
Stat. 22 Hen. VIII. c. z., as an ' outlandish 
people calling themselves Egyptians, using 
no craft, uor feat of merchandize, who have 
come into this realm and gone from shire to ^ 
shire, and place to place, in great company, * 
and used great, subtle, and crafty means 
to deceive the people, and also have com- 
mitted many hemous felonies and robberies.^ 
Wherefore they are directed to avoid the realm, 
and not to return under pain of imprisonment 
and forfeiture of their goods and chattells; 
and upon their trials for any felony which 
they may have committed, they shall not be 
iotitled to a jury de medietate lingua* And 
afterwards it was enacted by statutes I and 2 
Ph. and Mary, c. iv., and 5 Eliz. c. xx,, that 
if any such persons shall be imported into the 
kingdom, the importers shall forfeit forty 
pounds. And if the Egyptians themselves 
remain one month in the kingdom, or if any 
person, being fourteen years old, whether na- 
tural-bom subject or stranger, which hafh 
been seen or found in the fellowship 4»f such 
Egyptians, or which hath disguised him or her* 
self like them, shall remain in the same one 
month at one or several times, it is felony with- 
out benefit of clergy. And Sir Matthew Hale 
informs us that at one Suffolk assize no less than 
thirteen persons were executed upon these sta- 
tutes a few years before the Restoration. But, 



to the honour of our national humanity, there 
are no instances more modem than tiiis of car- 
rying these laws into practice.'* Thus far 
Blackstone. 

In Scotland they seem to hare enjoyed some 
share of indulgence: for a writ of privy seal, 
dated 1594, supports John Fa w, Lwrd and 
Earl of Little Egypt ^ in the execution of jus- 
tice on his company and folk, conform to the 
laws of Egypt, and in punishing certain per- 
sons there named, who rebelled against him, 
left him, robbed him, and refused to return 
home with him. Jameses subjects are com- 
manded to assist in apprehending them, and 
in assisting Faw and his adherents to return 
home. There is a like writ in his favour from 
Mary Queen of Scots, 1553 ; and in 1554 he 
obtained a pardon for the murder of Nunan 
Small.(^-') So that it appears he had staid 
long in Scotland, and perhaps some time in 
England,(^<)) and from him this kind of stroll- 
ing people might receive the name of Faw 
Gang, which they still retain.(^^) 

Since the repeal of the act against this class 
of people, which, if I mistake not, took place 
in 1788, they are said not to be so numerous 
as before : they still however are to be met 
with, and still pretend to understand palmistry 
and telling fortunes, nor do I believe that 
their notions of meum and tuum are one whit 
less vague than before.(*^) 

Perhaps, in the course of time, they will 
either degenerate into common beggars, or be 
obliged to take to a trade or business for a 
livelihood. The great increase of knowledge 
in all ranks of people has rendered their pre- 
tended arts of divination of little benefit to 
them, ait least by no means to procure them 
subsistence. 
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(^) See "A Dissertation on the Gipsies, 
being an Historical Enquiry concerning the 
manner of Life, (Economy, Customs, and 
Conditions of these People in Europe, and 
their Origin, written in German by Heinrich 
Moritz Gottlieb Grellman, trmilated ioto 
Bn^rYish b^MatilieirRa]M>Bq|.^F.RJ3. and 



A. S.," 4to. Lond. 1787, dedicated to Sir Jo- 
seph Banks, Bart, P.K.S. 

It seems to be well proved in this learned 
work that these Gipsies came originally from 
Hindostan« A very copious catalogue is given 
of Gifwy and Hindostan words coUated, by 
niueh it appears that evwy third Gipsy word 
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an Hindoitin ckm, or itill move, 
that oot of erery thirty Oipcj words elereii 
or twelve are conitantly of Hiiidoftan. This 
agreement will appear nncommoDly great, if 
we recollect that the above words nave only 
been learned from the Gipeiet within these very 
few yearsy consequently aAer a separation of 
uear four complete centuries from Hindostan, 
dieir sanposed native country, among people 
who talKed languages totally diff(erent,and in 
which the Gipsies themselves conversed ; for 
under tiie constant and so long continued in- 
flux of these languages, their own must ueces- 
nrily have suffered great alteratiou. 

In this learned work there is also a compa- 
rison of the Gipsies with the above caste of Su- 
den : bat I lay the greatest stress upon those 
proolii which are deduced from the similarity 
of the languages. In the supplement it is 
added that Mr. Marsden, whose judgment 
and knowledge in such matters are much to be 
relied upon, has collected, from the Gipsies 
here, as many words as he could get, and that 
by cocxespondence from Constantinople he has 
jKOCored ac(dlecti(»i of words used by the Gin- 
garis thereabouts: and these, together with the 
words given by Ludolph in his '* Historia 
^thiopica,*' compared with the Hindostan 
vulgar language, uiow it to be the same that 
is spoken by the Gipsies and in Hindostan. 
See in the seventh volume of the ** Archssolo- 
gia,** p. 388, Observations on the Language 
of the GipsiCs, by Mr. Marsden ; and ibid. 

E. 387, Collections on the Gipsy Language, 
y Jacob Bryant, Esq. 

In the above work we read that, in 1418, 
the Gipsies first arrived in Switzerland near 
Zurich and other places, to the number, men, 
women, and children, of fourteen thousand. 

The subsequent passage exhibits a proof of 
a different toidency. *^ In a late meeting of 
the Boyal Society of Gottingen, Professor Blu- 
menbach laid before the members a second 
decad of the crania of persons of different 
nations contrasted with each other, in the same 
manner as in the first, and ranged according to 
the order observed by him in his other works. In 
the first variety was the cranium of a real Gipsy , 
who died in prison at Clausenburg, commu- 
nicated by Dr. Patacki of that place. TA* 
rwnmhknm between tkia and that of the blgyp. 
Ham mmmmif in the fint decad was very strik- 



ing. Both differed essentially fVom the sixty- 
four crania of other persorw belonging to foreign 
nations, in the possession of the author : a cir- 
cumstance which, among others, tends to con- 
firm the opinion of Professor Meiners. that 
the Hindoos, from wliom Grellman derives 
the Gipsies, came theiii-ieives originally from 
Egypt." "British Critic." Foreign Cata- 
logue, vol. ii. p. 226. 

See upon the subject of Gipsies the following 
books : Pas^iiier," Uecherches de la France," p. 
392; " Dictioniiaire des Origines," v. Bohemi- 
ens ; De Pauw," Recherches sur les Egyptieiis," 
torn. i.p. 109 ; " Camerarii Horas Subseciva;'* 
*-Gent. Mag." 1783, vol. liii. p. UK)9; Ibid. 
1787, vol. Ivii. p. 897. Anecdotes of the 
Fife Gipsies will be found in « Blackwood's 
Edinburgh Magazine," vol. ii. pp. 28*2, 1^23. 
On the Gipsies of Hesse Darmstadt, ibid. vol. 
p. 409. Other notices concerning the 
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Scottish (vijisies in the same work, vol. i. pp. 
43, 65, 60, 1.54, 167. 

(*) Harrison, in his Description of Eng^ 
land prefixed to *• Holinshed's Chronicle," 
1587, p. 183, describing the various sorts of 
cheats practiseii by the voluntary poor, after 
enumerating those who maim or disfigure their 
bodies by sores, or counterfeit the guise of 
labourers or serving-men, or mariners seeking 
for ships which they have not lost, to extort 
charity, adds : " It is not yet full three score 
years since this trade began ; but how it hath 
prospered since that time it is easie to judge, 
for they are now supposed of one sex and ano- 
ther to amount unto above ten thousand per* 
sons, as I have heard reported. Moreover, 
in counterfeiting the Egyptian Roges, they have 
devised a language among themselves which 
they name Canting, but others pedlers French, 
a speach compact thirty yearssiiiceof English 
and a great number of otld words of their own 
devising, without all order or reason : and yet 
such is it as none but themselves are able to 
miderstand. The first deviser thereof was 
hanged by the neck, a just reward no doubt 
for his deceits, and a common end to all of 
that profession.*' 

The beggars, it is observable, two or three 
centuries ago, used to proclaim their want by 
a wooden dish with a moveable cover, which 
they clacked, to show that their vessel nras 
empty. This appears from a passage quoted 
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on another occasion by Dr. Grey. Dr. Grey's 
assertion may be supported by the following 
passage in an old comedy called the '* Family 
of Love," 1608: 

** Can you think I get my living by a bell 
and a clack-dish f 
By a bell and a clack-dish f How*s that? 
Why, begging, Sir," &c. 

And by a sts^e direction in the second part of 
"King Edward IV.'' 1619: "Enter Mrs. 
Blague, very poorly, — begging with her bas- 
ket and a clack-dish.** See Reed's edition of 
Shaksp. 1803, vol. vi. p. 325. 

C) SirThomas Browne, in his " Vulgar Er- 
rors,'* p. 2S6, gives this general account of the 
Gipsies : ** They are a kind of counterfeit 
Moors, to be found in many parts of Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. They are commonly sup- 
posed to have come from Egypt, from whence 
they derive themselves. Munster discovered, 
in the letters and pass which they obtained 
from Sigismund the Emperor, that they first 
came out of Lesser Egypt; that having turned 
apostates from Christianity and relapsed into 
Pagan rites, some of every family were en- 
joined this penance, to wander about the world. 
Aventinus tells us, that they pretend, for this 
vagabond course, a judgment of God upon 
their forefathers, who refused to entertain the 
Virgin Mary and Jesus, when she fled into 
their country." 

(*) Yet Bellonius, who met great droves of 
Gipsies in Egypt in villages on the banks of 
the Nile, where they were accounted strangers 
and wanderers from foreign parts, as with us, 
affirms that they are no Egyptians, (Observat. 
Ub. ii.) 

It seems pretty clear that the first o( 
the Gipsies were Asiatic, brought hither 
by the crusaders, on their return from the 
holy wars, but to these it is objected that 
there is no trace of them to be found in history 
at that time. 

Ralph Volaterranus affirms that they first 
proceeded, or strolled, from among the Uxi, 
a people of Persia. Sir Thomas Browne cites 
Pol ydore Vergil as accounting them originally 
Syrians: Philip Bergoinas as deriving them 
from Chaldea: JEneaa Sylvius, as from some 
part of Tartary : Bellonius, as fhnnWallachia 
and Bul^raria : and Aventiiini ■■ iiitw1)ikg thfi 



from the confines of Hungary. He adds that 
" they have been banished by most Christian 
princes. The great Turk at least tolerates 
them near the imperial city : he is said to em- 
ploy them as spies: they were banished as 
such by the Emperor Charles the Fifth." 

(*) Sir Thomas Browne, ut supra, p. 287, 
says : " Their first appearance was in Grer- 
many since the year 1400. Nor were they 
observed before in other parts of Europe, as 
is deduciblefrom Munster, Genebrard, Crant- 
sius, and Ortelius.'' 

(*) Spelman's portrait of the Gipsy frater- 
nity in his time, which seems to have been 
taken ad vivumi is as follows : ** Egvptiani. 
Erronum Impostorumque genus nequissimum : 
in Continente ortum, sed ad Britannias nos- 
tras et Europam reliquam pervolans : — ^nigre- 
dine deformes, excocti sole, immundi veste, 
et usu rerum omnium fcedi. — Fceminse, cum 
stratis et parvulis, jumento invehuntur. Li- 
teras circumferunt Principum, ut innoxius 
illis permittatur transitus. — Oriuntur quippe 
et in nostra et in omni Regione, spurci hujus- 
modi nebulones, qui sui similes in Gymna- 
sium sceleris adsciscentes ; vultum, cultum, 
moresque supradictos sibi inducunt. Lin- 
guam (ut exotici magis videantur) fictitiam 
blaterant, provinciasque vicatim pervagantes, 
auguriis et furtis, imposturis & technarum 
millibus plebeculam rodunt et illudunt, lin- 
guam banc Germani Rottaeldi, quasi rubrum 
Wallicum, id est Barbarismum ^ Angli Cant- 
ing nuncupaut.'' 

In ** The Artof Juglingand Legerdemaine," 
by S. R., 4to. 1612, signat. B b, is the follow- 
ing account : " These kinde of people about 
an hundred yeares agoe, about the twentieth 
yeare of King Henry the Eight, began to 
gather an head, at the first heere about the 
southeme parts, and this (as I am informed, 
and as I can gather) was their beginning. 
Certaine Egiptians banished their cuntry (be- 
like not for their good conditions) arrived 
heere in England, who, heing excellent in quaint 
tricks and devises, not known heere at that time 
among us, were esteemed and had in great 
admiration, for what with strangeness of their 
attire and garments, together with their sleights 
€Md bgerdemaineSy they were spoke of fane and 
neen^ insomuch that many of our English 
loftflNn jojiwd inlh them^ and in time ktfDed 
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their craiTe and cotening. The ipeach which 
they used was the right Egyptian language, 
with whome our Englishmen conversing with, 
at last learned their language. These peo- 
* pie continuing about the cuntry in this fashion, 
practising their cosening art of fast and loose 
and legerdemaine, purchased themselves great 
credit among the cuntry people, and got much 
by pahnittfy and telling oi fortune*: inso- 
much they pitifully cosened tne poore contry 
girles, both of money, silver spones, and the 
best of their apparrell, or any good thing they 
could make, onely to heare their fortunes." — 
"This Giles Hadier (for so was bis name) 
together with his whore Kit Calot, in short 
space bad following them a pretty traine, he 
terming himself the King of the Egiptians, 
and she the Queene, ryding about the cuntry 
at their pleasure uncontroUd.** He then men- 
tions the statute against them of the 1st and 
2nd of Philip and Mary, on which he observes : 
'* But what a number were executed preiently up- 
on thi» statute, you would wonder : yet, not- 
withstanding, all would not prevaile: but 
still they wandred, as before, up and downe, 
and meeting once in a yeere at a place ap- 
pointed : sometimes at the Devils A in 

I'eake in Darbishire, and otherwhiles at Ket- 
brooke by Blackheath, or elsewhere, as they 
agreed still at their meeting.*' Speaking of 
his own time, he adds : '* These fellows, seeing 
that no profit comes by wandring, but hazard 
of their lives, do daily dficreate and breake off 
their wonted society, and betake themselves, 
many of them, some to be pedlers, some tink- 
ers, some juglers, and some to one kinde of 
life or other." 

C) Twiss, in his "Travels,*' gives the fol- 
lowing account of them in Spain : " They are 
very numerous about and in Murcia, Cordova, 
Cadiz, and Ronda. The race of these vaga- 
bonds is found in every part of Europe; the 
French call them Bohemiens; the Italians 
Zingari; the Germans, Ziegenners; the 
Dutch, Heydenen (Pagans) ; the Portuguese, 
Siganos ; and the Spaniards, Gitanos ; in Latin, 
Ciugari. Their language, which is peculiar 
to themselves, is everywhere so similar, that 
they undoubtedly are all derived Arom the 
same source. They began to appear in Europe 
in the fifteenth century, and are probably a 
mixture of Egyptians and Ethiopians. The 
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men are all thieves, and the women libertines. 
They follow no certain trade, and have no 
fixed religion. They do not enter into the or- 
der of society, wherein they are only tolerated. 
It is supposed there are upwards of 40,000 of 
them in Spain, great numbers of whom are 
innkeepers in tlie villages and small towns, 
and are everywhere fortune-tellers. In Spain 
they are not allowed to possess any lands, or 
even to serve as soldiers. They marry among 
tliemselves, stroll in troops about the country, 
and bury their dead mider water. They are 
contented if they can jurocure food by showing 
feats of dexterity, and only pilfer to supply 
themselves with the trifles they want ; so tnat 
they never render themselves liable to any 
severer chastisement than whipping for having 
stolen chickens, linen, &c. Most of the men 
have a smattering of physic and surgery, and 
are skilled in tricks performed by slight of 
hand. The foregoing account is partly ex- 
tracted from *Le Voyageur Francois,' vol. 
xvi., but the assertion that they are all so 
abandoned as that author says is too general." 

(') In a provincial council held at Tarra- 
gona in the year 159 i there was the following 
decree against them : " Curandum etiam est 
ut publici Magistratus eos coerceant qui se 
^gyptiacos vel Bohemianos vocant, quos vix 
constat esse Cbristianos, nisi ex eorum rela- 
tione; cum tamen sint mendaces, fures, et 
deceptores, et aliis sceleribus multi eorum 
assueti.'' 

Ihe Gipsies are universally considered in 
the same light, t. e. of cheats and pilferers. 
Witness the definition of them in Dufresne, 
and the curious etchings of them by Callot. 
" ^gyptiaci," says Dufresne, ** vagi homines, 
hari^i ac fatidici, qui hac & iliac errantes ex 
* manus inspectione nitura prsesagire se fingunt, 
ut de marsupiis incautonim nummos corro- 
gent.'' The engraver does not represent them 
in a more fiivourable light than the lexicogra- 
pher, for besides his inimitable delineations of 
their dissolute manner of living, he has ac- 
companied his plates with verses which are 
very far from celebrating their honesty. 

Pasquier, in his " Recherchesde la France," 
has the following account of them : " On 
August 17, 1427, came to Paris twelve Peni- 
tents (Penanciers) as they called them- 
selves, viz. a duke, an earl, and ten men, all 
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on horseback, and calling tbettselves good 
Christians. They were of Lower Egypt, and 
gave out that not long before the Christians 
had subdued their country, and obliged them 
to embrace Christianity, or put them to death. 
Those who were baptized were great lords in 
their own country, and had a king and queen 
there. Some time after their conversion, the 
Saracens overran their country and obliged 
them to renounce Christianity. When the Em- 
peror of Germany, the King of Poland, and 
other Christian princes, heard this, they fell up- 
on them and obliged them all, both great and 
small, to quit their country and go to the 
Pope at Rome, who enjoined them seven years' 
penance to wander over the world without 
lying in a bed; every bishop and abbot to 
give them once 10 livres toumois, and he gave 
them letters to this purpose, and his blessing. 

" They had been wandering five years when 
they came to Paris. They were lodged by 
the police out of the. city, at Chapel St. Denis. 
Almost all had their ears bored, and one or 
two silver rings in each, which they said was 
esteemed an ornament in their country. The 
men were very black, their hair curled ; the 
women remarkably ugly and black, all their 
faces scarred (deplayez), their hair black, like 
a horse*s tail, their only habit an old shaggy 
garment (flossoye) tied over their shoulders 
with a cloth or cord>sash, and under it a poor 
petticoat or shift. In short they were the 
poorest wretches that had ever been seen in 
France; and, notwithstanding their poverty, 
there were among them women who, by look- 
ing into people's hands, told their fortunes 
et meirent content en plttaieurs mariages : for 
they said. Thy wife has played thee false 
(Ta femme t'a fait coup), and what was 
worse, they picked people's pockets of their 
money and got it into their own by telling 
these things by art, magic, or the intervention 
of the Devil, or by a certain knack." Thus 
Pasquier. It is added that they were expelled 
from France in 1561. 

In the " Statistical Account of Scotland," 
vol. ii. p. 124, parish of Eaglesham, county 
of Renfrew, we read : << There is no magistrate 
nearer than within four miles; and the place 
is oppressed with gangs of Gipsies, cominoiily 
called tinkers, or randy-beggaia^ beoniie 
is nobody to take the iimallBrt 



(•} In the "Gent. Mag." for Oct. 1785, 
vol. Iv. p. 765, we read : " In a Privy Seal 
Book at Edinburgh, No. xiv. fol. 59, is this 
entry : ' Letters of Defence and Concurrence 
to John Fall, Lord and Earl of Little Egypt, 
for assisting him in the execution of Justice 
upon his Company, conform to the Laws of 
Egypt, Feb. 15, 1540.' " These are supposed 
to have been a gang of Gipsies associated to- 
gether in defiance of the state, under Fall as 
their head or king : and these the articles of 
association for their internal government, mu- 
tual defence, and security, the embroiled and 
infirm state of the Scotch nation at that time 
not permitting them to repress or restrain a 
combination of vagrants who had got above 
the laws and erected themselves into a sepa- 
rate community as a set of banditti. 

(10) In " Lodge's Illustrations of British 
History," &c., vol. i. p. 135, is a curious 
Letter of the Justices of Durham to the Earl 
of Shrewsbury, Lord President of the Council 
in the North, dated at Duresme, Jan. 19th, 
1549, concerning the Gipsies and Faws. 

" Pleasy th yo' good Lordship t'understaund, 
John Roland, oon of that sorte of people cal- 
linge themsellfes Egiptians, dyd before us ac- 
cuse Babtist Fawe, Amy Fatcw, and George 
Fawey Egiptians, that lliey had counterfeate 
the kyngs ma^'^ greate scale: wherupon we 
caused tii' above named Baptist, Amye, and 
George, to be apprehended by th'officers, who, 
emongst other things, dyd find one wryting 
with a greate seall moche like to the kings 
ma^* great seall, which we, bothe by the 
wrytinge, and also by the seall, do suppose to 
be counterfeate and feanyd ; the which seall 
we do send to your L. herwith, by post, for 
triall of the same. Signifieing also to yo*^ L. 
that we have examynet the said Biabti^ 
Amye, and George, upon the said matter; 
who doithe afferme and saye, with great othes 
and execracions, that they never dyd see the 
said seall before this tyme, and that they dyd 
not counterfeate it; and that the said John 
Roland is their mortall enemye, and haitbe 
often tymes accused the said Babtist before 
this, and is moche in hii debti^ aa appeaiefli 
by tber wrytinge* zedy to be ibeved. for the 
wbkbeooMytlieiaidJkihB ddtbe iOaly aU 

iBd» M tfaqr foppoM^ 
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his complices, haithe put the counterfeate 
seall emongst there wrytyngs; with such lyke 
sayngi. Wberfor we have commit all th'ahove 
* named Bgiptians to the gaoll of Duresme, to 
such tyme as we do knowe your L. pleasor 
in the premises. And thus Almightie God 
preserve your g^d L. in moche honor. At 
Duresme this 19th of Januarye, 1549, 
Y** Lordship's assured, 

George Conyers, 
Robert Hyndmers, 
cuthbbrtt conybbs, 
Jerrerd Salveyn. 
To the right honorable and o' sing'ler good 
Lord th' Erll of Shrewisburye, Lord Pre- 
Bdent of the Kyng s Ma^** CouDsell in 
the Northe. 

0^) There is a well-known Scottish song 
entitled ** Johnny Faa, the Gypsie Laddie." 
There is an advertisement in the ** Newcastle 
Courant,'* July 27, 1 754, offering a reward 
for the apprehending of John Fall and Mar- 
garet his wife, William Fall and Jane, other- 
wise Ann, his wife, &c., ** commonly called 
or known by the name of Fawes," &c. 

Gipsies still continue to be called <* Faws'^ 
in the North of England. 

r**) Gay, in his " Pastorals,'* speaking of a 
girl who is slighted by her lover, thus de- 
cribes the Gipsies : 

" Last Friday's eve, when as the sun was set, 
I, near yon stile, three sallow Gipsies met ; 
Upon my hand they cost a poritig look. 
Bid me beware, and thrice their heads they 

shook: 
They said that many crosses I must prove. 
Some in ray worldly gain, but most in love. 
Next mom I miss'd mree hens and our old 

cock. 
And, off the hedge, two pinners and a 

smock.** The Ditty. 

The following beautiful lines on the same 
subject are from Prior's '* Henry and Emma." 
Henry is personating a Gipsy. 

" A frantic Gipsy now the house he haunts, 
And in wild phrases speaks dissembled 

wants: 
With die fond maids in palmistry he deals ; 
They tdBl the secret J9rst which he reveals : 



Says who shall wed, and who shall be be- 

What groom shall get, and 'squire maintain 

the child." 
Rogers, in his "Pleasures of Memory," 
1. 107, has also described the Gipsy : 
" Down by yon hazel copse, at evening, blaz'd 
The Gipsy's fagot. — There we stood and 

gaz'd ; 
Gaz'd on her sunburnt face with silent awe, 
Her tatter'd mantle, and her hood of straw ; 
Her moving lips, her caldron brimming 

o'er ; 
The drowsy brood that on her back she 

bore, 
Imps, in the bam with mousing owlet bred, 
From rifled roost at nightly revel fed ; 
Whose dark eyesflash'd thro' locks of black- 
est shade, 
When in the breeie the distant watch- dog 

bay'd : 
And heroes fled the SibyPs mutter'd call. 
Whose elfln prowess scal'd the orchard 

wall. 
As o'er my palm the silver piece she drew, 
And truc'd the line of life with searching 

view. 
How throbb'd my fluttering pulse with 

hopes and fears 
To learn the colour of my future years!" 

Strype, in his *^ Annals of the Reforma- 
tion," vol. ii. p. 61 1, mentions a book written 
by William Bullein " Of Simples- and Sur- 
gery,'* A. D. 1562, in which the author speaks 
of*' dog-leaches, and EgtfptianSy and Jews : all 
pretending to the telling of fortunes and curing 
by charms. They (dog-leaches) buy some 
gross stuff, with a box of salve and cases of 
tools, to set forth their slender market withal, 
&c. Then fall they to palmistry and telling 
of fortutjcs, daily deceiving the simple. Like 
unto the swarms of vagabonds, Egyptians, and 
some that call themselves Jews : whose eyes 
were so shai*p as lynx. For they see all the 
people with their knacks, pricks, domifying, 
and figuring, with such like fantasies. Pain- 
ing that they have familiers and glasses, where- 
by they may 6nd things that be lost. And, 
besides them, are infinite of old doltish witches 
with blessings for the fair and conjuring of 
cattel.'* 



OBSOLETE VULGAR PUNISHMENTS. 



CUCKING-STOOL; 



A IUMBRKLjC) TRIBUCH,(') and TREBUCHKTi(*) ALSO A THEW.(») 



at modfa of Te>Cn]nLn|r viril. StodtafD 



. 3«Bomll-iUrcafJah 



The Cucking-'itool wot an eDgiiie inveiileJ 
for tbe punlsbment of •caldB and uuquiet 
women, by ducking them in the water, after 
having placed them in a atool or chair fiied 
at the end of a long pole, by which Ihey were 
immetged in lomB muddy or ■(iiikii]g pond. 
Blount tellt u* that >ome think it a corniptiun 
from Ducking-Mool, (■] but that others derive 
it from Choking-stool. (*) Though of the 
moat remote antiquity, it it now, it shuuld 
•eem, totally diiuied. 

H[. LyBoni, in hii " Bnvironi of London," 
vol. i. p. 333, give> lu a curioiu extract froai 
th« churcbwardens' and chamberlain's ac- 
counta at Kiogstun-upon-Thamet, in t)ie year 
1972, which contung atiill of expenses (>>) for 
making one of tbeie Cucking-itaulg, which, 
hetayi, must bare been much in useTurmerly, 
as there ore frequent entries of money paid 
for iti repairs. He adds, that this arbitrary 
attempt ^ laying an embargo upm the female 
tongue bai long lince been laid aside. It 
was continued, however, at Kinntoii to a late 
period, as appears from the ftJlowing para- 
gtaiAi in the " London Evening Post," April 
27 to 30, 1749: " Idst week a woman 
that keeps the Queen's Head alehouse at 
Kingston, in Surrey, was ordered by the coutt 

(a) BoeCowal, In n. « Cutl Job. regie, dlt. U 
Cy JiUio cMllid Id Laubside^a " £ini 



to be ducked for scolding, and was accord- 
ingly placed in the chair, aud ducked in the 
River Thames, under Kingston Bridge, in (he 
presence of 2000 ot 3000 people." 

These stools (') seem to have been in com- 
mon use when Gay wrote bis "Pastorals;"' 
(hey are ffaus described in the Dumps, 1. lOS : 
" I'll speed me to the pond, where the high 
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« muddy 
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ool, tlie 


dread of 


ev-ry 


scolding 


'2, 


xlviilth 
says^ '■ 


vol. (MS. 
n my time, 


Brit. Mus.) p. 
when I was a 



ly grandmother 
great coruer house at the bridge foot next to 
Magdalen College, Cambridge, and re-huitt 
since by my uncle, Mr. Joseph Cock, 1 te- 
tnember to have seen a woman ducked for 
scalding. 

" The chair hung by a pulley fastened to 



offteliri 
iGned, and let down 
mes, and (hen taki 

Tbe bridge was then of timber, befht^tlHil 

sent stone bridge of ' '"" 

TbeDucki 

its pit 
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NOTES TO CUCKING-STOOL. 



on it, aod w«Q paiaUd md omuncotcd. 
When th« neir bndge of itiiDe wu erected, 
^»nt I1H tbia vru tjikea wnj, mod I Utel; 
■aw the carred and i{ilt back af h nailed up 
bf tlieahop of one Mr. Jackmi, a wbiienaiOi, 
iatheBulclur Row, betiind the town-ball, who 
offered it to me, but I did not know what to 
do with it. In October, IT76, I uw io the 
old toim-haJl k Ihiid DocklDg-Moal of plain 
nek, with an iron b«r before it to confine the 
peimn in tl>e leal : but I made nn ioquiriei 



la the prao- 



ahouC it. I mention tbeK thingn ai 
tice Kemi now to be totally lud aiioe. 

Tliii wai written about 1730. Hr. Colo 
died in 1783. 

The itool i> reprevnteil ia a cut mneied 
to the Dumpa, detigned and engiaved bv Lud. 
du Guemier. 

There i« a wooden ci 



S'eee of the popular pennj hi 
Id Woman of Ratclk Highi 



hiitory of " The 
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rtoTAeni 



IT of Edgeware, 



foi not haviat; a Tiimirrl 

See Lynni'a "Earir. of London," vol. ii. p. 

244. This look* a« if tiie puiiiihmenti were 

different. 

(■} The fallowing extract from Cawel'a 
" iDterpreter," in v. Thew, aeenu to prote 
(wiOi me extract jnrt quoted from Mr. L;. 
lone'i " Environa of London") that there wsi 
a difference between a Tumbrel and a Cuck- 
ing-atnol or Thew. " Georgiuj Grey Comea 
Cwitii clamat inmaiter. de BuBbton& Ayton 
pnnin deliuquentea contra Aaainm Fanii et 
Cerriaiai, per trti vices per amerciamenta, & 
qnaita rice niatorea per pllloriam, brariatom 
per tnmtnellam, & tiiatricea per TAeue, hoc 
eat, mnee eai nper acabellum vncal. a 
Cucbi^tHiBL PL in Ilia, apod Cealt. 14 
Hen. Vn." 

{■) An Eia^rwt i" the " Gent, Mag." for 
Mmr, 1793, T<d. u. p. 740, ofaeerrca Ibat 
" llw ilook of inbmy are &e Dudumg-ilool 
and Iha atool of repentance. The flrat waa 
inveatadfatnmngfaDaleabrewi. Thealool 
of repentance ia an ercksjjstical engine, of 
popish entraction, for thf puiiislunent of for- 
"ili's, whereby the 
I am a to hinuelf, 

, . . -r-imiud from the 

hniter of the parish." 

■» it called " le (h^ing Stole" 
e ifgiboi. StaBrtii, * Con- 
" " --u Vm»B de Honnt- 



!nt publicly ukci 




He 



by whom it waa called Scealpinj-jTole, 
deacribed to be " Cathedra in qua riioaaa 
lieret aedentea aqiiia demergebantor." It 
a punlAment inflicted atao ancient); 
n brewen and bakera t 



Henry, in hii " Hiilory of Great Britain," 
ol. i. p. 214, tella ua Iliat " In Germany, 
owardi, duggaidi, debaucbeea, and [roati- 
uteaiWereauHocated in mimand bogi," and 
idda. " it ia not improbable that these useleaa 
nembera and pesta of human society were pu- 
liihed in the aame manner in this island:" 
lakiugal the same time, inanots, "li not the 
lucking-a'ool a relic of this laat kind of 



imeot?" 



npBTTulori 



In the " Promptorinn 
Harl. 221, Brif. Mus. " Eiga, or CunnrM," is 
Interpreted by tfcroirui).- audio the" Dontea- 
day Surrey," in the account of the City of 
Chester, Tol. i. fol. M2 b, we read, '• Vir 
sive mulier falsam mensuram in civitate faci- 
ens depi^ensua, iiii- solid, emendab'. Simi- 
liter malam cerviaiam faciens, ant in CaThe- 



^{1^ " 1572. The making 



of d 



Timber for tbe same 7 6 
3 brasses for the 

»»mB and three 

wheels . . . 4 10." 



NOTES TO CUCKING-STOOL. 



Col« (MS. BriL Mui. Tol. »lli. p. aSS) 
in bli extract* from Mr. T&bor't book, imcmg 
inabncM ot Proceedinf^ in tb« Vice-Chan- 
cellur'i Court of Cambridge, Ist Eli»., gira 

"JmeJohnwn, adjudged to the Duckinge- 
itix4e for lOOuldiTtg, and commuted h« pe- 

" Kttbetine Sandtn, lUMnued by the chuTch- 
wudena of St. Andrewei for a cammoo *cald 
and tlandeier of ber Migbboun, adjudged to i 
the Ducking-itool." , 

There it an order of the corporation of 
Sbrewabury, 1669, that " A Ducking-alool be | 
erected for the puniahment nf all scolda." See 
the History of the Town, 4to. 1779, p. 172. | 

In Harwoodi " History of LidiHeld," p. 
— ■ • ir 1378, we End a charge " For 



ir you 1 



not I, un- 
. i"- No, 

Id she, you know it to he otherwise: 
ou Dot beard that if is the cradle yout 
nother hni often layu in ?" 
" Hiacellaneoue Foem), &c., I); Beu- 
Weat, of Weedon Beck, NortharaptOD- 
1780, p. 8i, is preserved a 



p. 40, tbu> deacribea the Cucking-itool. It 
may witb juatice be obserred of this author 
that no popular cnatom eacaped his notice: 

" Chaiae. La maniete dc puuir lea femmea 
qiierelleuieset debauchees eit asssez pluisanle 
CD Anglelerre. 

" On altache QtM ChatK & braa & I'extre- 
mit£ de deui eapecea de aolivea, loiigiies 
de doQie ou quinie pieda et dana un eloigiie- 
ment parallele, en lorte que cea deux piecet 
de boia embrasent, par leur deux houta voi- 
lina, la Chaiee qui est entre deux, & qui y eat 
attachfe par le cote comoie avec ud eaaieu, 
de telle maniere, qu'elle a du Jeu, et qu'elle 
demeure toujours daxiB I'etat naturel i hori- 
■Ontal auquel une Chaise dott £tre afin qu'on 
puiatea'aaKoir dsMuB. soitqu'on I'fleve, i ' 

Su'on rabaiise. On dressee un p6teaa 
: bard d'un etang ou dune itrierre, & 
ce poteau on poae, |ffeaque en equilibre, la 
doutle piece de boit i one dea eitremitei de 
laquelle la Chaise se trouve *n deisna de 
I'eau. On met la femme dana cette Cbaiee, 
et on la ploiige aiiui autant de foia qu'il a 
£t£ ordounS, pourrafraicbir un pen aa cha- 
leur immi>derie.'' See Ozell'sTranal.p, 6S. 

In " Wbiroiiea, or a Hew Cast of Cliarao- 
ters," ISmo. Lond. 1631, p. 182, speaking I 
of a Xaiitippeaii, the author aays : " He (her ' 
huabaj.d) vowel therefore to bring her in all i 
disgrace to the Oiciing-tlBolc ; and she vowet 
agaiue Co bringe bim, witb all contempt, to | 
&■ tUxAa of repentaoee.'' 



I shire,- Nvo, 

yean ago, ei 
I The deacriptii 
There standi. 



itled " The Ducking S 



aixty 



An e.,Bioi 
Byle ' 



- „ . ir of the town. 

If jairine fecoalea kindle atrife. 
Give language foul, or lug tbe coif; 
If noiay darnel abould once begin 
To drive tlie house with horrid din. 
Away, you cry, you'll grace the atiN^ 
Well teach you how your tongue to Toll 
The fair olTender (ilia the aeat. 
In sullen pomp, profoundly great 

Down in the deep the atool descends. 
But here, at first, xe miss our ends ; 
Is again, and rages more 



Than 



So, Ihroi 
Willm. 
If«),m; 



d before 
mthef 



but bum up the faigber. 

nd, pray let ber take 

I into the lalie, 
And, rather than your patience loae. 
Thrice and again repeat the dose. 
No brawling wivea, no furious wenches. 
No fire so hot but water quenchea. 

In Prior's skilful lirtes we see 
For these another reeape : 
A certain lady, we are told, 
(A lady (M, and yet a MMld) 
Was T«7 maiii lalimr'd, Timll b^. 



BRANKS— DRUNKARD'S CLOAK. 
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A mouthful of the same she^d take, 
Sure not to scold, if not to speak.'* 

A note informs us, ''To tlie honour of the 
fair sex in the neighbourhood of R****y, 
this machine has been taken down (as useless) 
•ereral years/' 

(^ Barlase, in his << Natural History of 
CflTOwall,*' p. 303, tells us : << Among the 
punishments inflicted inCom wall, of old time, 
was that of the CookMng-Uool^ a seat of infamy 
wheie strumpets and scolds, with bare foot 
and head, were eondemned to abide the de- 
rision of those that passed by, for such time 
as the bailififo of manors, which had the pri- 
vil^e of such jurisdiction, did appoint'' 

Morant, in his " History of Essex,"' vol. i. 
p. 317, speaking of Canuden, in the hundred 



of Rochford, mentions '' Cukingstole Croft, 
as given for the maintenance of a light in 
this church; as appears by inquisition, 10 
Eliz." 

In *' The Regiam Majestatem," by Sir John 
Skene, this punishment occurs as having been 
used anciently in Scotland : under <* Burrow 
Lawes,*' chap. Ixix., speaking of Browsters, 
t. e, *' fVemen quha brewes aiU to be sauld," 
it is said—" gif she makes gude-ail, that is 
sufficient. Bot gif she makes evill ail, con- 
trair to the use and consuetude of the bui^h, 
and is convict thereof, she sail pay ane un« 
law of aucht shillinges, or sal suffer the 
justice of the burgh, that is, «Ae »aU be put 
upon the Cock-ituk, and the aill sail be distri- 
buted to the pure fulke." 



BRANKS, 

ANOTHER PUNISHMENT FOR SCOLDING WOMEN. 



They have an artifice at Newcastle-under- 
Lyme and Walsall, says Dr. Plott, in bis 
"History of Staffordshire," p. 389, for cor- 
recting of scolds, which it does too, so effect- 
ually and so very safely, that I look upon it 
as much to be preferred to the Cucking-stoole, 
which not only endangers the health of the 
party, but also gives the tongue liberty' 'twixt 
every dipp ; to neither of which this is at all 
liable : it being such a bridle for the tongue 
as not only quite deprives them of speech, 
but brings shame for the transgression and 
humility thereupon before 'tis taken off: 
which being put upon the offender by order 



of the magistrate, and fastened with a pad- 
lock behind, she is led round the town by an 
officer, to her shame, nor is it taken off till 
after the party begins to show all external 
sigiies imaginable of humiliation and amend- 
ment. 

Dr. Plott, in a copper-plate annexed, gives 
a representation of a pair of Branks. They 
still preserve a pair in the town court at New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, where the same custom 
once prevailed. See 6ardiner*s ** England's 
Grievance of the Coal Trade," and my History 
of that Town, vol, ii. p. 192, 



DRUNKARD'S CLOAK. 



It appears from Gardiner's *' England's 
Grievance in Relation to the Coal Trade," 
ftat in the time of the Commonwealth the 
nagistnliei of Newcastle-upon-Tyne punished 
■oudswidi the ENnks (just described), and 
dnmkudi by making" them carry a tub with 



holes in the sides for the arms to pass through, 
called the Drunkard's Cloak, through the 
streets of that town. 

See my " History of Newcastle," wherein 
is also given a representation of it in a copper- 
plate, \o\. Vv. -^^ \^i. 
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PILLIWINKES, OR PYREWINKES. 



The Pilliwinkes have been already noticed 
as a torture formerly used in Scotland for 
suspected witches. 

We have the following notice of them in 
Cowel's **Law Interpreter:" 

" Ptbewinkks. Johannes Masham et 
Thomas Bote de Bury, die Lunae proxime 
ante Festum Apostolorum Symouis et Judse, 
anno regni Henrici Quarti post Conquestum 
tertio, malitiaet conspiratione inter eos inde 



prsehabitis quendam Robertum Smyth de 
Bury — ceperunt infra predictam villam, et 
ipium infra domum dicti Johannis Masham 
in ferro posuerunt— et cum cordis ligaverunt^ 
et super poUices iptiuM Roberti quoddam instru- 
mentitm vocatum Pybewinkes Ua stricte et 
dure posuerunt^ quod Sanguis exivit de digitis 
iiHut:' Ex Cartular. Abbatis Sancti Ed- 
mundi. MS. fol. 341. 



PILLORY. 



On the subject of this punishment the 
reader is referred to Douce's " Illustrations 
of Shakspeare, and of Ancient Manners/' 
vol. i. pp. 1 46-- 150, where several varieties of 
the melnod of inflicting it are graphically 
represented. One of the oldest names of the 
Pillory was Col/istrigium, from the stretching 
out or projection of the head through a hole 
made in the Pillory for that purpose, or 



tiirough an iron collar or carcan sometimes 
attached to the pillar itself. In early times, 
in England, it was the punishment most 
commonly inflicted upon thievuh millers and 
bakers. An interesting article upon the his- 
tory of this punishment, and of its abolition, 
in the different States of Europe, will be 
found in the *' Penny Cyclopaedia," vol. xviii. 
p. 159. 



OMENS. 



" L. PauUos Consul iterum, cum ei, bellom ot cum Rege Perse ffereret, obti- 
gisset ; ut ea ipsa die domam ad vesjierum rediit, flliolam suam Tertiam, qoas 
torn erat admoaum parva, osculans animum advertit tristiculam : Quid est.inquit, 
mea Tertia? auid tristls es.' Mi pater, inquit Persa periit. Tiim ille aictios 
Puellam complexus, accipio Omen, inquit, meajilia : erat enim mortnui cateUns 
eo nomine." 

Cic. de Divinat. lib. i. sect. 46. 



The word Omen is well known to signify 

a sign, good or bad, or a prognostic. It may 

be defined to be that indication of something 

future, which we get as it were by accideaty 

aod without our seeking for. 



A superstitioui regard to Omens seems an- 
ciently to bare made rery coomderable ad- 
ditioiit to tbe common load of human infeli- 
fwm now piettj nneially 




NOTK TO OlfENS. 
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rity and indifierenceon those triTial and truly 
ridiculous accidents which alteniafelT af- 
forded matter of joy and sovimr to our ances- 
tors. (') Omens appear to have been so 
namerous that we most deqiair of erer being 



able to recorer them all : and to erince that 
in all ages men have been sdf-tormentors, the 
bad Omens fill a catalogue infinitely more ex- 
tensire than that of the good. 



NOTB TO OMENS. 



(>) Gibbon, in his << Decline and Fall/* 
&c., ¥oL riii. p. 201, speaking of the wars of 
tiie Emperor Ifaurice against the Aran, a.d. 
595, teUs us tluit, on setting out, « he (the 
Emperor) solicited, without success, a mira- 
culous answer to his nocturnal prayers. His 
mind was confounded by the death of a fa- 
vourite hmse, the encounter of a wild boar, a 
storm of wind and imin, and the birth of a 
monstrous child ; and he forgot that the best 
of omens is to unrfieath our sword in the de- 
fence of our country. He returned to Con- 
stantinople, and exchanged the thoughts of 
war for those of derotion.** 

Apposite is the following from Joh. Saris- 
ber. de Nugis Curialium, fol. 27 : ** Rusti- 
canam et fortd Ofelli Proverbium est — Qui 
Somniis et Auguriis credit, nunquam fore 
securum. Ego Sententiam et verissimam et 
fideltssimam puto. Quid enim refert ad c<ni- 
sequentiam rerum, si quis semel aut amplius 
stemutaveritf Quid si oscitaverit? His mens 
nugis incauta seducitur, sed lidelis nequa- 
quam acquiescit.'* 

** Omens and Prognostications of things," 
says Bourne, Antiq. Vulg. p. 20, *' are still 
in the mouths of all, though only observed 
by the vulgar. In country places especially 
they are in great repute, and are the directors 
of several actions of life, bemg looked upon 
as presages of things future, or the deter- 
miners cf present good or evil/* He specifies 
several, and derives them with die greatest 
probability from the heathens, whose obser- 
vation of these he deduces also from the 
pEBCtice of the Jews, with whom it was a 
fnwffl— > to ask signs. He ccmcludes all such 
iilmiiiiiiims at present to be sinful and dia- 

Hm Allowing linei^ which have more truth 

are fit)m ** Wythers's 



Abuses Stript and Whipt," 8vo. Lond. 1613, 
p. 167: 

" For worthlesse matters some are wondrous 

sad, 
Whom if I call not vaine I must terme 

mad. 
If that their noses bleed some certaine 

drops, 
. And then againe upon the suddaine stops, 
Or, if the babling foule we call a jay, 
A squirrel], or a hare, but crosse their way. 
Or, if the salt fall towards them at table, 
Or any such like superstitious bable. 
Their mirth is spoil^a, because they hold it 

true 
That some mischance must thereupon 

ensue," 

The subsequent, on the same subject, from 
Dryden and Lee*s *' (Edipus,** act iv. sc. 1, 
need no apology for their introduction : 

''For when we think fate hovers o'er our 

heads, 
Our apprehensions shoot beyond all bounds, 
Owls, ravens, crickets seem the ¥ratch of 

death; 
Nature's worst vermin scare her godlike 

sons; 
Echoes, the very leavings of a voice, 
Grow babbling ghosts and call us to our 

graves: 
Each mole-hill thought swells to a huge 

Olympus, 
While we, fantastic dreamers, heave, and 

puff, 
And sweat with an imagination ^s weight; 
As if, like Atlas, with these mortal shoulders 
We could sustain the burden of the world.*" 

In the '* Statistical Account of Scotland,*' 
vol. xiv. p. 541 (8vo. Rdinb. 1795). parish 
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of Forglen, in the county of Banff, we re«d ; 
" Still Hjme chanoB ore «ecretly used to pw- 
vent evil; anii aame Omena looked to by the 
older people." 

Omens are also noticed b; Moulin. " f^n- 
tao aummuB falleuiii artifei, propensiune 
hoininaDi od scnilandafulura abutitur ad vob 



ludifieandos 



eos^ue . 



-TcuUm. 



lactsna, multia eiroiibue implicat. Huiiis 
•eductionii ipeciu lunt infinilm et vanity 
ineicplicabilii, Casum vertens in PneUffla 
et eap!«» Augmia de rutiuis ei Beitiis, 
Aqaia, Oculis, Fnmo, Stellii, Fionte, Haiii- 
biu, Somniis, libratione Palpebrffi, Sortibu;, 
jsetia, ftc, ad qu» pnnsogia bamiiKs bardi 
•tupent attoniti ; iriquiailores futuroruro nerr- 
ligeiifea pnesentia."' Petri MolinBi Vatea, 
p. 151. 

Dr. HicltM, in a letter to Dr. Chaiklt, 
Master of Univenity College, Oxford, dated 
Jan. 23, 17K, and pimerred in the Bodlei.in 
Libisiyat Oifocd, menliou "theOHsNitliat 
bappeuedatthe Coronation of K.Jameatfae^^- 
cnnd,whieh,'M.ya he,"I«aw: vii. tht lotliriiig 
o/thc crown upon hxi htad; Ike broktn eamipij 
tl Jlag hanging upon the 



coronatiu: 



Itwai t< 



I by the 1 



e time the 


ignal was given to the Tower 


t he wag Gi 


owned. I put no great stress 


n (bese Om 


ens, but I cannot despise them 


St of them 


I believe, come by chaDce 


some fro 


which regard the fate of iLii.gs 


.ciallytho. 



ward'sAnecdoles, p. 81. 

Of this uufortunale Monarch, his brotbft 
Cbarlea the Second, is s^d to have prophesici 
as follows, with gt«at succeu; the King sjii< 
one day to Sir Richard Bulstrode, " I am wear 
of travelling, 1 am resolved to go abroad ii 
more ; hutwben 1 am dead and gone, J Irnm 

afraid when he comes to the throne he will h 
obliged to travel again." Ibid. p. 51. 

Gay, ill his fable of the Farmer's W!l 
and the Raven, ridicules, in the followJiL 
manner, same of our laperacitioug Omens : 
«Why are (hue tean* why dmopi jou 

bead; 
Zf then yoar other btaband dead f 



Or does b worse diignee betide f 
Hath no one since his death appliedl 

Alus ! you know the came too <rdL 
The salt ii spilt, to me it fell ; 
Then, lo contribute to my low. 
My knife and fork were laid acroea. 
On Friday too ! the day 1 dread ! 
Would I were safe at home in bed ! 
I.^t night, (1 vow to Heav'n 'tis true,) 
Bounce from (lie (Ire a coffin flew. 
Next post tome fatal news *ha11 tell '. 
God send my Conush Inends be well! 






I the raven, spare your 



Unclench your fist, and wipe your clothes ; 
But why on me tiiose cunea thrown ? 
Goody, the fault was all your own ; 
For, had you laid this brittle ware 
On Dun, tlie old sure-fooled mare. 
Though all the ravens of Ihe hundred 
With croaking had your tongue out-tfaun- 
iWd, 



" Nothing is more contrary to good sense 
than imagining everything we see and hear is 
a prognostic eillier of good or evil, except it 
be the belief that nothing U so." flecret Me- 
muiis of the late Mr. Duncan Campbell, Svo. 
I*ind.l733,p. eO. 

Aubrey, in his "Remain* of GentniDne," 
notices several portents which bappeued be- 
fore changes of government m his time. At 
Sir Thomas Trenchard's, at Lichyat in Dorset, 



184t.- 



CHILD^ CAUL. 



59 



•eeptre ftU out of the Kingf s IhumI, in idaister, 
in the haU. Athh Majertsr'i trial the head 
of bis cane fell off. AikL before Croniwell*s 
death a great whale came to Greenwich. 
He notices, also, the tearing of the canopy at 



James the Second^s ooronatian, in retaining 
from the Abbey : adding, ** 'twas of clodi of 
gold (and my strength I am confident could 
not have rent it), and it was not a windy day.'* 



CHILD'S CAUL, 

OTHEBWISE 

THE SILLY HOW,(») i. e. THE HOLY OR FORTUNATE CAP OR HOOD. 



Cauls are little membranes found on 
■ome children, encompassing the head, when 
bom. This is tfiongnt a good omen to the 
child itself, and the Tulgar opinion is, that 
whoerer obtains it by purchase will be fortu- 
nate, and escape dangers. An instance of 
great fortune in one born with this Coif is 
given by .£lins Ijnnpridius, in his ^ History 
of Diadnmenus," who came afterwards to the 
sovereign dignity of Ae empire. lUs super- 
stition was very prevalent in the primitive 
ages of the Church. St. Chrysostom inveighs 
i^;ainstit in several of his -homilies. He is 
particolarly severe against one Praetus,a cler- 
gyman, who, being desirous of being fortunate, 
bought 'such a C<»f of a midwife. (*) 

In France it is proverbial : '* 6tre n^ coiffSe ** 
is an ezpresRon (*) signifying that a person is 
extreme^ fortunate. This Oml, thought me> 
dical in diseases, is also esteemed an infallible 
preservative against drowning : and, under that 
idea, h frequently advertised for aale in our 
public poperi (^) and purchased by seamen. 
Midwives used to sell this membrane to ad- 
vocates, as an oroecial means of making them 
eloquent (*) They sold it also for magical 
uses. Grose says Aat a person possessed of 
a Caul may know the state of health of the 
party who was bon with it : if alive and well. 



it is firm and crisp : if dead or sick, relaxed 
and flaccid. (**) 

Sir Thomas Browne thus accounts for this 
phenomenon. ''To speak strictly," he says, 
*' the effect is natural, and thus to be con- 
ceived : the infant hatii three teguments, or 
membranaceous filmes, which cover it in the 
womb, t.tf.the Coriou, Amnios, and Allantois; 
tiie Corion is the outward membrane, wherein 
are implanted the veins, arteries, and umbili- 
cal venels, whereby its nourishment is con- 
veyed ; the Allantob, a thin coat seated under 
the Corion, wherein are received the watery 
separations conveyed by the Urachus, that the 
acrimony thereof should not offend the skin : 
the Amnios is a general investment, containing 
the sudorous, or thin serosity perspirable 
through the skin. Now about tiie time when 
the infant breaketh these coverings, it tome- 
time* carrUth with it, about the head, a part of 
the Amnio* or nearest coat : which, saith Spi- 
gelius, either proceedeth from the toughness 
of the membrane or weaknesse of the infant 
that cannot get clear thereof, and therefore 
herein significations are natural and conclud- 
ing upon the infant, but not to be extended 
unto magical signalities, or any other per- 
son." (7) 
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** aiyi Rnddiman in his 
Viigi V r. How, « the 



Mr « «4r How (i. e. holy or 



fortunate Cap or Hood), a film, or membrane, 
stretched over the heads of children new bom, 
which is nothing else but a part of that which 
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coven the fcetus in the womb ; and they give 
out that children so bom will be very fortu- 
nate." 

In the North of England, and in Scotland, 
a midwife is called a Howdy or Howdy Wife. I 
take Howdy to be a diminutive of How, and 
to be derived from this almost obsolete opinion 
of old women. I once heard an etymon of 
Howdy to the following effect : "How d'ye," 
— ^midwives being great gossipers. This is 
evidently of a piece with Swift's *' All Eggs 
imder the Grate.** 

(') '^ Quelques enfans viennent au monde 
avec une pellicule qui leur couvre le teste, 
que Ton appelle du nom de Coeffe, et que 
Pon croit estre une marque de bonheur. Ce 
qui a donne lieu au proverbe Francois, selon 
lequel on dit d'un homme heureux, qu^il est 
n6 coeffe. On a vii autrefois des avocats as- 
sez simples pour s*imaginer que cette Coeffe 
pouvoit beaucoup contribuer i les rendre elo- 
quents, pouvou qu'ils la portassent dans leur 
sein. 

'^Elius Lampridius en parle dans la vie 
d'Antonin Diadumene, mais se Phylactere 
estant si disproportionn^ a Teffet qu'on luy 
altribue, s'il le produisoit, ce ne pourroit estre 
que par le Ministere du Demon, qui voudroit 
bien faire de sa fausse eloquence £ ceuz qu'il 
co<$ffe de la sorte.'' Traits des Supersti- 
tions, &c., 12mo. Par. 1679, tom. i. p. 316. 

C) « II est n6 Coiffg. 

" Cela se dit d\in homme heureux, k qui 
tout rif, It qui les biens viennent en dormant, 
& sans les avoir merit^s : comme on Pexpri* 
ma il y a quelque temps dans ce joly Rondeau. 
*' Coiff6 d'un froc bien raffing 
£t rev^tu d'un Doyenn^, 
Qui luy raporte de quoy frire, 
Frere Rene devieiit Messire, 
Et vif comme un determine 
Un prelat riche & fortune 
Sous un bonnet enlumin6 
En est, si je Pose ainsi dire 
Coiff6. 

Ce n'est pas que fr^re Rene 
D'aucun m^rite soit om^, 
Qu'il soit docte, ou quil sacbe ^crire, 
Ni qu'il ait tant le mot pour rire, 
Mais c'est seulement, qu'il est i\k 
Coifie. 



*^ Outre les tuniques ordinaires qui enve> 
lopent TEnfant dans le ventre de sa mere, il 
s'en trouve quelquefois une, qui luy couvre la 
teste en forme de casque, ou de Qapuchon, si 
justement & si fortement, qu*en sortant il ne 
la pent rompre, & qu'il naist coiffe. Voyes 
Riolan, du Laurens, et les autres Anatomistes: 
on croit que les enfans qui naissent de la sorte 
sont heureux, & la superstition attribue IL 
cette Coifiure d'etranges vertus. Je dis, la 
superstition & credulite, non pas d'hi», ni 
d'aujourd'hui, mais des les temps des demiers 
Empereurs : cariElius Lampridius, en la vie 
d'Antonin, sumomm^ Diadumine, remarque, 
que cet Empereur, qui n^quit avec une bande, 
ou peau sur le front, en forme de diademe, & 
d'ou il prit son nom, joUit d'une perpetuelle 
felicity durant tout le cours de son regne, & 
de sa vie : et il ajofite, que les sages femmes 
vendoient bien cher cette coiffe aux avocats 
qui croyoient que la portant sur eux, ils ac- 
queroient une force de persuader, k laquelle, 
les juges & les auditeurs ne pouvoient resista*. 
Les sorciers mesmes, s'en servoient i diverses 
sortes de malefices, comme il se voit dans les 
Notes de Balsamon, sur les Conciles ; od il 
reporte divers canons, condamnans ceux qui 
se servoient de cela, soit i bonne, soit a mau- 
vaise fin. Voyes M. Saumaise, et, sur tout, 
Casaubon, en leurs Commentaires sur les 
Ecrivains de THistoire Auguste." 

(^) I copied the subsequent advertisement 
from the London " Morning Post," No. 2138, 
Saturday, Aug. 21st, 1779. << To the Gentle- 
men of the Navy, and others going long Voy- 
ages to Sea. To be disposed of, a Child's 
Caul. Enquire at the Bartlet Buildings 
Coffee House in Hoi bom. N. B. To avoid 
unnecessary trouble the price is Twenty Gui- 
neas." 

I read also an advertisement, similar to the 
above, in the " Daily Advertiser," in July 
1790. 

In the " Times " Newspaper for February 
20, IS 13, the following advertisement oc- 
curred : 

*' A Child's Caul to be sold, in the highest 
perfection. Enquire at No. 2, Church Street, 
Minories. To prevent trouble, price £12.'* 

And, in the same Newspaper for February 
27, 1813, two advertisements of Cauls to- 
gether. 
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. A Child*8 Canl to be sold. En-' 
«Io. 2, Greystoke Place, Fetter Lane." 
eitons going to Sea. A Child's Caul, 
!ct state, to be sold cheap. Apply at 
Street, Manchester Square, where it 



}) 



een. 

3, in his ''Moral Aphorisms from 
ic," 8yo. Lond. 1801, p. xii., gives 
iring: <'The Caul that enfolds the 
tie ppwerful guardian, like the seal- 
I monarch, for the attainment of the 
leaven, where, in the car of a bright 
ff it is crowned and revolved." 
note, he says, "The superstition of 
comes from the East ; there are several 
Arabic for it. It is not out of date 
jnong the people, and we often see 25 
;uineas advertised for one." 
unpridius, speaking of Diadumenus, 
Solent deinde pueri pileo insigniri 

quod obstetrices rapiunt et advocatit 
^endimt, siquidem causidici hoc ju- 
mtur: atiste puer pileum non habuit, 
ema tenue, sed ita forte ut rumpi non 

venis intercedentibus specii nervi 

»ouce observes on tliis : '' One is im- 
y struck with the affinity of the 
coif (*) to this practice of antiquity, 
gthen this opinion it may be added, 
ancient lawyers availed themselves of 
alar superstition, or fell into it them- 
f they gave great sums to win these 
I it not very natural to suppose that 
uld feel themselves inclined to wear 

homas Browne says, '' thus we read in 
fe of Antonius,' by Spartianus, that 
I are sometimes bom with this natural 
ich midwives were wont to sell to cre- 
lawyers, who held an opinion that it 
ited to their promotion." 
e " Athenian Oracle," vol. iii. p. 84, 

igdale. in his " Origines Judiciales," p. 112, 
In token or signe th&t all justices are thus 
i (t. e. Serjeants at law), every of them 
whilst he sitteth in the King's Court, toear- 
ite etnf of <t7A, which is the principal and 
lignment of habit, wherewith Serjeants at 
J^eir creation are decked; and neither the 
nor yet the serjeant, shall ever put off the 
o not in the King's presence, though he be 
irith his Majesties Hj^haess." 



we read : " Some would persuade us that such 
as are bom with Cauls about their heads are 
not subject to the miseries and calamities of 
humanity, as other persons — are to expect all 
good fortune, even so far as to become invul- 
nerable, provided they be always careful to 
carry it about them. Nay, if it should by 
chance be lost, or surreptitiously taken away, 
the benefit of it would be transferred to the 
party that found it." 

In Digby's " Elvira," act v., Don Zancho 
says: 

'< Were we not bom with Cauls upon our 
heads? 

Think'st thou, chicken, to come off twice 
arow 

Thus rarely from such dangerous adven- 
tures!" 

In Jonson*s " Alchymist," Face says : 

'< Yes and that 
Yo' were born with a Cawl o' your head." 

Melton, in his " Astrologaster," p. 45, men- 
tions this superstition : '* 22. That if a child 
be home with a Cawle on his head he shall 
be very fortunate." 

See also upon this subject Le Brun in his 
'< Superstitions Ancieunes & Modemes." 

(•) <<Guiauerius, cap. xxxvi. de ^gritud. 
Matr. speakes of a silly jealous fellowe, that 
seeing his child newborne included in a Kell, 
thought sure a Franciscan that used ,to come 
to his house was the father of it, it was so like 
a frier's Cowle, and thereupon threatened the 
frier to kill him." Burton's " Anat of Me- 
lancholy," 4to. Oxf. 1621, p. 688. 

(^) So Levinus Lemnius, in bis " Occult 
Miracles of Nature," tells us, lib. ii. cap. 8, 
that if this Caul be of a blackish colour it is 
an omen of ill fortune to the child, but if of 
a reddish one it betokens every thing that is 
good. He observes " There is an old opinion, 
not only prevalent amongst the common and 
ignorant people, but also amongst men of great 
note, and physicians also, how that children 
bom with a Caul over their faces are bom 
with an omen, or sign of good or bad luck : 
when as they know not that this is common 
to all, and that the child in the womb was 
defended by three membranes." English 
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I am of opinioD that the vulgar saying, 
'' Oh, you are a lucky man ; you were wrap- 
ped up in a part of your mother's tmocA," 
or^nated in this superttition. In the " Athe- 
nian Oracle/' vol. iii. p. 84, speaking of this 
Cawlf the authors say : " We believe no such 
correspondences betwixt the actims of human 
life and that shirt:' 

In a very rare woik in my possession, en- 
titled *< Mount Tabor, or Private Exercises 
of a Penitent Sinner,** published in 1639, in 
the 75th year of the author (R. WiUis, 
Esq^*.) (b) age, 12mo., he tells us, p. 89, 
^ Tner was one special remarkable thing con- 
cerning myself, who being my parents' first 
son, but tibeir second child (they having a 
daughter before me), when I came into the 
world, my head, face, and fcnreparts of the 
body were all covered over with a thin kell 
or skin, wrought like an artificial veile ; as 
also my eldest sonne, being likewise my se- 
cond childe, was borne with the like extraor- 
dinary covering: our midwives and gossips 
holding such children as come so veiled into 
the world, to be very fortunate (as they call 
it), there being not one childe amongst many 
hundreds that are so borne ; and this to fall 



(b) R. Willis, Esq., appears, by his own aoconnt 
<^ himself, to have been snocenively *' Secretary to 
the Lord Brooke, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
after that, to my much honoured Lord the Earl of 
Middlesex, and lastly to the most worthy my most 
noble Lord, the Lord Coventry, Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seale, in whose service I expect to end my 
dayes." p. 98. 



out in the same manner both to the father and 
the Sonne being much more rare,^* &c. He 
goes on to make religious reflections there- 
upon, which are foreign to our present purpose. 
He entitles this chapter, '' Concerning an ex- 
traordinary Veile which covered my Body at 
my comming into the World." This book is 
cited in Steevens's Shakspeaie, voL ii. p. 
137. 

In *' Advice to a Painter,'* a poem, printed 
for J. Davis, 1681, 4to. (no place), is the fol- 
lowing passage, canto ii. p. 2 : 

" barking bear-ward — 
Whom pray'e dont forget to paint with's 

staff, 

Just at this green bear's tail, 

Watching (as carefull neat-herds do their 

kine) 
Lest she should eat her nauseous secundine. 
Then draw a hawthorn bush, and let him 

place 
The heam upon't with faith that the next 

race 
May females prove" 

with this explanation at p. 13 : *' This al- 
ludes to a little piece of superstition which 
the country people use, carefully attending 
their calving cows, lest they should eat their 
after burthen, which they commonly throw 
' upon a hawthorn bush, with stedfast belief 
that they shall have a cow-calf the next year 
after." Heam is explained to mean ^ the 
same in beasts as the secundine or skin that 
the young is wrapped in." 



SNEEZING. 



Sneezing has been held ominous from 
times of the most remote antiquity. {}) Eu- 
stathiiu upon Homer has long ago observed, 
that sneezing to the left was unlucky, but 
prosperous to the right. 

Aristotle has a problem, "Why siieeziug 
from noon to midnight was good, but from 
night to noon unlucky." 

St. Austin tells us that *' the ancients were 
wont to go to bed again, if they sneezed while 
t&ejrput on their shoe. " 



The Rabbinical account of Sneezing it very 
singular. It is, that " Sneezing was a mortal 
sign even from the first man, until it was taken 
oil' by the special supplication of Jacob. From 
whence, as a thankful acknowledgment, Uiis 
salutation first began, and was after continued 
by the expression of Tobim Chaiim, or vita 
bona, by standers by, upon all occasions of 
sneezing." (*) 

The custom of blessing persons when tiiey 
sneeze has without doobt been derived to the 
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Chnitiaii world, (*}^wbera it generally pre- 
vsQiy from the times of heathenifm. (*) Ca- 
Tolus Sigonina, in his << Histcny of Italy/* 
voold deduce il^ but most eertainly errone- 
omiLjf from a potilence that happened in the 
time of GregOTy the Great, (*) that proved 
mortal to such as sneexed. 

Hie eastom has an older era. Apuleius 
mentions it three hundred 3reBn before; as 
does Pliny ('] also in his problem, '^ cur Ster- 
notantes salntantur." Petronius Arbiter too 
describes it. (7) Calius Rhodoginus has an 
example of it among the Greeks, in the time 
of Cyrus the youngs : (') and it occurs as 
an omen in the eighteenth Idyllium of 
Theocritus. (*) In the << Greek Anthology" 
it is alluded to in an Epigram. Q^) 



It is received at this day in the remotest 
parts of Africa. So we r«ul in Codignus, 
that, upon a sneeze of the Kmperor of Mono- 
motapha, there passed acclamations through 
the city. And as remarkable an example 
there is of the same custom in the remotest 
parts of the East, in the Travels of Pinto. 

Sir Thomas Browne supposes that the 
ground of this ancient custom was the opinion 
the ancients held of sternutation, (^*) which 
they generally conceived to be a good sign or 
a bad, and so upon this motion accordingly 
used a " Salve,'' or Ziv tf-tfrtv, as a gratulation 
from the one, and a deprecatioo from the 
other. 
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(1) ^ She spoke: Telemachus then sneez'd 

aloud; 
Constrain'd, his nostril echo'd through 

the ciowd. 
The smiling queen the happy omen 

blest; 
So may these impious fall, by fate op- 



Odyss. b. xviii. 

Xenophon having ended a speech to his 
soldiers with these words: viz. <<We have 
many reasons to hope for preservation ;'* they 
were scarce uttered when a soldier sneezed: 
the whole army took the omen, and at once 
paid adoration to the gods. Then Xenophon, 
resuming his discourse, proceeded : '* Since, 
my fellow-soldiers, at the mention of your 
preservation, Jupiter has sent this omen,"' &c. 
Cambri<^'s '' Scribleriad,'' b. iii. note on 
L199. 

In the Convivia of G. Pictorius, Basil, 
1554, p. 273, is the following curious passage 
relative to Kieesing: ** Cr, Sed nares mi hi 
pmriunt et stemutandum est. Ho. Age gra- 
tiaSy nam salva res est et bonum omen. Cr, 
Qui dum ? Ho. Quod uxorem tuam feliciter 
poritniam Stemutatio prsesagiat. Nam rei, 
cujns inter stemutandum mentio fit, bonum 



successum Stemutatio significat : maximd si 
ad Symposii fuerit initium, quoniam ad me« 
dium, dirum prsenuntiat. Homerus exemplo 
est, qui Telemacho stemutante malum precis 
Penelopes futurum ab Ulysse prsedixit; et 
Xenophon, qui dum stemutasset inter con- 
cionandum ad milites, totius Exercitus se 
futurum speravit Ducem et sic casus dedit. 
Sed Hyppi» quodstemutando dens excidisset, 
futurae Calamitatis augurium rati sunt. Oen. 
£t alias quoque steniutando habuerunt obser- 
vationes antiquitus. Nam si esset matutiiia 
stemutatio, uefauda ominari dicebant et rei 
incoeptandsB irritos Coiiatus. Sifvero meri- 
diaiia, potissimum a dextris, saluberrimi an- 
spicii & symbolum veritatis et prognosticum 
quandoque liberationis a metu insidiarum. 
Cr. Hiuc fortassis obrepit ut stemutanti salu- 
tem precamur. Oen. Sic Tiberium Caesarem 
statuisse fama est, qui stemutatioiiem sacram 
rem arbitratus est et dixit, salute optata, 
averti omne quod nefandum aut dirum im- 
mineat." 

In Hormanni Vulgaria we read : " Two or 
three Neses be holsom : one is a shrewd token. 
Bina aut terna Stemutatio salutaris solitaria 
vero gravis." 

Hommannusde Miraculis Mortuorum^ cap. 
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dziii., cites Scot, c. 57, for the following pas- 
sage on this subject : *' Si due Stomutationes 
fiantomni nocteab aliquo, & illud continuitur 
per tres noctes, signo est, quod aliquis vel 
aliqua de Domo morietur vel aliud damnum 
Domui continget vel maximum Lucrum." 

In Alexander Ross's Appendix to *' Arcana 
Microcosmi/* p. 222, we read : ** Prometlieus 
was the first that wisht well to the Sneezer, 
when the man, which he had made of clay, 
fell into a fit of sternutation, upon the ap- 
proach of that celestial fire which he stole 
from the sun. This gave original to that 
custome among the Gentiles in saluting the 
Sneezer. They used also to worship the 
head in sternutation, as being a divine part 
and seat of the senses and cogitation." 

(') Buxtorf. Lexicon Chsdd. 

When Themistocles sacrificed in his galley 
before the battle of Xerxes, and one of the 
assistants upon the right hand sneezed, Eu- 
phrantides, the soothsayer, presaged the vic- 
tory of the Greeks and the overthrow of the 
Persians. See Plutarch, in his " life of The- 
mistocles.** 

(*) " Stemutamenta inter Auguria Plinius 
(lib. ii. cap. 7) recenset: et cur illud pro 
Numine potiusquam Tussis et Gravedo ha- 
beatur, Aristoteles, sectione xxxiii. Proble- 
matum Quaest. 7, iiiquirit,' addens deinceps 
Stemutamentum potissimum observandum 
esse, cum rem aliquam exordimur; igitur 
quia inter omina habitum, ut Dii bone ver- 
terent, stemuenti salus ab audieutibus im- 
precata est, quomodo memorat Petronius de 
£umolpo, quod utertmtantem Gitona sakere 
jusurit : et quidam apud Apuleium, Meta- 
mor. 1. 9, sonum sternutationU accipiens, 
aolito termone salutem ei, a qud putabat pro- 
fectum imprecaturf & iterato rursum et fre- 
quentato ssepius. Traductus itaque sine dubio 
ab Ethnicis ad Christianos mos est; licet 
velint Historici recentiores, et eos inter Sigo- 
nius Historiarum de Regno Italiae libro primo, 
quod pestilenti^ anno quingentesimo nonage- 
sirao saevieute, cum sternutarent ; Consuetu- 
dinem inductam esse, ut steniutantibus salu- 
tem precando, praesidium multi repeitte spi- 
ritum emitterent, cum quaererent."' Bartholini 
de Causis contemptas a Dauis adhuc Geuti- 
libus Mortis, lib. iii. c. iii. p. 677. 



(*) This custom is universally observed in 
Portugal. It would be considered as a great 
breach of good manners to omit it. 

Bishop Hall, in his ^^ Cliaracters of Vertues 
and Vices,*' speaking of the superstitious 
man, says : " And when he neeseth, thinks 
them not his friends that uncover notS^ 

(») In the " Gent. Mag." for April, 1771, 
are the following remarks on Sneezing, from 
" Historical Extracts," transl. from the **New 
History of France," begun by Velley, con- 
tinued by Villaret, and now finishing by 
Gamier: 

" OfSruezing. 

*' The year 750 is commonly reckoned the 
era of the custom of saying God bless you, 
to one who happens to sneeze. It is said that, 
in the time of the pontificate of St. Gregory 
the Great, the air was filled with such a dele- 
terious influence, that they who sneezed im- 
mediately expired. On this the devout pontiff 
appointed a form of prayer, and a wish to be 
said to persons Sneezing, for avotiug them 
from the fatal effects of this malignancy. A 
fable contrived against all the rules of pro- 
bability, it being certain that this custom has 
from time inmiemorial subsisted in all parts 
of the known world. According to mythology, 
the first sign of life Prometheus's artificial 
man gave was by sternutation. This supposed 
creator is said to have stolen a portion of the 
solar rays; and filling with them a phial, 
which he had made on purpose, sealed it up 
hermetically. He instantly flies back to his 
favourite automaton, and opening the phial 
held it close to the statue ; the rays, still re- 
taining all their activity, insinuate themselves 
through the pores, and set the factitious man a 
sneezing. Prometheus, transported with the 
success of his machine, offers up a fervent 
prayer, with wishes for tlie preservation of so 
singular a being. His automaton observed 
him, remembering his ejaculations, was very 
careful, on the like occasions, to offer these 
wishes in behalf of his descendants, who per- 
petuated it from father to son in all their 
colonies. 

^' The Rabbi es, speaking of this custom, do 
likewise give it a very ancient date. They say 
tha^ not long after the Creation, God made a 
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general decree tiiat every man living should 
meexe but once, and that at the very instant 
of hia sneexing his sonl should depart with- 
out any previous indisposition. Jacob by no 
means lixed so precipitate a Way of leaving 
the world, as being desirous of settling his 
&mily affairs, and those of his conscience : he 
prostrated himself before the Lord, wrestled a 
second Ume with him, and earnestly entreated 
the &vour of being excepted from the decree. 
His prayer was heard, and he sneezed without 
dying. All the princes of the universe, being 
acquainted with the fact, unanimously or- 
dered that, for the future, sneezing should be 
accompanied with thanksgivings for the pre- 
servation, and wishes for the prolongation, of 
life. - We perceive, even in these fictions, the 
vestiges of tradition and history, which place 
the epocha of this civility long before that of 
Cliristianity. It was accounted very ancient 
fiven in the time of Aristotle, who, in his 
* Problems,* has endeavoured to account for 
it, but knew nothing of its origin. According 
to him, tiie first men, prepossessed with the 
highest ideas concerning the head, as the prin- 
cipal seat of the soul, that intelligent substeuce 
governing and animating the whole human 
system, carried their respect even to sternu- 
tation, as the most manifest and most sensible 
operation of the head. Hence those several 
forms of compliments used on similar occa- 
sions amongst Greeks and Romans: Long 
may you live! May ynu enjoy health ! Jupiter 
preserve you l"*^ 

The following notes on this subject were 
communicated by the Rev. Stephen Weston, 
B.D.,F.S.A.: 

'' Uifi »Xtii99trfMi irrei^fiu»S, De Omina- 
tione stemutaria. 

" Steniutationem pro Dsemonio habuit So- 
crates. Tif 9rT»^Mf hiv nytufAiSet, Aristot. in 
Problem. llvet^fMt U Ji$<«ly, Victoriae sig- 
num. Plutarch in Themist. ut supra; mide 
lepide Aristophanes in Equitibus 

Wxus* V. 635. 

** Stemutantibus apprecabantur antiqui^ so- 

lenne illud Ztu rS^oVf unde Epigr. Ammiani 

in hominem cum pravo naso, t. e. longissimo. 

— * When he sneezes he never cries God save, 

VOL. III. 



because his ear is so far from his nose that he 
cannot hear himself sneeze.* Vid. Rhodig. de 
Ammiano, 1. zvii. c. II. *Ouli >.iyu Ztv rmv, 
etc. (*) Aristot Problem, sect, xxxiii. 9. 

" MeridiansB Stemutationes faustss — matu- 
tinae infelices. Plin. 1. xxviii. c. 2, de Cans.. 
Stemut. 

Aureus argutum stemuit, omen Amor. — 

Propert. 2, 234. 
Odyss. Horn. (, v. 541. — /tiy t^rttfu — ^ubi 

vid. Schol. 
Catullus Epigr. 45. — Dextram stemuit ad 
probationem. 

" S. W." 

There are some superstitions relating to 
Sneezing mentioned in the notes to the vari- 
orum edition of *' Minutius Felix," p. 213. 
See also *^ Chevrseana,'* torn. i. p. 170, and 
Beloe*s ** Herodotus," vol. iii. p. 105. Pliny, 
in addition to what has been already quoted, 
says that to sneeze to the right was deemed 
fortunate, to the left and near a place of bu- 
rial the reverse. 

(') It is said that Tiberius, the emperor, 
otherwise a very sour man, would perform 
this rite most punctually to others, and expect 
the same from others to liimself. 

(7) Petronius Arbiter, who lived before 
them both, has these words, " Gy ton collec- 
tione spiritus pleuus, ter continud ita stemu- 
tavit ut grabatum concuteret, ad quern motum 
Eumolpus conversus, salvere Gytona jubet.'* 

{^) When consulting about their retreat, it 
chanced that one of them sneezed, at the noise 
whereof the rest of the soldiers called upon 
Jupiter Soter. 
\ The custom here noticed was found by our 
urst navigators in the remotest parts of Africa 
and the East. When the King of Mesopota- 
mia sneezes, acclamations are made in all 
parts of his dominions. The Siamese wish 
long life to persons sneezing : for they believe 
that one of the judges of Hell keeps a register 
wherein the duration of men's lives is written, 
and that, when he opens this register and looks 
upon any particular leaf, all those whose 
names happen to be entered in such leaf never 
fail to sneeze immediately. See the "Dictionn. 
des Origines.*' 

(«) See the e^Jgram at length, p. 66. 
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Haxiway» in his *' Travels into Persia," tells 
us that sneezing is held a happy omen among 
the Persians, especially when repeated often. 

There is a pretty story on this subject in 
^ Menagiana," tom. iii. ad finem. 

*' Un petit-maitre, apres mauvaise chance, 
Sortoit du jeu la tabati^re en main. 
Un gueux passoit, qui rient ^ lui soudaiti 
Lui demandant Taumdne avec instance. 
Des deux c6tez grande ^toit Tindigmce. 
II lie me reste, ami, dit le joueur 
Que du tabac. En vueux tu i Senriteur, 
R^pond le gueux, qui n^Stoit pas trop nice, 
Nut besoin n'ai d'etemuer, seigneur, 
Chacun me dit assez, Dieu vous b^nisse." 

Sir Thomas Browne, on the authority of 
HipiK)crate8, says that " Sneezing cures the 
hiccup, is profitable to parturient women, in 
lethargies, apoplexies^ catalepsies. It is bad 
and pernicious in diseases of the chest, in the 
beginning of catarrhs, in new and tender con- 
ceptions, for then it endangers abortion." 

(') 16. ** "OkJiM y£fM.fyf atyt^is ng irinrret^tv 

thus translated by Creech : 

<< O happy bridegroom! Thee a lucky 
sneeze 
To Spafta welcomM." 

So also in the seventh IdylHum, 1. 96 : 

^' The Loves sneesed on Smichid.*' 

(^®) Oif ^vvetrett rtf Xit^i IJ^kKos riif ftv 

Trig fnof yk^ ?;^ii r«» %(^« fAtJt^ori^nv, 
OvhX \iyu ZET 2n20N, ietf irrec^^. Ov 

yap otJtovu 
Tm pivof^ ^oXtf yk^ rns enctSis it^i^n, 

Antholog. Gr. ex recens. Brunckii. 
8vo. Lips. 1794, tom. iii. p. 95. 

Sneezing being properly a motion of the 
brain suddenly expelling through the nostrils 
what is offensive to it, it cannot but afford 
some evidence of its vigour, and therefore, 
saith Aristotle, they that hear it ^^offxvwfftv 
Mts noov, honour it as something sacred and a 
^j£n of sanity in the diviner part, and this he 
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illustrates from the practice of physicians, 
who in persons near death use sternutatories 
(medicines to provoke Sneezing), when if the 
faculty arise, and sternutation ensues, they 
conceive hopes of life and with gratulation 
receive the sign of safety. Thus far Sir 
Thomas Browne. 

(") He adds: ** Some finding, depending 
it, effects to ensue ; others ascribing hereto as 
a cause, what perhaps but casually or incon- 
nexedly succeeded ; they might proceed into 
forms of speeches, felicitating tlie good and 
deprecating the evil to follow." 

In Langley*s Abridgment of Polydore 
Vergil, fol. 130 b, it is said: « There was 
a plage whereby many as they neesed dyed 
sodeynly, wherof it grew into a custome 
that they that were present when any man 
neezed should say, * God helpe you.' A like 
deadly plage was sometyme in yawning, 
wherfore menne used to fence themselves 
with the signe of the Crosse : bothe whiche 
customes we reteyne styl at this day.*' 

To the inquiry ** Why people say ' God 
bless you,' when any one sneezes^'' the " Bri- 
tish Apollo," vol. ii. No. 10, (foLLond. 1709,) 
answers : *^ Violent Sneezing was once an epi- 
demical and mortal distemper, from whence 
the custom specified took its rise. In one of 
Martial's epigrams we find that the Romans 
had the same custom ; and not improbably 
derived from the same reason.*' 

The same work, vol. iii. No. 15, adds, 
'' But *tis a mistake to think that sneezing is 
any more a sign of recovery now than for- 
merly : for it is still sometimes a forerumier 
of dangerous distempers^ as catarrhs and epi- 
lepsies, which have likewise been sometimes 
epidemical. And this is the occasion of the 
custom of blessing people when they sneeze.*' 

Gaule, in his " Mag-astromancers posed 
and puzzeVd," p. 181, with various other vain 
observations and superstitious ominations 
thereupon, mentions " The Sneezing at meat.'* 

In Howel's " Proverbs,*' fol. Lond. 1659, 
the following occurs : 

'^ He hath sneezed thrice, turn him out of 
the hospital;" 

that is, he will now do well. You need keep 
him no longer as a patient, but may dis- 
charge him. 
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In -'^ The Roles of CiviK^ir," 13mo. Loud. 
1685, (trantlated from Ihe FVencb,) we read, 
p. 64, ** If 'his lordship cfaanees to sneeze, 
yon are not to hawl ont, < God bless you, 
sir/ hot, polling off your hat, 6ott; to- him 
ktuuUomefyy and make that ofasecFstion to 
yourself.*' 

In '* The-Schoole of Slwrenne; or Cato 
tom'd wrong side outward: translated out 
of Latine into Englnh Verse, to the use of all 
English Christendorae except Conrt and 
Cittie: hy R. F., Gent.'* 4to. Lond. V605, 
p. 6, is the following : 

** When yon would sneeze^ strait tume yoor- 

selfe unto your neibour's face : 
As for my part, wherein to sneeze, I know 

no fitter place ; 
It is an order, when you sneeze good me?t 

wUlprojfJ^. you : 
Marke him mat doth so, for I &inke he is 

. your friend most. true. 
And that yonr friend may know who 

sneezes, and may for you pray, 
Be sore yoo not forget to sneeze full in his 

Utce alway. 
But when thou hear'st another sneeze, 

although he be thy ikther, 
Say not God bleat himy but CkoaA up, or some 

such matter, rather.'^ 



The original of this ironical advice runs 
thus: 

" Stemutare volens vicino obvertito vultum : 
Quo potius vertos vix reor esse locum. 
Sf as habet ut quidam bene stemutautibus 
optent. 
Id tibi qui faciat forsan amicus erit. 
Quo sciat ergo suum te sternutasse sodolem, 

niius ad faciem sit tua versa velim. 
Tu tamen in simili causa bona nulla pre- 
ceris, 
Yel tua si graviter sternufet ipsa parens.'* 

The following are ibund in Roberti Keu- 
cheuii " Crepoudia," p. 113 : 

" Stemutamenfum, 

" Steruutameutum medici prodesse loquun- 
tur : 
Sfemo tamen meutem, critici sic esse lo- 
quuntur. 

Idem, 

Sim vitium, sim morbusve, Salus mihi suf- 

ficit: ana 
De nihili prgescribe pari medicamine : 

Prosit." 



DREAMS. 



Omi^ ut Aiof im. 



HOM. 



" Qmnia qua aensu volxrantnr vota diorno, 
Pectore sojdto reddit arnica Quies. 
Venator defeasa toro cum membra reponit, 
Mens tamen ad Silvas, et flua lustra redit. 
Jodieibiis litas, Anrign somnia eurrus, 

Vanaque noctumis meta cavetur equis. 
Me quoque 'Musarum stadium, sub nocte silent! 
Artibna assoetis-aolUeitare solet." 

Claodiani in Jib. iii. de JElaptu Proserpinae. 
PreiSit. 



Dreams, asthe Sacved Writings inform us, 
have on certain occasions been used as the 
divine medioms of rerelation. The consider- 
ation of them in this view is foreign to our 



*' Dreams are bat the nus'd 
Impressions of premeditated things, 
Our serious apprehension left upon 
Our minds, or else th' imaginary shapes 
Of objects proper to the complekion j^ 
Or disposition of our bodies." 

Cotgrave's English Treasury of Wit 
and Language, p. 263. 



present purpose. The reader, inquisitive on 
this head, may be referred to Amyraldus on 
" Divine Dreams," as translated by Ja. Lowde 
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our present desigOt may either come under 
the head of Omens or that of Divination. 
Homer has told us that the Dream'comes from 
Jupiter, and in all ages and every kingdom 
the idea that some knowledge of the future is 
to be derived from them has always com« 
posed a very striking article in the creed of 
popular superstitions. (}) 

Every Dream, according to Wolfius> takes 
its rise from some sensation, and is continued 
by the succession of phantasms in the mind. 
His reasons are, that, when we dream, we 
imagine something, or the mind produces 
phantasms; but no phantasms can arise in 
the mind without a previous sensation. Hence 
neither can a Dream arise without some pre- 
vious sensation. 

Here it may be stated, say Mr. Douce^s 
MS. notes, that, if our author meant a pre« 
vious sensation of the thing dreamt of, it is 
certainly not so. 

Lord Bacon observes that the interpretation 
of natural Dreams has been much laboured, 
but mixed with numerous extravagancies, and 
adds that at present it stands not upon its 
best foundation. It may be observed that in 
our days, except amongst the most ignorant 
and vulgar, tl)e whole imaginary structure 
has fallen to the ground. 



Physicians seem to be the only persons at 
present who interpret Dreams. Frightful 
Dreams are perhaps always indications of 
some violent oppression of nature. Hippo- 
crates has many curious observations on 
Dreams. Ennius of old has made that very 
sensible remark, that what men studied and 
pondered in the day-time, the same they 
dreamed on at night. I suppose there are few 
who cannot from their own experience assent 
to the truth of his observation. (*) 

Various are the popular superstitions, or at 
least the faint traces of them, that still are 
made use of to procure Dreams of divina- 
tion : such as fastmg St. Agnes' Fast ; (^) lay- 
ing a piece of the first cut of a cheese at a 
lying-m, called vulgarly in the North the 
groaning cheese,W under the pillow, to cause 
young persons to dream of their lovers; and 
putting a Bible in the like situation, with a 
sixpence clapped in the book of Ruth, (^) &c. 
Various also are the interpretations of Dreams 
given by old women, but of which the regard 
is insensibly wearing away. 



*) Seevol. i. p. 21. 
bS See p. 44. 
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Q^ A writer in the « Gent. Mag.' for Sept. 
1751, vol. xxi. p. 411, wittily observes that 
" Dreams have for many ages been esteemed 
as the noblest resources at a dead lift: the 
Dreams of Homer were held in such esteem 
that they were styled golden Dreams; and 
among the Grecians we find a whole country 
using no other way for information but going 
to sleep. The Oropians, and all the votaries 
of Amphiaraus, are proofs of this assertion, as 
may be seen in Pausan. Attic." 

Cornelius Agrippa, in his " Vanity of Sci- 
ences,*' p. 1.05, speaking of " Interpretation 
of Dreams," says, " To this delusion not a 
few great philosophers have given not a little 
crerlit, especially Democritus, Aristotle, and his 
/i/JIotrer, Themisfius; Sinesius, also, the Plato- 



nic ; so far building upon examples of Dreams, 
which some accident hath made to be true, 
that thence they endeavour to persuade men 
that there are no Dreams but what are real. 
But as to the causes of Dreams, both external 
and internal, they do not all agree in one 
judgment. For the Platonics reckon them 
among the s{)ecific and concrete notions of 
the soul. Avicen makes the cause of Dreams 
to be an ultimate intelligence moving the 
moon in the middle of that light with which 
the fancies of men are illuminate while they 
sleep. Aristotle refers the cause thereof to 
common sense, but placed in the fancy. Aver- 
roes places the cause in the imagination. De- 
mocritus ascribes it to little images or repre- 
sentatives separated from the things them- 



NOTES TO DREAMS. 



69 



; Alberttu, to the superior influences 

continually flow from the skie through 

specific mediums. The physicians 

e the cause thereof to vapours and hu- 

; others to the affections and cares pre- 

laut in persons when awake. Others 

he powers of the soul, celestial influ- 

and images together, all making hut 

.use. Artbemidorus and Daldianus have 

n of the mterpretation of Dreams ; and 

n books go about under Abraham's 

whom Philo, in his ' Book of the 

is and of Civil Life," asserts to have 

he first practiser thereof. Other treatises 

are, falsified under the names of David 

olomon, wherein are to be read nothing 

leer dreams concerning Dreams. But 

IS Cicero, in his * Book of Divination,* 

^ven sufficient reasons against the vanity 

>lly of those that give credit to Dreams, 

I purposely here omit.'' 

** Moresini Papatus," p. 162, we read, 

miandi modus Franciscanorum hinc 

originem. Antiqui moris fuit Oracula 

urorum prsescientiam quibusdam adhi- 

acris per insomnia dan : qui mos talis 

at Victimas caederent, mox sacrificio 

sub pellibus caesarum Ovium incu- 
I, somnia captarent, eaque lymphatica 
nia verissimos exitus sortiri. Alex, ab 
lib. iii. c. 26. EtMonachi super storea 
t in qua alius Frater ecstaticus fuerat 
atus, sacrificat missam, preces et jejunia 
?t, inde ut communiter fit de amoribus 
>mnia cousulit, redditque responsa pro 
-eutibus Spectris,'' &c. 

thuliuus de Causis coutemptse a Daiiis, 
[ortis, p. 678, says, '* Itaque Divina- 

1 ex Somniis apud omnes propemodum 
s expetitam fuisse certissimum, licet 
un magis prae aliis ei fuerint deditae. 
itrionales veteres sagaci somniorum in- 
tatione poUentes fuisse, Amgrimus an- 
t; in tantum sane eorum fuerunt ob> 
ites, ut pleraque quae sibi obversa- 
r, momentosa crediderint & perfectam 
D ab eis futurorum hauriendam cogni- 
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the same work, p. 677, " Pronunciante 
Ordericum Vitalem Gulielmo Rege 
Rufo, somnia stertentium sibi referri 

lante, quod Anglorum ritus fuerit, pro 



Stemutatione & Somnio Vetularum, dimittere 
iter suum, seu Negotium." 

Henry, in his " History of Great Britain,'' 
vol. iii. p. 575, tells us, " We find Peter of 
Blois, who was one of tlie most learned men 
of the age in which he flourished, writing au 
account of his Dreams to his friend the Bishop 
of Bath, and telling him how anxious he had 
been about the interpretation of them: and 
that he had employed for tliat purpose divi- 
nation by the Psalter. The English, it seems 
probable, had still more superstitious curi- 
osity, and paid greater attention to Dreams 
and omens, than the Normans; for when 
William Rufus was dissuaded from going 
abroad on the morning of that day on which 
he was killed, because the Abbot of Glouces- 
ter had dreamed something which portended 
danger, he is said to have made this reply : 
* Do you imagine that I am an Englishman, 
to be frighted by a Dream, or the sneezing of 
an old woman V " 

In the « Sapho and Phao" of Lilly, (the 
play-writer of the time of Queen Elizabeth,) 
4to. Lond. 1584, are some pleasant observa- 
tions on Dreams, act iv. sc. 3 : " And can 
there be no trueth in Dreams? Yea, Dreams 
have their trueth. Dreames are but dotings, 
which come either by things we see in the 
day, or meates that we eate, and so tlie com- 
mon sense preferring it to be the imaginative. 
I dreamed, ' says Ismena, ** mine eye-tooth 
was loose, and that I thrust it out with my 
tongue. It fortelleth," replies Mileta, " the 
losse of a friend; and I ever thought thee 
so ful of prattle, tliat thou wouldest thrust 
out the best friend with thy tatliug." 

Gaule, in his " Mag-astromancers posed 
and puzzel'd,*' p. 181, gives us, among many 
other vain observations and superstitious omi- 
nations thereupon — " the snorting in sleep,'* 
— ** the dreaming of gold, silver, eggs, gar- 
dens, weddings, dead men, dung,"&c. 

The following from Cicero will be thought 
to contain some pleasantry on the subject of 
Dreams : ** Cicero, among others, relates this: 
A certain man dreamed that there was an 
egg hid under his bed ; the soothsayer to 
whom he applied himself for the interpreta- 
tion of the l)ream told him tliat in the same 
place where he imagined to see the egg there 
was treasure hid ; whereupon he caused the 
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place to be digged up, and there accordiDgly 
he found silver, and in the midst of it a good 
quantity of gold, and, to give the interpreter 
some testimony of his acknowledgment, he 
brought him some pieces of the silver which 
he had found; but the soothsayer, hoping 
also to have some of the gold, said, And will 
yon not give me some of the yolk too?'* 
Lowde's Amyraldus on Divine Dreams, p. 22. 

Reginald Scot, in his " Discovery of Witch- 
craft,'' p. 102, informs us of «* The Art and 
Order to be used in digging for Money, re- 
vealed by Dreams/* " There must be made,*' 
says he, <' upon a haael wand three crosses, 
and certain words must be said over it, and 
hereunto must be added certain characters 
and barbarous names. And whilst the trea- 
sure is a digging, there must be read the 
psalms * De profundU^ &c., and then a cer- 
tain prayer; and if the time of digging be 
neglected, the Devil will carry all the trea- 
sure away.*' 

The knitting a true-love-knot to see the 
person one is to marry in a Dream has been 
already noticed from the *' Connoisseur." 
(See p. 69.) Some verses on the occasion, 
similar to those already quoted, are preserved 
in Aubrey's " Miscellanies,"' p. 137. 

Gregory, in his ** Posthuma, Episcopus 
Puerorum,*' p. 113, mentions a singular su- 
perstition : '* Some are so superstitiously given 
as upon the night of St. Gregories day to 
have their children asked the question in their 
sleep, whether they have anie minde to book 
or no : and if they saie Yes, they count it a 
very good presage ; but iff* the children answer 
nothing, or nothing to that purpose, they put 
them over to the plough." 

(«^ In the ** Gent. Mag." for Jan. 1799, 
vol. Ixix. p. 33, are some curious rhymes on 
the subject of Dreams, from the Harl. MS. 
641, fol. 228 b: 



« 



Upon my ryght syde y may leye, blessid 

Lady to the y prey 
Ffor the teres that ye lete, upon your swete 

Sonny 8 feete ; 
Sende me grace for to slepei and good 

Dremys for to mete ; 
Slepyng wakyng till morrowe day bee : 
Owre Lorde is the freute, our Ladye is the 

tree; 



Blessid be the blossom that sprange lady of 

the. 
In noie patris & 61ii & i^ s sancti. Amen.'* 

'* He that dreams he hath lost a tooth shall 
lose a friend (he has lost one), and he that 
dreams that a rib is taken out of his side shall 
ere long see the death of his wife." See 
Lowde's " Amyraldus," p. 22. 

Thus Shylock, in the "Merchant of Ve- 
nice," says : 

" There is some ill a brewing towards my rest. 
For I did dream of money-bags to-night." 

Bishop Hall, in his ^' Characters of Vertues 
and Vices," speaking of the superstitious man, 
observes : '< But, if his troubled fancie shall 
second his thoughts with theDreame of a faire 
garden, or greene rushes, or the salutation of 
a dead friend, he takes leave of the world, 
and sayes he cannot live." — " There is no 
Dream of his without an interpretation, with- 
out a prediction \ and, if the event answer not 
his exposition, he expponds it according to 
the event." 

In Sir Thomas Overbury's Character of a 
faire and happy Milkmaid is the following 
passage : *' Her Dreames are so chaste that she 
dare tell them : only a Fridaies Dream is all 
her superstition : that she conceales for feare 
of anger." 

Mdton, in his " Astrologaster," p. 45, No. 
13, says " That if a man be drowsie it is a 
sigue of ill lucke." 18." That, if a man dreame 
of egs or fire, he shall heare of anger." 19. 
*^ That to dreame of the Devil is good lucke." 
20. " That to dreame of gold is good lucke, but 
of silver ill." He observes in No. 33, in which 
he will find few of a different opinion, " that 
it is a very ill signe to be melancholy." 

In " The Country-mans Counsellor,'' l2mo. 
Lond. 1633, p. 330, by way of dialogue, I 
find the following to our purpose : 

** Q. What credit or certanityis there to be 
attributed \q Dreames, and which are held the 
most portendous and significant? — A, These, 
as they are observed by experience, and set 
dowrie by authors. To dreame of eagles fly- 
ing over our heads, to dreame of marriages, 
dancing, and banquetting, foretells some of 
our kinsfulkes are departed; to dreame of 
silver, if thou hast it given to thyselfe^ sorrow ; 



NOTES TO DREAMS. 



71 



of gold, g^ood fortune ; to lose an axle toth or 
an eye, the death of aome friend ; to dream 
of bloody teeth, the deadi of the Dreamer ; to 
weepe in sleepe, joy ; to see one's fiice in the 
water, or to see the dead, long life ; to handle 
lead, to see a hare, death ; to dream of chickens 
and birds, ill luck," &c. 

In the twelfth book of << A Thousand Nota- 
ble Things** are the following interpretations 
of Dreams : 

^* 28. If a woman dream she is kindling a 
fire, it denotes she will be delivered of a male 
child. To dream ?you see a stack of com 
bum^ signifia famine and mortality. If a 
sick person dreams of a river or fountain of 
clear water, it denotes a recovery. 

" 29. If a young man dreams he draws water 
out of a weu, it signifies he will be speedily 
married. To dream that he has a glass full 
of water given him, signifies marriage. 

<^ 30. To dream of seeing a bani well stored, 
signifies marriage of a rich wife. 

'^ 31. If a woman dreams of being delivered 
of a child, yet is not big, it is a sign she shall 
at length be happily brought to bed. If a 
maid dream the same Dream, it signifies ban- 
quet, joy, and succeeding nuptials. 

** 32. To dream of little rain and drops of 
water, is good for plowmen. 

^* 33. To dream of being touched with light- 
ning, to the unmarried signifies marriage ; but 
it breaks marriages made, and makes friends 
enemies. 

" 34. To dream of having or seeing the fore- 
head of a lion, betokens the getting of a male 
child. 

** 35. To dream of roasted swine's flesh, sig- 
nifies speedy profit. To dream of drinking 
sweet wine, betokens good success in law.*' 

Ibid, book vi. 11, we read : '* To dream that 
you go over a broken bridge, betokens fear ; 
to have your head cut off for a heinous offence, 
signifies tlie death of firieuds; to make clean 
the bauds betokens trouble ; to see hands filthy 
and foul, betokens loss and danger ; to feed 
lambs, signifies grief and pain; to take fiies, 
signifies wrong or injury. — Mizaldus." 

Ibid, book v. 33, it is stated that, "To 
dream that eagles fly over your head doth be- 
token evil fortune : to dream that you see 
your face in water, signifies long life ; to fol- 
low bees, betokens gain or profit ; to be mar- 
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ried, signifies that some of your kinsfolks is 
dead ; to dream that you worship God, signi- 
fies gladness ; to look in a glass, doth portend 
some issue, or a child ; to have oil poured upon 
you, signifies joy." Also, ibid. 6, "To see 
monks in one*s Dream, doth portend death or 
calamity ; to see fat oxen, l)etokens plenty of 
all things ; to lose an eye or a tooth, signifies 
the deadi of some friend, or of a kinsman, or 
some other evil luck ; to dream to be dumb, 
foreshews speedy gladness; to see oxen plow, 
betokens gain : to enter into waters, betokens 
evil. — Artemidorus.*' 

And,in the fourth book, we read : 46. << To 
kill serpents in your Dream, signifies victory ; 
to see sails of ships is evil ; to dream that all 
your teeth are bloody, it signifies the death of 
the Dreamer ; but that the teeth are drawn out, 
signifies the death of another ; that birds enter 
into a house, signifies loss ; to weep, betokens 
joy; to handle money, signifies anger; to see 
dead horses, signifies a lucky event of things. 
— Artemidorus." Ibid. 11, it is said: ''He 
that sleepeth in a sheep's skin shall see true 
Dreams, or dream of things that be true.*' 

In " A Strange Metamorphosis of Man trans- 
formed into a Wildernesse, Deciphered in 
Characters,'' l2mo. Lond. 1634, under No. 
37, " The Bay Tree," it is observed : " Nor is 
he altogether free from superstition ; for be will 
make you beleeve that, if you put his leaves 
but under your pillow, you shall be sure to 
have true Dreames." 

In the old play of " The Vow-Breaker, or 
the Fair Maid of Cliflon," 4to. Loud. 1636, 
act iii.sc. i., Ursula speaks : " I have heard you 
say that Dreames and A^sions were fabulous ; 
and yet one time I dreamt fowle water ran 
through the floore, and the next day the house 
was on fire. You us'd to say hobgoblins, 
fairies, and the like, werenothing but our owne 
affrightments, and yet o' my troth, cuz, I once 
dream'd of a young batchelour, and was ridd 
with a night-mare. But come, so my con- 
science be cleere, I never care how fowle my 
Dreames are." 

(') " 'Tis a custom among country girls to 
put the Bible under their pillows at nigh^ 
with sixpence clapt in the book of Ruth, in 
order to dream of the men destined to be their 
husbands." See " Poems by Nobody," 8vo. 
Lond. 1770, p. 199, note. 
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Stnitt, describing the mauners of the Eng- 
lish, ** Manners and Customs/" vol. iii. p. 
180, says : " Writing their name on a paper 
at twelve o'clock, burning the same, then care- 



fully gathering up the ashes, and laying thei 
close wrapped in a paper upon a looking-glas 
marked with a cross, under their pillows, tb 
should make them dream of their loves/' 



THE MOON. 



The Moon, the ancient object of idolatrous 
worship, has in late times composed an article 
jn the creed of popular Superstition. The an- 
cient Druids had their superstitious rites at 
the changes of the Moon. This planet, as Dr. 
Johnson tells us, has great influence in vulgar 
philosophy. In his memory, he observes, it 
was a precept annually given in one of the 
English Almanacs, to kill hogs when the 
Moon was increasing, and the bacon would 
prove the better in boiling.(^) 

The homedness of the New Moon is still 
faintly considered by .the vulgar as an omen 
with regard to the weather. They say, on that 
occasion, the New Moon looks 8harp.(*) 

Bailey tells us that the common people, in 
some counties of England, are accustomed at 
the prime of the Moon to say, "It is a fine 
Moon, God bless her ;*' which some imagine 
to proceed from a blind zeal, retained from 
the ancient Irish, who worshipped the Moon, 
or from a custom in Scotland (particularly 
in the Highlands), where the women make a 
curtesy to the New Moon ; and some English 
women still retain a touch of this Gentilism, 
who getting up upon, and sitting astride on, a 
gate or stile, the first night of the New Moon, 
say : 

'* All hail to the Moon, all hail to thee ! 
I prithee, good Moon, declare to me. 
This night, who my husband shall be.''(') 

The person, says Grose, must presently after 
go to bed, when they will dream of the person 
destined to be their future husband or wife. 
In Yorkshire they kneel on a ground-fast 
stone. 

Butler, in his '* Hudibras,'' part ii. canto 
iii. 1. 239, touches on the subject, of Lunar 
superstitions; speaking of his conjurer, ha 
tells us: 



" But with the Moon was more familiar 
Than e er was almanac well-wiUer ; 
Her secrets understood so clear, 
That some believ'd he had been there; 
Knew when she was in fittest mood 
For cutting corns {*) or lettuig blood ; 
When for anointing scabs or itches, 
Or to the bum (applying leeches ; 
When sows and bitches may be S{)ay*d9 
And in what sign best cider's made ; 
Whether tlie wane be, or increase, 
Best to set garlic or sow pease : 
Who first found out the Man i' th* Moon 
That to the ancients was unknown. 



He made an instrument to know^ 

If the Moon shine at full or no ; 

That would as soon as e'er she shoL 

straight 
Whether 'twere day or night demonstrate 
Tell what Iter dimeter fan inch is, 
And prove that she's not made of gre< 

cheese. 
It would demonstrate that the Man iu 
The Moon's (^) a sea Mediterranean, 
And that it is no dog nor bitch 
That stands behind him at his breech. 
But a huge Caspian Sea, or lake. 
With arms, which men for legs mistake ; 
How large a gulf his tail composes, 
And what a goodly bay his nose is ; 
How many German leagues by th' scale 
Cape Snout*s from Promontcnry Tail.' 



»f 



The Rev. Mr. 8baw. in his Aecoant 
Elgin and the Shire of If qpay (set tiie A 
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tend to cure hectics and otiier troubles by 
them.(*) Dr. Johnson, in his " Journey to 
the Western Islands,** tells us, they expect 
better crops of grain by sowing their seed in 
the Moon's increase. 

The ancients chiefly regarded the age of 
the Moon in felling their timber : their rule 



was to fell it in the wane, or four days after 
the New Moon, or sometimes in the last quar- 
ter. Pliny advises it to be in the very mo- 
ment of the change, which happening to be in; 
the last day of the winter solstice, the timber, 
he says, wUl be incorruptible. (7) 
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(^) I find the subsequent in <*The Husband- 
man's Practice or Prognostication for ever,^' 
8vo. Loud. 1664, p. 108 : «|^ill swine in or 
neer the full of tiie Moon, and flesh will the 
better prove in boiling." And, ibid. p. Ill, 
'* Kill fat swine for bacon (the better to keep 
their fat in boiling) about the full Moon." 
Also, ibid. p. 110, ** Shear sheep at the Moon's 
increase : fell hand timber from the full 'to 
the change. Fell frith, copice, and fuel at 
the first quarter. Lib or geld cattle, the Moon 
iu Aries, Sagittarius, or in Capricorn." 

The following is in '' Curiosities, or the Ca- 
binet of Nature," 12mo. Loud. 1637, p. 231: 
Q. *< Wherefore is it that we gather those fruits 
which we desire should be faultlesse in the 
wane of the Moone, and gueld cattle more 
safely in the wane than in the increase? — An, 
Because in that season bodies have lesse hu- 
mour and heate, by which an innated putre- 
faction is wont to make them faulty and un- 
sound." 

The subsequent very singular superstitions 
respecting the Moon may be found iu '* The 
Husbandman's Practice or Prognostication," 
above quoted, p. 110 : *' Good to purge with 
electuaries, the Moon in Cancer ; wi^ pills, 
the Moon in Pisces ; with potions, the Moon in 
Virgo. Good to take vomits, the Moon being 
in Taurus, Virgo, or the latter part of Sagitta^ 
rius; to purge the head by sneezing, the Moon 
being iu Cancer, Leo, or Virgo ; to stop fluxes 
said xlieumea, the Moofie being in Taurus, 
Viigo^ or Capricome; to bathe when the Moone 
IS in Cancer, Libra, Aquarius, or Pisces ; to 
eat llw hair off flie head or beard wlieu the 
it ib libBi, Siffittarius, Aquarius, or 
JMMkOlissnrationsof Husbandry : Set, 
imiiiA'SMl^ and plant, the Moone being 



in Taurus, Virgo, or in Capricorn, and all 
kind of come in Cancer ; grafl in March at 
the Moone's increase, she being in Taurus or 
Capricome." 

Among the preposterous inventions of fancy 
in ancient superstition occurs *' the Moon' 
Ca^f an inainmate shapeless mass, supposed 
by Pliny to be engendered of woman only. See 
his * Natural History,* b. x. c. 64." Reed's 
edit, of Shaksp. 1803, vol. iv. p. 88. 

" They forbidde us, when the Moone is in 
a fixed signe, to put on a newe garment ; why 
so? because it is lyke thatitwyll be too longe 
in wearing, a small fault about this towue^ 
where garments seldome last till they be payd 
for. But theyr meaning is, not that the garment 
shall continue long, in respect of any strength 
or goodnes in the stufie; but by the duraunce 
or disease of him, that bath neyther leysure 
nor liberty to weare it.'' Defensative against 
the Poyson of supposed Prophecies, by the 
Earl of Northampton, 4 to. Lond. 1583. 

In Tu8ser*8 " Five Hundred Points of Hus- 
bandry," under February, are the following- 
lines : 

** Sowe peason and beans in the wane of the 

Moone, 
Who soweth them sooner, he soweth too 

soone : 
That they, with the Planet, may rest and 

rise, 
And flourish with bearing, most plentiful 

wise." 

On which is the following note in " Tusser 
Redivivus,'* 8vo.Lond.l744,p.l6 : " Planetary 
influence, especially that of the Moon, has 
commonly very much attributed to it in rural 
a flairs, perhaps sometimes too much; how- 
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ever, it must be granted the Moon is an ex- 
cellent clock, and, if not the cause of many 
Burprisiug accideuts, gives a just indication of 
them, whereof this of peas and beans may be 
oue instance : for peas and beans, sown during 
the increase, do run more to havirm and straw, 
and, during the declension, more to cod, ac- 
cording to the common consent of countrymen. 
And I must own I have experienced it, but I 
will not aver it so that it is not liable to ex- 
ceptions.'' 

Werenfels, in his " Dissertation upon Super- 
stition*' (transl. 8vo. Lond.1718), p. 6, speaking 
of a superstitious man, says : *' He will not 
commit his seed to the eartli when the soil, but 
when the Moon, requires it. He will have his 
hair cut when the Moon is either in Leo, that 
his locks may stare like the lion's shag., or in 
Aries, that they may ciu-1 like a ram's horn. 
Whatever he would have to grow, he sets about 
it when she is in her increase ; but for what 
be would have made less, he chooses her wane. 
When the moon is in Taurus, he never can be 
persuaded to take phync, lest that animal, 
which chews its cud, should make him cast 
it up again. If at any time he has a mind 
to be admitted into the presence of a pxince, 
he will wait till the Moon is in cor^ unction 
with the sun ; for 'tis then the society of an 
inferior with a superior is salutary and suc- 
cessful." 

In the old play of *' The Witch of Edmon- 
ton,'' 4to. 1658, p. 14, young Banks observes: 
'* When the Moon's in the full, then wit s in 
the wane," 

" It is said that to the influence of the Moon 
is owing the increase and decrease of the mar- 
row and braui in animals; that she frets away 
stones, governs the cold and heat, the rain and 
wind. Did we make observations, we should 
find that the temperature of the air hath so 
little sympathy with the new or full Moon, 
that we may count as many months of dry as 
wet weather when the return of the Moon was 
wet, and contrariwise ; so true is it, that the 
changes of the weather are subject to no rule 
obvious to us. 'Twere easy to shew that the 
reason of the thing is directly against the po- 
pular opinion." Gent. Mag. for Sept. 1734, 
vol. iv. p. 489, from Bayle. 

(') In Dekker's "Match me in London," 
act i.^ the King says : <'My lord, doe you 



this change i' the Moone ? sharp luHmes doe 
threaten windy weather." 

Dr. Jamieson, in his ''Etymolog. Dic- 
tionary of the Scottish Language," v, Monb, 
says that in Scotland " it is considered as an 
almost infallible presage of bad weather if 
the Moon lies sair on her hack, or when her 
horns are pointed towards the zenith. It is 
a similar prognostic when the new Moon 
appears with the auld Moon in her arms, or, 
in other words, when that part of the Moon 
which is covered with the shadow of the earth 
is seen through it.(*) A brugh, or hazy circle 
round the Moon, is accounted a certain prog- 
nostic of rain.(^) If the circle be wide^ and 
at some distance from the body of that lumi- 
nary, it is believed that the rain will be de- 
layed for some time; if it be close, and as it 
were adhering to the disc of the Moon, rain is 
expected very soon." 

(') Aubrey, in his " Miscellanies," gives it 
thus: '* At the first appearance of the New 
Moon after New Year's Day (some say any 
other New Moon is as good), go out in the 
evening and stand over the spars of a gate or 
stile, looking on the Moon, and say, 

All hail to the Moon, all hail to thee ! 

I prithee, good Moon, reveal to me 

This night who my husband (wife) shall be. 

You must presently after go to bed. I knew 
two gentlewomen," says our credulous author, 
*' that did this when they were young maids, 
and they had dreams of those that married 
them." Misc. p. 138 : see also p. 187. 

Dr. Jamieson has quoted these words as 
used in Scotland, in a different form, from the 
Rev. J. Nichol's Poems, vol. i. pp. 31, 32 : 

(a) In the ballad of " Sir Patrick Spence" is th» 
following stanza : 

" Late, late yestreen, I saw the new Moone 
Wi' the auld Mwme m her arme ; 
And, I fair, I feir, my deir master, ' 
That we win come to harme." 

This popular aong b soppoaed to be of a date 
earlier than the reign of James the Third of Scot- 
land. See Heron's '* Joamey in SeotUnd," 8vo., 
Perth, 1799, vol. i. p. 84. 

(b) In •' Whimsies, or a New Ouk of Ghancten*" 
18mo. Lond. 1631. p. 17S^ spoaUnf of aXaati] 
the author savs: ^Atarrtrabovt tbt Mboiw 
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new Mood, I bail thee ! 
\nd gif I*m ere to marry man, 
mau to marry me, 
iCe tum'd thu way fasti ye can, 
t me my true love tee 

This blessed DigbtT' 

te adds : " As soon as you see the first 
o<»i of the new year, go to a place 
on can set your feet upon a stoue na* 
fixed in tbe eartb, and lean your back 
a tree ; and in that posture hail or ad- 
e Hoon in the words of the poem. If 
•u are to be married, you will then see 
arition exactly resembling the future 
of your joys and sorrows." 

le *' Secret Memoirs of the late Mr. 
u Campbell," 8vo. Lend. 1732, p. 62, 
L, in the chapter on Omens : " To see a 
oon the first time after her change on 
it hand, or directly before you, betokens 
Qost good fortune that month ; as to 
T on your left, or behind yon, so that 
ing your head back you happen to see 
eshews the worst : as also they say, to 
lOut gold in your pocket at {hat time 
!ry bad consequence." 
ir John SinclaiT*s " Statistical Account 
tland," Toh xii. 8vo. Edinb. 1791, p. 
le minister of Kirkmichael, under the 
tf Superstitions, &c., says " that fear 
iorance incident to a rude state have 
been productive of opinions, rites, and 
mces which enlightened reason dis- 
. Hut among the vulgar, who have not 
ortunity of cultivating this faculty, old 
ices, endeared to them by the creed of 
ncestors, will long continue to main- 
inr influencet It may therefore be 
imagined that this country has its due 
tion of that superstition which goierally 
Is over the Highlands. Unable to ac- 
for the cause, they consider the efiects 
as and seasms as certain and infallible. 
[oon in her increase, full growth, and 
wane, »e, with them, the emblems of a 
flovmshiog, and declining fortune. At 
it period of her revolution they carefully 
to engage in any business of importance ; 
» fint and middle they seize with avidity, 
iDg the most auspicious issue to their un- 
P<)or Martinus Scriblerus never 



more anxiously watched the blowing of the 
west wind to secure an heir to his genius, than 
the love-sick swain and his nymph fur the 
coming of the New Moon to be noosed toge- 
ther in matrimony. Should the planet happen 
to be at the height of her splendour when the 
ceremony is performed, their future life will 
be a scene of festivity, and all its paths strewed 
over with rose-buds of delight. But when her 
tapering homs are turned towards the nortii, 
passion becomes firost-bound, and seldom tliaws 
till the genial season again approaches. From 
the Moon they not only draw prognostications 
of the weather, but, according to their creed, 
also discover future events. There they are 
dimly portrayed, and ingenious illusion 
never fails in tiie explanation. The veneration 
paid to this planet, and the opinion of its in- 
fluences, are obvious from the meaning still 
affixed to some words of the Gaelic language. 
In Druidic Mythology, when the circle of 
the Moon was complete, fortune then promised 
to be the most propitious. Agreeably to this 
idea, ratky which signifies in Gaelic a wheel 
or circle, is transferred to signify fortune. 
They say *' ata rath atr,"^ he is fortunate. Tbe 
wane, whoi the circle is diminishing, and con- 
sequently unlucky, they call mi^rath. Of one 
that is unfortunate they say," a/a mi-i^th airJ"* 
In the same work, vol. i. 8\'o. Edinb. 1791, 
p. 47, the Minister of Portpatrick tells us : 
*' A cave in the neighbourhood of Dunskey 
ought also to be mentioned, on account of tiie 
great veneration in which it is held by the 
people. At the change of the Moon (which 
is still considered with superstitious reverence) 
it is usual to bring, even from a great distance, 
infirm persons, and particularly rickety child- 
ren, whom they suppose bewitched, to bathe 
in a stream which pours from the hill, and 
then dry them in the cave." 

Ibid. vol. vii. p. 560, parishes of Kirkwall 
and St. Ola, co. of Orkney, we read : " They 
do not marry but in the waxing of the Moon. 
They would think the meat spoiled, were they 
to kill the cattle when that luminary is want- 
ing." — '* On going to sea, they would reckon 
themselves in the most imminent danger, were 
they by accident to turn their boat in opposi- 
tion to the sun's course." 

Dr. Jamieson says : " This superstition, 
with respect to the fatal influence of a waning 
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Moon, seems to bave been general in Scotland. 
In Angus, it is believed that, if a child be put 
from the breast during the waning of the 
Moon, it will decay all the time that the 
Moon continues to wane/* 

'^ In Sweden great influence is ascribed to 
the Moon, not only as regulating the weather, 
but as influencing the affairs of human life in 
general." 

**The superstitions of our own country- 
men," he adds, *^and of the Swedes, on this 
bead, equally confirm the account given by 
CflBsar concerning the ancient Germans, the 
forefathers of both. * As it was the custom 
with them,' he says, 'that their matrons, by 
the use of lots and prophecies, should declare 
whether they should join in battle or not, they 
said that the Germans could not be victorious 
if they should engage before the New Moon.' 
Bell. Gall. 1. i. c. 50. They reckoned new 
or full Moon the most auspicious season for 
entering on any business. The Swedes do 
not carry this farther than they did. ' Coeunt,* 
says Tacitus, ' certis diebus, quum aut incho- 
atur Luna, aut impletur. Nam agendis rebus 
hoc auspicatissimum initium credunt.' *' 

I find the following in Du Chesne's ^' His- 
tory' of England," p. 18, where, speaking of 
the Irish, he says : *' Quand ils voyentla nou- 
velleLune, ils flechisseutles genoux etrecitent 
I'Oraison Dominicale, a la fin de laquelle 
ils disent a haute voix, adressant leur parole 
vers elle, * Laisse nous aussi sains que tu nous 
as trouvez.' " 

Vallancey, also, in his '^ Collectanea de 
Rebus Hibeniicis," No. xiii. p. 91,. says: 
** The vulgar Irish at this day retain an adora- 
tion to the New Moon, crossing tliemselves 
and saying, < May Ihou leave us as safe as 
thou hast found us.* " 

Park, ill his " Travels in the Interior of 
Africa," speaking of the Mandingoe Tribe of 
Indians, says : '^ On the first appearance of a 
New Moon they view it as newly created, and 
say a short prayer : this seems to be the only 
visible adoration those negroes who are not 
Mahometans offer to the Deity. This prayer 
is pronounced in a whisper, the person holding 
up his hands before his face ; at the conclu- 
sion they spit upon their hands, and rub them 
over their &ces. They think it very unlucky 
to begin a journey^ or any other work of con- 



sequence, in the last quarter of the Moon. 
An eclipse, whether of Sun or Moon, is sup- 
posed to be effected by witchcraft. The stars 
are very little regarded ; and the wbole study 
of astronomy they view as dealing in magic.*' 
'* If they are asked for what reason they pray 
to the New Moon, they answer, because their 
fathers did so before them." 

He tells us, in another place, " When the 
Mahometan Feast of Rhamadan was ended, 
the priests assembled to watcb for the appear- 
ance of the New Moon, but, the evening being 
cloudy, they were for some time disappointed ; 
on a sudden, this delightful object showed her 
sharp horns from behind a cloud, and was 
welcomed with the clapping of hands, beating 
of drums, firing of muskets, and other marks 
of rejoicing." 

(*) To an inquiry in the ** British Apollo," 
fol. Lond. 1710, No. x. : 

** Pray tell your querist if he may 
Rely on what the vulgar say, 
That, when the Moon's in her increase, 
j^ corns be cut thetfUgrmv apace; 
But if you always do take care, 
After the full your corns to pare. 
They do insensibly decay, 
And will in time wear quite away : 
If this be true, pray let me know. 
And give the reason why 'tis so : " 

It is answered : . • 

'< The Moon no more regards your corns 
Than cits do one another*s horns : 
Diversions better Phcebe knows 
Tlian to consider your gaird toes.*' 

M. Stevenson, in "The Twelve Moneths,*^ 
4to. Lond. 1661, p. 19, tells us that '* horses 
and mares must be put together in the increase 
of the Moone, for foales got in the wane are 
not accounted strong and healthfulL** 

In Thomas Lodge's <' Incarnate Divells," 
4to. Lond. 1596, p. 44, is the following notice 
of a curious Lunar superstition : " When the 
Moone appeareth in the spring time, tiie one 
home spotted, and hidden with a blacke and 
great cloud, from the first day of his apparition 
to the fourth day after, it is tome signe of 
tempests and troubles in the aire the sommer 
after.*' 

(') Man in tbs Moon. Ittis U one of tfa* 
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most ancient as well as one of die most popu- 
lar superstitions. It is supposed to have ori- 
ginate! in the account given in the Book of 
Numbers, xy. 32 et seq. of a man punished 
with death for gathering sticks on the Sab- 
bath-day. 

In Ritson's « Ancient Songs," 8vo. 1790, 
p. 34, we read : << The Man in the Moon is 
represented leaning upon a fork, on which he 
carries a bush of thium, because it was for 
'pycchynde stake' on a Sunday that he is 
reported to have been thus confined. In the 
' Midsummer Night's Dream,* Peter Quince, 
the carpenter, in arranging his dramatis per- 
sonsB for the play before the Duke, directs that 
* One must come in with a bush of thorns 
and a lantern, and say, he comes in to disfi- 
gure, or to present, the person of Moonshine,' 
which we afterwards find done. ' All that I 
have to say,* concludes the performer of this 
strange part, 'is, to tell you that the Lantern 
is the Moon ; I, the Man in the Moon ; this 
Thorn Bush, my Thom Bush ; and this Dog, 
my Dog.' And such a character appears to 
have been familiar to the old English stage. 
Vide also < Tempest,' act ii. sc. 2." 

The Man in the Moon is thus alluded to in 
the Second Part of Dekker's << Honest Whore," 
4to. Lond. 1630, Signat. D 2 : <* Thou art 
more than the Moone, for thou hast neither 
changing quarters, nor a man standing in thy 
circle with a bush of thomes.*' 

(*} In Bamabe Googe*s translation of 
Naogeorgus's <' Popish Kingdome," 4to. Lond. 
1570, fol. 44, we have the following lines con- 
cerning Moon superstitions : 

*' No vaine they pearse, nor enter in the bathes 

at any day, 
Nor pare dieir nayles, nor from their bed 

do cut the heare away ; 
They also put no childe to nurse, nor mend 

wiA doung their ground, 
Nor medicine do receyve to make iheir 

erased bodies sound, 
Nor any odier thing they do, but earnestly 

bdTore 
Thef marie the Moone how the U placed, and 

standedi evermore." 

Martin, in his '^ Descriplion of the Western 
I^laads of Seodand/' p. 1 74, speaking of Skie, 
mj%i **Vm natirei are rery much disposed 



to observe the influence of the Moon on human 
bodies, and for diat cause they never dig their 
peats but in the decrease; for they observe 
that, if they are cut in the increase, they con- 
tinue still moist and never bum clear, nor are 
they without smoak, but the contrary is daily 
observed of peats cut in the increase. They 
make up their earthen dykes in the decrease 
only, for such as are made at the increase are 
still observed to fall." 

(7) See the << Scottish Encyclopedia,'' v. 
Timber. Appendix. 

Melton, in his '< Astrologaster,*' p. 56, tells 
us that " St. Augustine in his < Enchiridion* 
sayth that it is a great offence for any man to 
observe the time and course of the Moone 
when they plant any trees or sowe any come ; 
for he sayth, none puts any trust in them but 
they that worriiip them: believing t)iere is 
some divine power in them, according to those 
things they believe concerning the nativities 
of men.** 



In Lloyd's '* Stratagems of Jerusalem," 4to. 
1602, p. 286, we read : "At any eclipse of the 
Moone the Romans would take their brazen 
pots and pannes and beate them, lifting up 
many torches and linckes lighted and fire- 
brandes into the aire, thinking by these super- 
stitious meanes to reclaime the Moone to her 
light. 

" So the Macedonians were as superstitious 
as the Romanes were at any eclipse of the 
Moone. Nothing terrified the Gentils more 
in their warres than the eclipse of the Sunne 
and the Moone." 

Ibid. p. 287 : " There was a lawe in Sparta 
that every ninth yeare the chief magistrates 
called Ephori would choose a bright night 
without Moone-light, in some open place, to 
behold the stanes, and if they had seene any 
star shoot or move from one place to another, 
straight these Ephori accused their kings that 
they offended the Gods, and thereby deposed 
them from their kingdome. So did Lysander 
depose King Leonidas.'* 

In <^ Annotations on Medea," &c., Englished 
by Edward Sherbuni, Esq., 8vo. Lond. 1648, 
p. 105, the author says : " Of the beating of 
kettles, basons, and other brazen vessells, used 
by the ancients when the Moone was ecli^d 
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(which they did to drowne the channes of 
witches, that the Moon might not heare them, 
and 80 be drawne from her spheare as they 
supposed), I shall not need to speake, being a 
thing so generally kuowne, a custom continued 
among the Turks at this day : yet I cannot 
but adde, and wonder at, what Joseph Scaliger, 
in his * Annotations upon Manilius,' reports 
out of Bonincontrius^ an ancient commentator 
upon the same poet ; who affirmes that, in a 
towne of Italy where he lived (within these 
two centuries of yeares), he saw the same peece 
of Paganisme acted upon the like occasion." 

In the '* General History of China," done 
from the French of P. Du Halde, 8vo. Loud. 
1736, vol. iii. p. 88, we are told, "The very 
moment the inhabitants perceive the Sun or 
Moon begin to be darkened, they fall on their 
knees and he&t the ground with their forehead; 
at the same time is heard a dreadful rattling 
f^ drums and kettle-drums throughout Pekin, 
according to the persuasion the Chinese for- 
merly had that by this noise they assisted the 
Sun or Moon, and prevented the coelestial 
Dragon from devouring such usefal planets. 
Though the learned, and people of quality. 



are quite free from this ancient error, and are 
persuaded that eclipses are owing to a natural 
cause, yet sucli a prevalence has custom over 
them, that they will not leave their ancient 
ceremonies : these ceremonies are practised in 
the same manner in all parts of the empire.** 
The subsequent passage is in Osborne's 
"Advice to his Son," 8vo. Oxford, 1656, p. 
79 : "The Irish or Welch, during eclipses, 
run about beating kettles and pans, thiuKiiig 
their clamour and vexations available to the 
assistance of the higher orbes.** 



From a passage. Dr. Jamieson says, in one 
of Duubar*s poems, it should appear to have 
been customary, in former times, to swear by 
the Moon ; 

^ Fra Symon saw it ferd upon this wjFse, 
He had g^t wounder; and metis iy the 

MBnty 
Freyr Robert has richt weil his devoir 

done.** 

Maitland*s Poems, p. 79. 
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I BANK this among omens, as it is an indi- 
cation of some future thing, which the persons 
to whom it is communicated get, as it were, 
by accident, and without their seeking for, as 
is always the case in divination. (^) Dr. 
Johnson, who, a few years before his death, 
visited the scene of the declining influ- 
ence of Second Sight, has superseded every 
otiier account of it l)y what he has left us on 
the subject. *'We should have had little 
claim/' says he, '* to the praise of curiosity, 
if we had not endeavoured with particular 
attention to examine the question of the Second 
Sight. Of an opinion received for centuries 
by a whole nation, and supposed to be con- 
firmed through its whole descent by a series of 
successive facts, it is desirable that the truth 
should be established, or the fallacy detected. 
The Second Sjght if an imprewion mftde 
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either by the mind upon the eye, or by the 
eye upon the mind, by which tilings distant 
or future are perceived and seen as if they 
were present. A man on a journey, far from 
home, falls from his horse;, another, who is 
perhaps at work about the house, ks» him 
bleeding on the ground, conunonly with a 
laodsci^ of the place where the accident be- 
falls him. Another seer, driving home his 
cattle, or wandering in idleness, or musing in 
the sunshine, is suddenly suxpcised by the 
appearance of a bridal ceremony, or funeral 
p'ocession, and counts the mourners or attend- 
ants, of whom, if he knows tbemi, he relates the 
names ; if he knows them not, he can describe 
the dresses. Things distant are seen at the in- 
stant when they happen. Of thiiwt future I 
know not tliat there is any mle for mermining 
^ jime between the fight and tbe erent. 
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"This receptive faculty, for power it cannot 
be called, is neither voluntary nor constant. 
The appearances have no dependence upon 
ehoice: they cannot be summoned, detained, 
or recalleil. The impre ssi on is sudden, and 
the effect often painful. By the term Second 
Sight seems to be meant a mode of seeing 
superadded to that which nature generally be- 
■tows. In the Erse it is called Taisch ; which 
signifies likewise a spectre or a vision.^) 1 
know not, nor is it likely'that the Highlanders 
ever examined, whether by Taisch, used for 
Second Sight, they mean the power of seeing 
or the thing seen. 

" I do not find it to be true, as It is reported, 
that to the Second Sight nothing is presented 
but phantoms of evil. Good seems to have 
the same proportion in those visionary scenes 
as it obtains in real life. 

•* That they should often see death is to be 
expected, because death is an event frequent 
and important. But they see likewise more 
pleasing incidents. A gentleman told me 
that, when he had once gone far from his own 
island, one of his labouring servants predicted 
his return, and described the livery of his at- 
tendant, which he had never worn at home ; 
and which had been, without any previous de- 
sign, occasionally given him. 

<^It is the common talk of the Lowland 
Scots, that the notion of the Second Sight is 
wearing away with other superstitions; and 
tliat its reality is no longer supposed but by 
the grossest people. How far its prevalence 
ever extended^ or what ground it has lost, I 
know not. The islanders of all degrees, whe- 
ther of rank or understanding, universally ad- 
mit i^ except the ministers, who univenally 
deny it, and are suspected to deny it in con- 
sequence of a system, against conviction. One 
of them honestly told me that he came to Sky . 
with a resolution not to believe it. 

*' Strong reasons for incredulity will readily 
occur. This faculty of seeing things out of 
sight is local, and commonly useless. It is a 
breach of the common order of things, with- 
out any visible reason or perceptible benefit. 
It is ascribed only to a people very little en- 
lightened; and among them, for the most 
part, to the mean and ignorant. 

" To the confidence of these objections it 
may be replied, that, by presuming to deter- 



mine wliat is fit and wliat is beneficial, they 
presuppose more knowledge of the universal 
system than man has attained, and therefore 
depend upon principles too complicated and 
extensive for our comprejiensioii; and that 
there can be no security in the consequence, 
when the premises are not miderstoou : that 
the Second Sight is only wonderful because it 
is rare, for, considered in itself, it involves no 
more difficulty than dreams, or perhaps than 
the regular exercises of the cogitative faculty : 
that a general opinion of communicative im- 
pulses, or visionary representations, has pre- 
vailed in all ages and all nations ; that parti- 
cular instances have l)een given, with such 
evidence as neither Bacon nor Boyle has been 
able to resist ; that sudden impressions, which 
^e event has verified, have been felt by more 
than own or publish them : that the Second 
Sight of the Hebrides implies only the local 
frequency of a power whicii is nowhere totally 
unknown ; and that, where we are unable to 
decide by antecedent reason, we must be con- 
tent to yield to the force of testimony. 

" By pretension to Second Sight, no profit 
was ever sought or gained. It is an involun- 
tary affection, in which neither hope nor fear 
are known to have any part. Those wlio pro- 
fess to feel it do not boast of it as a privilege, 
nor are considered by others as advantage- 
ously distinguished. They have no tempta- 
tion to feign, and their hearers have no motive 
to encourage the imposture. 

"To talk with any of these seers is not 
easy. There is one living in Sky, with whom 
we would have gladly conversed; but he was 
very gross and ignorant, and knew no English. 
The proportion in these countries of the poor 
to the rich is such, that, if we suppose the 
quality to be accidental, it can rarely happen 
to a man of education ; and yet on such men it 
has sometimes fallen. There is now a Second 
Sighted gentleman hi the Highlands, who com- 
plains of the terrors to which he is exposed. 

'' The foresight of the seers is not always 
prescience : they are impressed with images, 
of which the event only shows them the mean- 
ing. They tell what they have seen to others, 
who are at that time not more knowing than 
themselves, but may become at last very ade- 
quate witnesses by comparing tlie narrative 
with its verification. 
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** To collect sufficient testimonies for the 
satisfaction of the public or ourselves would 
have required more time than we could be- 
fftow. There is against it, the seeming ana- 
logy of things confusedly seen and little un- 
derstood; and for it, the indistinct cry of 
national persuasion, which may perhaps be 
resolved at last into prejudice and tradition.'^ 
He concludes with obsmring : '* I never could 
advance my curiosity to conviction ; but came 
away, at last, only willing to believe." 

This question of Second Sight has also been 



discussed by Dr. Beattie in his " Essays," 8vo. 
Edinb. 1776, pp. 480-2. 

In Macculloch's "• Western Islands of Scot- 
land,*' 8vo. Lond. 1819, vol. ii. p. 32, the 
author says, '* To have circumnavigated the 
Western Isles without even mentioning the 
Second Sight would be unpardonable. No 
inhabitant of St. Kilda pretended to have 
been forewarned of our arrival. In fact, it has 
undergone the fate of witchcraft ; ceasing to 
be believed, it has ceased to exist.*' 



NOTES TO SECOND SIGHT. 



(}) Jamieson (Etymolog. Diet. Supple- 
ment) defines Second Sight, a power believed 
to be possessed by not a tew in the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland, of foreseeing future 
events, especially of a disastrous kind, by 
means of a spectral exhibition, to their eyes, 
of the persons whom these events respect, ac- 
companied with such emblems as denote their 
fate. 

Jamieson says, *' Whether this power was 
communicated to the ^inhabitants of the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland by the 
northern nations, who so long had possession 
of the latter, I shall not pretend to determine; 
but traces of the same wonderful faculty may 
be found among the Scandinavians. Isl. 
rammtkygn, denotes one who is endowed with 
the power of seeing spirits : ' qui tali visu prae- 
ter naturam praeditus est, ut spiritus et dse- 
mones videat, opaca etiam visu penetret.* 
Verel. Ind. The designation is formed from 
ramm-t#r viribus pollens, and sAy^n videns; q. 
powerful in vision." 

(<) Rowlands, in his '* Mona Antiqua Res- 
taurata," p. 140, note, tells us: "The magic 
of the Druids, or one part of it, seems to have 
remained among the Britons even after their 
conversion to Christianity, and is called TaisA 
in Scotland ; which is a way of predicting by 
a sort of vision they call Second Sight : and 
I take it to be a relic of Druidism, particu- 
larly from a noted story related by Vopiscus, 
of the Emperor Diocletian^ whoy when a pri- 



vate soldier in Gallia, on his removing thence* 
reckoning with his hostess, who was a Druid 
woman, she told him he was too penurious, 
and did not bear in him the noble soul of a 
soldier ; on his reply that his pay was small, 
she, looking steadfastly on him, said that he 
needed not be so sparing of his money, for 
after he should kill a boar she confidently 
pronounced he would be Emperor of Rome, 
which he took as a compliment from her ; but, 
seeing her serious in her affirmation, the words 
she spoke stuck upon him, and was after 
much delighted in hunting and killing of 
boars, often saying, when he saw many made 
emperors and his OMm fortune not much mend- 
ing, I kill the boars, but 'tis others that eat 
the flesh. Yet it happen'd that, many years 
after, one Arrius Aper, father-in-law of the 
Emperor Numerianus, grasping for the empire, 
traitorously slew him, for which fact being 
apprehended by the soldiers and brought be- 
fore Diocletian, who being then become a 
prime commander in the army, they left the 
traytor to his disposal, who, asking his name, 
and being told that he was called Aper, i. e. a 
boar, without further pause he sheathed his 
sword in his bowels, saying, et hunc aprum 
cum ccBteris, i. e. < Even this boar also to the 
rest;* which done, the soldiers, commending 
it as a quick, extraordinary 'act of justice, 
without further deliberation saluted him by 
the name of emperor. I bring this story here 
in view, as not improper on this hint, nor un- 
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useful to be observed, because it gives fair 
evidence of the antiquity of the Second Sight, 
and withal shows that it descended from the 
ancient Druids, as being one part of the dia- 
bolical magic they are charged witli : and, 
upon their dispersion into the territories of 
Denmark and Swedeland, continued there in 
the most heathenish parts to this day, as is set 
forth in the story of the Lite Duncan Camp- 
bell." 

In the '' Ode on the Popular Superstitions 
of the Highlands of Scotland," by Collins, 1 
find the following lines on this subject : 

" How they, whose sight such dreary dreams 
engross, 
With their own vision oft astonish'd 
droop, 
When, o'er the wat'ry strath, or quaggy moss, 
They see the gliding ghosts unbodied 
troop. 

Or, if in sports, or on the festive green. 
Their destin'd glance some fated youth 
descry, 

Who now, perhaps, in lusty vigour seen. 
And rosy healtli, shall soon lamented die. 



To mouarchs dear, some hundred miles 
astray, 
Oft have they seen fate give the fatal 

blow ! 
The seer, in Sky, shriek'd as the blood 
did flow 
When headless Cliarlcs warm on the scaf- 
fold lay I '' P. 12. 

See on this subject some curious particulars 
in Aubrey's ** Miscellanies," p. 187, 

In Sir John Sinclair's *' Statistical Account 
of Scotland,'' vol. iii. 8vo. Edinb, 1792, p. 
SiSU, the minister of Applecross, in the county 
of Uoss, speaking of his parishioners, says : 
<' ff'iih them the belief of the Second Sight it 
general, and the power of an evil eye is com- 
monly credited : and though the faith in 
witchcraft be much enfeebled^ the virtue of 



abstracting tlie substance from one milk, and 
arlding to another, is rarely quest iune<'.'* 

Blay not the foUowiiig |)aMa;;e from Wal- 
dron*s ** Description of the Isle of Man" 
(Works, folio, p. 139) be referred to thui 
Second Sight f 

** Tlie itatives of the inland tell you tliat, 
before any person dies, the procession of the 
funeral is acted by a sort of beings, which for 
that end render themselves visible. I know 
several that have offered to make oath tliat, 
as they have been {Missing the road, one of 
these funerals lias come behind them, and 
even laid the bier on their shoulders, as though 
to assist the bearers. One ]K'r«on, who as- 
sured me he liad Iteeu sened so, told me tliat 
the flesh of his shoulder had been very much 
bruised, and was black for many weeks af^er. 
There are few or none of them who pretend 
not to have seen or heard these imaginary ob- 
sequies, (for I must not omit that they siii^ 
psalms in the same manner as those do who 
accompany the corpse of a dead friend,) which 
so little difl'er from real ones, that they arc not 
tj be known till botli cofhn and mourners are 
seen to vanish at tlie church doors. These 
they take to be a sort of friendly demons; 
and their busuiess, they say, is to warn people 
of what is to befall tlieni : accordltij^ly, tlicy 
give notice of any stranger's approach by the 
trampling of horses at the gate of the house 
where they are to arrive. 

*' As diflicult as 1 found it to bring myself to 
give any faith to this, I have fiequently l)een 
very much surprised, when, on visiting a 
friend, I have found the table ready s|)read, 
and everything in order to receive me, and 
beeu told by the person to whom 1 went that 
he had knowledge of my coming, or some 
other guest, by these good-natured intelli- 
gencers. Nay, when obliged to be absent 
some time from home, my own servants have 
assured mc they were informed by these 
means of my return, and ex}.ected me the 
very hour I came, though perha))6 it was some 
days before I hoped it myself at my going 
abroad. That this is fact 1 am positively 
convinced by many proofs." 
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SALT FALLING. THE SPILLING OF WINE. 



Salt falling towards a persoti was con- 
sidered formerly as a very unlucky omen. 
Something had either already happened to 
one of the family, or was shortly to befall the 
persons spilling it.(*) It denoted also the 
falling out of friends. 

Bishop Hall, in his " Characters of Vertues 
and Vices," 8vo. Lond. 1608, speaking of 
the superstitious man, says : ^' If the Salt fall 
towards him he looks pale and red, and is not 
quiet till one of the waiters have poured wine 
on his lappe." 

1 have been at table where, this accident 
happening, it has been thought to have been 
averted by throwing a little of the Salt that 
fell over the shoulder. 

Mr. Pennant, in bis " Joumev from Ches- 
ter to London," p. 31, tells us, «*^The dread of 
spilling Salt is a known superstition among 
us and the Germans, being reckoned a presage 
of some future calamity, and particularly that 
it foreboded domestic feuds; to avert which, 
it is customary to fling some Salt over the 
shoulder into Uie fire, in a manner ti-uly clas- 
sical : 

" Mollivit aversos Penates, 
Farre pio, saliente mica.'* 

Horat lib. iii. Od. 23. 

Both Greeks and Romans mixed Salt with 
their sacrificial cakes : in their lustrations also 
they made use of Salt and water, which gave 
rise in after-times to the superstition of holy 



watCT.(*) Stuckius, in his " Convivial Anti- 
quities,'* 17, tells us that the Muscovites 
thought that a prince could not show a greater 
mark of afiection than by sending to him Salt 
from his own table. 

Selden, in his notes on the " Polyolbion," 
Song xi., observes of Salt, that it " was used 
in all sacrifices by expresse command of the 
1rueGod,the Salt of the covenant in Holy 
Writ, the religion of the Salt, set first, and 
last taken away, as a symbole of perpetual 
friendship, that in Homer n«0-0-f V Akcg BtUt^, 
he sprinkled it with divine Salt, the title of 
etyviTfiff the cleanser, given it by Lycophron, 
— you shall see apparent and apt testimonie 
of its having had a most respected and divinely 
honoured name." 

It has been observed by Bailey, on the fall- 
ing of Salt,(^) that it proceeds from the an- 
cient opinion that Salt was incorruptible : it 
had therefore been made the symbol of friend- 
ship ; and if it fell, usually, the persons be- 
tween whom it happened thought their friend- 
ship would not be of long duration.(*) 

Reginald Scot, in his *• Discovery of Witch- 
craft," p. 95, observes that " to recount it good 
or bad luck when Salt or Wine falleth on the 
table, or is shed, is altogether vanity and su- 
perstition." See also Mason's " Anatomy of 
Sorcery," 4to. Lond. 1612, p. 90. Melton, 
in his *' Astrologajfter," p. 45, No. 27, observes 
that ** If the Beere fall next a man it is a 
signe of good luck."(*) 



NOTES to SALT FALLING, &c. 



(1) So Pet. Moliuaei, « Vates," p. 154 : *< Si 
Salinum in Mensa evertatur — ominosum est." 

Dr. Nathaniel Home, in his" Deemonologie," 
p. 58, enumerates among bad omens, *^ The 
Falling of Salt towards them at the table, or 
the Spilling of Wine on their clothes ;" say- 
ing also, p. 60, " How common is it for people 
to account it a signe of ill-luck to have the 



Salt-cellar to he overtwuetl, the Salt falling 
towards them .''* 

The subsequent quotations are from Ro- 
berti Keiichenii " Crepundia," 8vo. Amstel. 
1662, p. 215: 

'^ Salinum Everntm. 
*' Prodige, subverso casu leviore Salino, 

Si mal venturum coiijicis Omen : adest." 



NOTES TO SALT FALUNG, &c. 
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<^ Deliias insulae ; salem sapientia servat :^ 
Omen ab ingeino desipiente malum/* 

*'Jdem. 

*' Perde aDimam temulente, cades } sic augu- 
rorOmen; 
Non est in toto corpore mica Salis." 
(«) The same author, in his "Tour in 
Wales," tells us that " A tune called * Gosteg 
yr Halen, or the Prelude of the Salt,' was 
always played whenever the SaltH^Uar was 
placed before King Arthur's Knights at his 
Round Table/' 

(») Grose says, on this subject, <* To scatter 
Salt, by overturning the vessel iu which it is 
contained, is very unlucky, and portends quar- 
relling with a friend or fracture of a bone, 
sprain, or other bodily misfortune. Indeed 
tliis may in some measure be averted by throw- 
ing a small quantity of it over one's head. It 
is aluo unlucKy to help another person to Salt. 
To whom the ill-luck is to happen does not 
seem to be settled.** 

Gaule, in his ** Mag-astromancers posed and 
puzzel'd," p. 181, reckons among vain observ- 
ations and superstitious ominations thereupon, 
" the Spilling of the Wine, the Overturning 
of tlie Salt." He afterwards, in p. 320, tells 
us : " i have read it in an orthodox divine, 
that he knew a young gentleman who, by 
chance, spilling the Salt of the table, some 
that sate with him said merrily to him that it 
was an ill omen, and wish't him take heed to 
himselfe that ilay : of which the young man 
was so saperstitiously oedulons, that it would 
not go out of his mind ; and going abroad that 
day, got a wound, of which he died not long 
after." 

In Helton's <' Astrologaster,'' p. 45, this oc- 
curs in a '^ Catelogue of many Sajjerstitious 
Ceremoniet," No. 26, "That it is ill-lucke to 
have the Salt-sellar fall towards you." 

GaytiKi, iu his ^^ Art of Longevity," 4to. 
1660,p. 90, says: 

'' I have two friends of either sex, which do 
£at little Salt, or none, yet are friends too, 
Of both which persons I can truly tell, 
They are of patience most invincible, 
Whom out of temper no mischance at all 
Can pnt-HW, if toward* them the Salt should 
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In the " British Apollo," fol. Loud. 170S, 
vol. i. No. 21, it is said : 

** Wee'l tell you the reason 
Why Spilling of Salt 
Is esteem'd such a f.iult : 
Because it doth ev'ry thing season. 

Th* antiques did opine 
*Twas of friendship a sign, 

So serv'd it to guests in decorum ; 
And thought love decay'd 
When the negligent maid 

Let the Salt-cellar tumble before tliem." 

In "The Rules of Civility," 12mo. Lond. 
1685 (transl. from tlie French), p. 134, we 
read : " Some are so exact, they think it un- 
civil to help anybody that sits by them either 
with Salt or witli brains; but in my judgment 
that is but a ridiculous scruple, and, if your 
neighbour desires you to furnish him, you 
must either take out some with your knife, 
and lay it upon his plate, or, if they be more 
than one, present them with the Salt, that they 
may furnish themselves." 

(*) " Salt was equally used in the sacrifices 
botli by Jews and Pagans ; but the use of Salt 
in baptism was taken from the Gentile idolatrj', 
and not from the Jewish sacrifices. Salt, as 
an emblem of preservation, was ordered by the 
law of Moses to be strewed on all flesh that 
was offered in sacrifice. But among the Pa- 
gans it was not only made use of as an adjunct, 
or necessary concomitant of the sacrifice, but 
was offered itself as a propitiation. Thus iu 
the Ferialia, or Offerings to the Diis Manibus, 
when no animal was slain : 

" Parva petunt Manes, Pietas pro divite grata 
est 
Munere ; non avidos Styx habet una Deos ' 
Tegula porrectis satis est velata coronis, 
£St parcse fruges, parvaque mica Salis." 

<* Tlie Manes' rights expenses small supply, 
The richest sacrifice is piety. 
With vernal garlands a small Tile exalt, 
A little flour and little grain of Salt." 

That the flour and Salt were both designed 
as propitiatory ofl'erings to redeem them from 
the vengeance of the Stygian or infernal Gods, 
may be proved from a like custom in the 
Lemuria, another festival to the same DUa 
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MOTES TO SALT TAtUSG, ke. 



0mif wi^j ndf; mM wImsi ilai*}|f the person 

*' ll{«f Ut*ytUf ttuVimOf w^wtf meoiqfie i«>>if/' 

*' ilfKl tritli ftiew; Imuui I me «xk1 mine re* 
(iMrm« 



" ft U pUtttf ilmtsftftf, lliat ffie Salt in the 




i« lli^f tny tliiriff fitit into the child's mouth 
Ml \nnnii/* — Heward't Omfonnitjr between ! 
i'liifrry wid I'af(ani«m, p. A3. j 

ihiu. p« AO. w« reft4lf '* Tlien he, the priest, 
t%im:\itm MM it*]HiU the impure snirits from 
thft HnU, whinh •tumls hy him in a little silver 
liox t nnfly pii((tiiK a hit of if into tlie mouth of 
thu iwtmm to lie Imptixed, he says, 'lieceive 
the Hall of wisiloni, and may it Uo a propi- 
llaHon to (hre for rU'rnul life/ " 

liy i\w foUowinic extract from Dokker's 
** llntirsf Whorr/* 4to. Lond. 1035, the taking 
i)f llrrnd un<l Halt seems to have lieen used as 
M AiUn of nn (Nith or strong ossoveratiou : 

« H( mia 13. 

<• Ih Imikt Ihfiul ami Stttt hy this light, that 
li(t would 
AVt<«r ofi^H hit A';iff.** (It is also said) 
*' llo diinuird liimsolf to hvl, jf A* tptak OH*i 

Of till* (mth of Ilreoil and Salt, see <* Dlaok- 
vrood** Kdiuliurgh Mugaaiue/* vol. i. p. 236, 

WtihlroUi in his " Description of the Isle of 
Mttu'* O^^wks fol. p. IH7), says : »» No^wrstm 
wlU |^> out on Auy umtrriul alluir without 
(ukiuK vv^t^tt* ^l( ^^* ^^><**f )HK*kvts, much less 
touu)V«» thuu one housi* to ani»thertmarry« jHit 
\i\\\ M vhUd» «Mr take i^ie to nurse« without Salt 
iHMnjt mutiMiUy intcrcluuigt^l ; u«v, tho'apuor 
V4«N^t\ui* l»e aluuMit fWu)i«)Hnl hi tlie streets, he 
will iK't avHHij|4 any IVhhI y\m will give him, 
indies you ioiu IS^alt tu the tvst of your beiie« 
\ \dvu\*i/* The reason as»^(tH^l by the iMtirvs 
Hit tiua w Hh^ ridieuloui to be tfausi^r ibed« i^t. 
lU»tt«««AUit d^vfn by a |Ml«ttm of the disso- 
KJUwi rf •>! JjiilimN^ ytteMimlbe islamic 

iflMWH aC Set^Oanil. * 
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of Kilkaro, conDtr of Stirling, we read : *^Sii- 
pentitioD yet eooHoaes to operate so strongly 
on some people^ that diey pot a small qoaii- 
titr t^ Salt hjto the first milk of a cowr, after 
coirii^, that is given any person to drink. 
This is done with a view to prevent skaith 
(barm; if it should happen tfiat tbe person is 
not eamnyj" 

Camden, in his ''Ancient and Modem Han- 
ners of the Irish," says : " In tbe town when 
any enter npon a pablic office, women in the 
streets, and girls from die windows, sprinkle 
them and their attendants with wheat and Salt. 
And before the seed is put into the ground, 
the mistress of the family sends Salt into the 
field." Gough*s Camden, fol. 1789, vol. 
iii. p. 650. See also ''Memorable Things 
noted in the Description of the World," p. 
lU. 

Willsford, in his " Nature's Secrets,*' p. 139, 
tells us : " Salt extracted out of the earth, 
water, or any mineral, hath these |iroperties to 
foreshew the weather; for, if well kept, in 
fair weather it will be dry, and apt to dissolve 
against wet into its proper element ; on boards 
that it hath lain upon, and got into the pores 
of the wood, it will be dry in fair and serene 
weather, but when the air inclines to wet it 
will dissolve ; and that you shall see by the 
board venting his brackish tears; and salt'^ 
sellers will have a dew hang upon them ; and 
those made of mettal look dim against rainy 
weather.'* 

Pork, in his '* Travels in the Interior of 
Africa/* tells us : '* It would appear strange 
to an European to see a child suck a piece of 
rock Salt as if it were sugar : this is frequent 
in Africa ; but the poorer sort of inhabitants 
are so rarely indulged with this precious arti- 
cle, that to siiy, * A mau eats Salt witb his 
victuals,* is to say he is o rkk mom.** 

In tlie order for tbe bouse at Denton, by 
Tho. Ix>rd Fairfax, among Croft's *« Kxcerpta 
Antiqua,'* p. 32, 1 find, '* For the chamber let 
the best fashioned aitd a]>purell*d servants 
mtttmi tthoct /iW Suit, the rest Mmt,^" 

(*") ** The Lydians, IVrs^nns^ and Thracians, 
e»teemenotj(Oothsayingby bird«, huthy piMrnity 
^ hmt u\\n\ the gr\»un«l« upon their doathes, 
with certaiue superstttunis p»ter9 to their 
gvnls that their wamrs siio<dd have good sue- 
cease.** — Uovd's StratHMcas of J<rasalcni» 
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SHOE OMENS. 



Thb casual patting the left Shoe on the right 
foot, or the right on the left, was thought an- 
ciently to he tiie forerunner of some unlucky 
accident. Scot, in his *' Discovery of Witch- 
craft,'* tells us : ''He that receiveth a mis- 
chance will consider whetiier he put not on 
his shirt the wrong side outwards, or his left 
Shoe on hb right foot'* 

Thus Butler, in his '' Hudibras i" 

*' Augustus, having b* oversight 
Put on his left Shoe Yore his right. 
Had like to have been slain that day 
By soldiers mutin'yng for pay." 

The authority of Pliny is cited in a note.(') 
Similar to this, says Grose, is putting on one 
stocking with the wrong side outward, with- 
out design ; though changing it alters the luck. 
A great deal of learning might be adduced 
on the subject of Shoe Superstitions.(') For 
die ancient religious use of the Shoe, see 
Stuckius*8 " Convivial Antiquities,'* p. 228. 



It is accounted lucky by the vulgar to throw 
an old Shoe after a person when they wi;>h him 
to succeed in what he is going about. There 
was an old ceremony in Ireland of electing a 
person to any office by throwing an old Shoe 
over his head.(') 

Shenstone, the pastoral poet, somewhere in 
his works asks the following question : " May 
not the custom of scraping when we bow be 
derived from the ancient custom of throwing 
die Shoes backwards off the feet V and in all 
probability it may be answered in the affirma- 
tive. 

In Gayton's '' Festivous Notes upon Don 
Quixote,'* p. 104, is the following passage, 
which will be thought much to our purpose : 
** An incantation upon the horse, for want of 
nailing his old Shoes at the door of his house 
when he came forth ; or because, nor the old 
woman, nor the barber, nor his niec^ nor the 
curate, designed him the securitjf of an old 
Shooe after him,*\*) 



NOTES TO SHOE OMENS. 



C) The following is in St. Foix, » Essais 
»ur Paris,*' tom. v. p. 145 : " Auguste, cet Em- 
pereur qui gouvema avec tant de sagesse, & 
dont le r^^e fut si florissant, restoit immobile 
& constem^ lorsqu*il lui arrivoit par ra^garde 
de mettre le Soulier droit au pied gauche, et 
le Soulier gauche au pied droit'* 

(*) The following curious passage occurs 
in BynsBus on the l^oes of the Hebrews, lib. 
ii. : '* Solea sive Calceo aliquem csedere olim 
contemptus atque contumelise rem fuisse ha- 
bitam quod varia Scriptorum veterum loca 
ostendunt.** " Over Edom will I cast out my 
Shoe,** p. 353. As does the subsequent, p. 
358 : " Apud Arabes calceum sibi detractum 
in alium jacere, servanda fidei signum et 
pignus esse certissimum.** So is the following 
to our purpose, ibid, p. 360 : '' An Mos iste 
obtinuerit apud Hebrsos veteres, ut Reges, 



cum Urbem aliquem obsiderent, calceum in 
eam projicerent, in signum pertinacis propositi 
non solvendae Obsidionis, priusquam Uros sit 
re<1acta in potestatem, omnino non liquet. De 
Chirothecaquoque nonmemini me quicquant 
legisse." 

Ibid. lib. i. p. 179, I read the following : 
" Balduinus observat veteres, cum calcea* 
menta pedibus inducerent, eaque pressius ad- 
stringerent, si quando corrigiam contingeret 
effringi, malum Omen credidisse, adeo ut 
suscepta negotia desererent, uti disertd testa tur 
Cicero iti Divinatione, ubi sic ait : * Quae sL 
suscipiaraus, pedis offensio nobis et abruptio 
corrigise et stemutamenta erunt observanda,' 
&c., atque illud Omen veteres portendere 
credidisse, rem susceptam baud fehctter pro- 
gressuram aut sinistro aliquo casu impedien* 
dam.** 
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NOTES TO SHOE OMENS. 



Ijeo Modena, tpeakiiig of the cattofms of the 
prefleiit Jews, tells us that "Some of tfaem ob^ 
•enre, in dressing themselTes in the morDing, 
to put ou the right stocking and right Shoe 
first, without tying it; then aAerward to put 
on the left, and so to return to the right ; that 
•o they may begin and end with the right 
fide, which they account to be tlie most for- 
tonate." Tnosl. by Chilmeul, 8vo. Load. 
1650, p. 17. 

Gaule, in his '' Mag-astromancen poeed 
and puzsel'd," p. 181, does not leave out, 
among vain observations and superstitious 
ominatioDs thereupon, the ''putting on the 
hose unevef 1, or a crosse, and the Shooe upon the 
wrong foot ;^'' **the band standing awry;'* 
*' the going abroad without the girdle on ;** and 
"/Atf bursting of the Shoe-lachtt:* 

In Pet Molinsi'' Vates," p. 218, we read : 
''8i corrigiaCalceifractaest— ominotumest.'* 

James Mason, Master of Artes, in *' The 
Anatomie of Sorcerie,'* 4to. Lond. 1612, p. 
00, speaking of " vaine and frivolous devices, 
of wnich sort we have an infinite number also 
wed amongst us," enumorates '' foredeeming 
of evill ludce, hjf pulling on the Shooe awrg,'" 

(«) See the "Idol of the Clownes," p. 19. In 
Sir John Sinclair's " Statistical Account of Scot- 
land," vol. X. 8vo. P]dinb. 1794, p. 543, parish 
of Compbelton, in Argylcshire, the following 
curious anecdote occurs : " We read of a king 
of the Isle of Man sending his Shoes to his 
Majesty of Dublin, requiring him to carry 
them before his 2)eople on a high festival, or 
expect his vengeance.'' This good Dublinian 
king discovers a spirit of humanity and wis- 
dom rarely found in better times. His sub- 
jects urged him not to submit to the indignity 
of bearing the Maiiksman's shoes. "I had 
rather.'* said he, "not only bear but eat them, 
tlian (hat one province of Ireland sliould bear 
the desolation of war.** 

Grose, citing Ben Jonson saying " Would 
I had Kemp's shoes to throw after you,*' ob- 
serves, perhap Kemp was a man remarkable 
for his good tuck or fortune : tlirowing an old 



Shoe or Shoes after any one going on an im- 
portant business is by the vulgar deemed 
lucky. See instances of this in Reed's Old 
Flays, vol. xii. p. 434. 

(*) So in the " Workes of John Heywoode, 
newlie imprinted,** &c.,4to. LoDd.1598, signat. 
C, I read: 

\ ^ And home agayne hitherward quicke as a 
bee, 
Sow, for good btnAe, caM em oUe Shooe after 
meer 

I find the following in "The Raven's Al- 
manacke,*' 6. /. (no dsUe) : " But at his shut- 
ting in of shop could have bene content to 
have had all his neighbours have throwne his 
olde Shooes after him when bee went home, in 
signe of good lucke.*' 

In Ben Jonson's masque of "The Gypsies," 
4to. Lond. 1640, p. 64, we find this supo^ti- 
tion mentioned : 

3 Gypiie. " Hurle after an old Shoe, 

I'le be merry what ere I doe,** &c. 

See Beaumont and Fletcher's "Honest 
Man's Fortune,** p. 3979. See also "The 
Wild Goose Chace,** p. 1648: 

In the " Statistical Account of Scotland," 
vol. xiv. p. 641, parish of Forglen, in the 
county of Banfi^, we read : " The superstition 
of former times is now much worn out. 
There remains, however, still a little. There 
are happg and unhappy feet. Thus, they 
wish bridegrooms and brides a happy foot ; 
and to prevent any bad effect, they salute 
those they meet on the road with a kiss. It 
is hard, however, if any misfortune happens 
when you are passing, that you shoula be 
blamed, when neither you nor your feet ever 
thought of the matter. The tongue too must 
be guarded, even when it commends : it had 
more need, one would think, when it discom- 
mends. Thus, to prevent what is called fore- 
sneaking, they say of a person, God save 
them : of a beast. Luck sair it,*' 
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LOOKING-GLASS OMENS 



To break a Looking-Glass is accouuted a 
very unlucky accident. Should it be a va- 
luable one tiiis is literally true, which is not 
always the case in similar superstitions. Mir- 
rors were formerly used by magicians in their 
superstitious and diabolical operations; (^) 
and there was an ancient kind of divination 
by the Looking-Glaas : (*) hence, it should 
seem, has been derived the present popular 
notion. 

When a Looking-Glass is broken, it is an 
omen that the party to whom it belongs will 
lose his best friend. See the Greek Scholia 
on the'' Nubes" of Aristophanes, p. 169. Grose 



tells us that " Breaking a Looking>Glass be- 
tokens a mortality in the family, commonly 
the master.'* 

In the '^Memoires de Constant, premier 
Valet de Chambre de TEmpereur, sur la Vie 
priv6e de Napoleon," &c., Paris, 1830, 
Buonaparte's superstition respecting the Look- 
ing-Glass is partioularly mentioned : *' Dur- 
ing one of his campaigns in Italy he broke 
the Glass over Josepnine's portrait. He never 
rested till the return of the courier he forth- 
with despatched to assure himself of her safety, 
so strong was the impression of her death upon 
his mind.'* 



NOTES TO LOOKING-GLASS OMENS. 



(*) See p. 31. " Some magicians (being 
curious to find out by the help of a Looking- 
Glasse, or a glasse viall full of water, a thiefe 
that lies hidden) make choyce of young 
maides, or boyes unpolluted, to discerne 
therein those images or sights which a person 
defiled cannot see. Bodin, in the third book 
of his ' Dsemonomachia,* chap. 3, reporteth 
that in his time tfa«re was at Thoulouse a 
certain Portugais, who shewed within a boy's 
naile things that were hidden. And he add- 
eth that God had expressely forbidden that 
none should worship the stone of imagination. 
His opinion is that this stone of imagination 
or adoration (for so ezpoundeth he the first 
verse of ^e 26th chapter of Leviticus, where 
he speaketh of the idoU, the graven imi^e, 
and the painted stone) was smooth and cleore 
as a Looking-Glasse, wherein they saw cer- 
taine images or sights, of which they enquired 
after the things hidden. In our time con- 
jurers use christall, calling the divination 
chrystallomanlia, or onychomantia, in the 
which, after tbey fhave rubbed one of the 
nayles of their fingers, or a piece of chrystall, 
they utter I know not what word^ and they 
call a boy that is pure and no way corrupted, 



to see therein that which they require, as the 
same Bodin doth also make mention.** Molle*s 
«* Living librarie," &c., fol. 1621, p. 2. 

In a list of superstitious practices preserved 
in '* The Life and Character of Harvey the 
famous Conjurer of Dublin,'* 8vo. Dublin, 
1728, p. 58, with " Fortune-telling, dreams, 
visions, palmestry, physiognomy, omens, 
casting nativities, casting urine, drawing 
images," there occur also " Mirroirs." 

(*) The following occurs in Delrio," Dis- 
quisit. Magic.** lib. iv. chap. 2, quiest. 7, 
sect. 3, p. 594 : '^ Genus Divinationis Ca- 
toptromauticum : quo Augures in splendenti 
Cuspide, velut in Crystallo vel Ungue, 
futura inspiciebant." So, also, ibid. p. 576 : 
*' K»roirr^0/jMrrtm, qu8B rerum quaesitarum 
figuras in Speculit exhibet politia: in nsu 
fuit D. Juliano Imper. (Spartianus in Ju- 
liano.)'* Consult also Pausanias, Coelius Rho- 
doginus, and Potter's " Greek Antiquities,*' 
vol. i. p. 350, Potter says : " When divina- 
tion by water was performed with a Looking- 
Glass it was called Catoptromanctf : some- 
times they dipped a Looking-Glass into the 
water, when they desired to know what would 
become of a sick person : for as he looked 
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TINGLING OF THE EARS, &c. 



well or ill in the glass, accordingly they pre- 
sumed of )iis future condition. Sometimes, 
also, Glasses were used, and the images of 
what should liappen, without water. Mr. 
Douce's manuscript notes add that ''wash- 
ing hands in the same water is said to forebode 
a quarrel." 

Willsford, in his "Nature's Secrets," p. 
138, tells us : ** Mettals in general, against 
much wet or rainy weather, will seem to have 
a dew hang upon them, and be much apter to 
sully or foul any thing that is rubbed with 
the mctlal ; as you may see in pewfer dishes 
against rain, as if they did sweat, leaving a 
smutch upon the table cl oaths : with this 



Pliny concludes as a sign of tempests ap- 
proaching. 

" Stones against rain will have a dew hang 
upon them; but the sweating of stones is 
from several causes, and, sometimes, are signs 
of much drought. Glasses of all sorts will 
have a dew upon them in moist weather : 
Glasse windows will also shew a frost, by 
turning the air that touches them into water, 
and then congealing of it." 

In the " TEXNOrAMIA, or Marriage of the 
Arts," by Barton Holiday, 4to. Lond. 1630, 
sign. M 4 b. is the following : <* I have often 
heard them say 'tis ill luck to tee one's face 
in a Glasse hy candU-light** 



TINGLING OF THE EARS. ITCHING OF THE RIGHT 

EYE. NECK. SIDE. 



In Shakspeare's "Much Ado about No- 
thing,'* Beatrice says : " What fire is in mine 
Ears'." which Warburton explains as al- 
luding to a proverbial saying of the common 
people, that their Ears bum when others are 
talking of tlicm. On which Reed observes 
that the opinion from whence this proverbial 
saying is derived is of great antiquity, being 
thus mentioned by Pliny : " Moreover is not 
this an opinion generally received, that when 
our Ears do glow and tingle some there be that 
in our absence doe talkc of usV" — Philemon 
Holland's Translation, b. xxviii. p. 297 ; 
and Browne's " Vulgar Errors." Sir Thomas 
Browne says: "When our Cheek bums, or 
Ear tingles, we usually say somebody is 
talking of us, a conceit of great antiquity, 
and ranked among superstitious opinions by 
Pliny. He supposes it to have proceeded 
from the notion of a signifying genius, or 
universal Mercury, that con(iucted sounds to 
their distant subjects, and taught to hear by 
touch." (») 

Gaule, in his " Mag-astromancers posed 
and puzzel'd," p. 181, has not omitted, m his 
list of " Vain ObservatioDi and Superstitious 
Ominatloiis thereupoUi** the tingling of tlie 



Ear, the itching of the Eye, the glowing of the 
Cheek, the bleeding of the Nose, the stam- 
mering in the beginning of a speech, the 
being over-merry on a sudden, and to be 
given to sighing, and to know no cause why.*^ 

Dr. Nathaniel Home, in his " Dsemonolo- 
gie,or the Character of the crying Evils of the 
present Times," Svo. Lond« 1650, p. 61, tells 
us, "If their Eares tingle, they say it is a signe 
they have some enemies abroad, that doe or 
are about to speake evill of them : so, if their 
right Eye itcheth, then it betokens joyfull 
laughter: and so, from the itching of the 
Nose and Elbow, and severall afiectings of 
severall f>arts, they make severall predictions 
too silly to be mentioned, though regarded by 
them." 

In the third Idy Ilium of Theocritus, the 
itching of the right Eye occurs as a lucky 
omen: 

A\ktreu 6(pfietXfAos fAtv o ^t^tos' af» y tir,9ii 

Aureiv ; 
thus translated by Creech, 1. 37 : 
" My right Eye itches now, and shall I see 

My love ?" (*) 

Mr. Douce's MS. notes preserve the fol- 
lowing superstition on measuring the Neck, 
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extracted from <* Le Yoyageur it Paris," 
tom. iii. p. 223 : " Les anciennes nourrices, 
quand Tusage etoit de leur laisser les filles 
josq*i ce qu*on les donn&t a un mari, per- 
saadoieut £ ces credules adulescentes que la 
grosseur du Cou etoit de moyen d*apprecier 
leur continence; et pour cela elles le misu- 
roient chaque matin. Retenue par une telle 
epreuve, la fille sage dQt tirer vanity de la 
mesure ; de Ik Tiisage des colliers." 

In Petri Molinsi ** Vates," p. 218, we read : 
" Si cui riget Collum, aut Cervicis vertebrae 
sunt obtort», prtesignificatio est futuri sus- 
pendii.*' (■) 

To rise on the right Side is accounted 



lucky ; see Beaumpnt and Fletcher's " Wo- 
men Pleased/' at the end of act i. So, in the 
old play of " What you will ;" " You rise on 
yottr right side to-day, marry.** Marston's 
Works, 8vo. 1633, signat. R. b. And again, 
in " The Dumb Knight," by Lewis Machin, 
4to. 1633, act iv. sc. 1, Alphonso says : 

" Sure I said my prayers, mVc/ on my right 

»idej 
Wash'd hands and eyes, put on my girdle 

last; 
Sure I met no splea-footed baker. 
No hare did cross me, nor no bearded 

witch, 
Nor other ominous sign.** 



NOTES TO TINGLING OF THE EARS, &c. 



Q') Pliny's words are ; " Absentes tinnitu 
Avurium praesentire sermones de se receptum 
est.'* 

In Petri Molinset "Yates,*' p. 218, we 
read : " Si cui Aures tinniun^ indicium est 
alibi de eo sermones hen,** 

1 find the following on this in Delno, 
" Disquisit^Magic.** p.473: "Quidam sonitum 
spontaneum auris dextrae vel sinistrsB obser^ 
Tant, at li bsec tintinet, inimicum, si ilia, 
amicum, nostri putent memoriam turn reco- 
leie; de quo Arislsenetus in Epist. amatoria: 

nomie auris tibi resonabat quando tui lachry- 
mans recordabar : et alicui hue pertinere vi- 
deatiir illud Lesbyse Yatis a Yeronensi con- 
versum, 

" Souitus suopte tintinant aures. 
<' Quod illadixerat fiafidtvf tvT et»o» t/not : et 
apertius iticertus quidam, sed antiquus, (inter 
Catalect. Yirg.) 

^ Garrula quid totis resonas mihi noctibus 
Auris 
Nescio quem dicis nunc meminisse mei." 

The subsequent occurs in Roberti Keuche- 
nii " Crepundia," p. 113 : 

" Aurium tinnitus. 
" Laudor, et adverso, sonat Auris, Iffidor ab 
Ore : 
Dextra bono tinnit murmure, laeva malo. 



Non moror hoc, sed inoffensum tamen arceo 
vulgus : 
Cur? scio, me fam^ nolle loquente 
loqui." 

The following is in Herrick's "Hesperides," 
p. 391 : 

" On himse/fe. 

« One Eare tingles ; some there be 
That are snarling now at me ; 
Be they those that Homer bit, 
I will give them thanks for it." 

Mr. Douce*s MS. notes say: *' Right 
Lug, left Lug, whilk Lug lows?" If the left 
Ear, they talk harm; if the right, good. 
Scottish. J. M. D. 

Werenfels, in his " Dissertation upon Su- 
perstition," p. 6, speaking of a superstitious 
man, says : " When his right Ear tingles, he 
will be chearful; but, if his left, he will be 

sad.*' 

(<) In Molinaei " Yates," we read, «Si 
palpebra exiliit, ominosum est,*' p. 218. 

In "The Shepherd's Starre," &c., 4to. 
1591, a paraphrase upon the third of the 
" Canticles" of Theocritus, dialoguewise, 
Corydon says : " But my right eie watreth ; 
'tis a signe of somewhat : do I see her yet ?" 

(8) It is said, ibid., " Si Seri-ulus sub Cen- 
tone crepnif-^-ovainosvLXDi est. 
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OMBNS RELATING TO THE CHEEK, &c. 



In the old play called ''The Game at 
CheflBe,"^ 4to. p. 32^ we read : 
<' A sudden fear inradesme, a faint trembling 

Under this Omen, 

As is oil felt, the panting of a turtle 

Under a stroaking hand/* 



Antwer, 

«< That beads good lucke sfill. 
Signe you shall change state speedily, for 

that trembling 
Is alwayes the first symptom of a bride." 



OMENS relating to the CHEEK, NOSE, AND MOUTH. 



Melton, in his " Astrologaster," p. 45, No. 
7, observes, that " when the left Cheek bumes, 
it is a signe somebody talks well of you ; but 
if the right Cheek bumes, it is a sign of i//."(^) 

Itching of the NosE. I have frequently 
beard this symptom interpreted into the ex- 
pectation of seeing a stranger. So in Dek- 
Ker's ** Honest Whore," Bellefront says : 

— " We shall ha guests \o day, 
I'll lay my little maidenhead, my JVose 
itcheth «o." 

Reed's Old Plays, vol. iii. p. 281. 

The reply made by her servant Roger fur- 
ther informs us that the biting of fleas was a 
token of the same kind. In Melton's ** Astro* 
logaster," p. 45, No. 31, it is observed that, 
" when a man^s Nose itcheth^ it is a signe he 
shall drink wine;" and 32, that, *^if your Lips 
itch, you shall kisse somebody." (*) 

The Nose falling a blading appears by the 
following passage to have been a sign of love : 

" Did my Nose ever bleed taken I was in your 
company f and, poor wench, just as she spake 
this, to shew her true heart^ her Nose fell a 
ble^ing." Boulster Lectures, 12mo. Lond. 
1640, p. 130. 

Launcelot, in Shakspeare's ** Merchant of 
Venice," says, "It was not for nothing that 
my Nose fell a bleeding," &c.; on which 
Steevens observes tliat, from a passage in 
Lodge's " Rosalynde," 1592, it appears that 



some superstitious belief was annexed to the 
accident of bleeding at the Nose : " As he 
stood gazing, his Nose on a sudden bled, which 
made him conjecture it was some friend of 
his," To which Reed adds : ** Again, in tlie 
* Duchess of Malfy,' 1640, act i. sc. 2 : 

* How superstitiously we mind our eviU ! 
The throwing down salt, or crossing of a 

hare, 
Bleeding at Nose, the stumbling of a horse. 
Or singing of a creket, are of power 
To daunt whole man in us.* 

Again, act i. sc. 3 : ' My Nose bleeds." One 
that was superstitious would count this omi- 
nous, when it merely comes by chance." (*) 

Melton's " Astrologaster," p. 45, observes, 
''8. That when a man's Nose bleeds but a 
drop or two, that it is a sign of ill lucke." 
*< 9. That when a man's Nose bleeds one drop, 
and at the left nostril, it is a sign of good 
lucke, but, on the right, ill." 

Grose says a drop of blood from the Nose 
commonly foretells death, or a very severe 
fit of sickness; three drops are still more omi- 
nous. (*) Burton, in his " Anatomy of Melan- 
choly," edit. 4to. 1621, p. 214, says that '* to 
bleed three drops at the Nose is em ill omen." 

If, says Grose, in eating, you miss your 
Mouth, and the victuals fall, it is very un- 
lucky, and denotes approaching sickness. 



91 



NOTES TO OMENS RELATING TO THE CHEEK, NOSE, AND MOUTH. 



(^ Grose says that, when a person^s Cheek 
or Elar bums, it is a sign that some one is 
then talking of him or her. If it is the right 
Cheek or Ear, the discourse is to their advan- 
tage : if the left, to their disadvantage. When 
the right Eye itches, the party affected will 
shortly cry; if the left, they will laugh. 

In Ravenscroft*8 " Canterbury Guests, or a 
Bargain Broken," 4to. p. 20, we read : 

*'That you should diink to deceive me! 
Why, all the while I was last in your com- 
pany, my heart beat all on that side you 
stood, and my Cheek next you burnt and 
glow'd." 

(*) Poor Robin, in his Almanac for 1695, 
thus satirizes some very indelicate super- 
stitions of his time in blowing the Nose: 
** They who, blowing their Nose, in the taking 
away of tl^ir handkercher look stedfastly 
upon it, and pry into it, as if some pearls had 
drop^d from them, and ^at they would safely 
lay them up for fear of loosing : 

These men are fools, although the name 

they hate. 
Each of them a child at man's estate.'* 

The same writer ridicules the following in- 
delicate fooleries then in use, which must 
surely have been either of Dutch or Flemish 
extraction: **They who, when they make 



water, go streaking the walls with their urine, 
as if they were framing some antic figures, 
or making some curious delineations ; or shall 
piss in ilie dust, making I know not what 
s<»ttering angles and circles ; or some chink 
in a wall, or little hole in tbe ground — to be 
brought in, after two or three admonitions, as 
incurable fools.'* 

(•) In Bodenham's " Belvedere, or Garden 
of the Muses," 8vo. Lond. 1600, p. 147, on 
the subject of " Feare, Doubt," &c., be gives 
the following simile from some one of our old 
poets : 

'* As suddaine bleeding argues ill ensuing, 
So suddaine ceasing is fell feares renewing." 

(*) I found the following in Roberti Keu- 
chenii " Crepundia," p. 214 : 

" Tret atilUc tangtiinetB, 
*' Cur nova stillantes designant funere Guttae, 
Fatidicumque trias Sanguinis omen ba« 
bet? 
Faroe superstitio : numero Deus impare 
gaudet, 
Et Numero gaudens impare vivit homo." 

" That your Nose may never bleed only 
three drops at a time,'' is found among the 
omens deprecated in Holiday's " TEXNOFA- 
MIA, or tbe Marriage of the Arts," a co- 
medy, 4to. Lond. 1636, signat. E b. 



HEAD OMENS. 



Gaole, in his '* Mag-astromancers posed 
and puzrel'd," p. 183, very justly gives tbe 
epithets of " vain, superstitious, and ridicu- 
lous," to the subsequent observations on 
Heaps : '* That a great Head is an omen or 
a sign of a slun^ish fool" — (this reminds 
one of the old saying '* Great Head and little 
wit"^; '<a little Head, of a subtile knave; 
a middle Head, of a liberal wit; a round 
Head, of a tenselette irrational fellow ; a sharp 



Head, of an impudent sot," &c. Our author's 
remarks, or ratner citation of the remarks, 
upon Round Heads above, seem not to have 
been over-well timed, for this book was 
printed in 1652, and is dedicated to the I^rd 
General Cromwell. 

There is a vulgar notion that men's hair 
will sometimes turn grey upon a sudden and 
violent fright, to which Shakspeare alludes 
in a speech of Falstaff to Prince Henry : 



88 



TINGLING OF THE EARS, &c. 



well or ill in the glass, accordingly they pre- 
sumed of liis future condition. Sometimes, 
also, Glasses were used, and the images of 
what should happen, without water. Mr. 
Douce's manuscript notes add that '< wash- 
ing hands in the same water is said to forebode 
a quarrel." 

Willsford, in his "Nature's Secrets," p. 
138, tells us : ** Mettals in general, against 
much wet or rainy weather, will seem to have 
a dew hang upon them, and be much apter to 
sully or foul any thing that is rubbed with 
the metfal ; as you may see in pewter dishes 
against rain, as if they did sweat, leaving a 
smutch upon the table cloaths : with this 



Pliny concludes as a sign of tempests ap- 
proaching. 

" Stones against rain will have a dew bang 
upon them ; but the sweating of stones is 
from several causes, and,. sometimes, are signs 
of much drought. Glasses of all sorts will 
have a dew upon them in moist weather : 
Glasse windows will also shew a frost, by 
turning the air that touches them into water, 
and then congealing of it." 

In the " TEXNOrAMIA, or Marriage of the 
Arts," by Barton Holiday, 4to. Lond. 16t30, 
sign. M 4 b. is the following : " I have often 
heard them say His ill luck to tee onet face 
in a Glaue hy candle-ligkt.** 



TINGLING OF THE EARS. ITCHING OF THE RIGHT 

EYE. NECK. SIDE. 



In Sliakspeare's " Much Ado about No- 
thing," Beatrice says : '^ What fire is in mine 
Ears'." which Warburton explains as al- 
luding to a proverbial saying of the common 
people, that their Ears bum when others are 
talking of them. On which Reed observes 
that the opinion from whence this proverbial 
saying is derived is of great antiquity, being 
thus mentioned by Pliny : " Moreover is not 
this an opinion generally received, that when 
our Ears do glow and tingle some there be that 
ill our absence doe talkc of us V" — Philemon 
Holland's Translation, b. xxviii. p. 297 ; 
and Browne's " Vulgar Errors." Sir Thomas 
Browne says: "When our Cheek bums, or 
Ear tingles, we usually say somebody is 
talking of us, a conceit of great antiquity, 
and ranked among superstitious opinions by 
Pliny. He supposes it to have proceeded 
from the notion of a signifying genius, or 
universal Mercury, that conducted sounds to 
their distant subjects, and taught to hear by 
touch." (») 

Gaule, in his '^ Mag-astromancers posed 
and puzzel'd," p. 181, has not omitted, in hb 
list of " Vain Observations and Superstitious 
Ominatious thereupon," the tingling of tlie 



Ear, the ticking of the Eye, the glowing of the 
Cheek, the bleeding of the Nose, the stam- 
mering in the beginning of a speech, the 
being over-merry on a sudden, and to be 
given to sighing, and to know no cause why." 

Dr. Nathaniel Home, in his '' Dsemonolo- 
gie, or the Character of the crying Evils of the 
present Times," 8vo. Lond. 1650, p. 61, tells 
us, "If their Eares tingle, they say it is a signe 
they have some enemies abroad, that doe or 
are about to speake evill of them : so, if their 
right Eye itcheik, then it betokens joyful! 
laughter: and so, from the itching of the 
Nose and Elbow, and severall afiectings of 
severall f>art8, they make severall predictions 
too silly to be mentioned, though regarded by 
them." 

In the third Idyllium of Theocritus, the 
itching of the right Eye occurs as a lucky 
omen: 

AXXireu 6^4»Xfios /Atv a ii^uf apet y ihsrS 

Avretf ; 
thus translated by Creech, 1. 37 : 
" My right Eye itches now, and shall I see 

My love r («) 

Mr. Douce's MS. notes preserve the fol- 
lowing wiperstition on mean/ring the NecK| 
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extracted from " Le Voyageur I Paris," 
torn. iii. p. 223 : ** Les aiiciennes nourrices, 
quand Tusage etoit de leur laisser les filles 
jusq*d ce qu*on les donn&t a un mari, per- 
suadoient k ces credules adolescentes que la 
grosseur du Cou etoit de moyen d*apprecicr 
leur continence; et pour cela elles le m^su- 
roient chaque matin. Retenue par une telle 
epreuve, la fille sage d(lt tirer vanit6 de la 
mesure ; de 14 Ttisage des colliers." 

In Petri MolinsBi ** Vates," p. 218, we read : 
** Si cul riget Collum, aut Cervicis vertebrae 
sunt obtortsB, pnesignificatio est futuri sus- 
pendii.''(') 

To rise on the right Side is accounted 



lucky ; see Beaumont and Fletcher*8 " Wo- 
men Pleased/* at the end of act i. So, in the 
old play of " What you will :" " You rise on 
yottr right tide to-day, marry." Marston's 
Works, 8vo. 1633. signat. R. b. And again, 
in ''* The Dumb Knight,** by T^ewis Machin, 
4to. 1633, act iv. sc. 1, Alphonso says : 

" Sure I said my prayers, ris^d on my right 

titlff 
Washed hands and eyes, put on my girdle 

last; 
Sure I met no splea-footed baker, 
No hare did cross me, nor no bearded 

witch. 
Nor other ominous sign.** 



NOTES TO TINGLING OF THE EARS, &c. 



(*') Pliny's words are : " Absentes tinnitu 
Aurium prsesentire sermones de se receptum 
est.*' 

in Petri MolinsBi '* Vates," p. 218, we 
read : ** Si cui Aures tjnniunt, indicium est 
alibi de eo sermones fiori." 

I find the following on this in Delrio, 
*' Disqui8it.Magic.**p.473: <<Quidam sonitum 
spontaneum auris dextrsB vel sinistrse obser- 
vant, ut si bsBC tintinet, inimicum, si ilia, 
amicum, nostri putent memoriam turn reco- 
lere; de quo Aristsenetus in Epist. amatoria: 

nonne auris tibi resonabat quando tui lachry- 
mans recordabar : et alicui hue pertinere vi- 
deatiir illud Lesbyse Vatis a Veronensi con- 
versum, 

** Sonitus suopte tintinant aures. 

'* Quod ilia dixerat fiofiCtvt tvT et»oM t/iu : et 
apertius incertus quidam, sed antiquus, (inter 
Catalect. Virg.) 

^ Garrula quid totis resouas mihi noctibus 
Auris 
Nescio quem dicis nunc meminisse mei." 

The subsequent occurs in Roberti Keuche- 
nii " Crepuudia," p. 113: 

" Aurium tinnitut, 
'' Laudor, et ad verso, sonat Auris, Isdor ab 
Ore: 
Dextra bono tinnit murmure, Iseva malo. 



Non moror hoc, sed inofTensum tamen arcco 
vulgus : 
Cur? scio, me fam& nolle loquente 
loqui." 

The following is in Herrick*s " Hesperides,** 
p. 391 : 

« On himset/e, 

** One Eare tingles ; some there be 
That are snarling now at me ; 
Be they those that Homer bit, 
I will give tliem thanks for it." 

Mr. Douce*s MS. notes say: ** Right 
Lug, left Lug, whilk Lug lows ?*' If the left 
Ear, they talk harm; if the right, good. 
Scottish. J. M. D. 

Werenfels, in his " Dissertation upon Su- 
perstition,** p. 6, speaking of a superstitious 
man, says : " When his riaht Ear tingles, he 
will be chearful; but, if his left, he will be 
sad." 

(*) In Molinsei " Vates," we read, « Si 
palpebra exiliit, ominosum est,'* p. 218. 

In «*The Shepherd's Starre,*' &c., 4to. 
1591, a paraphrase upon the third of the 
" Canticles" of Theocritus, dialoguewise, 
Corydon says : " But my right eie watreth ; 
'tis a tigne of somewhat : do I see her yet V* 

(8) ft is said, ibid., « Si Seri-uius sub Cen- 
tone cr<f/)«<V— ominosum est." 
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OMBNS RELATING TO THE CHEEK, &c. 



In the old play called <'The Game at 
Chesse/" 4to. p. 32^ we read : 
<' A sudden fear inradesme, a faint trembling 

Under this Omen, 

As is oft felt, the panting of a turtle 

Under a stroaking hand/* 



Answer, 

** That boads good lucke sfill. 
Signe you shall change state speedily, for 

that trembling 
Is alwayes the first symptom of a bride." 



OMENS relaimg to the CHEEK, NOSE, AND MOUTH. 



Melton, in his " Astrologaster," p. 45, No. 
7, observes, that ** when the left Cheek burnes, 
it is a signe somebody talks well of you ; but 
if the right Cheek burnes, it is a sign of i//."(*) 

Itching of the NosE. I have frequently 
heard this symptom interpreted into the ex- 
pectation of seeing a stranger. So in Dek- 
Ker's '* Honest Whore," Bellefront says : 

— " We shall ha guests to day, 
I'll lay my little maidenhead, mg JVose 
itcheth «>." 

Reed*s Old Plays, vol. iii. p. 281. 

The reply made by her servant Roger fur- 
ther informs us that the biting of fleas was a 
token of the same kind. In Melton's ** Astro* 
logaster,'' p. 45, No. 31, it is observed that, 
'* when a mmCt Note itcheth, it is a signe he 
shall drink wine;" and 32, that, '^ifyourLipt 
itch, you shall kisse somebody." (*) 

The Nose falling a bleeiling appears by the 
following passage to have been a sign of love : 

" Did my Nose ever bked idien I was in your 
company f and, poor wench, just as she spake 
this, to shew her true hearty her Nose fell a 
bleeding." Boulster Lectures, 12mo. Lond. 
1640, p. 130. 

Launcelot, in Shakspeare's ** Merchant of 
Venice," says, "It was not for nothing that 
my Nose fell a bleeding," &c.; on which 
Steevens observes that, from a passage in 
Lodge's " Rosalynde," 1592^ it appears that 



some superstitious belief was annexed to the 
accident of bleeding at the Nose : " As he 
stood gazing, his Nose on a sudden bled, which 
made him conjecture it was some friend of 
his." To which Reed adds : " Again, iii tlie 
* Duchess of Malfy,' 1640, act i. sc. 2 : 

* How superstitiously we mind our evils ! 
The throwing down salt, or crossing of a 

hare. 
Bleeding at Nose, the stumbling of a horse, 
Or singing of a creket, are of power 
To daunt whole man in us.* 

Again, act i. sc. 3 : ' My Nose bleeds." One 
that was superstitious would count this omi- 
nous, when it merely comes by chance.** (*) 

Melton's " Astrologaster,'* p. 45, observes, 
*'S, That when a man's Nose bleeds but a 
drop or two, that it is a sign of ill lucke.'* 
" 9. That when a man's Nose bleeds one drop, 
and at the left nostril, it is a sign of good 
lucke, but, on the right, ill.*' 

Grose says a drop of blood from the Nose 
commonly foretells death, or a very severe 
fit of sickness; three drops are still more omi- 
nous. (^) Burton, in his ** Anatomy of Melan- 
choly," edit. 4to. 1621, p. 214, says that "to 
bleed three drops at the Nose is em ill omen." 

If, says Grose, in eating, yon miss your 
Mouth, and the victuals fall, it is very un- 
lucky, and denotes approaching sickness. 



NOTES TO OMENS RELATING TO THE CHEEK, NOSE, AND MOUTH. 



Q) Grose says that, when a person^s Cheek 
or Ear burns, it is a sign that some one is 
then talking of him or her. If it is the right 
Cheek or Ear, the discourse is to their advan- 
tage : if the left, to their disadvantage. When 
the right Eye itches, the party affected will 
shortly cry; if the left» they will laugh. 

In Ravenscroft^s " Canterbury Guests, or a 
Bargain Broken,*^ 4to. p. 20, we read : 

"That you should tliink to deceive me! 
Why, all the while I was last in your com- 
pany, my heart beat all on that side you 
stood, and my Cheek next you burnt and 
glow'd." 

(') Poor Robin, in his Almanac for 1695, 
thus satirizes some very indelicate super- 
stitions of his time in blowing the Nose : 
" They who, blowing their Nose, in the taking 
away of their handkercher look stedfastly 
upon it, and py into it, as if some pearls had 
drop*d from them, and that they would safely 
lay them up for fear of loosing : 

These men are fools, although the name 

they hate. 
Each of them a child at man*s estate.'* 

The same writer ridicules the following in- 
delicate fooleries then in use, which must 
surely have been either of Dutch or Flemish 
extraction: "They who, when they make 



water, go streaking the walls with their urine, 
as if they were framing some antic figures, 
or making some curious delineations ; or shall 
piss in the dust, making I know not what 
s<»ttering angles and circles ; or some chink 
in a wall, or little hole in the ground — to be 
brought in, after two or tlu'ee admonitions, as 
incurable fools.'* 

(•) In Bodenham*s " Belvedere, or Garden 
of the Muses," 8vo. I^nd. 1600, p. 147, ou 
the subject of " Feare, Doubt,*' &c., he gives 
the following simile from some one of our old 
poets : 

" As suddaiue bleeding argues ill ensuing. 
So suddaine ceasing is fell feares renewing.*' 

(^) I found the following in Roberti Keu- 
chenii << Crepundia," p. 214 : 

" TreB ttilUr tanguineee, 
" Cur novastillantes dcsignant funere Guttse, 
Fatidicumque trias Sanguinis omen ha- 
betf 
Parce superstitio: tiumero Deus inipare 
gaudet, 
Et Numero gaudens impare vivit homo/* 

" That your Nose may never bleed only 
three drops at a time," is found among the 
omens deprecated in Holiday's *< TEXNOFA- 
IflA, or the Marriage of the Arts," a co- 
medy, 4to. Lond. 1636, signat. E b. 



HEAD OMENS. 



Gaule, in his " Mag-astromancers posed 
and puzserd," p. 183, very justly gives the 
epitliets of *' vain, superstitious, and ridicu- 
lous," to the subsequent observations on 
Heads : ** That a great Head is an omen or 
a sign of a slu^iih fool" — (this reminds 
one of the old saying ** Great Head and little 
wit'^; "a little Hedl, of a mbtile 
a middle Head, of a liberal wit; m 
Head, of a tenteleiteirraiionai/^ew; ft 



Head, of an imnudent sot," &c. Our author's 
remarks, or rather citation of the remarks, 
upon Bound Heade above, seem not to have 
been over-well timed, for this book was 
printed in 1652, and is dedicated to the I^ord 
General Cromwell. 

There is a vulgar notion that men's liair 

wiU aometimes turn grey upon a sudden and 

fright, to which Shakspeare alludes 

""-ih of Falstaff to Prince Henry : 
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HAND AND FINGER NAILS. 



** Th J fatlier's beard is tamed white with the 
news." See Dr. Grey's Notes on Shakspeare, 
vol. i. p. 338. He adds, *' This whimsical 
opinion was humorously bantered by a wag 
in a coffee-house^ who, upon hearing a young 
gentleman giving the same reason for the 
change of his hair from black to grey, ob- 
served that there was no great matter in it ; 
and told the company that he had a friend 
who wore a coal-black wig, which was turned 
grey by a fright in an instant." 

By the following passage, a simile in Bo- 
denham's *' Belvedere, or the Garden of the 
Muses,*' 8vo. Lond. 1600, it should seem 



that our ancestors considered *' heaviness** as 
an omen of some impending evil, p. 160: 

•* As heavinens foreteh some harme at hand^ 
So minds disturb'd presage ensuing ills/' 

In " Secret Memoirs of the late Mr. Dun- 
can Campbell,** 8vo. Lond. 1732^ p. 61, in 
the chapter of Omens, we read, ** Others 
again, by having caught cold, feel a certain 
noise in their Heads, which seems to them 
like the sound of distant bells, and fancy 
themselves warned of some great misfor- 
tune." C) 



NOTE TO HEAD OMENS. 



(^) Grose says that *' a person being sud- 
denly taken with a shivering is a sign that 
some one has just then walked over the spot 
of their future grave. Probably all persons 



are not subject to this sensation, otherwise 
the inhabitants of those parishes whose burial- 
grounds lie in the common foot-path would 
Hve in one continued fit of shaking.** 



HAND AND FINGER NAILS. 



Sir Thomas Browne admits that conjec- 
tures of prevalent humours may be collected 
from the spots In our Nails, but rejects the 
sundry divinations vulgarly raised upon them. 
Melton, in his <* Astrologaster," giving a cata- 
logue of many superstitious ceremonies, tells 
us, 6, " That to have yellow speckles on the 
Nailes of one's hand is a greate signe of 
death." He observes, ibid. 23, that, " when 
the palme of the right Hand itcheth, it is a 
shrewd sign he shall receive money." (0 ^^ 
Reed's Old Plays, vol. vi. p. 357, we read, 

** When yellow spots do on your hands ap- 
pear. 
Be certain then you of a corse shall hear.**(*) 

Washing Hands, says Grose, in the same 
bason, or with the same water, that another 
person has washed in, is extremely unlucky, 
us the parties will infallibly quarrel. A 
*< wherefore " for this " why*' I nowhere find 
€veu conjectured. 



Burton, in his « Melancholy,** edit 1621, 
p. 214, tells us that a black spot appearing 
on the Nails is a bad omen. 

To cut the Nails upon a Friday, or a Sun- 
day, is accounted unlucky amongst the com- 
mon people in many places. (°) The set and 
statary times, says Browne, of paring Nails 
and cutting of hair, is thought by many a 
point of corisideratioiij which is perhaps but 
the continuation of an ancient superstition. 
To the Romans it was piacular to pare their 
Nails upon the Nundinae, observed every 
ninth day, and was also feared by others on 
certain days of the week, according to that 
of Ausonius, Ungues Mercurio, Barbam Jove, 
Cypride Crines. 

Gaule, in his " Mag-astromancers posed 
and puzzeVd,*' p. 187, ridicules the popular 
belief that **a great thick Hand signes one 
not only strong but stout; a little slender 
Hand, one not only weak but timorous; a long 
Hand and long Fingers betoken a man not 
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LOOKING-GLASS OMENS. 



To break a Looking-Glass is accouuted a 
very unlucky accident. Should it be a va- 
luable one this is literally true, which is not 
always the case in similar superstitions. Mir- 
rors were formerly used bv magicians in their 
superstitious and diabolical operations j (*) 
and there was an ancient kind of divination 
by the Looking-Glass : (') hence, it should 
seem, has been derived ^e present popular 
notion. 

When a Looking-Glass is broken, it is an 
omen tliat the party to whom it belongs will 
lose his best friend. See the Greek Scholia 
on the'^ Nubes" of Aristophanes, p. 169. Grose 



tells us that '* Breaking a Looking-Glass be- 
tokens a mortality in the family, commonly 
the master/" 

In (he ''Memoires de Constant, premier 
Valet de Chambre de TEmpereur, sur la Vie 
priv^ de Napoleon,'* &c., Paris, 1830, 
Buonaparte's superstition respecting the Look- 
ing-Glass is partioularly mentioned : *' Dur- 
ing one of his campaigns in Italy be broke 
the Glass over Joseptiine's portrait. He never 
rested till the return of the courier he forth- 
with despatched to assure himself of her safety, 
so strong was the impression of her death upon 
his mind.*' 



NOTES TO LOOKING-GLASS OMENS. 



(*) See p. 31. " Some magicians (being 
curious to find out by the help of a Looking- 
Glasse, or a glasse viall full of water, a thiefe 
that lies hidden) make choyce of young 
maides, or boyes unpolluted, to discerne 
therein those images or sights which a person 
defiled cannot see. Bodin, in the third book 
of his ' Diemonomachia,* chap. 3, reporteth 
that in his time there was at Thoulouse a 
certain Portugais, who shewed within a boy's 
naile things that were hidden. And he add- 
eth that God had expressely forbidden that 
none should worship the atone of imagination. 
His opinion is that this stone of imagination 
or adoration (for so expoundeth he the first 
verse of the 26th chapter of Leviticus, where 
he speaketh of the idoll, the graven image, 
and the painted stone) was smooth and cleore 
as a Looking-Glasse, wherein they saw cer- 
taine images or sights, of which they enquired 
after the things hidden. In our time con- 
jurers use christal], calling the divination 
chrystallomantia, or onychomantia, in the 
which, after they f have rubbed one of the 
nayles of their fingers, or a piece of chrystoll, 
they utter I know not what words, and they 
call a boy that is pure and no way corrupted, 



to see therein that which they require, as the 
same Bodin doth also make mention." Molle's 
" Living Librarie," &c., fol. 1621, p. 2. 

In a list of superstitious practices preserved 
in " Tlie Life and Character of Harvey the 
famous Conjurer of Dublin,** 8vo. Dublin, 
1728, p. 58, with " Fortune-telling, dreams, 
visions, palmestry, ph^iognomy, omens, 
casting nativities, casting urine, drawing 
images,** there occur also " Mirroirs." 

(*) The following occurs in Delrio," Dis- 
quisit. Magic.** lib. iv. chap. 2, qusest. 7, 
sect. 3, p. 594 : ** Genus Divinationis Ca- 
toptromanticum : quo Augures in splendent! 
Cuspide, velut in Crystallo vel Ungue, 
futura iuspiciebant." So, also, ibid. {>. 576 : 
<* Kar»irr(»fMimm, qu8B rerum qtisesitarum 
fignras in Specuiis exhibet politit: in nsu 
fuit D. Juliano Imper. (Spartianus in Ju- 
liauo.)** Consult also Pausanios, Ceelius Rho- 
doginus, and Potter's " Greek Antiquities,'* 
vol. i. p. 350, Potter says: '< When divina- 
tion by water wos performed with a Looking- 
Glass it was called Catoptromanctf : some- 
times they dipped a Looknig-Glass into the 
water, when they desired to know what would 
become of a sick person : for as he looked 
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CANDLE OMENS. 



The Jews, however, (gaperftltioutly, says 
Mr. Addison, in his '< Present State* of that 
))eople, p. 129,) pare their Nails on a Friday. 

(*) In Dekker's ** Dead Terme," 1607, 
sigiiiat. D b, is found the following : ** What 
bating of the 71bi/in6« (at each other while the 
company are walking in St. PauVs) to beget 
quarrels." This singular mode of picking a 
quarrel occurs in ^* Romeo and Juliet," act i. 
sc. i. ; in Randolph's *' Muses' Looking- 
Glass,'' &c. See Reeds edit of Shaksp. 
1 603, vol. XX. p. 10. 

In Thomas Lodge's ^* Incarnate Devils/' 
4eo. Lond. 1596, p. 23, is tlie following : *< I 
see Contempt marching forth, giving mee the 
Jico wiik his thombe in hit mouth, for conceal- 
ing liim so long from your eie-sight." 

In tlie " Rules of Civility," 12mo. Lond. 
16S5, p. 44, we read, ** 'Tis no less disrespect- 
ful to bite the Nail of your thumb by way of 



scorn and disdain, and, drawing your Nail 
from betwixt your teeth, to tell them yoo 
value not this what they can do; and tlie 
same rudeness may be committed widi a 
fillip.'* 

DovbUng the T%umb. Hutchinson, in his 
" History' of Northumberland,*^ vol. ii. ad 
finem, p. 4, tells us, ** Children, to avoid ap- 
proaching danger, are taught to double the 
Thumb witiiin the Hand. This was much 
practised whilst the terrors of witchcraft re- 
mahied; and even in the beginning of the 
present century much of those unhappy pre- 
judices possessed the minds of the vulgar. It 
was a custom to fold the Thumbs <^ dead 
persons within the Hand, to prevent the power 
of evil spirits over the deceased; the Thumb 
in that position forming the similitude of the 
character in the Hebrew alphabet which is 
commonly used to denote the name of God.** 



CANDLE OMENS. 



The fungous parcels, as Sir Thomas Browne 
calls them, about the wicks of Candles are 
commonly thought to foretell 8trangers.(*) 
In the north, as well as in other parts of Eng- 
land, they are called Letters at the Candle, 
as if the forerunners of some strange news. 
These, says Browne, with his usual pedantry 
of style, which is well atoned for by his good 
sense and learning, only indicate a moist and 
pluvious air, which hinders the avolation of 
the light and favillous particles, whereupon 
they settle upon the snast. That candles and 
lights, he observes also, bum blue and dim at 
the apparition of spirits, may be true, if the 
ambient air be full of sulphureous spirits, as it 
happens often in mines. 

Melton, in his " Astrologaster," p. 45, 



says, 28, that " if a Candle bume blew, it is 
a signe that there is a spirit in the house, or not 
farre from it." 

A collection of tallow, says Grose, rising 
up against the wick of a Candle, is styled a 
wmding-sheet, and deemed an omen of death 
in the family.(*) 

A spark at the Candle, says the same author, 
denotes that the party opposite to it will shortly 
receive a letter. A kind of fungus in the 
Candle, observes the same writer, predicts the 
visit of a stranger from that part of the coun- 
try nearest the object.(*) 

Dr. Goldsmith, in his *' Vicar of Wake- 
field,'' speaking of the waking dreams of his 
hero's daughters, says, «* The girls had their 
Omens too, they saw rings in the Caudle." 



NOTES TO CANDLE OMENS. 



(^) The following is from Roberti Keu- 
chenii " Crepuiulia,'' p. 211 : 

*♦ Fungi Lucernarum, 
"Aerishumenti crepitans uligine fungus 
Si quid habet flammis omiiiis, Auster erit." 



Jodrell, in his <* Illustrations of Euripides," 
vol. i. p. 127, tells us, from Brodaeus, that 
among the Greeks the votary was sensible of 
the acceptation of his prayer by the manner in 
which the flame darted its ejaculation. If the 
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lame was bright, this was an auspicious Omen, 
nit it was esteemed the contrai^, if it corre- 
pooded with the descriptioii of the sacrifice 
u the " Antigone'* of Sophocles : 

*' When, from the victim, lo ! the sullen flame 
Aspir'd not ; smother'd in the ashes still 
Lby the moist flesh, and, rolFd in smoke, 

repell'd 
The rising fire/* 

Franklin, vol. ii. p. 57. 

(•) 8Kr Thomas Browne, in his " Hydriota- 
>hia," p. 59, speaking of the ancients, observes, 
' that they poured oyle upon the pyre was a to- 
erable practise, while the intention rested in fa- 
il] itating the ascension; but to place good 
mews in the qtackandtpeeAf bvminfft to sacri- 
ice unto the windes for a dispatch in this 
iflSce, was a low form of superstition." 

WiDsford, in his '* Nature's Secrets," p. 
120, tells us : " If the flame of a Candle, 
amp, or any other fire, does wave or wind it- 
elf where there is no sensible or visible cause, 
!xpect some windy weather. 

*' When Candles or lamps will not so readily 
dndle as at other times, it is a sign of wet 
veather neer at hand. 

** When Candles or lamps do sparkle and 
ise up with little fumes, or their wicks swell, 
vith tnings on them like mushrums, are all 
iigns of ensuing wet weather/* 

The innkeepers and owners of brotliels at 
Amsterdam are said to account these ** fungous 



parcels'* lucky, when tliey bum long and 
brilliant, in which case they suppose them to 
bring customers. But when they soon go out, 
they imagine the customers already under their 
roofs will presently depart. See ** Putanisme 
d'Amsterdam," 12mo. 1681, p. 92. They 
call these puffs of the Candle " good men.** 

The Hon. Mr. Boyle, in his ** Occasional 
Reflections upon Several Subjects,** 8vo. Lond. 
1665, p. 218, makes his "Meditation 10th 
upon a thief in a Candle'" — " which, by its 
irregular way of making the flame blaze, 
melts down a good part of the tallow, and 
will soon spoil the rest, if the remains are not 
rescued by the removal of the thief (as they 
call it) in the Candle.** 

In "Secret Memoirs of the late Mr. Dun- 
can Campbell," Svo. Lond. 1732, p. 62. the au- 
tlior says : "I have seen people who, after writ- 
ing a letter^ have prognosticated to themselves 
the ill success of it, if by any accident it hap- 
pened to fall on the ground ; others have seemed 
as impatient, and exclaiming against their 
want of thought, if through haste or forget- 
fulness they have chanced to hold it before 
the fire to dry ; but the mistake of a word in 
it is a sure omen that whatever requests it 
carries shall be refused." 

" The Irish, when they put out a Candle, 
say, • May the Lord renew, or send us the light 
of Heaven!'"— Gent. Mag. 1795, p. 202. 

(®) Others say it implies the arrival of a 
parcel. 



OMENS AT THE BARS OF GRATES, PURSES, ANP 

COFFINS. 



A Flake of Soot hanging at the Bars of the 
3!rate, says Grose, denotes the visit of a 
»tranger,(^) like the fungus of the candle, from 
Jjat part of the country nearest the object. 

Dr. Goldsmith, in his '* Vicar of Wakefield," 
imong the omens of his hero's daughters, tells 
js*' Purses bounded from the fire." In the 
aorth of England, the cinders- that bound from 



the fire are carefully examined by old women 
and children, and according to their respective 
forms are called either Coffint or Purtet ; and 
consequently thought to be the presages of 
death or wealth : aut Ckrsar aut nulbis, 

A coal, says Grose, in the shape of a Coffin, 
flying out of the fire to any particular person, 
betokens their death not far ofi^. 



NOTES TO OMENS AT THE BARS OF GRATES, PURSES, AND COFFINS. 



(^) " Me oft has fancy, ludicrous and wild, 
Sooth'd with a waking dream of huu9e9, 

Treet, chitrchet, and ttrange visages ex- 

press'd 
In the red dnden, while with poring eye 
I gaz'd, my^f creating what I saw. 
Nor less amiis'd bare I quiescent watched 
The Mooty JUnu that play upon the hart 
Penduhutt and foreboding in the view 
Of superstition, prophestfing ttill, 
Though still deceiv'd, tome ttranger't 
near approach,^* 
Cowper's Poems : " Winter Evening." 

In the " Secret Memoirs of Mr. Duncan 
Campbell," p. 6 1 , is the following observation : 
** The fire also affords a kind of divination to 
these omen-mongers; they see swords, guns, 
castles, churches, prisons, coffins, wedding- 
rings, bags of money, men and women, or 
whatever they either wish or fear, plainly de- 
ciphered in the glowing coals." 

Willsford, in his " Nature's Secrets,'' p. 
120, tells us: "When our common fires do 
bum with a pale flame, they presage foul 
weather. 

*'li the fire do make a buzzing noise, it is a 
sign of tempests near at hand. 

"When the fire sparkleth very much, it is a 
sign of rain. 

** If the ashes on the hearth do dodder toge- 
ther of themselves, it is a sign of rain. 
** When pots are newly taken off the fire, if 
they sparkle, (the soot upon them being in- 
censed,) it presages rain. 
*< When the fire scorcheth and bumcth more 
vehemently than it useth to do, it is a sign of 
frosty weather; but if the living coals do shine 



Inigfater than commonly at other times, expect 
then rain. 

" If wood, or any other fuel, do crackle and 
break forth wind more than ordinary, it is an 
evident sign of some tempestuiHis weather neer 
at hand ; the much and suddain falling of soot 
presages rain.''(*) 

Ramesey, in his ** Elminthologia,'* 8vo. Lond. 
1668, p. 271, making observations on super- 
stitious persons, says: "If the salt fall but 
towards them, or the Jire, then thej expect 
anger : and an hundred such-like foolish and 
groimdless conceits." 

In Petri Molmai " Vates," p. 219, we 
read : " Si flamma ex cineribus subito erupit, 
felicitatis omen est." 

The subsequent childish sport, so elegantly 
described by Cowper, may not improperly lie 
referred to the ancient fire divinations : 

''So when a child,' as pla3rful children use. 
Has burnt to tinder a stale last year's news, 
The flame extinct, he views the roving fire — 
There goes my lady, and there goes the 

squire. 
There goes the parson, oh ! illustrious spark. 
And there, scarce less illustrious, goes the 
clerk!" 

Cowper's Poems, edit. 1798, 
vol. i. p. 272. 

(•») In the " Statistical Account of Scotland," vol. 
xiii. p. 557, parish of Lochcarron, in the county of 
Ross, we read : ** Everything almost is reckoned a 
sign of rain. If there be a warm or hot day, we 
shall soon have rain ; if a crow begin to chatter, she 
is calling for rain ; if the clouds be heavy, or if there 
be a mist upon the top of the hilb, we shall see 
rain. In a word, a Highlander may make anything 
a sign of rain, there is no danger he shall fiEdl in h^ 
prognostication." 



THE HOWLING OF DOGS. 



A SUPERSTITIOUS Opinion vulgarly prevails 
that the Howling of a Dog by night in a 
neighbourhood is the presage of death to any 
that are sick in it.(^) I know not what has 
given rise to this : Dogs have been known to 
stand and howl over the bodies of their mas- 
ters, when they have been murdered, or died 
an accidental or sudden death : taking such 
note of what is past, is an instance of great 
sensibility in this faithful animal, without 
supposing that it has in the smallest degree 
any prescience of the future. 
Shakspeare ranks this among Omens : 

^ The owl shriek'd at thy birth ; an evil sign ! 
The night-crow cry'd aboding luckless tim#; 
Dogi howPdf and hideous tempests shook 
down trees." Henry VI, 



The Howling of Dags, says Grose, is a cer- 
tain sign that some one of the family will 
very shortly die.(*) 

The following passage is in the " Merry 
Devil of Edmonton," 4to. 1631 : 

'* I hear the watchful Dogs 
With hollow howling tell of thy approach ;*' 

and the subsequent is cited in Poole's " Eng- 
lish Parnassus," voce " Omens :" 

'* The air that night was fill*d with dismal 
groans, 
And people oft awaked with the howls 
Of wolves and fatal Dogs." 



NOTES TO THE HOWLING OF DOGS. 



Q) The following occurs in Roberti Keu- 
chenii " Crepimdia," p. 113 : 

^' Canum Uiulaius. 

^Prsefica Nox, aliquam portendunt Nubila 
mortem : 
A Cane, prseviso funere disce mori." 

The subsequent, which is found Ibid. p. 
211, informs us that when Dogs rolled them- 
selves in the dust it was a sign of wind : 

- "Canis in pulvere vobttans 

" PrsBscia Ventorum, se volvit odora Canum 
vis: 
Numioe difflatur pulveris instar homo." 

So Willsford, in his " Nature's Secrets," p. 
131 : " Dogs tumbling and wallowing them- 
selves much and often upon the earth, if their 
guts rumble and stinke very much, are signs 
of rain or wind for certain." 

Gaule, in his " Mag-astromancers posed 
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and puzzel'd," p. 181, insei-ts in his long list 
of vain observations and superstitious omina* 
tions thereupon, "the DogsHowHng." 

(*) Dr. Nathaniel Home, in his " Daemo- 
nblogie, p. 60, says : " If Doggs houle in the 
night neer an house where somebody is sick, 
'tis a signe of death." 

Alexander Ross, in his Appendix to " Ar- 
cana Microcosmi," 8vo. Lond. 1652, p. 218, 
says, " That Dogs by their howling portend 
death and calamities is plaine by historie and 
experience." 

" Julius Obsequens (c. 122) showeth that 
there was an extraordinary Howling of Dogs 
before the sedition in Rome about the Dic» 
tatorship of Pompey: he showeth also (c. 
1 27) that before the civil wars between Au- 
gustus and Antonius, among many other pro- 
digies, there was great Howling of Dogs near 
the house of Lepidus the Poutifice. 

" Camerarius tells us (c. 73, cenh i.) that 
some German Princes have certain tokens aud 
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CATS, RATS, AND MICE. 



peculiar presages of their deaths; amongst 
others are the Howling of Dogs. 

** Capitolinus tells us Aat the Dogs by their 
Howling presaged the death of Maximinus. 

'^Pausauias (in Messe) relates that before 
the destruction of the Messenians, the Dogs 
brake out into a more fierce howling than 
ordinary Cti}ipm rn x^avyn xi^f^**** • ^^^ ^® 
read in Fincelius that, in the year 1553, some 
weeks before the overdirow of the Saxons, the 
Dogs in Mysinia flocked together, and used 
strange bowlings, in the woods and fields. 
The like howling is observed by Virgil, pre- 
saging the Roman calamities in the Pharsalick 



war: 



' Obscsmique caiies, importunaeque Volncres 
Signa dabant.' — 

^'SoLucan to the same purpose: 'flebile 
ssevi latravere canes f and Statius, 'Noctur- 
nique Csenum gemitus.' " 

To one inquiring in the "British Apollo," 
fol. Lond. 1708, vol. i. No. 26, "Whether 
the Dogs Howling may be a fatal prognostic, 
or no ;" it is answered, " we cannot determine, 
but 'tis probable that out of a sense of sorrow 
for the sickness or absence of his master, or 
the like, that creature may be so disturbed." 



In the "^ Memoirs of Mr. Duncan Camp* 
bell,"' we read, p. 76 : "I have some litUe 
faith in the Howling of a Dog, when it does 
not proceed from hunger, blows, or confine- 
ment. As odd and unaccountable as it may 
seem, those animals scent death, even before it 
seizes a person." 

Mr. Douce^s Notes say, ^ It was formerly 
believed that Dogs saw the ghosts of deceased 
persons. In the '* Odyssey," b. xvi., the Dogs 
of EumsBus are described as terrified at the 
sight of Minerva, though she was then invisible 
to Telemachus. The Howling of Dogs has 
generally been accounted a sign of approach- 
ing death." 

Armstrong, in his " Histmy of the Island of 
Minorca," p. 158, says : " We have so many 
owls, that we are everywhere entertained with 
their note all night long. 

' Solaque culminibus ferali carmine Bubo 
* Visa qneri, & longas in flettim ducere 
noctes.' 

Virg. Mn. iy. 1. 462. 

The ass usually joins in the melody, 
and when the moon is about the full, the 
Dog likewise intrudes himself as a performer 
in die concert, making night hideous.'* 



CATS, RATS, AND MICE. 



Omens were drawn by ancient supers i- 
tion from the coming in and going out of 
strange Cats, as the learned Moresin informs 

uf . Q) 

Melton, in his " Astrologaster," p. 45, tells 
us, " 29. That when the Cat washes her face 
over her eares, wee shall have great store of 

raine.'* («) 

Lord Westmoreland, in a poem " To a 
Cat bore me company in Confinement," says, 

" scratch but thine ear, 

Then boldly tell what weather's drawing 
near." 
And we read in Peek's play of the " Novice :" 
Ere Gib our Cat can lick her eare." 



The Cat sneezing appears to have been con- 
sidered as a lucky omen to a biide who was 
to be married the next day. (') 

In Southey's " Travels in S^in," we read, 
" The old woman promised him a fine day 
to-morrow, because the Cat's skin looked 
bright" 

It was a vulgar notion that Cats, when 
hungry, would eat coals. In the " Tamer 
tamed, or Woman's Pride," Izamo says to 
Moroso, 

" I'd learn to eat coals with an hungry Cat :'* 

and, in " Bonduca,'' the first daughter says, 

" They are cowards : eat coals like com- 
peird Cats." 



NOTES TO CATS, RAT?, AND MICE. 



90 



Rate gnawing the hangings of a room, says 
Grose^ is reckoned the forerunner of a dnib 
in the family. He moitions also the follow- 
ing to the like purport : ^* If the neck of a 
child remains flexible for several hours after 
its decease, it portends that some person in 
that house will die in a short time.'' 

Melton, in his " Astrologaster," p. 45, tells 
us, *"* 21. That it is a great signe of ill lucke 
if rats gnaw a man's cloathes.'' 

Burton, in his " Anatomy of Melancholy,'* 



edit 4to. 1621, p. 214, says, "There is a 
finure, which is commonly caused by prodi- 
gies and dismal accidents, which much 
troubles many of us, as if a Mouse trnaw our 
clothes.'* (*) 

Willaford, in his '* Nature's Secrets,'' p. 134, 
says, *• Bats, or flying Mice, coming out of 
their holesquickly after sunset, and sporting 
themselves in the open air, premonstrates fair 
and calm weather. " 



NOTES TO CATS, RATS, AND MICE. 



(') ^ Felium peregrinarum Egressum, In- 
groffiim." — << £z Fdis vd Cauis transcursu 
qui inauq)icati babebantmr." Casaubonus, 
p. 34 1, ad Theophrasti Chazactcres. Fabricii 
Uibliogr. Antiq. p. 421, edit 1716. 

(«; Herrick, in his **Hesperides," p. 156, 
uientions 

" True calendars, as Pusses eare 
Wadi*t o're to tell what change is neare." 

Gaule, in his " Mag-astromancers posed 
and pussel'd," p. 181, ranks "^.The Cate lick- 
ing raemselyes'' among '< Vain Observations 
and Snperstitious Ominations thereupon." 

In Willsford's « Nature's Secrets," &c., 
8vo» Loud* 1658, p. 131, speaking of the 
weather's prediction, he says, ** Cats coveting 
the fire mere than ordinary, or licking their 
feet and trimming the hair of their heiuis and 
mustachios, presages rainy weather.'' 

Mr. Park's Notes in his copy of Bourne and 
Brand's " Popular Antiquities,'' p. 92, say, 
" Cats sittiruf with their tails to the fire, or 
washing with their paws behind their ears, are 
said to foretell change of weather." 

In the Supplement to the " Athenian 
Oracle," p. 474, we are told: «* When Cats 
comb themselves (as we speak) 'tis a sign of 
rain; because the moisture which is in the 
air before tiie rain, insinuating itself into the 
fur of this animal, moves her to smootii the 
same and cover her body with it, that so she 
may the less feel the inconvenience of winter; 
as, on the contrary, she opens her fur in sum- 
mer that she may the better receive the re- 



freshing of the moist season.** It is added, 
" The crying of Cats, Ospreys, Ravens, and 
other birds, upon the tops of houses, in the 
night time, are observed by die vulgar to pie- 
signify death to the sick." 

(3) « FeKa ttemutaru. 

Crasthia nupturas lux est prosperrima 
Sponsse: 

Felix fele bonum stemuit Omen Amor." 
Robert! Keuchenii Crepundia, p. 413. 

{*) Cicero, in his Second Book on Divi- 
nation, J 27, observes : *< Nos autem ita leves, 
atque inconsiderati sumus, ut, si Mures cor- 
roserint aliquid, quorum est opus hoc unum, 
monstrum putemus? Ante vero Marsicum 
helium quod Clypeos Lanuvii — mures rosis- 
sent, maxumum id portentum haruspices 
esse dixerunt. Quasi vero quicquam intersit, 
mures, diem noctem aliquid rodentes, scuta 
an cribra corroserint Nam si ista sequimur ; 
quod Platouis Politian nuper apud me mures 
corroserint, de Republica debui pertimescere : 
aut, si Epicuri de Voluptate Liber corrosus 
esset, putarem Annonam in macello cariorem 
fore." 

*^ Cum Vestis a soricibus roditur, plus 
timere suspicionem futuri mall, quam prsesens 
damnum dolere. Unde illud eleganter dic- 
tum est Catonis, qui cum esset consultus a 
quodam, qui sibi erosas esse Caligas diceret 
a Soricibus respondit, non esse illud mon- 
strum ; sed vere monstnuu habendum fuisse, 
si Sorices a Caligis roderentur." Delrio, Dis- 
quisit Magic, p. 473. 
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CRICKETS. FUES. 



In Pet Moliiuei " Vates," p. 155, we read : 
'* Apud Uomauos Soricif vox audita, turbabat 
Comitia. Doroitores Orbis ex stridore Muris 
pendebaiit. Valerias Maximut, lib. i. cap. 3, 
hsec habet. Occentuf soricis audittis, Fabio 



Maximo Dictaturam, Caio Flaminio Magis- 
teritim, Equitum deponendi causam prsbuit:'" 
and again, p. 219, '^Homines qui ex Saiino, 
aut MuribuM aut Cineribus capiunt Omina, 
Deum in Scriptura loquentem non audiunt/' 



CRICKETS. FLIES. 



It is a lucky sign to bave Crickets in the 
house. (^) Grose says it is held extremely 
unlucky to kill a Cricket, perhaps from the 
idea of its being a breach of hospitality, this 
insect taking refuge in houses. 

Melton, in his '* Astrologaster," p. 45, says, 
'< 17. That it is a signe of death to some in 
that house where Crickets have been many 
yeares, if on a sudden they forsake the 
chimney." 

Gay gives the following, in his Pastoral 
Dirge, among the rural prognostications of 
deatii: 

'' And shrilling Crickets in the chimney 
cry'd." 

So also in Reed*s Old Plays : 

'^ And the strange Cricket i' th* oven sings 
and hops." 

Vol. vi. p. 357. 

The voice of a Cricket, says the '* Spec- 
tator," has struck more terror than the roaring 
of a lion. 



The following line occurs in Dryden's and 
Lee's " (Edipus :" 

'< Owls, Ravens, Crickets, seem the watch 
of death." («) 

Pliny, in his ^ Natural History," book xxix. 
mentions the Cricket as much esteemed* by 
the ancient magicians : there is no doubt but 
that our superstitions concerning these little 
domestics have been transmitted to us from 
his times. 

Willsford, in his " Nature's Secrets," p. 135, 
says, *< Flies in the spring or sommer season, 
if they grow busier or blinder than at other 
times, or that they are observed to shroud 
themselves in warm places, expect then 
quickly for to follow, either hail, cold stcnrins 
of rain, ox 'very much wet weather ; and if 
those little creatures are noted early in au- 
tumn to repair into their winter quarters, it 
presages frosty mornings, cold storms, with 
the approach of hoary winter. 

'' Atomes or Flies swarming together and 
sporting themselves in the sun-beams is a 
good omen of fair weather." 



NOTES TO CRICKETS. FLIES. 



Q) Ad Grillum, 

O qui meae CulinsB 
Argutulus choraules, 
Et Hospes es canorus 
Quacunque commorerit 
Felicitatis Omen, 

Bourne, Poematia, edit. 17C4, p. 133. 



Gaule, in his " Mag-asfaromancers posed 
and puzzel'd," p. 181, mentions among other 
vain observations and superstitious omina* 
tions thereupon, ♦* The Crickets chirping be- 
hind the chimney stock, or creeping upon 
the foot-pace." 

Ramesey says, in his " Elminthologia," 8vo. 
Lond. 1668, p. 271, « Some sort of people, 
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' turn, upon every accident, bow are 
srewitli terrified! If but a Cricket un- 

appear, or tbey hear but the clicking 
iath-watch, as they call it, they, or 
16 else in the family, shall die.*' 
V^hite's Selbome, p. 255, that writer, 
g of Crickets, says, ** They are the 
Lfe^s barometer, foretelling her when 

rain ; and are prognostic sometimes, 
iks, of ill or good luck, of the death 
ar relation, or the approach of an ab- 
er. By being the constant companions 
olitary hours, they naturally become 
Jcts of her superstition/' " Tender in- 
lat live abroad, either enjoy only the 
;riod of one summer, or else doze away 



the cold uncomfortable months in profound 
slumber ; but these residing as it were in a 
torrid zone, are always alert and merry : a 
good Christmas fire is to them like the heats 
of the dog-days." " Though they are fre- 
quently heard by day, yet is their natural 
time of motion in the night." 

C) Dr. Natlianiel Home, in his ** Daemon- 
ologie," 8vo. Lond. 1650, p. 59, after saying 
that, *< by the flying and crying of Ravens 
over their houses, especially in the dusk of 
evening, and where one is sick, they conclude 
death ;" adds, *' the same they conclude .of 
a Cricket crying in a house where there was 
wont to be none.'' 



EOBIN REDBREAST. 



" Guardian,^^ No. 61, speaking of the 
n notion that it is ominous or unlucky 
oy some sorts of birds, as Swallows 
irtins, observes that this opinion might 
f rise from the confidence these birds 
put in us by building under our 
so that it is a kind of violation of 
s of hospitality to murder them. As 
tin Redbreasts in particular, 'tis not 
able they owe their security to the old 
of the Children in the Wood. The 
lent stanza of that well-known sang 
them in a point of view not unlikely 
iliate the favour of children : 

No burial this pretty pair 

Of any man receives. 
Till Robin Redbreast painfully 

Did cover them with leaves." 

Percy's Old Ballads, vol. iii. p. 176. 

e Robin Redbreast, says Grey on Shak- 
vol. ii. p. 226, it is comiponly said, 
le finds the dead body of any rational 
3 he will cover the face at least, if not 
lie body, with moss. An allusion pro- 
o the old ballad. (0 
oSce of covering the dead is likewise 



ascribed to the Ruddock or Robin, by Dray- 
ton, in his poem called " The Owl." 

" CovVing with moss the dead's unclosed 
eye, 
The little Redbreast teacheth charitie.'* 

See Reed*s edit. Shaks. vol. xviii. p. 577. 

Thus also in " Cymbeline," act iv. sc. 2 : 

" The Ruddock would 

With charitable bill, (O bill sore shaming 
Those rich-left heirs that let their fathers 

lie 
Without a monument!) bring thee all this; 
Yea, and fiirr'd moss besides, when flowers 

are none. 
To winter-ground thy corse." 

Again in Reed's Old Plays, vol. vi. p. 358 : 

'' Call for the Robin Redbreast and the Wren, 
Since o'er shady groves they hover. 
And with leaves and flow'rs do cover 
The friendless bodies of unburied men.*' 

Thomson, in his Winter, thus mentions the 
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SWALLOWS, MARTINS, WRENS, LADY-BUGS, &c 



-— — << One alone, 
The Redbreast gacred to the household gods, 
Wieelv regajrdful of th' embroyliug sky. 
Id jojleit fields and thorny thickets leaves 
His shivering mates, and pays to trusted 

man 
His annual visit.'* 

Mr. Park has inserted the following note 
in his copy of Bourne and Brandos ^ Poimlar 
Antiquities,"* p. 92 : ** There is also a popular 
belief in many country places that it is un- 
lucky either to kill or keep Robins. This 



is alluded to in the following lines of a 
modem poet, which ooonr in an ode to the 
Robin : 

' For ever from his threshold fly, 
Who, v6id of honour, once shall try, 
With base inhospitable breast. 
To bar the freedom of his guest; 
O rather seek the peasant*s shed. 
For he will give thee wasted bread. 
And fear some new calamity. 
Should any there spread snares for thee.* 

J. H. Pott's Poems, 8vo. 1780, p. 27." 



NOTE TO ROBIN REDBREAST. 



(») An Essayist in the " Gent. Mag.** for 
Sept 1735, vol. v. p. 534, observes : " It is 
well known the ancient Romans relied very 
much upon birds in foretelling events ; and 
thus the Robin Redbreast hath been the cause 
of great superstition among the common peo- 
ple of England ever since the silly story of 
the Children in the Wood. One great in- 
stance of this is their readiness to acUnit him 
into their houses and feed him on all occa- 
nons; though he is certainly as impudent 
and as mischievous a little bird as ever 
flew." 

In Stafibrd^s <'Niobe dissolved into a 
Nil us,** 12mo. Lond. 1611, p. 241, it is said, 
** On her (the Nightingale) waites Robin in 
his redde livorie ; who sits as a crowner on 
the murthred man ; and seeing his body 
naked, plays the sorrie tailour to make him 
a mossy rayment.*' 



>» 



Thus, in Herrick*s *' Hesperides," p. 49 : 

" Sweet Amarillis, by a spring's 
Soft and soule-melting murmurings, 
Slept : and thus sleeping thither flew 
A Robin Redbrest; who at view 
Not seeing her at all to stir 
Brought leaves and mosse to cover her.** 

Also, ibid. p. 126 : 

7b the Nightingale and Robin Redbrett. 

" When I departed am, ring thou my knell. 
Thou pittifull and pretty Philomel : 
And when I'm laid out for a corse, then be 
Thou sexton (Redbrest) for to cover me." 

Pope thus speaks of this bird : 

« The Robin Redbreast till of late had rest, 
And children sacred held a Martin's nest.*' 



SWALLOWS, MARTINS, WEENS, LADY-BUGS, SPAR- 

ROWS, AND TITMOUSE. 



It is held extremely unlucky, says Grose, 
to kill a Cricket, a Lady- Bug, a Swallow, 
Martin, Robin Redbreast, or Wren ; perhaps 
from the idea of its being a breach of hosnita- 
lity, ail these birds and insects alike taking 
refuge in houses. There is a particular dis- 



tich, he adds, in favour of the Robin and 
Wren : 

" A Robin and a Wren 
Are Grod Almighty's cock and hen.'*(*) 

Persons killing any of the above-menticmed 
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insects, or destroying their nests, will 
f, within the coiuse of the year, break 
>r meet with some other dreadful mis- 
[*) On the contrary, it is deemed 
» have Martins or Swallows build 
ts in the eaves of a house, or in the 
s. 

ing accounted unlucky to destroy 
i is probably a pagan relic. We 
Slian that these burds were sacred to 
:es, or household gods of the ancients, 
efore were preserved. They were 
I anciently as the nuntios of the 
The Rhodians are said to have had 
1 anniversary song to welcome in the 
Anacreon's Ode to that bird is 
wn. 

ford, in his " Nature's Secrets," p. 
I : '* Swallows flying low, and touch- 
vater often with their wings, presage 

) 

, in his '' Mag-astromancers posed 
zel'd,*' p. 181, takes notice, among 
n observations and superstitious omi- 
thereupoiiy ** the Swallows falling 
J chynmey." 

oyd's *' Strat£^ems of Jerusalem,^' 
d. 1602, p. 285, it is repeated that 
low is a classical bird of omen. " By 
3 lighting upon Pirrhus' tents, and 
upon the mast of Mar. Antonius' 
rling after Cleopatra to Egipt, the 
iis did prognosticate that Pirrhus 
e slaine at Argos in Greece, and Mar. 
I in Egipt.'" 

Howes,*' he adds, '' followed King 
oing with his army from Persia to 
as Ravens followed Alexander the 
returning from India and going to 
; but as the Magi tolde the Persians 
rus should die in Scyfbia, so the 
Q astrologei*s told the Macedonians 
Kaiider the Great, their king, should 
Sabilon, without any farther warrant 
le above Swallowes and Ravens.'' 
el Vallancey, in the thirteenth Num- 
I " Collectanea de Rebus Hibernicis," 
leaking of the Wren, the augur's &- 
>ird, says that ^^The Druids repre- 
is as the king of all birds. The su- 
is respect shown to tliis little bird 



gave offence to our first Christian Missiona- 
ries, and, by their commands, he u still hunted 
and killed by the peasants on Christmas Day, 
and on the following (St. Stephen's Day) he 
is carried about hung by the leg in the centre 
of two hoops crossing each other at right 
angles, and a procession made in every vil- 
lage, of men, women, and children, singing 
an Irish catch, importing him to be the king 
of all birds. Hence the name of this bird in 
all the European languages, — Greek, T^ix^St 
fiec^tXivs, Trochilus, Basileus'; Rex Avium, 
Senator ; Latin, Regulus ; French, Roytelef^ 
Berichot,(*) but Mrny this nation call him 
B<suf de Dieu I cannot conjecture; Welsh, 
Bren, King; Teutonic, Koning Vogel, King 
Bird ; Dutch, Konije, little King." (») 

In Sonnini's *^ Travels in Upper and Lower 
Egypt," translated irom the French, 4to. 
Lona. 1800, pp. 11, 12, we have the following 
account of *' Hunting the Wren :" 

''While I was at Le Ciotat (near Mar- 
seilles in France) the particulars of a singular 
ceremony were related to me, which takes 
place every year at the beginning of Nivose 
(the latter end of December) : a numerous 
body of men, armed with swords and pistols, 
set off in search of a very small bird whidi 
the ancients call Troglodytes (Motacella 
Troglodytes, L. Syst. Nat. edit. 13, Anglicd 
the common Wren\ a denomination retained 
by Guenau de Montbellard, in his ' Natural 
History of Birds.' When they have found 
it (a thing not difficult, because they always 
take oare to have one ready), it is suspended 
on the middle of a pole, which two men carry 
on their shoulders, as if it were a heavy burthen. 
This whimsical procession parades round the 
town ; the bird is weighed in a great pair of 
scales, and the company then sits down to 
table and makes merry. The name they give 
to the Troglodytes is not less curious than the 
kind of festival to which it gives occasion. 
They call it at La Ciotat, the Pole-oat, or 
Pere de la becasse (father of the woodcock), 
on account of the resemblance of its plumage 
to that of the woodcock, supposed by them 
to be engendered by the polecat, which is a 
great destroyer of birds, but which certainly 
produces none." 



NOTES TO SWALLOWS, MARTINS. WRBNS, LADT-BUGS, SPARROWS, 

AND TITMOL^S. 



(') A Note in Mr. Park's oopj of Bourne i 
and Brand, p. 92, taTf : ** Wboi a box, I 
lemember it was said, iu coosooaiice with the 
abcTe saperstition, that 

Tom Tit and Jenny If rem 

Were God Almighty's cock and hen : 

and therefore to be held sacred.** 

(*) In " Six Pastorals, &c, by George 
Smith, Landscape Painter, at Chichester, in 
Sussex,** 4to. Lond. 1770, p. 30, the foUow- 
ing occurs : 

** 1 found a Robins nett within our shed. 
And in the bam a H^ren has young ones 

bred. 
/ never take away their nest, nor try 
7b catch the old ones, lest a friend should 

die. 
Dick took a fVrens nest from his cottage 

side, 
jind ere a tivelvemonth past his mother dy^d ! " 

f *) " Sparrows," he adds, *' in the morning 
early, chirping, and making more noise than 
ordinary they use to do, foretells rain or 
wind ; the Tit-mouse, cold, if crying pincher." 
** Birds in general that do frequent trees and 
bushes, if they do fly of^en out, and make 
quick returns, expect some bad weather to 
follow soon after/' 

Alexander Ross, in his Appendix to the 
''Arcana Microcosm),'' p. 219, informs us that 
'Mn this land, of late years, our present mise- 
ries and unnatural wars have been forewarned 
by aimies of Swallows, Martins, and other 
birds, fighting against one another.'* 

(*) Berchot is rendered in Cotgrave's Dic- 
tionary of Old French, " the little Wrenne, 
our Ladies henne." In the " Livre vii. de la 
Nature des Oyseaux, par P. Belon," fol. Par. 
1555, p. 342, we read : 

*' Due Hoytelet. Les Grecs I'ont ancicnne- 
incnt nonim6 Trochylos, Presuis, ou Basi- 
leus, et les Latins Trochylus, Senator, Regu- 
lus. 11 est diversement nonini6 en Francoys : 
car les uns dient le Hoy Bertauld. les autres 
un Btrichot, les autres un Bcpuf de Dieu." 
** Aristote dit, que jrource qu*il est nommu 



Senatenr & Rot, il a combat centre 1 Aigle. 
Le RoTtelet de si petite stature fait nuisance 
i r Ai«le, qui mwstrise toots autres Oywaux. 
Id5,oid«ippc«then«neof«Troglodytes, 

c'ertidire.enti«rt.e«Cayeme8.-frointbe p 
nature of Ais birds nest, which Belon rtius ^ 
describes : " La structure da md de ce Roy- 
telet, tel qu*n le fait commonement i la cou- 
verture de chaume, qui dedens qudque pertuis 
de Muraille est compos* en forme ovale, 
convert dessus, et dcssous, n> laissant qu un 
seul moult petit pertuis, par lequd il y peult 

entrer " 

Pliny says : " Dissident— Aquilae & Tro- 
chilus, si credimus, quoniam Rex appellatur 
Avium." edit Hardum. i. 582, 27. 

He further tells us what a smgular office the 
Wren performs in Egypt to the Crocodile : 

" Hunc (i. e. Crocodilum) saturum Cibo 
piscium, et semper esculento Ore, in litore 
somno datum, parva Avis, quae Trocbilos ibi 
vocantur, Rex avium in Italia, mvitat ad 
hiandum pabuli sui gratia, os primum ejus 
assultim repurgans, mox dentes, et iiitus 
fauces quoque ad banc scabendi dulcedinem 
quam maxime hiantes." 

(*) Mr. Gregory informed me. May 23, 
1805, that in Ireland they still go out on St. 
Stephen's Day to hunt the Wren. J. B. 

Aubrey, in his « Miscellanies," 2nd edit. 
8vo. p. 45, having mentioned the last battle 
fought in the North of Ireland between the 
Protestants and the Papists, in Glinsuly, iu 
the county of Donegal, says : 

" Near the same place a party of the Pro- 
testants had been surprised sleeping by the 
Popish Irish, were it not for several H^retis 
that just wakened them by dancing and peck- 
ing on the drums as the enemy were ap- 
proaching. For this reason the wild Irish 
mortally hate these birds to this*day, calling 
them the Devil's Ser\'ants, and killing them 
wherever they can catch them; they teach 
their children to tlirust them fiill of thorns ; 
you'll see sometimes on holidays a whole 
parish running like madmen from hedge to 
hedge a Hren-huntiny,'' 
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HAEE, WOLF, or SOW, crossing the way, &c. &c. 



Bishop Hall, in bis " Characters of Ver- 
tues aud Vices/* so often cited, speaks of this 
superstition when treating of the superstitious 
man, observing that " if but a Hare crosse him 
in the way, ho retumes/' 

Melton, too, in his *' Astrologaster," p. 45, 
informs us that " it is very ill lucke to have 
a Hare cross one in the high way/* Burton, 
also, in his " Anatomy of Melancholy," edit. 
4to. 1621, p. 214, observes, <* There is a feare 
which is commonly caused by prodigies and 
dismall accidents, which much troubles many 
of us, as if a Hare crosse the way at our going 
forth, &c.** The omen of the Hare crossing 
Ihe way occurs with others in the old play of 
the " Dumb Knight," by I^wis Machin, 
act iy. sc 1, in a passage already quoted. 
It is found also in Ellison's '< Trip to Ben- 
weU," Ix.: 

** Nor did we meet, with nimble feet, 
One little fearful Lepus, 
That certain sign, as some divine, 
Of fortune bad to keep us." (*) 

The ancient Britons made use of Hares for 
the purposes of divination. (■) They were 
never killed for the table. Tis perhaps from 
hence (hat they have been accounted ominous 
by the vulgar. See Csesar's "Commenta- 
ries," p. 89. 

I find the following in " A Help to Dis- 
course," 12mo. Lond. 1633, p. 340 : " Q. 
"Wherefore hath it anciently beene accounted 
good lucke, if a Wolfe croste our tvay^ (') 
but ill luck if a Hare crosse it? — A, Our an- 
cestors, in times past, as they were merry 
conceited, so were they witty : and thence it 
grew that they held it good lucke if a Wolf 
crest the way and was gone without any more 
danger or trouble; but ill luck, if a Hare 
crost and escaped them, that they had not 
taken her.*' 

Grose tells us, '' If going on a journey on 
business a Sow cross the road, you will pro- 
bably meet with a disappointment, if not a 



bodily accident, before you return home. To 
avert this, you must endeavour to prevent her 
crossing you : and if that cannot be done you 
must ride round on fresh ground ; if the Sow 
is with her litter of pigs, it is lucky, aud de- 
notes a successful journey." 

According to the following passage in El- 
lison's "Trip to Benwell,** lix., it should 
seem that Swine ap])earing in sight, in travel- 
ling, was an omen of good luck : 

** Neither did here 
In sight appear 

Of Swine, foul, dreadful nomen; 
Which common Fame 
Will oft proclaim 

Of luck, dire, wretched omen."(*) 

The meeting of a Weasel is a bad omen. 
See Congreve's comply of" Love for I^ve."(*) 

Melton, in his " Astrologaster," p. 46, says : 
" 16. That it is a very unfortunate thing for a 
man to mcete early in a morning an illfa- 
voured Man or W oman, a rough-footed Hen, 
a shag-Iiaird Dog, or a black Cat." 

Shaw, in his " History of Moray," tells us 
that the ancient Scots much regarded omens 
in their expeditious: an armed man meeting 
them was a good omen : (^) if a woman 
bare-foot crossed the road before them, they 
seized her and fetched blood from her fore- 
head : if a Deer, Fox, Hare, or any beast of 
game appeared, and they did not kill it, it 
was an unlucky omen. 

In " Secret Memoirs of the late Mr. Duncan 
Campbell," 8vo. Lond. 1732, p. 61, we read : 
" Some will defer going abroad, though called 
by business of the greatest consequence, if on 
going out they are met by a person who has 
file misfortune to squint. This turns them 
immediately back, and, perhaps, by delaying 
till another time what requires an immediate 
despatch, the affair goes wrong, and the omeu 
is indeed fulfilled, which, but for the super- 
stition of the observer, would have been of no 
efifect.»* 
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NOTES TO HARE, WOLF, OR SOW, &c. 



We gather from a remarkable book euti- 
tied <- The Schoolemaster, or Teacher of Table 
Philowpbj," 4lo. Loud. 15S3, b. iv. cap. 8, 



that in the ages of chivalry it was thought 
milucky to meet with a priest, if a man were 
going forth to war or a Ummament. {^) - 



NOTES TO H ARF, WOLF, OR SOW, crossing the way, &c. &c. 



(1) '* Alex, ab Alexandre,'' lib. v. c. 13, 
p. 685, has the following pwsage : " Lepus 
quoque occurreiu in Via, infortunatum iter 
prssagit et ominosum.'' 

In Bebelii "Facetiae," edit.4to. 1516, sig. 
E iij., we read: *^Vetiis est sunerttitio et 
falsa Credulitas rusticomm, ut si cui maxik 
lepus transrerso itinere obvius veneii^ malum 
aliquid illi hoc die portendi." 

Gaiile, in his ^^ Mag-^utromancers posed 
and puzzel'd/' p. 181, ranks amcmg vain ob- 
servations and superstitious ominations there- 
upon, '* A Hare crossing the way*' — as also 
** the Swine grunting." 

Bamesey, in his '^ Elminthologia," 8vo. 
Lond. 1668, p. 271, speaking of superstitious 
persons, says : <* If an Hare do but cross their 
way, they suspect they shall be rob'd^ or come 
to some mischance forthwith.^* 

Mason, in "The Auaiomie of Sorcerie," 
4to. Lond. 1612, p. 85, enumerates among 
the superstitious persons of his age those who 
prognosticate '*some misfortune if a Hare do 
crosse a man." 

Sir Thomas Browne tells us, " if a Hare 
cross tlie highway there are few above three 
score years that are not perplexed thereat, 
which, notwithstanding, is but an augurial 
terror, according to that received expression, 
' Inauspicatum dat iter oblatus lepus.' And 
the ground of the conceit was probably no 
greater than this, that a fearful animal passing 
by us portended unto us something to be 
feared : as, upon the like consideration, the 
meeting of a Fox presaged some future im- 
posture. These good or bad signs, sometimes 
succeeding according to fears or desires, have 
left impressions and timorous expectations 
in credulous minds for ever." 

The superstitious notion of a Hare crossing 
At* root) iH'Wff an Jll omen is prevalent in 



Hungary : see Dr.Townson's '^Travels in Hun- 
gary." He says : " This superstition is very 
ancient, and is mentioned in a very old Latin 
treatise called < Lagrographie,' 4to. Edinb. 
1797." 

Dr. Nathaniel Home, in bis '^Daemono- 
logie," 8vo. Lond. 1650, p. 60, says : << If aa 
Haure, or the like creature, cross the way where 
one is going, it is Tthey say) a signe of very ill 
luck. In so mucn as some in company with 
a woman great with childe, have, upon the 
crossing of such creatures, cut txe tome some 
of the clothes off that woman with childe, 
to prevent (as they imagine) the ill ludk that 
might befall her. I know I tell you most 
true; and I hope in such a subject as this, 
touching these superstitions, I shall not offend 
in acquainting you with these particulars." 

(«) Borlase, in his " Antiq. of Cornwall," 
p. 135, tells us of *< a remarkable way of di- 
vining related of Boadicea, Queen of the Bri- 
tons — when she had harangued her soldiers 
to spirit them up against the Romans, she 
opened her bosom and let go a Hare, which 
she had there concealed, that the augurs 
might thence proceed to divine. The frighted 
animal made such turnings and windings in 
her course, as, according to the then ndes of 
judging, prognosticated happy success. The 
joyful multitude made loud huzias, Boadicea 
seized the opportunity, approved their ardour, 
led them straight to dieir enemies, and gained 
the victory." 

(*) Lupton, in his third book of " Notable 
Things'' (edit. 8vo. 1660, p. 52), 5, says : 
*< Plinie reports that men in antient times did 
fasten upon the gates of their towns the heads 
of M'olves, thereby to put away witchery, sor- 
cery, or enchantment; which many hunters 
observe or do at this day, but to what use 
they know not*** 
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Wereufels says, p. 7 : '' When the supersti- 
tioiu person goes abroad he is not so much 
afraid of the teeth as the unexpected sight of a 
Wolf, lest he should deprive him of bis speech/^ 

(^) The following is from a rare collection 
in black letter, which lias been already quoted 
more than once, entitled ''Wits, Fits, and 
Fancies," 4to. : " A plaine country vicar per- 
swaded his parishioners, in all their troubles 
and adversities, to call upoo God, and thus be 
said : ' There is (dearlie beloved) a certaine 
familiar beast amongst you called a Hogge ; 
see you not how toward a storme or tempest it 
crieth evermore, Ourgh, Ourgh f So must you 
likewise, in all your eminent troubles and 
dangers, say to yourselves, Lourghd, Lourghd, 
helpe me/ " 

(*) In "Secret Memoirs of the late Mr. 
Duncan Campbell,^ 8vo. 1732^ p. 60, we read : 
'' I have known people who have been put into 
such terrible apprehensions of death 6y the 
sqtuaking of a JVeatel^ as have been very near 
bringing on them the fate they dreaded.'* 

In <« Dives and Pauper,'' fol. 1493, the 
firste precepte, chap. 46 : *' Some man badde 
levyr to mete with a Fkoude or a Frogge in 
the way than with a knight or a squier, or with 
any man of religion, or of holy churche, for 
than they say and leve that they shal have gold. . 
For sumtyme after the metyng of a Frogge or 
a Tode they have resceyved golde — ^wele I 
wote that they ressey ve golde of men or of 
wymen, but natof Frogges ne of Todes, but it 
be of the Devel in lyknesse of a Frogge or a 
Tode — ^theie labowrers, delvers, and dykers, 
that moost mete with Frogges and Todes, been 
fulle pore comonly and but men paye them 
their hyre, they have lytel or nought." 

Willsford, in his " Nature's Secrets," 8vo. 
Lond. 1658, p. 130, tells us : '' Beasts eatmg 
greedily, and more than they use to do, pre- 
notes foul weather; and all small cattel, that 
seeme to rejoyce with playing and sporting 
themselves, foreshews rain. 

*' Oxen and all kind of Neat, if you do at 
any time observe them to hold up their heads, 
and snuffle in the air, or lick their hooves, or 
their bodies against the hair, expect then rainy 
weather. 

'^ Asses or Mules, ruining often their eart, 
or braying much more than usually they are 
accustomed^ presages rain. 



" Hogs crying and running unquietly up 
and down, with hay or litter in their monthly 
fordhews a storm to be near at hand. 

'' Moles plying their works, in undermining 
the earth, foreshews rain ; but if they do for- 
sake their trenches and creep above ground in 
summer time, it is a sign of hot weaker ; but 
when on a suddain they doe forsake the val- 
leys and low grounds, it foreshews a flood 
neer at hand ; but their coming into meddows 
presages fair weather, and for certain no flood?. 

" The little sable beast (called a Flea), if 
much thirsting after blood, it argues rain. 

" The lamentable croaking of Frogs more 
than ordinary does denote rainy weather. 

" Glow-Worms, Snayles, and all such crea- 
tures, do appear most against fair weather ; but 
if Worms come out of the earth much in the 
day-time it is a presage of wet weather ; but in 
the summer evenmgs it foreshews dewy nights^ 
and hot days to follow." 

r^) Gaule, in his ** Mag-astromancers posed 
ana puzzeVd,'' p. 312, mentions this super- 
stition : ^< Meeting of monks is commonly ac- 
counted as an ill omen, and so much the 
rather if it be early in the morning : because 
these kind of men live for the most part by 
the suddain death of men ; as vultures do by 
slaughters." 

The following occurs in Pet. Moliusei 
** Vates,' 'p. 1 54 : *' Si egredienti domo summo 
mane primus occurrit ^thiops, aut claudus, 
ominosum est.'' *^Ex quibuslibet rebus Su- 
perstitio captat Auguria, casum vertens in 
Omen." 

(7) Gaule, in his ** Mag-astromancers posed 
and puzzel'd," p. 181, holds it as a vain ob- 
servation " to bode good or bad luck from the 
rising up on the right or leftside ; from lifting 
the left leg over the threshold, at first going 
out of doors; from the meeting of a b^gar or 
a priest the first in a morning ; the meeting of 
a virgin or a harlot first ; tiie running in of 
a child betwixt two friends ; the justling one 
another at unawares; one treading upon ano- 
ther's toes ; to meet one fasting that is lame, 
Qr defective in any member ; to wash in the 
same water after another." 

The following superstitions among the Ma- 
labrians are related in Phillips's account of 
them, Jl2mo. 1717: *'Itis interpreted as a 
very badi «v^ \X ^VKwAxs^axv^ ^^x'^ssCxsv^^st '^ 
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THE OWL. 



wasberwomaD, meets one in the way ; at also 
when one meets a man with an empty panel, 
or when one sees an oil mill, or if a man meets 
us with his head uncovered, or when one hears 
a weeping voice, or sees a Fox crossing (he 
way, or a Dog running on his right hand, or 
when a poor man meets us in our way, or when 
a Cat crosses our way : mbreover, when any 



earthen-pot maker or widow meets us, we in- 
terpret it in the worst sense ; when one sprains 
his foot, falls on his head, or is called back ; 
presently the professors of prognostication are 
consulted, and they turn to the proper chapter 
for such a sign, and give the interpretatioa 
of it." 



THE OWL. 



"If an Owl,** says Bourne, p. 71, " which 
IS reckoned a most abominable and unlucky 
bird, send forth its hoarse and dismal voice, it 
is an omen of the approach of some terrible 
thing: that some dire calamity and some 
great misfortune is near at hand." This omen 
occurs in Chaucer : 

''The jelous Swan, ayenst hys deth that 
singeth. 
The OuU eke, that of deth the bode bring- 
eth." 

Assembly of Foules, fol. 235. 

It is thus mentioned by Spenser : 

'^ The rueful Strich still wayting on the beere. 
The whistler shril, that whoso heares doth 
die." 

Pennant, in his ** Zoology," vol. i. p. 202, 
informs us tiiat the appearance of the Eagle 
Owl in cities was deemed an unlucky omen. 
Rome itself once underwent a lustration, be- 
cause one of them strayed into the Capitul.(') 
The ancients held them in the utmost abhor- 
rence,(*) and thought them, like the Screech 
Owl, the messengers of death. Pliny styles 
it, *' Bubo funehtfis et Noctis monstrum.'\*) 
Thus also Virgil, in the lines already quoted 
from Armstrong's ** History of Minorca,*' in a 
former page. 

Speaking of the tawny Owl, p. 20S 



I 



Pennant observes : '^ This is what we call the 
Screech Owl, to which the folly of superstition 
had given the power of presaging death by its 

cries."(*) 

The <| Spectator" says tiiat a Screech Owl 
at midnight has alarmed a family more dian 
a band of robbers.^') And as Grose tells us, a 
Screech Owl flappmg its wings against the win- 
dows of a sick person's chamber, or screeching 
at them, portends that some one of the family 
shall shortly die. 

Moresin, in his " Papatus,*' p. 21, mentions 
among omens the hooting of Owls in passing : 
'* Bubonum bubulatum in transitu." 

Shakspeare, in his "Julius CsBsar," acti. 
8c. 6, has the following passage : 

" The Bird of Night did sit 
Ev'n at nocm-day upon the market-place 
Houting and sfariekmg.'*(* j 

The noise of the Owl, as a foretokening of 
iU, is also mentioned- in ** Six Pastorals, &c, 
by George Smith, I^dscape Painter, at Chi- 
chester, in Sussex," 4to. Loud. 1770, p. 33 : 

*' Within my cot, where quiet gave me rest. 
Let the dread Screech Owl build her luuted 

nest. 
And from my window o'er the country send 
Her midnight screams to bode my latter 

etMi." 
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(>) Thva Butler, in his « Hudibras," p, ii. 
canto iii. 1. 707 : 

*' The Roman Senate, when within 
The city walls an Owl was seen, 
Did cause their clergy with lustrations 
(Our Synod calls humiliations) 
The round-fac'd prodigy f avert 
From doing town and country hurt." 

'' According to the author of the ' ^neid,* 
the solitary Owl foretold the tragical end of 
the unhappy Dido." See Macaulay's '^St 
Kilda," p. 176. <* Suetonius," he tells us, 
*' who took it into his head to relate all the 
imaginary prodigies that preceded the deaths 
of his twelve Caesars, never misses an oppor- 
tunity so favourable of doing justice fo the 
prophetical character of some one bird or 
other. It is surprising that Tacitus should 
have given into the same folly." 

(*) Thus « Alex, ab Alexandro," lib. v. c. 
13, p. 680 : ^ Mazime vero abominatus est 
Bubo, tristis et dira Avis, voce funesta et ge- 
mitu, qui formidolosa, dirasque necessitates 
et magnos moles instare portendit." 

Macaulay, above quoted, p. 171, observes : 
'* On the unmeaning actions or idleness of 
such silly birds; on their silence, singing, 
chirping, chattering, and croaking ; on their 
feeding or abstinence; on their flying to the 
right hand or left — was founded an art : which 
from a low and simple beginning grew to an 
immense height, and gained a surprising de- 
gree of credit in a deluded world." 

C) The Owl is called also, by Pliny, " in- 
auspicata et funebris Avis :" by Ovid, " di- 
rum Mortalibus omen :'' by Lucan, ^' sinister 
Bubo:" and by Claudian,/'infe8tus Bubo." 

In Petri Molinsei " Vates," p. 154, we read : 
*' Si Noctua sub noctem audiatur, ominosum 
est." 

In Bartholomeeus, *' De Proprietatlbus Re- 
rum,** by Berthelet, fol. 166, b, is the follow- 
ing : " Of the Oule. Divynours telle that 
tliey betokyn evyll ; for if the Owle be seen 
in a citie, it signifyeth distruccion and waste, 



as Isidore sayth. The cryenge of the Owle 
by nyght tokeneth deathe, as divinours con- 
jecte and deme." 

Gaule, in his " Mag-astromancers posed and 
nuzserd," p. 181, does not omit, in his Cata- 
logue of vain Observations and superstitious 
Ominations thereupon, " The Owles scritch- 
ing. 

(*) " When Screech Owls croak upon the chim- 
ney tops. 

* * * * * 

It's certain then you of a corse shall hear.** 
Reed's Old Plays, vol. vi. p. 357. 

Alexander Ross informs us, in his Appendix 
to the "Arcana Microcosmi,*' p. 218, that 
** Lampridius and Marcellinus, among other 
prodigies which presaged the death of Valen- 
tinian, the Emperor, mention an Owle which 
sate upon the top of the house where he used 
to batne, and could not thence be driven away 
with stones. Julius Obsequens (in his ' Book 
of Prodigies,' c. 85) shewes that a little before 
the death of Commodus Antoninus, the Em- 
peror, an Owle was observed to sit upon the 
top of his chamber, both at Rome and at Ia- 
nuvium. Xiphilinus, speaking of the prodi- 
gies that went before the death of Augustus, 
says, that the Owl sung upon the top of the 
Curia. He shews, also, that the Actian War 
was presignified by the flying of Owls into the 
Temple of Concord. In the year 1542, at Her- 
bi polls, or Wirtzburg, in Franconia, this un- 
lucky bird, by his scrieching songs, affrighted 
the citizens a long time together, and imme- 
diately followed a great plague, war, and 
other calamities. About twenty years ago I 
did observe that in the house where I lodged, 
an Owl, groaning in the window, presaged the 
death of two eminent persons, who died there 
shortly after." 

(*) In " More Knaves yet. The Knaves of 
Spades and Diamonds, with new Additions,** 
4to. Lond. (date cut off), I find the following 
account of " The Countary Cunning Man :*' 
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RAVENS, CROWS, WOODPECKERS, Ac 



** Wise Gosling did but hear the Scrlch Owie 

crie. 
And told his wife, and straight a pigge did 

die. 
Another time (after that scurvie Owle) ^■ 
When Ball, his dog, at twelve o'clocke did 

bowle. 
He jogg'd his wife, and ill lucl^e, Madge 

did say, 
Aiid Fox by moniing stole a Gooae away. 
Besides, he knowes foule weather, raine, or 

haile, 
Ev'n by the wagging of his dan Cowe's taile. 
When any tlieeves his Hens and Duckes 

pursew. 
He knowes it by the candles burning blew. 
Or if a Raven cry just o*re his head. 
Some in the towne have lost their maiden- 
head. 
For losse of cattell and for fugitives. 
Hell find out with a sive and rustie knives. 
His good daies are \ihen*s chaffer is well sold, 
And bad daies when his wife doth braule 

and scold.'^ 

Willsford, in his "Nature's Secrets,'' p. 
134, says ; " Owls whooping after sun-set, and 
in the night, foreshews a fair day to ensue ; but 
if she names herself in French (Huette) ex- 
pect then fickle and unconstant weather, but 
most usually rain." 

Mason, in the ** Anatomic of Sorcerie,'* 4to. 
Lond. 1612, p. 85, ridicules the superstition 
of those persons of his age, that are *'the 
markers of the flying or noise of foules : as 
tbey which prognosticate death by the croak- 
ing of Ravens, or the hideous crying of Owles 
in the night.'' 

Marston, in " Antonio and Mellida \^ Works, 
8vo. Lond. 1633, gignat. F, says : 

** 'Tis yet dead night, yet all the earth is 
cloucht 
In the dull leaden hand of snoring sleepe : 



No breath disturbs the quiet of the aire, 
No spirit moves upon the breast of earth. 
Save howling Dogs, N^t Crowet, and 

Mcreechimy Owles, 
Save meager Ghosts, Piero, and blacke 

Thoughts.'' 

(•) Ui>on which Grey, in bis Notes on 
Shakspeare, vol. ii. p. I7d, obaenres ; ** Ro- 
mani L. Crasso Sl C. Maccio Coss. bnbone 
viso lustrabaiit" See a remarkable account 
of an Owle that disturbed Pope John XXIV. 
at a council held at Rome. Faecic. Rer. ex- 
petendar. & fogieudar. p. iOSL Brown's edit. 

The following is an answer to a query in the 
"Athenian Oracle," vol. i. p. 45: •*Wby 
Rats, Toads, Ravens, Screech Owls^ Ac, aie 
ominous; and how tiiey come to fcneknoir 
fatal events r'—** Had the Querist said an- 
hxcky instead of ominom he might easily have 
met with satisfiiction : a Rat is soy becaost he 
destroys many a good Cheshire cheese, &c 
A Toad is unlucky, because it peisens (later 
discoveries in natural history deny this). As 
for Ravens and Screech Owls, they are jost as 
unlucky as Cats, when about their ooortship, 
because they make an ugly noise, which dis- 
turbs their neighbourhood. The instinct of 
Rats leaving an old ship, is, because they 
cannot be dry in it, and an old house, because, 
perhaps, they want victuals. A Raven is 
much such a prophet as onr conjurors or al- 
manack makers, foretelling things i^er they 
are come to pass : they follow great armies, as 
Vultures, not as foreboding battle, but for 
the dead men, dogs, horses, &c., which (espe* 
cially in a march) must daily be left behind 
them. But the foolish observationa made on 
their croaking befV>re deatii, ftc, are ISor the 
most part pure humour, and have no grounds 
besides foolish tradition, or a sickly imagina- 
tion." 



EAVENS, CROWS, WOODPECKERS, KITES, CRANES, 

HERONS. 



Pennant, in his ** Zoology," vol. i. p. 219, 
says that "a vulgar respect is paid to the 
Jiavei), as being the bird appointed by heaven 



to feed the prophet Elijah, when he fled from 
the rage of Ahab." 



NOTES TO RAVENS, CROWS, WOODPECKERS, &c. 



Ill 



Moresiu includes the croaking of Ravens 
among Omens.(') 

Bishop Hall, in his '' Charaoters of Vortaes 
and Vices,^^ p. 87, speaking of the superstitious 
man, tells us, <* that if he heare but a Raren 
croke from die next roofe he makes his will.** 
He mentions also a Crow crying even or odd. 
'' He listens in the morning whether the Crow 
crieth even or odd, and by that token pre- 
aageth the weather.** 

The following lines are found in Spenser : 

" The ill-&c*d Owle, death^s dreadftil mes- 
senger; 
The hoane night Raren, trompe of doleful 
diecre.**^ 

Ptanant, in his " Zoology,** ut supra, p. 
220, making of the Carrion Crow, tells us, 
^Virgil says that its croaking forebpded rain. 
It was also thought a bird of bad omen, 
especially if it happened to be seen on the 
left hand: 
' Ssepe sinistra cava prasdixit ab ilice Cor- 



nix. 



9 »» 



Thus also Butler, in his '^ Hudibras:" 

*' Ifl it not om*nous in all countries 
When Ciows and Ravens croak upon trees V 

Part ii. canto ill. 1.707. 



If a Crow cry, saysDouroe, p. 70, it por- 
tends some evil. 

In Willsford's** Nature's Secrets,* » p. 133, 
we read : " Ravens and Crows, when they do 
make a hoarse, hollow, and sorrowful njise, 
as if they sobbed, it presages foul weather ap- 
proaching. Crows flocking together iu great 
companies, or calling early iu the m.^niinp^ 
with a full and clear voice, or at any tima of 
the day gaping against the sun, foreshews liot 
and d^ weather : but if at the brink of ponds 
they do wet their heads, or stalk into the 
water, or cry much towards the evening, are 
signs of rain. (') 

"The Wood-peck EB*s cry denotes wet. 

^BuzARDs, or Kites, when they do soar 
very high and much to lessening themselves, 
making many plains to and again, foreshews 
hot weather, and that the lower region of the 
air is inflamed, which for coolnesse makes 
them ascend. (*) 

<' Craites soaring aloft, and quietly in the 
air, foreshews fair weather; but if they do 
make much noise, as consulting which way to 
go, it foreshews a storm that's neer at hand. 

** Herons, in the evening, flying up and 
down, as if doubtful where to rest, presages 
some evill approaching weather. **(*) 



NOTES TO RAVENS, CROWS, WOODPECKERS, KITES, CRANES, HERONS. 



(') " Corvorum crocitatum super tecto."* Pa- 
patus, p. 21. Gay, too, in his pastoral called 
Tlie Dirge, has noted this omen : 

« Tbe boding Raven on her cottage sat. 
And, with hoarse croakings, wara'd us of 
oar &te.** 

(«) So, in Shakspeare*s « Othello :'* 

— ** O it comes o'er my memory 
As doth the Raven, o*er the infected house, 
Boding to alL" 

So, again, in the Second Part of "Antonio 
and Mellida ;** Marston's Works, 8vo. Lond. 
1633, signat H: 

** Now barkes the Wolfe against the full 

checkt moone. 
Now Lyons halfe-clam*d entrals roore for food. 



Now croaks the Toad, and Ni^hi Crowes 

screech aloud. 
Fluttering *bout casements of departing soules. 
Now gapes the graves, and through their 

yawnes let loose 
Imprisoned spirits to revisit earth." 

The following passages from old English 
Poets on this subject are found in Poole's 
*< English Parnassus,** v. Omens. 

** Ravens, 

which seldom boding good 

Croak their black auguries from some 
dark wood.** 

And again : 

" Night Jars and Ravens, with wide stretched 

throats, 
From yews and hollies send theb baleful 

notes— 
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NOTES TO RAVENS, CROWS, WOODPECKERS, ftc 



Tlie om'ooas Raren with a difinal chear 
Through his hoone beak of following 
horror telli, 

RqjeUinff strange imaginary fear, 

With heaTj echus like to Passing Bells.** 

Alexander Ross informs us that *' hy Ravens, 
l>oth puhlick and private calamities and 
death have been portended. Jovianus Pon- 
taiius relates two terrible skirmishes l>etween 
the Ravens and the Kites in the fields lying be- 
tween Beneventum and Apicium, which prog- 
nosticated a great battle that was to be fought 
in those fields. Nicetas speaks of a skirmish 
between the Crowes and Ravens, presignifying 
the irruption of the Scythians into Thracia.** 
Appendix to ** Arcana Microcosmi," p. 219. 
He adds, p. 220, " Private men have bfeen 
forewarned of their death by Ravens. I havie 
Dot only heard and read, but have likewise 
observed divers times. A late example I 
have of a young gentleman, Mr. Draper, my 
intimate friend, wiio, about five or six years 
ago, being then in the flower of his age, had, on 
a sudden, one or two Ravens in his chamber, 
which had been quarrelling upon the top of 
the chimney ; these he apprehended as mes- 
sengers of his death, and so they were ; for he 
died shortly after. Cicero was forewarned, by 
the noise and fluttering of Ravens about him, 
that his end was near. He that employed a 
Raven to be the feeder of Elias, may employ 
the same bird as a messenger of death to 
others. We read in histories of a Crow in 
Trajan's time that in the Capitoll spoke (in 
Greek) all things shall be well." 

Macaulay, in his *• History of St. Kilda,** 
p. 165, tells us: "The truly philosophical 
manner in which the great Latin poet lias ac- 
counted fur the joyful croakings of the Raven 
species, upon a favourable chaunge of weather, 
will in my apprehension (see *Georgics,' b. 
i. V. 410, &c.) point out at the same time the 
true natural causes of that spirit of divination, 
with regard to storms of wnid, rain, or snow, 
by which the Sea-gull, Tulmer, Cormorant, 
Heron, Crow, Plover, and. other birds, are ac- 
tuated sometime before tlje chun},'e comes on." 
He observes, p. 171: "Of inspired birds, 
Ravens were accounted the most [)roplietical. 
Accordingly, in tlie language of that district, 
to have the foresight of a UaVenjistothis day a 



proverbial expression, denoting a preternatural 
sagacity in predicting fortuitous events. In 
Greece and Italy, Ravens were sacred to 
Apollo, the great patron of augurs, and were 
caJled companions and attendants of that god."* 
Ibid. p. 176 : be says that, <* accord mg to some 
writers, a great number of Crows fluttered 
about Cicero's head on the very day he was 
murdered by the ungrateful Popilius Laenas, 
as if to warn him of his approaching fate; 
and that one of them, after having made its 
way into his chamber, pulled away his very 
bed-clothes, from a solicitude for his safety." 
Bartholomsus, ** De Proprietatibns," by 
Berthelet, 27th Hen. VIII. fol. 168 b, says: 
" And as divinours mene the Uaven bath a 
maner virtue of meanyng and tokenynge of 
divination. And tlierefore among nations, 
the Raven among fbulei was hidowed to 
Apollo, as Mercius saythe." 

(') Gaule, in his '* Mag-astromancen 
posed and puzzeVd,** p. 181, inserts among 
vain Observations and superstitious Omina- 
tions thereupon, "A Crow lighting on the 
riglit hand or the left." 

In the Earl of Northampton's " Defensative 
against the Poyson of supposed Prophe- 
sies," 4to. Lond. 1583, signat. T2b, we read; 
" The flight of many Crowes uppon the left 
side of the campe made the Romans very 
much afrayde of some badde lucke : as if the 
greate God Jupiter had nothing else to doo 
(sayd Cameades) but to dry ve Jacke Dawes 
in a flocke together.** 

Bartholomseus says, fol. 168, of the Crowe — 
^^Divynourstell, thatshe taketh hedeofspienges 
and awaytynges, and teacheth and sneweth 
wayes, and wameth what shal fal. But it is 
ful unleful to beleve, that God sheweth his 
prevy counsayle to Crowes as Isidore sayth. 
Among many divynacions divynours meane 
that Crowes token reyne with gredynge and 
cryenge, as this verse meaneth, 

' Nunc plena Comix pluviam vocat improba 



I 



voce 



.» 



that is to understonde, 

* Nowe the Crowe calleth reyne with an 
eleynge voyce.* *' 

In the Supplement to the " Athenian Ora- 
cle," p. 476, we are informed that " people 
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pn^[nosticate a great famine or mortality 
when great flocks of Jays and Crows forsake 
die woods ; because these melancholy birds, 
bearing the characters of Saturn, the author of 
famine and mortality, hare a very early per- 
ception of the bad disposition of that planet." 
In the ** Secret Memoirs of Mr. Duncan 
Campbell," p. 60, it is said : " Some will defer 
going abroad, though called by business of 
the greatest consequence, if, happening to 
look out of the window, they see a single 
Crow." 

Ramesey, in his ^' Elminthologia,'^ 8vo. 
Lond. 1668, p. 271, says : ** If a Crow fly but 
over the house and croak thrice, how do they 
fear, they, or some one else in the family, shall 
die?" 

(^) In the Dialogue of " Dives and Pau- 
per,*^ fol. 1493, first precepte, 46th chapter, 
we read : *' Some bileve that yf the Kyte or 
the Puttock fle ovir the way afore them that 
they should fare wel that daye, for sumtyme 
they have farewele after that they see the 
Puttock so fleynge; and soo they falle iu 
wane by leve and thanke thePuttocke of their 



welfare and nat God, but suche foles take 
none hede howe often men mete with the Put- 
tok so fleynge and yet they tare uevir the 
better : fur there is no folk Uiat mete so oft 
with the Puttoke so fleynge as they that 
begge their mete from dore to dore." 

(*) Nash, iu his ** Christ's Teares over Je- 
rusalem," 4to. Lond. 1613, p. 185, speaking 
of the plague in London, says, " Tlie vulgar 
menialty conclude therefore it is like to en- 
crease, because a Uearnshaw (a whole after- 
noone together) sate on the top of Saint Pe- 
ter's church in Comehill. They talk of an 
Oxe that told the bell at Wolwitch, and bow 
from an Oxe he transformed himselfe to an old 
man, and from an old man to an infant, abd 
from an infant to a young man. Strange pro- 
phetical reports (as touching the sicknes) they 
mutter he gave out, when in truth they are 
nought els but cleanly coined lies, which 
some pleasant sportive wits have devised to 
gull them most grossely.*' 

Werenfels says, p. 6, '* If the superstitions 
man has a desire to know how many years he 
has to live, he will enquire of the CircKOW." 



MAGPIES, GEESE, PEACOCKS, DOVES, JACKDAWS, 
DUCKS, CORMORANTS, and SEA-GULLS. 



The chattering of a Magpie is ranked by 
Bourne, p. 71, among Omens.(^) It is un- 
lucky, says Grose, to see first one Magpie, and 
then more : but to see two^ denotes marriage or 
merriment ; three, a successful journey ; four, 
an unexpected piece of good news ; five, you 
will shortly be m a great company. 

The ancient augurs foretold things to come 
by the chirping or singing of certain birds, 
the Crow, Ac Pye, the Chough, &c. : hence 
perhaps the observation, frequent in the mouths 
of old women, that when the Pye chatters we 
shall have strangers. 

It is very observable, that, according to 
Lambarde, in his "Topographical Diction- 
ary," p. 260, Editha persuaded her husband 
to build a monastery at Oseney, near Oxford, 
upon the chattering of Pies. Magpies are 
ranked among Omena by Shakspeare. (") Regi- 

VOL, III, 



nald Scot, in his " Discovery of Witchcraft," 
p. 95, says, that to prognosticate that guests 
approach to your house, upon the chattering 
of Pies or Haggisters (Haggister in Kent sig- 
nifies a Magpie) is altogether vanity and 
superstition. 

In Lancashire, among the vulgar, it is ac- 
counted very unlucky to see two Magpies 
(called there Pynots, in Northumberland Py- 
anots) together : thus, iu Tim Bobbin's '" Lan- 
cashire Dialect," 8vo. 1775, p. 31, "Isaigh 
two rott'n Pynots (hongum) that wur a sign o 
bad fashm; for I heard my gronny say hoode 
OS leef o seen two owd Harries (Devils) os 
two Pynots." 

The Magpie continues to be ominous in 
Scotland. " The Glossary to the Complaynt 
of Scotland," 8vo. Edinb. 1801, v, Pibtt, a 
Magpi«, o\iiWN<» \Vva.\. ** \^ vt-» ^<yM«ALv.% \.^ 
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popular tupentitioD, a bird of unlucky omen. 
Mauy au old woman would more willingly 
■ee the Devil, who bodes uo more ill luck than 
be bring!, tban a Kagpie perching on a neigh- 
bouring tree." The lame GloMary, v. Tuubs- 
NEK, the cry of the Lapwing^ tells us that 
*' in the south and west of Scotland this bird is 
much detested, though not reckoned ominous. 
As it frequents solitary places, its haunts were 
frequently intruded upon by the fugitive 
Presbyterians, during the persecution which 
they suffered in the disgraceful and tyrannical 
reigns of Charles the Second and James the 
Second, when they were often discovered by 
the clamours of the Lapwing/* 

. The quaint author oi '^ A strange Metamor- 
phosis of Man transformed into a Wildemesse, 
deciphered in Characters," 12mo. Lond. 1634, 
speaxing of the Goose, says: "She is no 
witch, or astrologer, to divine by the starres, 
but yet hath a shrewd guesse of rainie wea- 
ther, being as good as an almanack to some 
that beleeve in her/' 



We read in Willsford^s ''Nature's Secrets,'' 
p. 132, that *' the offspring or aliance of the 
capitolian guard, when they do make a gag- 
ghng in the air more than usual, or seem to 
fight, being over greedy at their meat, expect 
then cold and winterly weather/* 

Also, ibid. p. 134 : <' Peacocks crying load 
and shrill for their lost lo does proclaim an 
approaching storm/'C) 

As also, ibid. : <' Doves coming later home 
to their houses than they are accustomed to do 
presages some evil weather approaching." 

So, ibid. p. 133: '^Jack-dawb, if diey 
come late home from foraging, presages some 
cold or ill weather neer at huid, and likewise 
when they are seen much alone.** 

So, ibid. p. 132 : << Ducks, Mallardt, and 
all water-fowls, when they bathe themselves 
much, prune their feathers, and flicker, or clap 
themselves with their winn, it is a sign of ram 
or wind/* The same wim ^ Conmonmti and 
Guilt:' (*) 



NOTES TO MAGPIES, GEESE, PEACOCKS, DOVES, JACKDAWS, DUCKS, 

CORMORANTS, AND SEA-GULLS. 



Q) In the Dialogue of '' Dives and Pau- 
per,*' fol. Pynson, 1493, signat e 2> among 
superstitious practices Uien in use, and ceu- 
siued by the author, we find the following : 
<( Divynaciones by chyterynge of byrdes, or 
by fleyinge of foules.*' 

(•) « Tlie Raven look'd her on the chimney's 
top, 
And chattering Pies in dismal discords 
sung.** Henry VI. act v. sc. 6. 

Also in Macbeth : 

"Augurs, and understood relations, have 
By Magot-pies, and Choughs, and Rooks, 

brought forth 
The secretst man of blood/* 

On which Steevens observes, **In Cotgrave's 
Dictionary a Magpie is called Magatapie. 
So in the < Night Raven,* a Satirical Collec- 
tion, &c. : 



' I neither tattle Widi Jackdaw 
Or Maggot-pye on thatch'd house straw.' '* 

Magot-pie is the original name of the bird ; 
Magot being the familiar a^>ellation given to 
Pies, as we say Robin to a Redbreast, Tom 
to a Titmouse, Philip to a Sparrow, &c. The 
modem Mag is the abbreviation of the ancient 
Magot, a word which we had from the French. 
See Reed's edit, ef Shaksp. 1803, voL x. p. 
187. 

In the Supplement to Johnson and Steevens's 
Shakspeare, 8vo. Lond. 1780, vol. ii. p. 706, 
it is said that the Magpie is called, in the West, 
to this hour, a Magatipie, and the import of 
the augury is determined by the number of the 
birds that are seen together : '' One for sorrow ; 
two for mirth ; three for a wedding ; four for 
death." Mr. Park, in a note in his copy of 
Bourne and Brand's " Popular Antiquities,*^ 
p. 88, says that this regulation of the Magpie 
Omens is found also in Lincolnshire. He 
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Ids that the proipiostic of sorrow is thought 
» be arerted by tumiDg thrice round. 

Gaule, in his << Mag-astromancers posed 
id puizel'd," n. 181, notices among vain 
^bserrations, *' me Pyes chattering about the 
rase.^ 

Dr. Nathaniel Home, in his " Dsmonolo- 
ie,*' 8yo. Lond. 1650, speaking of popular 
aperstitions, p. 59, tells us : ^ By the chat- 
nng of Magpies they know they shall have 
raugers.^ By the flying and crying of Ravens 
rer their houses, especially in the dusk even* 
ig, and where one is sick, they conclude 
3aJdi : the same they conclude by the much 
yingof Owles in die night, neer their houses^ 
t such a time.'* 

Alexander Ross, in his Appendix to the 

Arcana Microcosmi," p. 219, tells us that 
in the time of King Charles the Eighth of 
ranee, the battle that was fought between the 
rencb and Britans, in which the Britans were 
rerthrown, was foreshewed by a skirmish be> 
reen the Magpies and Jackdaws." 

The following is from " Glossarium Suio- 
othicunk,auctore I. Ihre," fol. Upsalise, 1769, 

SkatA; tom. ii. p. 565 : 

" Skata, Pica, Quum illius plurimus in 
.uguriis usus fuerit, v. Plinii Hist. Nat. lib. 
. 18, interque aves sinisterioris Ominis sein- 
nr locum inveuerit, unde etiam videmus, 
uteris Superstitiouis tenacem plebem nostram 
)lucrem banc Stabulorum portis expansis 
is suspendere, ut, quod ait Apuleius, suo 
irpore luat illud Infortunium quod aliis por- 
ndit : arbitror a acada nocere, A.S. scathian, 
nnen illi inditum fuisse. Vocatnr alias 



SJ^'ura, fort6 a garritu, ut etiam Latini Oar- 
rubi9 nuncupabatur.'* Such is ^ opinion of 
the common people in Sweden. 

Q) yVe read iu the eleventii book of « Nota- 
ble Things," by Thomas Lupton, 8vo. Lond. 
1660, No. 10, p. 311, that "the Peacock, by 
his loud and narsh clamor, prophesies and 
foretells rain, and the oftener they cry, the 
more rain is signified." Theoplirastus and 
Mizaldus are cited : — '< and Paracelsus saies, 
if a Peacock cries more than usual, or out of 
his time, it foretells the death of some in that 
family to whom it doth belong." 

(*) In Sir John Sinclair's " Statistical Ac- 
count of Scotland," vol. iii. 8vo. Edinb. 1792, 
p. 478, the minister of Arbirlot^ in the county 
of Forfar, informs: ^'The Sea-ChiUt are con- 
sidered as ominous. When they appear in the 
fields, a storm from the south 'east generally 
follows ; and when the storm begins to abate, 
they fly back to the shore." 

Ibid. vol. i. p. 32, parish of Holywood, Dum- 
friesshire : " During the whole year the Sea- 
Gulls, commonly called in this parish Sea* 
MoMJty occasionally come from the Solway 
Frith to this part of the country ; their arrivsJ 
seldom fails of being followed by a high wind 
and heavy rain, from the south-west, within 
twenty-four hours; and they return to the 
Frith again as soon as the storm begins to 
abate." 

Willsford, in his "Nature's Secrets," p. 
134, says : " Sea-MewSy early in the morning 
making a gaggling more than ordinary, fore- 
token stormy and blustering weather.'* 



COCKS, HOOPOE, GEEAT AUK, STORMY PETREL, 
EAGLE, BITTERN, and KING-FISHER. 



M ORESIN ranks the unseasonable crowing 
' the Cock among Omens. As also the sud- 
m fall of Hens from the house top.(i) These 
owl Omens are probably derived to us from 
le Romans, at whose superstitions on this 
»ount Butler laughs in his " Hudibra8."(«) 

Pennant, in his " Zoology,*' vol. i. p. 258, 



speaking of the Hoopoe, fells us that the 
country people in Sweden look on the appear- 
ance of mis bird as a presage of war : Facies 
armata videtur. And formerly the vulgar in 
our country esteemed it a forerunner of soma 
calamity. 
The same writer, ibid. vol. ii. p. 508, tells 
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ui tliat ike GkEAT Ave is a bird obaenred by 
•eameD nercr to wander beyond souudiogs, 
and according to its appearance they direct 
their meararet, being tben aaiurcd that land 
it not very remote. Thiu the modem sailors 
pay respect to auguries in the same manner 
as Arifrtopfaanes tellh us those of Greece did 
above two thousand vears ago: see Aves, 
1. 597. 

J1^0t^t7 T/f iu T»t9 i*uh*f /iafTtif*fiif»t m^i 

"Sufi fJiii wXt7f x**/^* ffci* fwii wXt7, «i^)«f 
iwifeu. 

Thus translated : 

• 

^Fiom birds in sailing men instructions 
take, 
Now lie in port, now sail and profit 
make." 

Pennant further observes, ibid. p. 554, that 
the Stobmy Petrel presages bad weather, 



and cautions the seamen of the approach of a 
tempest, by collecting under the sterns of the 
ships. (») 

In Lloyd's ''Stratagems of Jerusalem," 
p. 290, we read, " Aristander the soothsayer, 
in the battell at Arbela, being the last against 
Darius, was then on horsebacke hard by 
Alexander, apparelled all in white, and a 
crowne of golde upon his head, encouraging 
Alexander, by the flight of an Eagle, the vic- 
tory should be his over Darius. Both the 
Greekes, the Romaines, and the Lacedemo- 
nians, had theyr soothsayers hard by them iu 
their warres.** 

Bishop Hall, in his <* Characters of Vertues 
and Vices,*' speaking of the superstitious man, 
says, ** If a Bittoubn fly over his head by 
night, he makes his will.'* 

In Wild's «* Iter Boreale," p. 19, we read: 

'^ The peaceful King-fishers are met together 
About the decks, and prophesie calm wea- 
ther.'' 
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(^) " Gallorum Gallinaceorum cucurri- 
tum intempestivum. — Gallinarum subitum 
€ Tecto casum." p. 2. Gaule, in his "Mag- 
astromancers posed and puzzel'd," p. 181, 
enumerating vain Observations and supersti- 
tious Ominations thereupon, has not over- 
looked ** The Cock's crowing unseasonably." 

In Willsford's "Nature's Secrets," 8vo. 
Lond. 1658, p. 132, we read, « The vigilant 
Cock, a bird of Mars, the good housewife's 
clock and the Switzer's alarum, if he crows 
in the day time very much, or at sun-setting, 
or when he is at roost at unusual hours, as at 
nine or ten, expect some change of weather, 
and that suddenly, but from fair to foul, or 
the contrary ; but when the Hen crows, good 
men expect a storm within doors and without. 
If the Hens or Chickens in the moniing come 
late from their roosts (as if they were con- 
strained by hunger) it presages much rainy 
weather." 

In the *' British Apollo," fol. 1708, vol. i. 
1^0. 64, to a query, 

" "When my Hens do crow. 
Tell me if it be ominous or no f *' 



it is answered : 

" With crowing of your Hens we will not 

twit ye. 
Since here they every day crow in the 

city; 
Thence thought no omen.'' 

Park, in his " Travels in the Interior of 
Africa," has the following passage : ** While 
journeying on, Johnson, the interpreter, dis- 
covered a species of tree for which he had 
made frequent inquiry. He tied a while 
chicken to the tree by its leg to one of the 
branches, and then said that the journey 
would be prosperous. He said the ceremony 
was an oflering or sacrifice to the Spirits of 
the Woods, who were a powerful race of be- 
ings, of a white colour, with long flowinsr 
hair." 

Werenfels, iu his " Dissertation upon Super- 
stition,'' p. 7, says, speaking of a superstitious 
man, '* When he returns home, he will often 
be in fear, too, lest a cockatrice should be 
hatched from his cock's egg, and kill him 
with its baneful aspect." He had given the 
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following trait of his character before : '' When 
he goes out of doors, he fears nothing so much 
as the glance of an envious eye.*^ 

'* Mischiefs are like the cockatrice^s eye ; 
If they see first, they kill ; if seen, they die." 

Dryden. 

(*) ** A flam more senseless than the roguery 
Of old aruspicy and aug*ry, 
That out of garbages of cattle 
Presag'd th' events of truce or battle ; 
From flight of birds or chickens pecking 
Success of great*st attempts would 
reckon." 

P. ii. canto iii. 1. 29. 

I recollect nothing at present which seems 
to have been derived into modern superstition 
from the ancient mode of deducing omens from 
the inside of animals, unless it be that con- 
cerning the Merry Thought y thus noticed by the 
** Spectator.'' " I have seen a man in love turn 
pale and lose his appetite from the plucking 
of a Merry Thought." 

In the « British Apollo,'' fol. Lond. 1708, 
vol. i. No. 84, is the following query : " For 
what reason is the bone next the breast of a 
fowl, &c., called the Merry Thought^ and when 
was it first called so? — A, The original of 
that name was doubtless from the pleasant 
fancies that commonly arise upon the break- 
ing of that bone, and 'twas then certainly first 
called so, when these merry notions were first 
started." 

In Lloyd's '' Stratagems of Jerusalem/' 
p. 285, we are told, '^ Themistocles was as- 
sured of victory over King Xerxes and his 
huge army by amuing of a Cocke, going to 
the battle at Artemisium, the day before the 
battell began, who having obtained so great 
a victory, gave a Cocke in his ensigne ever 
after." 

Ibid, we read : '< The first King of Rome, 
Homulus, builded his kingdom by flying of 
FowUa and soothsaying. So Numa Pompilius 
was chosen second King of Rome hy flying of 
Fowlet, So Tarquiiiius Priscus, an Eagle tooke 
his cappe from nis head and fled up on high 
to the skies, and after descended, and let his 
cappe fall on his head againe, signifying 
thereby that he should be King of Rome." 



Ibid. p. 289 : '* The Arabians, Carians, 
Phrygians, and Cilicians, do most religiously 
observe the chirping and flying of birdif as- 
suring themselves good or bad events in Iheir 
warres." 

Ibid. p. 290 : " So superstitious grew the 
Gentils, with such abhominable idolatry, that 
in Persia by a Cock, in Egypt by a Bull, in 
JSthiope by a Dog, they tooke soothsaying ; 
in Beotia by a Beech Tree, in Epyre by an 
Oake, in Delos by a Dragon, in Lycia by a 
Wolfe, in Ammon by a Ramme, they received 
their oracles, as their warrant to commence any 
warre, to enter any battell, or to attempt any 
enterprize.** 

The Earl of Northampton's ** Defensative 
against the Poison of supposed Prophecies," 
4to Lond. 1583, signat. T 2 b, says, " The 
Romaines tooke the crowing of a Cocke for 
an abode of victory, though no philosopher be 
ignorant that this proceedeth of a gallant 
lustinesse uppon the first digestion." 

In Morier's " Journey through Persia," 
4to. Lond. 1810, p. 62, we read, '* Among 
the Superstitions in Persia, that which de« 
pends on the crowing of a Cock is not the 
least remarkable. If the Cock crows at a 
proper hour, they esteem it a good omen ; if 
at an improper season, they kill him. I am 
told that the favourable hourl are at nine^ 
both in the morning and in the evening, at 
noon, and at midnight." 

(') *' Halcyon," says Willsford, ut supra, 
p. 134, *' at the time of breeding, which is 
about fourteen days before the winter solstice, 
foreshows a quiet and tranquil time, as it is 
observed about the coast of Sicily, from 
whence the proverb is transported, the Hal- 
cyon Days. Pliny." 

Dallaway, in his " Constantinople, An- 
cient and Modem," 4to. Lond. 1797, p. 137, 
speaking of the Bosphorus, says, " Scarcely 
a minute passes but flocks of aquatic birds, 
resembling Swallows, may be observed flying 
in a lengthened train from one sea to the 
other. As they are never known to rest, theyu 
are called Halcyons, and by the French < Ames 
damn^es.' They are superstitiously considered 
by all the inhabitants." 

In Smith's Travels, 8vo. Lond. 1792, 
p. 11, it is said, << On sailing along the coasts 
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of Coreica axid 5!anliiiia, Juiie 9, we nw a 
Sm MoHMtety which (or others of the same 
kind) appeared aereral times the same daj, 
spouting water from its note to a great height. 



It is caHed Caldelia, and is said to appear 
ftequendy before a storm. A stcmn came 
on next morning^ which eontiniied four days." 



SPIDERS, SNAKES, EMMETS, BEES, LAMBKINS, 

AND WEATHER'S-BELL. 



It is vulgarly thought unlucky to kill 
SriDKRs. It would he ridiculous to suppose 
tliat this has lieen invented to support the 
Scottish proverh, that " Dirt bodes luck f it 
is however certain tliat this notion senres, in 
many instances, among the vulgar, as an 
apology fur the laziness of housewives in not 
destroying their cobwebs. It has rather 
been transmitteil from the magicians of an- 
cient Uome« by whom, according to Pliny's 
** Natural History/' presages and prognosti- 
cations were made from their manner of 
wravhig their webs. Q) 

Bishop Hall, in his ** Characters of Vertues 
and Vices/* speaking of a superstitious man, 
lavs, *Mf he see A Snake unkUkd, he fears a 
mischief. •*(«). 



Gay mentions, among nutic Omens, the 
Weather's-Bell, and the Lambuv ; as also 
Bees: 

" The Weather 9'BeU 

Before the drooping flock tolled forth her 
knelL'' 

****** 
«* The Lambkin^ which her wonted^tendance 
bred, , 

Drop^d on the plain that fatal instant dead.' 

***** * 

''Swarm'd on a rotten stick the Bees I 
spy'd, (») 
Which erst I saw when Goody Dobson 
dyU'' 



NOTES TO SPIDERS, SNAKES, EMMETS, BEES, LAMBKINS, 

AND WEATHERS-BELL. 



(^) In Bartholomsus, ** De Proprietatibus 
Renim," (printed by Th. Berthelet, 27th 
Hen. VIII.) lib. xviii. fol. 314, speaking of 
Pliny, we read, " Also he say the, Spynners 
(Sliders) ben tokens of divynation and of 
knowing wliat wether shalfal, for offc by 
weders that shalfal, some spin and weve higher 
or lower. Also he say the, that multytute of 
Spynners is token of moche reyne.' 

Willsford, in his « Nature's Secrets," p. 13 1, 
tells us, '* Spiders creep out of their holes 
and narrow receptacles against wind or rain ; 
Minerva having made them sensible of an 
approaching storm." He adds, " The com- 
monwealth of Emmets, when busied with 
their eggs, and in ordering their state affairs 



at home, it presages a storm at hand, or some 
foul weather ; but when nature seems to sta- 
pifie their littie bodies, and disposes them to 
rest, causing them to withdraw into their 
caverns, least their industry should engage 
them by the inconveniency of the season, ex- 
pect then some foul and winterly weather." ^ 

Mr. Park has the following Note in his 
copy of Bourne and Brand's " Popular An- 
tiquities," p. 93: "Small Spiders, termed 
Money Spinners, are held by many to prog- 
nosticate good luck, if they are not destroyed 
or injured, or removed from the person on 
whom they are first observed." 

In the " Secret Memoirs of Mr. Duncan 
Campbell/* p. 60, in the Chapter of Omens, 



DEATH-WATCH. 



119 



we read that " Others have tkougbt tbem- 
selves secure of receiving monej, if by chance 
a little Spider feU upon their cloaths." 

White, in his « Natural History of Sel- 
bome,'' p. 191, tells us, « The remark that 
I shall make on the cobweb-like appearances 
called Gossamer, is, that strange and super- 
stitious as the notions about them were for- 
merly, nobody in these days doubts but that 
tfaey are the real production of small Spiders, 
which swarm in the fields in fine weamer in 
autumn, and have a power of shooting out 
webs from their tails, so as to render them- 
selves buoyant, and lighter than air." 

(*) Cicero, in his second Book on Divina- 
tion, $ 28, observes : " Quidam et Interpres 
p(^entorum non inscit^ respondisse dicitur ei, 
qui cum ad eum retulisset quasi ostentum, 
quod Anguis domi vectem circumjectus fuis- 
set. Tum esset, inquit, ostentum, si Anguem 
vectis circumplicavisset. Hoc ille responiso 
satis apert^ declaravit, nihil habendum esse 
portentum quod fieri posset.'* He adds, $ 29 : 
** C. Gracchus ad M. Pomponium scripsit, 
duobus Anguibus domi comprehensis^ harus- 
pices a patre convocatos. Qui magis Angui- 
bus, quam Lacertis, quam Muribus f Quia 
sunt hsec quotidiana, Angues non item. Quasi 
vero referat, quod fieri potest quam id ssspe fiat ? 
Ego tamen miror, si emissio femina Anguis 
mortem adferebat Ti. Graccho, emissio autem 
maris Anguis erat mortifera Cornells^ cur 
alteram utram emiserit: nihil enim scribit 
respondisse haruspices, si neuter Anguis emis- 
sus esset, quid esset futurum. At mors in- 
secuta Gracchum est. Causa quidem, credo, 
aliqua morbi gravioris, non emissione Ser- 
pentis: ueque enim tanta est infelicitas ha- 
mspicum, ut ne casu quidem umquam fiat, 
quod futurum illi esse dixerint." 

Alexander Ross, in his Appendix to the 
** Arcana Microcosmi/' p. 219, tells us, " I 



have heard of skirmishes between Water and 
Land Serpents {nremonstrating future cala- 
mities among men.'* 

The same author, ibid., tdils us that " the 
cruel battels between the Venetians and In- 
subrians, and that also between the Liegeois 
and the Burgundians, in which about thirty 
thousand men were slain, were presignified 
by a great combat between two swarms of 
Emmets.' 

(») In Tusser's " Five Hundred Points of 
Husbandry," under the month of May, are 
these lims : 

'* Take heed to thy Bees, that are ready to 
swarme. 
The losse thereof now is a crown's worth of 
harme;*' 

on which is the following observation in 
«* Tusser Redivivus," 8vo. Lond. 1744, p. 62 : 
" The tinkling after them with a warmings 
pan, frying-pan, kettle, is of good use to let 
the neighbours know you have a swarm in 
the air, which you claim wherever it lights ; 
but I believe of very little purpose to the re- 
claiming the Bees, who are thought to delight 
in no noise but their own." 

Borlase, in his " Antiquities of Cornwall,*' 
p. 168, tells us " the Cornish to this day in- 
voke the spirit Browny, when their Bees 
swarm ; and think that tfieir crying Browny, 
Browny, will prevent their returning into their 
former hive, and make tiiem pitch and form 
a new colony.** 

Willsford, in his " Nature's Secrets,** p. 134, 
says, *•* Bees, in fair weather, not wandering 
far from their hives, presages the approach of 
some stormy weather.*' •* Wasps, Hornets, 
and Gnats, biting more eagerly than they use 
to do, is a sign of rainy weather.** 

See more of Bee Superstitions in pp. 183, 
184 of the present volume. 



DEATH-WATCH. 



Wallis, in his " History of Northumber- 
land,** vol. i. p. 367, gives the following ac- 
count of the insect so called, whose ticking 
has been thought, by ancient superstition, to 



forebode death in a family : " The small Sca- 
rab called the Death- Watch (Scarabaeus 
galeatus pulsator) is frequent among dust 
and in decayed rotten wood, lonely and re- 
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tired. It is one of the smallest of the Vagi- 

CBiiiiIo, of a dark brown, with irregular light- 
rown spots, the belly plicated, and the wings 
under tlie cases pellucid ; like other beetles, 
Uie helmet turned up, as is supposed for hear- 
ing ; the np|)er lip hard and shuiing. By its 
regular pulsations, like the tickingof a watch, 
it sometimes surprises those that are strangers 
to its nature* and properties, who fancy its beat- 
ing ])ortendsa family change, and the shorten- 
ing of the thread of life. Put into a box, it 
mav l>e hoard and seen in the'act of pulsation, 
with a small proboscis against the side of it, 
for food more probably than for hymeneal plea- 
•nre as some have fancied.'*(*) The above 
formal account will not be ill contrasted with 
the following fanciful and witty one of Dean 
Nwifl, in his invective against wood. It fur- 
nishes us, too, witli a charm to avert the omen : 

** A Wood Worm 

Ttiat lies in old wood, like a hare in her form, 



With teeth or with clawi it will bite, or will 

scratch. 
And chambermaids christen this Worm a 

• Death-Watch: 
Because, like a watch, it always cries click : 
Then woe be to thoee in the house who are 

sick ; 
For as sure as a gun they will give up the 

ghost, 
If the Maggot cries click, when it scratches 

the poet. 
But a kettle of scalding hot water injected, 
Infallibly cures the timber aflTected ; 
The Omen is broken, the danger is over. 
The Maggot will die, and the sick will re- 

cover.'X') 
Grose tells us that " the clicking of a Death- 
Watch is an omen of the death of someone in 
the house wherein it is heard.*' 



(a) See the •* Athenian Oracle," vol. i. p. 231. 



NOTE TO DEATH-WATCH. 



(») Baxter, in his "World of Spirits," p. 
doii, must sensibly observes that "There are 
manv things that ignorance causeth multitudes 
to tUKe for pro<ligies. I have had many dis- 
creet Arieuds that have been afirighted with the 
noise called a Death-Watch, whereas I have 
•inoc, near three years ago, oft found by trial, 
tliat it is a noise made upon paper, by a little, 
nimble, running Worm, just like a louse, but 
whiter, and quicker ; and it is most usually 
kichind a jMiper pasted to a wall, especially to 
wainscot ; and it is rarely if ever heard but 
in the heat of summer." 

Our author, however, relapses immediately 
into his honest credulity, a<lding : " But he 
who can deny it to be a prodigy, which is re- 
corded by Mclchior Adamus, of a great and 
good man, who had a clock-watch that had 
tyen in a chest many years unused; and 
when he lay dying, at eleven a clock, of it- 
self, in that cliest, it struck eleven in the hear- 
ing of many." 



In the « British Apollo," fol. Lond. 1710, 
vol. ii. No. 86, is the following query : " Why 
Deaih'fVatchetjCncVets, and Weasels do come 
more common against death than at any other 
time? — A. We look upon all such things as 
idle superstitions, for were any tiling in them, 
bakers, brewers, inhabitants of old houses, &c., 
were in a melancholy condition." 

To an inquiry, ibid. vol. ii. No. 70, " con- 
cerning a Death-Watch, whether you suppose 
it to be a living creature^** answer is given, 
"It is nothing but a little Worm in the 
wood.'* 

" How many people have I seen in the most 
terrible palpitations, for months together, ex- 
pecting every hour the approach of some ca- 
lamity, only by a little Worm, which breeds 
in old wainscot, and, endeavouring to eat its 
way out, makes a noise like the movement of 
a watch !" Secret Memoirs of the late Mr. 
Duncan Campbell, 8vo. Lond. 1732, p. 61. 
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Grose tells us that besides general notices 
of death, many families have particular warn- 
ings or notices ; some by the appearance of a 
bird, and others by the hgure of a tall woman, 
dressed all in white, who goes shrieking about 
the house. This apparition is common in 
Ireland, where it is called Benshea, and the 
Shrieking Woman. 

Pennant says, that many of the great fa- 
milies in Scotland had their demon or ge- 
nius, who gave them monitions of future events. 
Thus the family of Rothmurchas had the Bo- 
dac au Dun, or the Ghost of the Hill ; Kin- 
chardines the Spectre of the Bloody Hand. 
Gartinbeg House was haunted by Bodach 
Gartin, and TuUoch Gorms by Maug Mon- 
lach, or the Girl with the Hairy Left Hand. 
The Synod gave frequent orders that inquiry 
should be made into the truth of this appari- 
tion ; and one or two declared that they had 
seen one that answered the description.(^) 

Pennant, in describing the customs of the 
Highlanders, tells us that in certain places 
the death of people is supposed to be foretold 
by the cries and shrieks of Benshi, or the 
Fairies^ Wife, uttered along the very path 
where the funeral is to pass; and what in 
Wales are called Corpse Candles are often 
imagined to appear and foretell mortality. In 
^ county of Carmarthen there is hardly any 
one that dies, but some one or other sees his 
Light, or Candle. 

There is a similar superstition among the 
vulgar in Northumberland. They call it see- 
ing the Waff of the person whose death it 
foretells.(«) 

King James, in his '* Dsmonology,'' p. 136, 
says : '* In a secret murther, if the dead car- 
kasse be at any time thereafter handled by the 
murtherer, it will gush out of blood, as if the 
blood were crying to heaven for revenge of the 
murtherer. "(3) 

Reginald Scot, too, in his " Discovery of 
Witchcraft," p, 170, says : " I have heard, 
by credible report, that the wound of a man 
murthered, renewing bleeding at the presence 
of a dear/riend, or of a mortal enemy. Divers 



also write that if one pass by a murthered 
body (though unknown), he shall be stricken 
with fear, and feel in himself some alteration 
by nature." 

" Three loud and distinct Knocks at the 
bed's head," says Grose, *' of a sick person, 
or at the bed's head or door of any of his rela- 
tions, is an Omen of his Death." 

Among Death Omens the fVithenng of Bay 
Trees was, according to Shakspeare, reckoned 
one. Thus Richard the Second : 

" 'Tis thought the king is dead ; we will not 
stay. 
The Bay Trees in our country are all 
withered." 

Upon which Steevens observes tliat ''some 
of these prodigies are found in Holinshed: 
' In this yeare, in a manner throughout all the 
realme of England, old Bai Trees withered,* 
&c. This was esteemed a bad Omen ; for as 
I learn from Thomas Lupton's Syxt Book 
of « Notable Thinges,' 4to. 6. /. : * Neyther fall- 
ing sicknes, neyther devyll, wyll infest or hurt 
one in that place whereas a Bay Tree is. The 
Romaynes calle it the Plant of the Good An- 
gell/" &c. See Reed's edit of Shaksp. 
1803,vol.xi. p. 83.(*) 

A writer in the " Athenian Chronicle," voL 
i. p. 232, asserts that he ** knew a family 
never without one Cricket before some one 
dyed out of it; another, that an unknown 
voice always called the person that was to 
die ; another, that had something like a Wand 
struck upon the walls ; and another, where 
some Bough always falls off a particular tree 
a little before death.^ He adds, inconsistently 
enough, " But ordinarily such talk is non- 
sense, and depends more upon fancy than any 
thing else." In the same work, vol. iii. p. 
552, we read of '* its being a common thing 
that, before a king, or some great man, dies^ or 
is beheaded, &c., his Picture or Image suffers 
some considerable damage; as falling from 
the place where it hung, the string breaking 
by some strange invisible touch." In Dr. 
Heylin*8 " Life of Archbishop Laud," it is 
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■tated, that^'tbe bishop going into his study, 
which nobody a)uld get into but himself, 
found his own Picture lying all along on its 
face, which extremely perplexed him, he lock- 
ing upon it as ominous.'^ 

In the Glossary to the ''Complaynt of Scot- 
land,'' 8vo. Rdiub. 1801, we find the follow- 
ing obserratioDS on the word " Datht'tkraw*^ 
(p. 188) : « The Contortionsof Death.— These 
are regarded by the peasants with a species of 
raperstitious horror. To die with a Throw is 
reckoned an obvious indication of a bad con- 
icience. When a pinrson was secretly mur- 
dered, it was fanaerly^ believed that if the 
corpse were watched with certain mysterious 
ceremonies, the Deatii-thraws would be re- 
versed on its visage, and it would denounce 
the perpetrators and circumstances of the mur- 
der. The following verse occurs in a ballad, 
of which I have heard some fragments. A 
lady is murdered by her lover : her seven 
brothers watch the corpse : it proceeds. 



' 'Twas in the middle o' the night 
The cock began to craw ; 
And at the middle o' the night 
The corpse began to ikraw.^ '' 

Heron, in his '' Journey tfanmgh Part of 
Scotland," 8yo. 1799, vol. ii. p. 227, says: 
" Tales of Ghosts, Brownies, Fairies, Witches, 
are the frequent entertainment of a winter's 
evening ayiong the native peasantry of Kiik- 
cndbright^ire. It is common among them 
to fancy that tiiey see the JVraiika of personi 
dying, which will be visible to one and not to 
oUiers present with him.(') Sometimes the 
good and the bad Angel of the person areseen 
contending in the shape of a white and a black 
Dog. Only the Ghosts of wicked persons are 
supposed to return to visit and disturb their 
old acquaintance. Within tiiesc last twenty 
years, it was hardly possible io meet with any 
person who had not seen many Wraiths and 
Ghosts in the course of his experience." 
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Q) In the " Living Library,*' &c., fol. Lond. 
1621, p. 284, weread:'' There bee some princes 
of Germaiiie that have particular and apparent 
presages and tokens, full of noise, before or 
about the day of their death, as extraordinarie 
Roaring of Lions and Barking of Dogs, fear- 
ful Noises and Bustlings by Nig^t in Castles, 
Striking of Clocks, and Tolling of Bels at 
undue times and howres, and other warnings, 
whereof none could give any reason.'* 

Delrio, in his " Disquisitiones Magica," p. 
592, has the following : "In Bohemia spec- 
trum foemineum vestitu lugubri apparere solet 
in arce quadam illnstris familise, antequam 
una ex conjugibus dominorum illorum e vita 
decedat." 

r^) I conjecture this northern vulgar word 
to he a corruption of Whiff, a sudden and 
vehement blast, which Davies thinks is derived 
from the Welsh chwyth, halitus, anhelitus, 
flatus. See Lye's "Junius's Etymolog." in 
▼erbo. The spirit is supposed to glide swiftly 
by. Thus, in the Glossary of Lancashire 
words and phrases, "wrapt by" is explained 



"went swiflly by." See «A View of the 
Lancashire Dialect,*' 8vo. March 1763. 

The Glossary to Bums's " Scottish Pbems" 
describes " Wraith" to be a Spirit, a Ghost, an 
Apparition, exactly like a living person, whose 
appearance is said to forebode the -^penon* ap- 
proaching death. King James, in bis ** Dae- 
monology," says, that " Wraithes appeare in 
the shadow of a person newly dead, or to die, 
to his friends," p. 125. 

Wrack, in the Glossary to Gawin Douglas's 
** Virgil,'' signifies a Spirit or Ghost. lUapan, 
too, Anglo-Saxon, is rendered korrere, ttttpere^ 
fluctuare. In the Glossary to Allan Ramsay's 
Poems, '4to. 1721, Edinb. the word Waff'i^ 
explained " wand'ring by itself." 

" These are," says Grose, " the exact figures 
and resemblances of persons then living, often 
seen, not only by their friends at a distance^ 
but many times by themselves ; of which 
there are several instances in Aubrey "s 
* Miscellanies.' These Apparitions are called 
FetcheSy and in Cumberland Swartht; they 
most commonly appear to distant friends and 
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relatioiis at liie very instant preceding tiie 
death of tiie person whose figure they pat on. 
Sometiines there is a greater interral between 
the appearance and dotth.'* 

In the '' Statistical Account of Scotland," 
Tol. zxi. p. 148, parish of Monqnhitter, we 
read, under the head of Opinion : ** The Fve 
gare due waming[by certain signs of appoach- 
ing mortality." Again, p. 149: "The Fye 
has withdrawn his warning." Ibid. p. 150: 
Some observing to an old woman, when in the 
99tfa year of her age, that in the course of na- 
ture she could not long survive — "Aye,** 
said the good old woman, with pointed in- 
dignation, ^what Fj^e^kem do you see about 
mer(») 

In die same work,Vol. iii. 8vo. Edinb. 1792^ 
p. 380, the minister of Applecross, in the 
county of Rosb^ speaking of the superstitions 
of that parish, says : ** Tl^ Ghosts of the dying, 
called Tatksy are said to be heard, their cry 
being a repetition of the moans of the sick. 
Some assume die sagacity of distingui^ing 
the voice of their departed firiends. The 
corpse follows the track led by the Tasks to 
the place of interment; and the early or late 
completion of the prediction is made to de- 
pend on the period of the night at which the 
Task is heard." 

(■) «* Who can alleage," says the author of 
the << laving Librarie,'' &c., fol. Lend. 1621, 
p. 383, '* any certaine and firme reason why 
the blood runnes out of the wounds of a man 

(*) Inthesamevolame and pace of the** Statistical 
Aecoont of Scotland," is anotner anecdote, which 
ahows with what indifference death ia sometimes 
contemplated. ** James Mackie, by trade a wright, 
was asked by a neighbour for what purpose some 
fine deal that he obserred in his bam . * It is timber 
for my coffin/ qnoth James. * Snre,' replies the 
neighbour, ' you mean not to make your own coffin ; 
you have neither resolution nor ability for the task.' 
* Hoot away, man !' says James, * if I were once be- 
snn, ni soon ca't by hand.' The hand, but not the 
heart, ikikd him, and he left the task of making it 
to a yooncer operator." 

This caUs to my remembrance what certainly 
happened in a village in the county of Durham, 
whore it is the etiquette for a person not to go out of 
the hoose till the burial of a near relation. An 
honest simple countryman, whose wife lay a corpse 
in his house, was seen walking slowly up the village. 
A nwighboor ran to him and asked, ** Where, in 
heaven, John, are yon going ?" ** To the joiner's 
shop," aaid poor Jfohn, ** to see them make my 
wife's coffin ; it will be a little diversion for me." 



murdred, long after the murder committed, if 
the murderer be brought before the dead bodie f 
Galeotus Martins, Jeronymus Maggius, Mar- 
silius Ficiuus, Valleriola, Joubert, and others, 
have offered to say something thereof." The 
same author immediately asks also : '* Who 
(I pray you) can shew why, if a desperate 
bodie hang himselfe, suddenly there arise 
tempests and whirlewinds in the aire?*' 

In " Five Philosophical Questions an- 
swered/* 4to. Londi 1653, is the following : 

** IVhf dead bodies bleed in the pretence of their 
wntrtheren V* 

<' Good antiquity was so desirous to know 
the truth, that as often as naturall and ordinary 
proofes failed them, they had recourse to su- 
pernatural and extraordinary wayes. Such, 
among the Jewes, was the Water of Jealousie, 
of which an adulteresse could not drink with- 
out discovering her guiltinesse, it making her 
burst. Such was the triall of the sieve, in 
which the vestall nun, not guilty of unchas- 
tity, as she was accused to be, did cairv 
water of Tiber without spilling any. Sudbi 
were the oathes upon St. Anthoniee arme, of 
so great reverence, that it was believed that 
whosoever was there perjured would, within a 
year after, bee burned with the fire of Uiatsaint ; 
and even in our times it is commonly reck- 
oned that none lives above a yeare after they 
have incurred the excommunication of St. 
Geneviefe. And because nothing is so hidden 
from, justice as murder, they use not only tor- 
ments of the body, but also the torture if the 
soule, to which its passions doe deliver it over, 
of which feare discovering itselfe more than the 
rest, the judges have forgotten nothing that 
may make the suspected person fearfuO ; fiur 
besides their interrogatones, confronting him 
with witnesses, steme lookes, and bringing be- 
fore him the instruments of torture, as if tiiey 
were ready to make him feele them — ^they per- 
suade him that a carkase bleeds in the pre- 
sence of his murtherers, because dead bodies, 
being removed, doe often bleed, and dien he 
whose conscience is tainted with the synteresis 
of the fact, is troubled in such sort^ that, by 
his mouth or gesture, he often bewrayes his 
owne guiltinesse, as not having his first mo- 
tions in his owne power." 

See, in the " Athenian Oracle^" vol. i, iij. 
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100, a particnUr reUtioo of a corpie falling a 
bleeding at tbe approach of a person suppoaed 
to have anr way occasioned its deatb ; where 
the phenomenon is thus accounted for : ^ The 
blood is congealed in the body for two or three 
days, and then becomes liquid ai^in, in its 
tepdency to corruption. The air being heated 
by many persons coming about the body, is 
same thing to it as motion is. *Tis observed 
that dead bodies will bleed in a concourse of 
people when murderers are absent, as well 
as present, yet legislators have thought fit to 
authorize it, and use this tryal as an argument, 
at least, to frighten, though 'tis no conclusiTe 
one to condemn them.** See more to the same 
purpose, p. 193. 

That this has been a very old superstition 
in England may be learned from Matthew 
Paris, who states, that after Henry the Second's 
death, at Chinon, his son Richard came to 
view the body. "Quo supervenicnte, con- 
festim enipit sanguis ex naribus Regis mortui ; 
ac si indignaretur spiritus in adventu ejus, 
qui efusdem mortis causa esse credebatur, ut 
videretur sanguis clamare ad Deum.*' edit. 
1684, p. 126. 

Henry the Sixth's body, Stow says, was 
brought to St PauFs in an open coffin, bare- 
faced, where he bled; thence he was carried 
to the Blackfriers, and there bled. Annals, 
p. 424. 

At Hertford Assizes, 4 Car. I., the following 
was taken by Sir John Maynard, Sergeant at 
Law, from the deposition of the minister of 
the parish where a murder was committed : 
*' That the body being taken out of the grave 
thirty days after the party's death, and lying 
on the grass, and the four defendants (sus- 
pected of murdering her) being required, each 
of them touched tbe dead body, whereupon 
the brow of the dead, which before was of a 
livid and carrion colour, began to have a dew, 
or gentle sweat, arise on it, which increased 
by degrees, till the sweat ran down in drops 
on the face, the brow tum'd to a lively and 
fresh colour, and the deceased opened one of 
her eyes and shut it again three several times ; 
she likewise thrust out the ring or marriage 
finger three times, and pulled it in again, 
and the finger dropt blood on the grass.'' Tlie 
minister of the next (Nirish, who also was 
present, being sworn, gave cviduuce exactly as 



abore. See <<Gcnt. Mag.'' for Sept 1731, 
ToL i. p. 395. 

Hr. Park, m his copy of Bourne and 
Brand's '^ Popular Antiquities," p. 101, on the 
pierailing opinion that when a person is mur- 
dered tbe coqise will bleed at the approach of 
the murderer, has inserted the following note: 

*' This opinion is sarcastically alluded to ia 
die following lines of an early English epi- 
gimmmatist : 

*^ Phisition Lanio never will forsake 
His golden patiente while his head doth ake ; 
When he is dead, farewell. He comes not 

there; 
He hath nor cause, nor courage to appear — 
He will not looke upon the face of death, 
Nor bring the dead unto her mother earth. 
I will not say, but if he did the deede, 
He must be absent — lest the corpse should 

bleed.''— Baat&rd's " Chrestoleros/' lib. 

y. ep. 22, ed. 159S. 

One might add to this the very ill-timed 
jocular remark made by one to a physician 
attending a funeral : *^ So, doctor, I see you 
are going home with your work.^'* 

In " Wits, Fits, and Fancies," 4to. 6. /. p. 
83, is the following : " A gentlewoman went 
to church so concealed, that she thought no- 
body could know her. It chanced that her 
lover met her, and knew her, and spake unto 
her. Sir (she answered), you mistake me; 
how know ye me? All too well (replied 
the gentleman) ; for so soone as I met you, be- 
hold my wounds fell fresh a bleeiling ! Oh, 
hereof you only are guilty." 

The Dead JRuttle, a particular kind of noise 
made in respiring by a person in the extre- 
mity of sickness, is still coiisidered in the 
North, as well as in other parts, of England, 
as an Omen of Death. I^evinus Lemnius, in 
his " Occult Miracles of Nature," lib. ii. ch. 
15, is very learned concerning it : '*In Belgica 
regione, totoque Septentrionalis plagse tractu, 
morituri certa argumeuta proferunt emi- 
grandi, edito sonitu murmuloso, nee est, qui 
absque hujusmodi iudicio vitam non finiat 
Siquidem imminente morte sonum edunt, tan- 
quam aquae labentis per salebras, locaque 
anfractuosa atque incurva, murmur, aut qua- 
lem Siphunculi ac Fistulse in aquae ductibus 
sonitum excitant Cdm enim vocalem arte- 
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Tiaxn occludi contingat, spiritus qui confertim 
eiumpere gestit, nactus angustum meatum, 
collapsamque fistulam, gargarismo quodam 
prodit, ac raucum per IsBvia murmur efficit, 
scatebrisque arentes deserit artus. Conglo- 
meratus itaque spiritus, spumaque turgida 
commixtus, sonitum excitat, reciprocanti 
maris aratui assimilem. Quod ipsum in non- 
iiullis etiam fit ob panniculos ac membranas 
in rugas contractas, sic ut spiritus obliqud ac 
sinuoso Yolumine decurrat. Hi, autem, qui 
valido sunt vastoque corpore, et qui violeuta 
morte periunt, gravius resonant, diuti usque 
cum morte luctantur, ob humoris copiam ac 
densos crassosque spiritus. lis vero qui exteuu- 
ato sunt corpore, ac lenta morte contabescunt, 
minus impetuose lenique sonitu fertur Spiri- 
tus, ac sensim placideque extinguuntur, ac 
quodammodo obdormiscunt/* 

Among the Superstitions relative to Death 
may be ranked the popular notion that a pil- 
low filled with the feathers of a pigeon pre- 
vents an easy Death. 

To an inquiry of the " British Apollo," 
fol. Lond. 1710, vol. ii. No. 93, ** that if any 
body be sick and lye a dying, if they lie upon 
pigeons' feathers they will be languishing and 
never die, but be in pain and torment." An- 
swer is given : ^* This is an old woman*s 
story. But the scent of pigeons^ feathers is 
so strong, that they are not fit to make beds 
,vith^ insomuch that the offence of their smell 
may be said (like other strong smells) to re- 
vive any body dying, and if troubled with 
hysteric fits. But as common practice, by 
reason of the nauseousness of the smell, has 
introduced a disuse of pigeons' feathers to 
make beds, so no experience doth or hath 
ever given us any example of the reality of 
the fact." 

(*) Lupton, in his third book* of " Notable 
Thmgs," 13, (edit. 8vo. 1660, p. 53,) says: 
" If a firr tree be touched, withered, or burned 
with lightening, it signifies that the master or 
mistresse thereof shall shortly dye. Servius." 
Ibid, book ix. No. 6, we read : ** If the fore- 
head of the sick wax red, and his brows fall 
down, and his nose wax sharp and cold, and 
his left eye become little, and the corner of 
his eye run, if he turn to the wall, if his ears 
be cold, or if he may suffer no brightness, 
and if his womb fall^ if he pull straws or the 



cloaths of his bed, or if he pick often his nos- 
trils with his fingers, and if he wake much, 
these are most certain tokens of Death." 

Allan Ramsay, in his Poems, 4to. Edinb. 
1721, p. 276, speaking of Edge-well Tree, 
describes it to be ** an oak-tree which grows on 
the side of a fine spring, nigh the Castle of 
Dalhousie, very much observed by the coun- 
try people, who give out, that before any of 
the family died, a branch fell from the Edge- 
well Tree. The old tree some few years ago 
fell altogether, but another sprung from the 
same root, which is now tall and flourishing, 
and hng h^t «ae." 

In Petri Molinsei " Vates," p. 154, we 
read : " Si visitans ^Egrum, lapidem inven- 
tum per viam attollat, et sub lapide invenia- 
tur vermis se movens, aut formica vivenn, 
faustum omen est, et indicium fore ut s^r 
convalescat, si nihil invenitur, res est con- 
clamata, et certa mors, ut docet Buchardus 
Decretoruoi, lib. xix.'' 

Werenfels says, p. 7, " The superstitious 
person could wish indeed that his estate might 
go to his next and best friends after his death, 
but he had rather leave it to any body than 
make his will, for fear lest he should pre- 
sently die after it." 

(®) ** The fVraith, or spectral appearance, 
of a person shortly to die (we read in the 
Introduction to the " Minstrelsy of the Scot- 
tish Border," p. clxvi.), is a firm article in 
the creed of Scottish superstition. Nor is it 
unknown in our sister kingdom. See the 
story of the beautiful lady Diana Rich. Au- 
brey's * Miscellanies,' p. 89." 

" The Wraith of a living person," says Dr. 
Jamieson, " does not, as some have supposed, 
indicate ^at he shall die soon : although in 
all cases viewed as a premonition of the dis- 
embodied state. The season, in the natural 
day, at which the spectre makes its appear- 
ance, is understood as a certain presage of the 
time of the person*s departure. If seen early 
in the inoming, it forebodes that he shall live 
long, and even arrive at old age ; if in the 
evening, it indicates that his death is at hand.** 
Etymol. Diet of Scot Lang, in v. 

Connected with Death Omens are the fol- 
lowing curious extracts. In the Dialogue 
of ** Dives and Pau^^»' fol. 1493^ Firste Pre- 
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cepte, cha|i. xlii. we read : " Divu. Is it kftil 
to trust ill /AeM fait'tngtB new fimnd^ to fi^ 
sodejiie dethe ? Pauper. It is a grete foly to 
trust therein : yf men were certayiie by sache 
fastynge tliat they shuld nat die sodeynly 
but haue tyme of repentaunoe, and to be 
i^reyyne and houselyue, they shulde be the 
more rechelesse in their lyvynge, and the lesse 
tale yeve for to doo amys in hope of amende- 
mente in their diyng. More sodeyn deth 
wyste I uevir that men hadde tlianne I wyste 
tbeym have that liave fastyd su<^e fiiates 
seven yere about. And was their ne?ir soo 
moche sodeyn deth so longe reignynge in this 
londe as hath be sithe suche fastynge beganne/* 

The time of this new fast seems to be 
pointed out in the following passage : <' I see 
no grounde ne reason whye it shuld be more 
medeful to fast alU Mondayet in the yere ujhan 
the Feeite of ottre Lady in Lente faUyth on 
Monday f thaiine to fast in worshyp of her 
IVediJMdaye, Friday, or Saturday," 

Our ancient popular Death Omens are all 
enumerated in the well-known " Historie of 
Thomas of Heading," 4to. Lond. 1632, pre- 
vious to his being murdered by his *' Oasts." 
Signat. O 4 b : " There is no remedy but he 
sliould goe to Colebrooke that night; but by 
the way he was heavy asleepe, that he could 
•cant keepe himself in the saddle; and when 
he came neere unto the towne, his nose burst 
out suddenly a bleeding." " Cole, beholding 
his Oast and Oastcsse earnestly, began to start 
backe, saying, what aile you to lookc so like 



pale I>eath1 good Lord, what have you done, 
that your hands are thus bloody ? What, my 
hands, said his Oast? Why, yon may see 
they are neither bloody nor foule ; either your 
eyes doe greatly daaell, or else fisncies of a 
troabled minde doe delude you." " With 
that the scritch-owle cried piteously, and 
anon, after, the night-raven sal croking haid 
by his window. Jesu have mercy upoo me, 
quoth bee, what an ill-favoured cry doe 
yonder catrion birds make ! and therewithal 
he laid him downe in his bed, from whence 
he never rose againe." 

Watching in the church-porch for Death 
Omens (on the Eves of St. Mark and Si. John 
Baptist) has been already noticed in the 
first volume of this woric (pp. 115, 176, 186). 
The following relation on this subject is found 
in the *' Athenian Oracle," vol. iii. p. 515: 
'< On last -«— eve, nine oUiers besides myself 
went into a church-pwch, with an expecta- 
tion of seeing those who ^ould die that year; 
but about eleven o^clock I was so afraid that 
I left them, and all the nine did positively 
aflirm to me, that about an hoar after, the 
church-docffs flying open,'' the minister (who, 
it seems, was much troubled that night in his 
sleep), with such as should die that year, did 
appear in order. Which persons they named 
to me, and they appeared th«i all very 
healthful, but six of them died in six wedu 
after, in the very same order that they ap- 
peared.^' Perhaps this comes more properly 
under -the head of Divinations than Omens. 



COEPSE CANDLES, FETCH-LIGHTS, oe DEAD-MEN'S 

CANDLES. 



Corpse Candles, says Grose, are very 
common appearances in the counties of Car- 
digan, Carmarthen, and Pembroke, and also 
in some other ports of Wales: they are called 
Candles, from their resemblance, not to the 
body of the Candle, but the fire; because 
that fire, says the honest Welshman, Mr. 
Davis, in a letter to Mr. Baxter, doth as much 
resemble material Candle-lights as eggs do 



eggs : saving that, in their journey, these 
Candles are sometimes visible and sometimes 
disappeared, especially if any one comes near 
to them, or in the way to meet them. On 
these occasions they vanish, but presently ap- 
pear again behind the observer and hold on 
their course. If a little Candle is seen, of a 
pale bluish colour, then follows the Corpse, 
either of an abortive, or some infieuit: if a 



OMSNS AMONG SAILORS. 



m 



laiger one, then the Corpse of some oue come 
to age. If there be seen two, three, or more, 
(^different sizes, some big, some small, then 
absll so many Corpses pass together, and of 
sach ages or degrees. If two Candles come 
fiom different jdaces, and be seen to meet, the 
Corpses will do the same; and if any of these 
Candles be seen to turn aside, through some 
by-path leading to the church, the following 
Coq»e will be found to take exactly the 
same way* Sometimes these Candles point 
out the places where persons shall sicken and 
die. They have also appeared on the bellies 
of pregnant women'previous to their delivery ; 
and predicted the drowning of persons passing 
a ford. Another kind of fiery apparition pe- 
culiar to Wales, is, what is called the Tan-we 
or Tan-wed. This appeareth, says Mr. Davis, 
to our seeming, in me lower region of the 
air, straight and long, not much unlike a 
Glaive, mours, or shoots, directly and level 
(as wlu) should say 111 hit), but far more 



slowly than falling stars. It lighteneth all 
the air and ground where it passeth, lasteth 
three or four miles or more, for i^ght is known, 
because no man seeth the rising or beginning 
of it; and when it falls to the ground, it 
sparkleth and lighteth all about These com- 
monly announce the death or decease of free- 
holders by £ftlling on their lands; and you 
shall scarce bury any such with us, says Mr. 
Davis, be he but a lord of a house and garden, 
but you shall find some one at his burial that 
hath seen this fire fall on some part of hii 
lands. 

Sometimes these appearances have been 
seen by the persons whose death they foretold: 
two instances of which Mr. Davis records as 
having happened in his own family. (^) 

For a particular relation of the appearance 
of a Fetch- Light, or Dead-Man s Candle, 
to a gentleman in Carmarthenshire, see the 
•* Athenian Oracle," vol. L pp. 76, 77. See 
also, ibid. vol. iii. p. 150. 
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0} See Aubrey's « Miscellanies," p. 176 ; 
Baxter's « World of Spirite," p. 131—137, 

Bishop Hall, in his " Characters of Vertues 
and Vices,'' speaking of the superstitious 
man, says : " Some wayes he will not go, and 
some he dares not ; either there are bugs, or 
he faineth them. Every lanteme is a ghost, 
and every noise is of chaines. He knowes not 
why, but his custom is to go a little about, and 
to leave the crosse still on the right hand." 

In the « Cambrian Register," 8vo. 1796, 
p. 431, we read :" " That, among the lower 
class of people, there is a general belief in the 
existence of apparitions, is unquestionable : 
but as to /Ae lighied Candle tprwging up upon 



the errand of Love, I believe that no person in 
Wales has ever before heard of it (the author 
is remarking on Pratt's * Gleaner') ; the tra- 
veller has probably confounded it with a very 
commonly-received opinion, that within the 
diocese of St. David's, a short space before 
Death, a Light is seen proceeding from the 
house, and sometimes, as has been asserted, 
from the very bed where the sick person lies, 
and pursues its way to the church where he 
or she is to be interred, precisely in the same 
track in which the funeral is afterwards to 
follow. This Light is called Camuyll Carpi, 
or the Corpse Candle." 
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Thbbe is a very singular marine supersti- 
tion noted in ** Petionius Arbiter;" it is that 



no person in a ship must pare his Nails or cut 
his Hair, except m a Storm. (') Bishop Hall^ 
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in hit *' C'luuracten of Vertucs and Vic«!fl/* 
•ueak'uif^ of the, 8U))er8titiuus man, observes 
that ** He will sever set io sea but on a Sun- 
day.' 

Sailors have various puerile apprehensions 
of its lH.'iii{( ominous to whistle on shipboard, 
to carry a Corpse in their vessel, &c. 

I find tiie following in '* A Helpc to Me- 
mory and Discourse,'' 12mo. Ix)nd. 1630, 
p. 5G : *' Q. Whether doth a dead Body in a 
shi^)pe cause the shippe to sayle slower, and 
if it doe, what is thouglit to be the reason 
thereof.' — ^. The shippe is as insensible of 
the living as of the dead ; and as the living 
make it goe the faster, so the dead make it 
not goe the slower, for the dead are no. Rhe- 
moras to alter the course of her passage, 
though some there be that thinke so, and that 
by a kind of mouniful sympathy." (*) 

The common sailors account it very un- 
lucky to lose a Water-Bucket or a Mop. To 
throw a Cat over-board, or drown one at 
sea, is the same. Children are deemed lucky 
to a ship. Whistling at sea is supposed to 
cause increase of wind, and is therefore much 
disliked by Seamen, though sometimes they 
themselves practise it when there is a dead 
calm. 

Pennant says, in his *' Zoology," vol. iii. 
p. 67, that *' the appearance of the Dol- 
puiN and the Porpesse are far from being 



esteemed favourable Omens by the Seamen, 
for their boundings, springs, and frolics in tlie 
water are held to be sure sig^ of an ap- 
proaching gale.** 

Willsford, in his "Nature's Secrets," p. 
135, tells us: " PorpaiMa^ or Sea-Hogs, when 
observed to sport and chase one another about 
ships, expect then some stormy weather. (') 

^ Dolpkiru, in fair and calm weather, per- 
suing one another as one of their wateridi 
pastimes, foreshews wind, and from that port 
whence they fetch their frisks; but if they 
play thus when the seas are rough and trou- 
bled, it is a sign of fair and calm weather to 
ensue. 

'* Cuttles, with their many legs, swimming 
on the top of the water, and striving to be 
above the waves, do presage a storm. 

" Sea-Ubchin8 thrusting themselves into 
the mud, or striving to cover their bodies widi 
sand, foreshews a storm. 

" Cockles, and motl ShelLFish, are ob- 
served against a tempest to have gravel stick- 
ing hard imto their shells, as a providence of 
Nature to stay or poise themselves, and to 
help weigh them down, if raised from the bot- 
tome by surges. 

*^ Fishes in general, both in salt and fresh 
waters, are observed to sport most, and bite 
more eagerly, against rain than at any other 
time." 
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(}) "Audio euim non licere cuiquam mor- 
talium in nave ueque ungues ueque capillos 
deiK)ijere,nisi quum pelago ventus irascitur." 
Petron. 369, edit. Mich. Hadrianid. And 
Juvenal, Sat. xii. 1. 81, says : 

"Tum stagnante sinu, gaudent ubi vertice 
raso 
Garrula securi narrare pericula Nautae." 

Sailors, usually the boldest men alive, are 
yet frequently the very abject slaves of super- 
stitious fear. " Innumerable," says Scot on 
Witchcraft, p. 53, " are the reports of acci- 
dents unto such as frequent tlie seas, as Fish- 
ermen and Sailors, who discourse of Noises 



Flashes, Shadows, Echoes, and other visible 
appearances, nightly seen and heard upon the 
surface of the water.'' 

Andrews, in his " Anecdotes,'' p. 331, says, 
"Superstition and Profaneness, those ex- 
tremes of human conduct, are too often found 
united in the Sailor ; and the man who dreads 
the stormy effects of drowning a Cat, or of 
whistling a Country-dance while he leans 
over the gunwale, will, too often, wantonly 
defy his Creator by the most daring execra- 
tions and the most licentious behaviour." He 
softens, however, tlie severity of this charge by 
owning " that most assuredly he is thoughtless 
of the faults he commits." 
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(■) ** Oar sailors/* says Dr. Pcggc (under 
die sig:natuTe of T. Row), in the "Gent. 
Mag.'* for January, 1763, vol. xxxiii. p. 14, 
"I am told, at this very day, I mean the 
Tnlgar sort of them, have a strange opinion of 
die Devil's power and agency in stirring up 
whkLs, and uiat is the reason they so seldom 
whistle on ship-board, esteeming that to be a 
mocking, and consequently an enraging, of 
tiie Devil. And it appears now that even 
Zoroaster himself imagmed there was an Evil 
Sprit called Fa to, that could excite violent 
■torms of wind. * 

Sir Thomas Browne has the following sin- 



gular passage : ^* That a King-fisher, hanged 
hy the bill, showeth us wliat quarter the wind 
is, by an occult and secret propriety, con- 
verting the breast to that point of the horizon 
from whence the wind doth blow, is a received 
opinion and very strange — introducing natu- 
ral weathercocks, and extending magneticol 
positions as far as animal natures : a conceit 
supported chiefly by present practice, yet not 
made out by reason or experience." 

(*) In " Canterbury Guests, or a Bargain 
Broken," a comedy, by Uaveiiscroft, 4to. p. 
24, we read : " My heart begins to leap, and 
play like a Porpice before a Storm,'^ 



WEATHER OMENS. THE SKY, PLANETS, &c. 



The learned Moresin, in his " Papatus," 
reckons among Omens the Hornedness of the 
Moon, the Shooting of the Stars, and the Chudy 
RtMing o//A<rSuN.'|(») 

Shakspeare, in his << Richard II.,*' act ii. 
sc. 4, tells us : 

— " Meteors fright the fixed Stars of 
heaven ; 
The pale-fac'd Moon looks bloody on the 

earth, 
And lean-look'd prophets whisper fearful 

change : 
These signs forerun the death or fall of 
kings." 

In *' A Defensative against ^e Poyson of 
supposed Prophecies, by the Earl of Noith- 
ampton,'* 4to. Lond. 1583, signat. V 4, we 
read, ''When dyvers, uppon greater scru- 
pulosity than cause, went al)out to dis- 
swade her Majestye, (Queen Elizabeth,) lying 
then at Hichmonde, from looking on the 
Comet which appeared last ; with a courage 
aunswerable to the greatnesse of her state, shee 
caused the windowe to be sette open, and cost 
out thys worde, jacta est alea, the dyce are 
throwne, afiinuing that her stedfast hope and 
confidence was too firmly planted ni the 
providence of God to be blasted or afirighted 
with those beames, which either had a ground 
in nature whereuppon to rise, or at least no 
warrant out of scripture \o portend the mis- 
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happes of princes.** He adds, ^' I can affii-m 
tlius much, as a present witnesse, by mine 
owne experience.'* 

There is nothing superstitious in prognos- 
tications of weather from Agues and Corns. 
" Aches and Corns," says LordVerulam, '* do 
engrieve (afflict) either towards rain or frost • 
the one makes the humours to abound more 
and the other makes them sharper.'* Thus 
also Butler, in his " Hudibras," p. iii. c. ii 
1. 405 : 

^' As old sinners have all points 
O* th* compass in their bones and joints, 
Can by their pangs and aches find 
All turns and changes of the wind. 
And, better than by Napier*s bones. 
Feel in their own the age of moons.*' 

In the following passage from Gay*s first 
Pastoral are some curious rural Omens of 
the weather: 

— " We learnt to read the skies. 
To know when Hail will fall, or Winds 

arise. 
He taught us erst the Heifer*s Tail to 

view, (*) 
When stuck aloft, that show'rs would 

straight ensue ; 
He first that useful secret did explain, 
Why (picking Co/vm foretold the gath'ring 

rain; 
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Wbni Sw ALLOW fl fleet Mar high aiid sport | 

ill air, j 

H*i tuhi lu that tin; welkin wculd be dear." , 

Tliu? also ill tlie "Trivia** of the same 
iMx.'t similar Omciis occur fur tbose who liTe 
in towns : 

I 

** But when the swinging SibNs your ears j 

ofleiid i 

With creaking noise, then rainy floods im- j 

pend ; 

Socn shall the kennels swell with rapid • 

streams — ; 



On hosier's p^iles deprndiiig stockings tied [ 
Flag with the slacken d gale from side to j 

side ; j 

Cm-'BCH Monuments foretel the changing 

air;(») 
Then Niobe dissolves into a tear. 
And sweats with secret grief; you'll hear | 

the sounds 
Of whistling winds, ere kennels break their j 

bound) ; I 

Ungrateful odours Common-Siioreb dif- 
fuse, 
And dropping vault i distil unwholesome 

dews, 
Ere the tiles rattle with the smoking 

showV,** &r. 

In *' Tlie Husliandmairi I'ractice, or Prog- 
noHtication forKvcr,'' 8vo. I.iond. 1664, p. 137, 
I find the following Omens of RAIN : 

*< DucKH and Drakes shaking and flutter- 
uig their wings when they rise — young Horses 
rubbing their bucks agninst the ground — 
Sheep bleating, playnig, or skipping wan- 
tonly— Swine being seen to carry bottles of 
hay or straw to any place and hide them (*) — 
OxKN licking themselves against the hair\^) 
"the Hparkling of a Lamp or Candi.!-: — the 
falling of SouT tlown a chimney more than 
ordinary — Fuoos croaking — Swallows fly- 
ing low," &c. &c. r') 

Coles, in his ** Introduction to tlie Know- 
Iwlgr of rbiUtH,' p. aft, HuyH, »' If the down 
flyeth off Coi.t'h-k)()T, Danmki^on, and 
TiiiHTLKH, when tboro is no windo, it in a 
signe of rain." 

OuTHlJNDKR-SlJPKRSTlTIONS our 
Ivstimuuics lure as numerous as thoee of Itnin. 



Lecmard Diggcs, gentleBiaii, is hie rare woA 
entitled <* A Plr^;noetication Euerlasting ef 
ryght good Effected ftc. 4to. Loud. 1551 
ful. 6 b, tells us, '* Thundcn in the morning 
signifie wyi.de ; about Doooe, layne; in the 
eveniiig, great tempest. Somme wryte {ihm 
g;roond I see not) that Sondayet thnndie 
•houlde bryiige the death of learned omb, 
jodgee, and others; Mondaye'a thandic^ ihe 
death of women ; Tuesdaye** thundre, plenlii 
ofgraine; l^'eduesday's thundre, the deaAe 
of harluttes, and other blodshede ; Thwiday*s 
thundre, pleiitie of shepe and come ; Fxidaiell 
thundre, the slaughter of a great man, and 
other horrible murders; Saturdaye's thun- 
dre, a generall pestilent plague and great 
deathe. (7) 

In Lloyd's '* Stratagems of Jerusalem," 4to. 
1602, p. 286, we read : *• The Tbraeiaus, when 
it thunders, take their bowes and arrowes, and 
shoote up to the cloudes against the Thunder, 
imagining by their shooting to drive the 
Thunden away. Cabrias, the generall of 
Athens, being ready to strike a battell on m, 
it suddenly lightened, which so terrified die 
soldiers that they were unwilling to fi^it, 
untill Cabrias said that now the time is to 
fight, when Jupiter himselfe, with his lighten- 
ing, doth shewe a signe that he is ready 
to go before us. So Epaminondas, at his go- 
ing to battell it suddeidy lightened that it so 
amazed his souldiers that Epaminondas com- 
forted them and saide, * Lumen hoc uumina 
ostcndunt,' — by these Lighteirings the Gods 
shew us that we shall have victories." 

Ibid. p. 387 : *' In Rome, the dictator, the 
consul, the prsetor, and other magistrates, were 
to be removed from their offices, if the sooth- 
sayer SKwe any occasion by Lightning, Thun- 
dering, by removing of Starres, by flying of 
Fowles, by intrailes of Beasts, by eclipse of , 
tiic Sun and Moon.** 

Ibid. p. 288, we read: '^Pan. ^milius, 
consul and generall of the Romanes in Mace- 
donia, at what time he sacrific'd unto the gods 
in the city of Amphipolis, it lightned, whereby 
: lie was pcrswaded it pretended the o»*erthrow 
I of the kingdom of Macedonia, and his great 
I victory and tryumph of the same at Rome.** 
I "Willsfbrd, in his «* Nature's Secrets,** p. 
113, nays: »' Thunder and Lightning in win- 
ter in hut country es is usual, and hath the 
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■me effecti ; hut in those northern climates 
it if held ominous, portending factinis, tu- 
Bvlti, and bloody wars, and a tbiug seldome 
KCDy according to the old adigy, * Winter's 
Ihander is the sommer's wonder.' '* 

Maasey, in his notes on Ovid's " Fasti," p. 
Malays: **The left-hand Thunder was ac- 
ooonted a happy Omen by the Romans, but 
ijfytibe Greeks and barbarians it was thought 
ottMTwise : so inconsistent are suiwrstitious 
obteivations." See Tully, de Diviuatioue, 
lib* ii. cap. 39. 

f Ijotd Northampton, in the '^ Defensative 
Igftinit the Poyjon ci supposed Prophecies," 



4to. Lond. 1583, signat. T 2 b, tells us, " It 
chauijceth sometimes to thunder about that 
time and season of the yeare when swaimes 
Latch their young ; and yet no doubt it is a 
paradox of siin})Ie men tu thinke that a swaime 
cannot hat* h without a cracke of Thunder,^* (•) 
From the following simile given by Boden- 
ham, in his *' Belvedere, or the Garden of the 
Muses/* p. 153, it should seem that our an- 
cestors held somehow or other the Hedge- 
uoo to be a prognosticator of the Weathn^. 
Edit 8vo. Loud. 1600 : 

" As ktdgt'hogs doe fore-tee ensuing Stormetf 
So wise men are for fortune still (nrepared.** 
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O « LunsB comiculationem, Solis nubilum 
oactoin, Stellarum trajectiones in aere." Pa- 
patos, p. 21. On toe Hoiiiediiess of the 
Moon, see the present yolume, p. 74. 

Googe, in his translation of Naogtorgus^s 
« Popsh Kingdome," fol. 44, has the follow- 
ing passage on 

Skg Oman, 

"Beride they give attentive eare to blinde 

Astronomars, 
Aboixt th' aspects in every howre of smidrie 

shining stars ; 
And underneath what planet every man is 

borne and bred, 
What good or evill fortune doth hang over 

every hed. 
Hereby they thinke assuredly to know what 

shall befall, 
As men that have no perfite fayth nor trust 

in God at all ; 
But thinke that every thing is wrought and 

wholly guided here, 
By mooviiig of the Planets, and the whirl- 
ing of the Speare.'* 

In *' The Secret Memoirs of the late Mr. 
Duncan CaxnpbelV 8vo. Lond. 1732, pp. 61, 
63, we read, '* There are olhers who from the 
<^uds calculate the incidents that are to be- 
fal them, and see men on horseback, moun- 



tains, ships, forests, and a thousand other fine 
IhingpB in the air.^' 

(«} In " The British Apollo,*' fol. Lond. 
1708, vol. i. No. 51, is said, 

'< A learned case I now propound. 
Pray give an answer as profound ; 
'Tis why a Com, about half an hour 
Before there comes a Lasty shower, 
Does clap her tail against tlie hedge t" 

In '* Tottenham Court," a comedy, Ato, 
Lond. 1638, p. 21, we read, ** I am sure 1 have 
foretold weather from the turning up of my 
cowe's tayle." 

(') The following simile is foimd in Bishop 
HalPs " Virgidemiarum," 12mo, 1598, p. 85 : 

*< So lookes he like a marble toward Rayne.** 

(♦) I find the following in •* The Curiosi- 
ties, or the Cabinet of Nature," 12mo. Lond. 
1637, p. 262 : « Qu, Why is a storme said to 
followe presently, when a company of hogges 
runne crying h^me? An. Some say that a 
hog is most dull and of a melancholy nature ; 
and so by reason doth foresee the raine that 
cometb; and in time of raine indeed I have 
observed that most cattell doe iiricke up their 
eares : as for example an asse will, when be 
perceiveth a storme of raine or hail doth 
foUow." 

K 2 



132 



NOTES TO WEATHER OMENS. 



I 



(') See before, p. 107. In Dekker's '' Match | 
me in London,*' act iv., we read, * 

** Beasts licking Against the hajn 
Foreshew some storme, and I fore-Me some 
snare.** 

(') Thus also in Smart's '^ Hop-Garden,** 
b. ii. 1. 105, p. 127 : 

*' And oft, alas ! the long-ex per ienc*d wights 
(Oh ! could they too prevent them !) storms 

foresee, 
For as the storm rides on the rising clouds, 
Fly the fleet Wild-geese far away, or else 
The Heifer toward the zenith rearu her 

head, 
And with expanded nostrils snuffs the air : 
The SwaUotcs too their airy circuits weave, 
And, screaming, skim the t>rook ; and feu- 
bred Frogs 
Forth from their hoarse throats their old 

grutch recite ; 
Or from her earthly coverlets the v/w/ 
Heaves her huge legs along the narrow 

way ; 
Or bends Thaumantia's variegated bow 
Atliwart the cope of heav'n ; or sable Crotcs 
Obstreperous of wing, in crowds ccmibine." 

" Next hark 
How the curst Raven with her harmless 

voice 
Invokes the rain, and croaking to herself. 
Struts on some spacious solitary shore. 
Nor want thy servants and thy wife at 

home 
Signs to presage the show'r ; for in the hall 
Sheds Niobe her precious tears, and warns 
Beneath thy leaden tubes to fix the vase. 
And catch the falling dew-drops, which 

supply 
Suft water and salubrious, far the best 
To soak thy hops and brew tliy generous 

beer." 

(7) Among ** Exhraordinarie Tokens for the 
Knowledge of Weather," he adds: "Some 
nave ol^served evil weather to folow when 
watry Foules leave the sea, desiring lande ; the 
Foules of the landc flying hyghe; tlie crying 
of Fowles about waters, making a grrat noyse 
with their wyngcs; alfio the sees swellyng witli 
uncustomed waves; if Ueastcs eatc grcch-ly ; if 
they lyckc their hooves; if th^-y sodiyiilye 



move here and there, makyng a nojie, bre6- 
yng up to the ayre with open nostrels, Rajne 
foloweth. Alio the bufyberingofMoules; the 
appering, or coming out of Wcrmes ; Henoci 
resorting to the perche or reste, covered wifk 
dust, declare Rajne. The ample woriciiif of 
the Spixmar in the ayre ; the Ant busied widk 
her egges ; the Bees iu fayre weather not fan 
wandryng ; the continuall piatyng of Ihl 
Crowe, chiefly twyse or thryseqojckeGalUqg^ 
shew Tempest. Whan the Crowe or RavBB 
gapeth against the sunue, in summer, Hate 
foloweth. If they busy thenuelles iu proyning 
or washyng, and that in wynter, loke fcr 
Raine. The uncustomed noiae of Pultry, die 
noise of Swine, of Pecokes, declare the same. 
The Swalowe flying and beating the water, 
the chirping of the Sparow in the morning, sig- 
nifie Rayne. Raine sodainly dried up; woody 
coveringes strayter than of custome; Bdles 
harde further then commonly; the wallow3fiig 
of Dogges; the alteration Jof the Cocke crow- 
ing ; all declare rainy weather. I leave titese, 
wanting the good grounde of the rest If the 
learned be desyrefull of the to forMyd, Id 
them reade grave Virgil, primo GecNvicinuiii, 
At Bor, &c." 

(") In Sir JohnSinclair*8 " Statittical Account 
of Scotland," vol. x. 8vo. Edmb. 1794, p. 14, 
parish of Wick, co.of Caidiness, the minister, 
speaking of the Swans which periodically visit 
the lakes there, says : " They are remarkable 
prognosticators of the weather, and much re- 
lied on as such by the farmer." 



In the "Cambrian Register,'* 8vo. 1796, p. 
430, we read : " It cannot be denied that the 
Welsh have much superstition amongst them, 
though it is wearing off very fast. But the 
instance adduced here, (by 'The Gleaner/) 
that of their predicting a Storm 6y the roaring 
of the sea, is a curious kind of proof of their 
superstition. Their predictions, if they may 
be so called, are commonly justified by the 
event; and may, I apprehend, be accounted 
for from causes as natural as the forebodings of 
shepherds ; for which they have rules and data 
as well known to themselves, and, perhaps, as 
little liable to error, as any of thoee established 
by the more enlightened philosophers of the 
present day." 
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VEGETABLES. 



WiLLSFOiiD, in his " Nature's Secrets,'* p. 
136, tells us thai *' Tbefoile, or Claver- 
ORA88E, against stormy and tempestuous wea- 
ther, will seem rougli, and the leaves of it 
stare and rise up, as if it were afraid of on 
assault. 

** Tezils, or Fi.'LLER'g Thistle, heing ga- 
thered and hanged up in the hou8<*, where 
the air may come freely to it, upon tlie alter- 
ation of cold and windy weatlier, will grow 
smoother, and against rain will close up his 
prickles. 

''Heliotropes and Marioolds do not only 
presage stormy weather, by closing or con- 
tracting together their leaves, but turn towards 
the 8un*s rays all the day, and in tiie evening 
•hut up shop. 

" Pine-Apfles, hanging up in Uie house 
where they freely may enjoy tlie air, will close 
tlicmsclves against wet and cold weather, and 
open against hot and dry times. 

** The Leaves of Trees and Plants in gene* 



ral will shake and tremble against a tempest 
more than ordinary. 

^All tender buds, blossoms, and delicate 
flowers, against the incursion of a storm, do 
contract and withdraw tliemselves within their 
husks and leaves, whereby each may preserve 
itself from the injury of the weather.*' 

He says, ibid. p. 14 i : " Leaves in the wind, 
or down floating upon the water, are signs of 
tempests. In autumn (some say), in the Ga//, 
or Oak'AppUt one of these three things will 
be found (if cut in pieces) : a flie, denoting 
want ; a worm, plenty ; but, if a spider, mor- 

tality.'X*) 

He tells us, ibid., that '' the Broom having 
])1enty of blossoms, or the Walnut Tree, is a 
sign of a fruitful year of Com." That " great 
store of Nuts and Almonds presage a plentiful 
year of Com, especially Filberds." 

*'Whcn Roses and Violets flourish in 
autumn, it is an evil sign of an insuing plague 
the year following, or some pestiferous disease.*' 



NOTE TO VEGETABLES. 



( * ) Lupton, in his third '' Book of Notable 
Things" (edit. 8vo. 1660, p. 52), No. 7, says : 
''If you take an Oak Apple from an Oak 
Tree, and upon the same you shall And a 
little worm therein, which if it doth flye away 
it signifies wars; if it creeps, it betokens scarce- 
ness of Corn ; if it run about, then it fore- 
shews the plague. This is the countryman's 
astrology, which they have long observed for 



truth— Mizaldus." He says, ibid. 25 : " The 
leaves of an Elm Tree, or of a Peach Tree, 
falling before their time, do foreshew or be* 
token a murrain or death of cattle.— ^ar- 
danus." 

In the Supplement to the "Athenian Oracle," 
p. 476 : «' The fly in the Oak Apple is ex- 
plained as denoting war; the spicier, pesti- 
lence ; the small worm, plenty." 



STUMBLING. 



We gather, from Congreve's "Love for 
Love," where, in the character of Old Fore- 
sight, he so forcibly and wittily satiiizes Su- 



perstition, tliat to stumble in going down 
stairs is held to be a bad omen. ( ' ) 



lU 



" It M lackr.*' UTf Gruae, ^ to tamUe up 
ftUin.~ Pr^^AiblT tiiii it a j ^ular ofaierrap 
tiofi. ro«Aij!fjj^ it wu luckv tue party did not 
tuinMe doJFU stain. 

Meltuij, ill hif ** Astri»Iozaiter/* p. 45.iajt: 
** 10. Tbat if a maxi stumbles in amomiDgai 
aooo as be comes out of d -res. it is a sigtie of 
ill Iiicke." He addi : '• 30. That if a hone 
gtuRiMe on tlie highway, it is a signe of ill 
locke.*^ 

Biifaop Hall, in his " Characters of Vertues 
and Vices,*' under the bead of The Supersti- 



tkms Man, obKiTea,that « if he stamhledat 
the tfamhold, be feares a mischief/' (') 

Stumbling at a t^we was anciently reckoned 
onuuoos ; tfaos Shak^peare : 

*' How oft to-night 

Hare my old feK stumbled at graTCS !'*(") 

Ganle, in his " Mag-astromancen pond 
and puael*dr p. 181, omits not, in his v«y 
full catalogue of rain ObservatioDS and Su- 
perstitious ominations thereupon, '* the stum* 
bl'aig at first going about an entserprise.** 



NOTES TO STUMBLING. 



^rom him, as well as from the '^ Spec- 
Jitor,** we gather, that sometimes '*a rusty 
nail, or a crooked pin, shoots up into prodi- 



r«« 



I" 



Cicero, in his second book ^'de Divina- 
tione/' ^ 40, observes : ^ Quae si suscipiamus, 
pedit ofentio nobis, et abruptio corrigise et 
steniutameiita erunt oliservanda.'* 

In Pet. Molin»i •* Vates," p. 218, we read : 
** Si quis in limine impegit, ominosum est.'* 

" That you may never stumble at your 
going out in the morning," is found among 
the omens deprecated in Barton Holiday's 
comedy, called " TEXNOFAMIA, or the Mar- 
riage of the Arts," 4to. signat. E b. 

(*) Poor Robin, in his Almanac for 



1695, thus ridicules the sopentitions Charms 
to avert ill luck in Stumbling: *' All those 
who, walking the streets, stumble at a stick 
or stone, and when they are past it turn back 
again to spurn or kick the stone tfaey stumbled 
at, are liable to turn students in Goatam 
College; and, upon admittance, to have a 
coat put upon him, with a cap, a bauble, and 
other ornaments belonging to his degree." 

(») In "Whimries; or, a New Cast of 
Characters," 12mo. Lend. 1631, speaking of a 
yealous (jealous) neighbour, the author says: 
"His earth-reverting body (according to his 
mind) is to be buried in some cell, roach, or 
vault, and in no open place, lest passengers 
(belike) might stumble on his grave." 



KNIVES, SCISSORS, EAZORS, &c. 



It is unlucky, says Gi-ose, to lay one's 
Knife and Fork crosswise ; crosses and mis- 
fortunes are likely to follow. Melton, in his 
«' Astrologaster," p. 45, in his catalogue of 
many 8U^)erstitiou8 ceremonies, observes : " 25. 
That it IS naught fi)r any man to give a pair 
of Knives to his sweetlieart, for feare it cuts 
away all luvo that is Iwtwecne them." Thus 
(Jay, in his second Pastoral uf '• The Shepherd's 
Wwk :" 



" But woe is me ! such presents luckless prore, 
For Knives, they tell me, always aeyer We.^' 

It is, says Grose, unlucky to present a 
Knife, Scissors, Razor, or any sharp or cut- 
ting instrument, to one's Mistress or Friend, as 
they are apt to cut love and friendship. To 
avoid the ill effects of this, a pin, a farthing, 
or some trifling recompense, must be taken in 
return. To find a Knife or Razor denotes ill- 
luck and disappointment to the party. (^) 



FINDING OR LOSING THINGS. 



135 



NOTE TO KNIVES, SCISSORS, RAZORS, &c. 



C). A ^nite Cbaxm lias been already cited 
fw. ii. p. 50, under Christknino Customs, 
Horn Herrick^a « Hesperides/* It likewise 
oeoun in •'Wit a Sportiug in a Pleawnt 
Qrore cf New Fancies," 8vo. Lond. 1657, 
p. 78. 



The following is found in Delrio, ** Disquitit 
Masfic." p. 494, from Beezius: "Item ne 
Alf, vel Mar equitet IVf ulierem in puerperio 
jacentem, vel ue Infaus rapiatur (a strigibus) 
debet pjui Cultellus vel Corrigia super Lec- 
tum." 



OF FINDING OR LOSING THINGS. 



]fBLToN,in his "Astrologaster/'p. 46, says : 
*' 11. That if a man, walking in the fields, 
finde any foure-leaved Grasse, he shall, in a 
small while after, finde some good thing/* 
He tells us, ibid. : « 15. That it is naught for 
a man or woman to lose their hose Garter." As 
alaa, ibid. : ** 14. That it is a sign of ill lucke 
to finde Money.*' 

Greene, in his " Art of Conny- Catching," 
signal. B, tells us, *' 'Tis ill lucke to keepe 
found Money." Therefore it must be spent. 



Doctor Nathaniel Home, in his " Damon- 
ologie, or the Character of tiie Crying Evils of 
the Pi-esent Times," &c., 8vo. Lond. 1650, 
p. 60, tells U3 : ** How frequent is it with 
people ( especially of the more ignorant sort, 
which makes the things more suspected) to 
think and say (as Master Perkins relates), if 
they finde some pieces of Iron,(^) it is a pre- 
diction of good lucke to the Finders ! If they 
find a piece of Silver, it is a foretoken of ill 
luck to them." 



NOTE TO FINDING OR LOSING THINGS. 



(') Mason, in his *' Anatomie of Sorcerie," 
4to. Lond. 1612, p. 90, enumerating our su- 
perstitious, mentions as an Omen of good 
lucky **If drinke be spilled upon a man ; or if 
he find old iron.*' Hence it is accounted a 
lucky Omen to find a Horte-Shoe, 

The Hon. Robt. Boyle, in his " Occasional 
Reflections," 8vo. Lond. 1665, p. 217, says : 
*< The common people of this country have a 
tradition that *tis a lucky thing to find a Horse- 
Shoe. And, though 'twas to make myself 
merry with diis fond conceit of the supersti- 
tious vulgar, I stooped to take this up." 



There is a popular custom of crying out 
"Halves!" on seeing another pick up any- 
thing which he has found, and this exclama* 
tion entitles the person who makes it to one 
half of the value. This is alluded to as fol- 
lows in Dr. John Savage*s ** Horace to Scasva 
imitated," 8vo. Lond. 1730, p. 32 : 

" And he, who sees you stoop to th' ground. 
Cries, Halves ! to everything youVe found." 

The well-known trick of dropping the Ring 
is founded on tliis custom. 
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NAMES. 



Among the Greeks it was on ancient custom 
to refer Misfortunes to the sigmJUratitm ofpif' 
per yamfs. The Scholiast upon Sophocles, as 
cited by Jodrell in his "* Euripides/* vol ii. p. 
319, &c., oltsenres, tliat this ludicrous custom 
of analyzing the proper Names of persons, and 
deriving ominous inferences from their dif- 
ferent significations in their state of analysis, 
ap|)ears to have pre>'ailed among the Grecian 
)>oets of the first reputation. Sliakspeare, he 
adds, was much addicted to it. He instances 
•* Richard II.," act ii. sc. 1. : " How is't with 
aged Gaunt r" 

In an alphabetical explanation of hard 
words, at the end of "The Academy of 
Pleasure,'' r2mo. Lond. 1658, an anagram is 
defined to l)e"a divuiation by Names, called 
by the ancients Oiiomantia. The Greeks referre 



this invention to Lycophron, who was one of 
those tbey called the Seven Starres, or Pleiades; 
afterwards (as witnesses Eustachius) there were 
divers Greek wits that disported themselves 
herein, as he which turned Atla[s, for his heavy 
burthen in supporting heaven, into Taht, that 
is, wretched. Some will maintain, that each 
man's fortune is written in his Name, which 
they call Anagramatism, or Metragramatism : 
poetical liberty will not blush to use e for a, 
V for w« s for z. That amorous youth did 
very queintly sure (resolving a mysterious ex- 
pression of his love to Rose Hill), when in the 
border of a painted cloth he caused to be 
painted, as rudely as he had devised grossly, a 
rose, a hill, an eye, a loaf, and a well, that is, 
if you spell it, ' / love Rate Hill weli,^ 



I *t 



MOLES. 



In " Tlie Husbandman^s Practice ; or Prog- 
nostication for Ever, as Teacheth Albert, Al- 
kind, Haly, and Ptolomy,'' 8vo. Loud. 1658, 
p. 153, tliere is a considerable waste of words 
to show what Moles in several parts of the 
body denote, almost too ridiculous to be 
transcribed. Some of the first are as follow : 
^ " If the man shall have a Mole on the place 
right against the heart, doth denote him un- 
doubtedly to be wicked." 

" If a Mole shall be seen either on the man*s 
or woman's belly, doth demonstrate that he or 
she to be a great feeder, glutton." 

" If a Mole, in either the man or woman, 
shall appear on the place right against the 
spleen, doth signify that lie or she shall be 
much passionated and oftentimes sick.'* 

As all the remaining ones are equally ab- 
surd with the above specimens, I shall not 
trouble the reader with any more of them. (^) 

Misson, in his " Travels in England," 
translated by Ozell, observes, p. 358, that 
** When Englishmen, i.e. the common people. 



have fVartt or Moles on their faces, they are 
very careful of the great hairs that grow out 
of those excrescences ; and several have told 
me they look upon those hairs as tokens of 
good luck." 

In " The Claim, Pedigree, and Proceed- 
ings of James Percy," (the trunk-maker,) who 
claimed the earldom of Northumberland in 
1680, folio, signat. D, occurs the following 
passage : " When you came first to me, I 
shewed you a Mold like a half-moon upon 
my body (born into the world with it), as hath 
been the like on some of the Percys formerly. 
Now search William Percy, and see if God 
hath marked him so ; surely God did foresee 
the troubles, although the law takes no notice : 
but God makes a true decision, even as he 
was pleased to make Esau hairy and Jacob 
smooth.'* It is almost superfluous to observe 
that the parliament paid no regard to this 
divine signature, as James called it, for he did 
not succeed to the earldom of Northumber- 
land. 



f 



CHARMS. 
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NOTE TO MOLES. 



(') The foUowiugon this most ridiculous 
subject is presenred in fiie twelfth book of 
"A Thousand Notable Things :*' 

** 9. A Mole on the feet and hands shews 
there are others on the testes, and denotes 
many children. 

** 10. Moles on the arm and shoulder de- 
note great wisdom ; on the left, debate and 
ccmtention. Moles near the armhole, riches 
and honour. A Mole on the neck commonly 
denotes one near the stomack, which denotes 
strength. 

^ 11. A Mole on the neck and throat de- 
Doies riches and health. A Mole on the chin, 
another near the heart, and signifies riches. 

<* 12. A Mole on the lip another on the testes, 
and signifies good stomacks and great talkers. 

'* 13. A Mole on the right side of the fore- 
head is a sign of great riches both to men and 
women ; and on the other side, the quite con- 



trary. Moles on the right ear of men or 
women denote riches and honour; and on 
the left, the quite contrary. 

"14. A Mole between the eye-brow and 
edge of the eye-lid, there will be another be- 
tween the navel and the secrets. 

" 15. A red Mole on the nose of a man or 
woman, there will be another on the most 
secret parts, and sometimes on the ribs, and 
denotes great lechery. Moles on the ankles 
or feet signify modesty in men, and courage 
in women. 

"16. A Mole or Moles on the belly denote 
great eaters. A Mole on or about the knees 
signifies riches and virtue; if on a woman's 
left knee, many children. A Mole on the 
left side of the heart denotes very ill qualities. 
A Mole on the breast denotes poverty. A 
Mole on the thighs denotes great poverty and 
infelicity." 



CHARMS. 



Tbe following notice of Charms occurs in 
Bamaby Googe^s translation of Naogeorgus's 
« Popish Kingdom,'* fol. 57 b: 

'* Besides, for Charmes and Sorceries, in all 

•things they excell. 
Both Dardan and the Witches foule, that 

by Mseotis dwell. 
The reason is, that yet to trust in God they 

have no skill, 
Nor will commit themselves unto tli' Al- 

mightie Father's will. 
If any woman brought abed, amongst them 

haps to lie, 
Then every place, enchaunter lyke, they 

dense and purifie. 
For feare of Sprightes, least harme she take, 

or caried cleane away. 
Be stolne from thence, as though she than 

in greatest daunger lay; 



When as hir travailes overpast, and ended 

well hir paine. 
With rest and sleepe she seekes to get her 

strength decayde againe. 
The like in travailes hard they use, and 

mariages as well, 
And eke in all things that they buy, and 

every thing they sell. 
About these Catholikes necks and hands 

are always hanging Charmes, 
That serve against all miseries, and all vn- 

happie harmes ; 
Amongst the which, the threatning writ of 

Michael maketh one, 
And also the beginning of the Gospell of 

Saint John : 
But these alone they do not trust, but with 

the same they have 
Theyr barbrous wordes and crosses drawne, 

with bloud, or painted brave. 
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Hiey swordef enchaunt, and hones strong, 

and flesh of men they make 
So liarde and tough, that they ne care what 

blowes or cuttes they take ; 
And, using Necromancie thus, themselves 

they safely keepe, 
From buwes or gims, and from the wolres 

their caffel, (}) lambes, and sheepe : 
No journey also they doe take, but CluLrmes 

they with them beare ; 
Besides, in glistering glasses fayre, or else 

in christall cleare, 
They Sprightes enclose ; and as to Prophets 

true, so to the same 
They go, if any thing be stolne, or any 

taken lame, 
And when theyr kine doe give no milke, 

or hurt, or bitten sore, 
Or any other harme that to these wretches 

happens more/' 

lu Bale's ** Interlude concerning Nature, 
Moses, and Christ,'* 4tu. 1562, signat. C 1 b, 
Idolati7 is described with the following qua^ 
lities : 

" Mennes fortunes she can tell ; 
She can by sayenge her Ave Marye, 
And by otlier Charmes of Sorcerye, 
Ease men of the Toth ake by and bye ; 

Yea, and fatche the Devyll from Hell.** 

And ibid. C 2, the same personage says : 

" With holy Oyle and Waler 
I can so cloyne and clatter, 
That I can at the latter 

Many sutelties contryve : 
I can worke wyles in battell, 
If I but ones do spattle 
I can make come and cattle 

That they shall never thryve.*' 



" When ale is in the fat,. 
If the Bruar please me nat. 
The cast shall fall down flat, 

And never have any strength : 
No man shall tonne nor bake, 
Nor meate in season make, 
If I agaynst him take. 

But lose his labour at length." 



" Theyr wells I can up drye, 
Cacoe trees and herbes to dye. 
And slee all pulterye. 

Whereas men doth me move : 
I can make stoles to daunce 
And earthen potles to piauu c e , 
That noue shall them enhannce, 

And do bat cast my glove. 

I have Charmes for the ploug^e. 
And also for the Cowghe ; 
She shall gyve mylke ynowghe 

So long as I am pleaaed. 
Apace the myll shall go. 
So shall the credle do. 
And the musterde queme also. 

No man tiierwyth dyseaaed.*' 

Dr. Heray, in his ** History of Great Bri- 
tain,*' vol. i. p. 286, says, " When the minds 
of men are haunted with Dreams of Chasns 
and Enchantments, they are apt to fancy that 
the most common occurrences in Nature are 
the efiects of magical arts.** (^) 

Camden, in his " Ancient and Modem 
Manners of the Irish,** tells us, ** They think 
women have Charms divided and distributed 
among them ; and to them persons apply ae> 
cording to their several disorders, and they 
constantly begin and end the Charm widi 
Pater Noster and Ave Maria.** See Gough*8 
edition of the "Britannia,** 1789, vol. iii. 
p. 668. 

Mason, in the '* Anatomie of Sorcerie,** 4to. 
Lond. 1612, p. 62, says, << The word Charms 
is derived of the lAtin word Camiem, the let- 
ter h being put in." ('J 

Avicen, to prove that there are Charms, 
affirms that all material substances are sub- 
ject to the human soul, properly disposed and 
exalted above matter. Diet. Cur. p. 144. 



SAJUrj^ OS SPITTING. 
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NOTES TO CHARMS. 



. the '< Statistical Accoiuit of Scot- 
ol. xvi. 8vo. Edinb. 1795, p. 122, 
Killeam, county of Stirling, we read, 
iin quantity of covr-dung is fbraed 
mouth of a Calf immediately after 
ed, or at least before it receives any 
«nng to this, the vulg^ believe that 
and Fairies can have no powor ever 
njure the calf. But these and such- 
nrstitious customs are every day more 
e losing their influence.*' 
r Thomas Browne tells us, that to 
legged, or with our fingers pectinated 
^thor, is accounted bad, and friends 
uade us from it. The same conceit 
ly possessed the ancients, as is ob- 
from Pliny, " Poplites alteruis geni- 
lonere nefas olim;'" and also from 
IS that it was an old venificious prac- 
id Juno is made in this posture to 
le delivery of Alcmaena. See Bourne 
id*s ** Popular Antiquities," p. 95. 
k, in his copy of that work, has in- 
le following Note : *' To sit croes- 
[ have always understood was in- 
) produce good or fortunate conse* 
Hence it was employed as a Charm 
1 by one boy who wished well for 
in order to deprecate some punidi- 
ich both might tremble to* have in- 
he expectation of. At a Card-table 
Iso caught some superstitious players 
ross-legged with a view of bringing 
;k." 



(>) In the « Athenian Oiacle," vol. ii. 
p. 424, a Charm is defined to be *' a form of 
words or letters, repeated or written, whoreby 
strange things are pretended to be done, be- 
yond the ordinary power of Nature." 

Andrews, in his continuation of Dr. Henry*a 
*< History of Great Britain," p. 383, quoting 
Scot* s *« Discovery of Witchcraft,'* says: 
** The stories which our facetious author re* 
lates of ridiculous Charms^ which by help of 
credulity operated wonder^ are extreinely 
laughable. In one of them a poor woman it 
commemorated who cured all diseases by 
muttering a certain form of words over tfa^ 
party afflicted ; for which service she always 
received one penny and a loaf of bread. At 
length, terrified by menaces of flames both in 
this world and the next, she owned that her 
whole conjuration consisted in these potent 
lines, which die always repeated in a low 
voice near the head of her patient: 

" Thy loaf in my hand, 

And thy penny in my purse, 
Thou art never the better — 
And I — am never the worse." 

In " The Works of John Heiwood, newlie 
imprinted,'' &c. 4to. Lond. 1598, signat o 2^ 
I find the following Charm : 

" I claw'd her by the backe in way of a 
Charm e, 
To do me not the more good, but the lesse 
harme." 



SALIVA, OR SPITTING. 



LE, among the ancients, was esteemed 
1 against all kinds of fascination : so 
us, 

fitv4i^9teretf r^/f tig lev t^vvt xtkvnf— 

i on my breast I spit to guard me 

ife 

fascinating Charms.'' (*) 



I 



And thus Persiusupon the custom of Nunef 
spitting upon Children : (*) 

'' Ecce avia, aqt metuens Divfim matertera, 
cunis 
Exemit puerum, frontemque atque uda la- 

bella 
Infarai digito, & lustralibus ante salivis 
Expiat^ ureutes oculos inhibere perita." 

Sat ii. 1. 31. 
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See how old beldams expiations make : 
To atone the Gods the Bantling up they 

take; 
His lips are wet with Instral s)>ittle ; thus 
They think to make the Gods propitious. 

Spitting, according to Pli"y» was supersti- 
tious! y observed in averting Witchcraft and in 
giving a shrewder blow to an enemy. Hence 
teems to be derived the custom our Bruisers 
have of spitting in their hands before they 
begin their barbarous diversion, unless it was 
originally done for luck's sake. Several other 
vestiges of this superstition, relative to fasting 
Spittle, (») mentioned also by Pliny, may yet 
be placed among our vulgar customs. 

The boys in the North of England have a 
custom amongst themselves of spitting their 
faith (or, as they call it in the northern dia- 
lect, " their Saul," i. e. Soul), when required 
to make asseverations in matters which they 
tlihik of consequence. 

Jii combinations of the Colliers, &c., about 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, for the purpose of rais- 
ing their wages, they are said to spit upon a 
stone together, by way of cementing their 
confederacy. Hence the popular saying, when 
persons are of the same party, or agree in 
sentiments, that " they spit upon the same 
stone." (*) 

In *' The Life of a Satirical Puppy called 
Nim,'* &c., 8vo. Loud. 1657, n. 35, I find 
tiie following passage : " One of nis guardians 
(being fortified with an old Charm) marches 



-legged, spitting tiiree times, east, south, 

west; and afterwards prefers his vallor to 
a catechising office. In the name of God, 
quoth be, what art thou? whence dost thou 
comet &c., seeing something that he supposed 
to be a Ghost. 

Firiiwomen generally spit upon their hand- 
sel, •*. e. the first money they take, (•) for 
good luck. Grose mentions tiiis as a com- 
mon practice among the lower class of huck- 
sters, pedlers, and dealers in fruit or fish, 
on receiving the price of the first goods they 

8eU.(«) 

I gatber from a collection of the ancient 
religious customs in North Wales, drawn up 
by a clergyman deceased, and which has fre- 
quently hieen referred to in the former part 
of this work as Mr. Pennant's Manuscript, 
that there, ** in the Church, they usually spit 
at the name of the Devil, and smite their 
breasts at the name of Judas. In their or- 
dinary conversation the first name gives them 
no salivation, but is too familiar in their 

mouths." (^) 

The following is in Scot's " Discovery of 

Witchcraft," p. 137 : <* To heal the King or 
Queen's Evil, or any other soreness in tiie 
throat, first touch the place with the baud of 
one that died an untimely death : otherwise 
let a virgin fasting lay her hand on the sore, 
and say — Apollo denyeth that the heat of 
the plague can increase where a naked vir- 
gin quencheth it; and spet three times upon 
it." (^») 



NOTES TO SALIVA, OR SPITTING. 



Q) So Potter, in his « Greek Antiquities," 
vol. i. p. 346, tells us that among the Greeks 
*' it was customary to spit three times into 
their bosoms at the sight of a Madman, or one 
troubled with an Epilepsy." He refers to this 
iHissAge of Thei>critus, Idyll, xx. v. 11, for 
illustration. This, he adds, they did in de- 
fiance, as it were, of the Omen ; for spitting 
was a sign of the greatest contempt and aver- 
sion : whence, ^w^ i. e. to 9iHt^ is put for 
««r«^«Hrv« iv •iti%*i Uyit^wu I.e. to contemn, 
as the Scholiast of So|iboUM obMrni upon 
these wordti in « ABtiftM^^ «» Ml, 



Spit on him as an enemy. 

See also Potter, vol. i. p. 358. 

Delrio, in his ** Disquisit. Magic." p. 391, 
mentions that some think the following pas- 
sage in Albius Tibullus, lib. i. Eleg. 2, is to 
be referred to this : 

'* Hunc puer, hunc Juvenis, tuba circum- 
stetit arcta, 
Despuit in molles, et sibi quiaque sinus.*" 

(«) « This custom of Nurses lustrating the 
Children by spittle," says Sewmrd in hi* " Con- 
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formity between Popery and Paganism/' p. 54, 
" was one of the ceremonies used on the Dies 
Nominal Is, the day the child was named; so 
that there can be no doubt of the Papists de- 
riving this custom from the Heathen nurses 
and grandmothers. Tliey have indeed christ- 
ened it, as it were> by flinging in some scrip- 
tural expressions; but then they have carried 
it to a more filthy extravagance by daubing 
it on the nostrils of adults as well as of 
children.** 

Plutarch and Macrobius make tlie days 
of lustration of infants thus : ** The 8th day 
for girls, and the 9tli for boys. Gregory Na- 
ziauzen calls this festival OvcfA»rn»ttc, because 
upon one of those days the child was named. 
The old Grandmother or Aunt moved round in 
a circle, and rubbed the child's forehead with 
spittle, and that with her middle finger, to 
preserve it from Witchcraft. It is to this 
foolish custom St. Athanasius alludes, when 
he calls the heresy of Montanus and Priscilla 
yfoSv irJu^/Aetra.^^ Sheridan's Persius, 2d edit, 
p. 31, Note. 

It is related by the Arabians that when 
Hassan, the grandson of Mahomet, was born, 
he spit in his mouth. See Ockley's History 
of the Saracens, vol. ii. p. 84. 

Park, in his " Travels into tlie Interior of 
Africa,'' speaking of the Mandingoes, says : 
** A Child is named when it is seven or eight 
days old. The ceremony commences by 
shaving the infant's head. The priest, after a 
prayer in which he solicits the blessing of 
God upon the child and all the com])aiiy, 
whispers a few sentences in the child's ear, 
and spits three times in hit face^ after whicli, 
pronouncing his name aloud, he returns the 
child to his mother.'' 

(^) <* Fascinationcs Saliva jejuna repelli, 
veteri superstitione creditum est." Alex, ab 
Alexandro* 

I^vinus Lemnius tells us: "Divers expe- 
riments sliow what power and quality there 
is in matfs fasting Spittle, when he hatli nei- 
ther eat nor drunk before the use of it : for it 
cures all tetters, itcli, scabs, pushes, and 
creeping sores; and if venemous little beasts 
have fastened on any part of tlie body, as hor- 
nets, beetles, toads, spiders, and such like, 
that by their venome cause tumours and great 
pains and inflammations, do but rub the places 



with fasting Spittle, and all those effects will 
be gone and discussed. Since the qualities 
and effects of Spittle come from the humours, 
(for out of them is it drawn by the faculty of 
nature, as fire draws distilled water from 
hearbs,) the reason may be easily understood 
why Spittle should do such strange things, 
and destroy some creatures." Secret Mira- 
cles of Nature, English Transl. fol. Lond. 
1658, p. 164. 

Sir Thomas Browne, in his " Vulgar Er- 
rors,'* p. 152, leaves it undecided whether the 
fasting Spittle of man be |)oison unto snakes 
and vipers, as experience hath made us doubt. 

In Ilrowne's " Map of the Microcosme," 
&c. i2nio. Lond. 1642, signat. B 8 b, speak- 
ing of lust, the author says : *' Fewelf also 
must bee withdrawne from this fire, fasting 
Spittle must kill this serpent.'' 

(*) Tiie following is in "Plaine Percevall 
the reace Maker of England,'' 4to. b, /. no 
date, but on the well-known subject of Martin 
Mar-Prelate, signat. D 2 : " Nay, no further, 
Martin, thou maist spit in that hok, for I'll 
come no more there." 

Paik, in his "Travels in the Interior of 
Africa," has the following passage: "They 
had not travelled far before the attendants 
insisted upon sto])ping, to prepare a Sapliie or 
Charm, to ensure a good journey : this was 
done by muttering a few sentences, and spit" 
ting upon a stone which was laid upon the 
ground. The same ceremony was repeated 
three timed, after which the negroes proceeded 
with the greatest confidence." 

(*^ ** It is still customary in the West of 
England, when the conditions of a bargain are 
agreed upon, fur the parties to ratify it by join- 
ing their hat>ds, and at the same time fur the 
purchaser to give an earnest." Supplem. to 
Johnson and Stoevcns's Sliaksp. 1780, vol. ii. 
p. 684. 

(^) Of the Handsel, Misson, in his << Travels 
in England," p. 192, observes as folldWs : 
" Une espece de Pourvoyeuse me disoit Tau- 
tre jour, que Ics Bouchercs de Londres, les 
Femmcs qui apportent de la volaille an 
marche, du beurrc, dcs ceufs, &c. et toutes 
sortes des gens, font un cas particulier de 
I'argent qu'ils rc9oivent de la primicre vente 
qu'ils font. lis le baisent en le recevaiit, era- 
cheut dessus, et le mettent dans une poche 
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apart :** thus translated by Oaell, p. 130 : « A I 
woman that go«8 much to market iold me j 
toother day that the Butcher-women of Lon- t 
don, those that sell fowls, butter, eggs, &c., 
and in general most tradespeople, have a par- 
ticular esteem for wliat they call a Handsel ; 
that is to say, the first money they receive in 
a moniing; they kiss it, spit upon it, and 
put it in a pocket by itself/' 

Lemon explains " Handsel,'* in his Dic- 
tionary, ** The first Money received at market, 
which many superstitious people will spit on, 
either to render it tenacious tnat it may remain 
widi them, and not vanish away like a fairy 
gift, or else to render it propitious and lucky, 
that it may draw more money to it.** 

(J) In Browne's '' Britannia*s Pastorals," 
b. i. p. 129, there is an account of the diffi- 
culty a blacksmith has to shoe ''a stubbome 
nagge of Galloway :" 

*^ Or unbacked jennet, or aFIaunders mare, 
That at the forge stand snuffing of the ayre ; 
The swarty smith apitt in his buckhor/tejist, | 
And bids his man bring out the five- fold 
twist,' &c. 

(') Scot, ut supra, p. 152, prescribes the 
aubsequent Charm against Witchcraft: ''To 
unbewitch the bewitched, you must spit in 
the pot where you have made water. Other- 
wise spit into the shoe of your right foot be- 



fore you put it on ; and that Yaims aaidi ii 
good and wholesome to do before joa go into 
any dangerous place.*' Spitdng in the right 
shoe is in " Monsr. Oufle," p. 282, Notes. 

Delrio, in his " Disquisitioues Magics,'' lib. 
vi. c. 2, sect. 1, quaest. 1, menticHis ^ fol- 
lowing, which with great propriety he calk 
'' Ezcogitata nugasissimae Superstitiones— de 
iis qui crines pectinando evulsoa non nisi ter 
consputos abjiciunt." i. r. That upon thus 
hairs which come out of the head m comb- 
ing they spit thrice before they durow them 
away. This is mentioned also in the *' History 
of Mons. Oufle," p. 282, Notes. 

Grose tells us of a singular superstition in 
the army, where we shall hope it is not with- 
out its use. ^ Cago, to cagg, says he, is a 
military term used by the private soldieri^ 
signifying a solemn vow ox resolution not to 
get drunk for a certain time, or, as the term 
is, till their cagg is out ; which vow is com- 
monly observed with the strictest exactness. 
Ex, *■ I have cagged myself for six months.' 
' Excuse me this time, and I will cagg myself 
fora year.' This term is also used in die same 
sense among the common people in Scotland, 
where it is performed with divers ceremonies.** 

Vallancey, in his '' Collectanea de Rebus 
Hibemicis," No. x. p. 490, tells us that <'Cag 
is an old Elnglish word for fiuting,or abstain- 
ing from meat or drink.*' 



CHAEM IN ODD NUMBERS. 



In setting a Hen, says Grose, the good wo- 
men hold it an indispensable rule to put an 
odd number of Eggs. 

All sorts of remedies are directed to be 
t^en three, seven, or nine times. Salutes 
%vith cannon consist of an odd number. A 
royal salute is tlmcc seven, or twenty-one 
guns. 

This predilei^tion for Odd NumlH*rs is very 
ancient, and is mentioiu'il by Virgil in his 
eighlli Kcloguo, whrre many S|i«Us ami 
Cliarms, still pruotis«d» ar» rvoiNrtknl: (^^) 
but, noTwitlistanding Umm opiniiMit in flkvuur 
of odd Nuwbvn. tbtnumlNV thiiliNi k 



sidered as extremely ominous, it being held 
that, when thirteen persons meet in a room, 
one of them will die within a year.(') 

The seventh son of a seventh son is accounted 
an infallible doctor.(^^) 

In a Manuscript on Witchcraft, by John 
Bell, a Scottish minister, 1705, which has been 
already quoted more Aan once, I find the 
following passage, p. 48 : " Are there notsome 
who cure by observing number? after the ex- 
ample of Balaam, who used magiam geome- 
trioam, Numb, xxiii. 4, * BuUd me here seven 
Mten. aiHl prepare me leven oxen and seven 
fte. Theie aie aome witdiee who en- 
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<ick to dip their shirt leven times in 
umii^ water. Slisha send* Naamau 
in Jordan seven times. Elijah, on the 
ZJannel, sends his servant seven times 
out for rain. When Jericho was taken 
mpassed the city seven times.' '(^) 
lut Lemnius observes, English Transl. 
id. 1658, p. 142, ** Augustus Caesar, 
lius saith, was glad and hoped that he 
live long, because he had passed his 
lird year. For olde men seldome 
At year but they are in danger of their 
ud I have observed in the Low Coun- 
nost infinite examples thereof. Now 
» two yeaa, the seventh and ninth, 



that commonly bring great changes in a man's 
life and great dangers; wherefote sixty-three, 
that containes both th^ numbers multiplied 
4ogether, comes not without heaps of dangers, 
for nine times seven, or seven times nine, are 
sixty-three. And thereupon that is Called the 
climaotericall year, because, beginning from 
seven, it doth as it were by steps finish a 
man's life/(*) 

He adds : *' From this observation of Yean 
there hath been a lung custome in many coun- 
tries, that the Lord of die manor makes new 
agreements with his tenant every seventh 
yeare.'*(*) 
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Nuimero Dey§ impart gamUi,'] Aut 
unqneSixperorum, juxta Pythagoreos, 
oartum numernm perfectum summo 
lignant, ft quo initium, et medimn, et 
: : aut revera Hecaten dicit, cujus tri- 
testaa esse perhibetur: unde est tria 
» Ora Diana. Quamvis omnium 
)eonim potestas triplici Signo ostenda- 
Jovis trifidum Fiumen, Neptuni Tri- 
'bitonis Canis triceps. Apollo idem 
em Liber, vel quwl omnia temario 
continentur, ut Pares, Furiie, Her- 
tiam trinoctio oonceptus. Musss temas : 
pari quemadmodumcumque : nam se- 
Kurds, septem planetse, septem dies no- 
la Deorum, septem Stells in Septen- 
et mnlta his similia : et impar nume- 
nortalis, quia dividi integer non potest, 
merus mortalis, quia dividi potest ; 
arro dicat Pythagoreos putare imparem 
um habere finem, parem esse mfini- 
ideo medendi causa multarumque re- 
spares numeros servari.** Servius in P. 
, £clog. viii. ed. Varior. 
lensorinus " De Die Natali,'' 8vo. Can- 
es, 1695, p. 121, is the following pas- 
* £a superstitioue, que impar Numcrus 
et magis faustushabebatur :" on which 
note, p. 124 : <* Vid. Servium adillud 
ii Eclog. viii. 
— Numero Dens impare gaudet. 



Macrob. lib. i. Satnnial. cap. xiii. Solin* 

• • • »i 

Cl^. UL.' 

In Ravenscroft's comedy of *< Mamamou- 
chi, or Ae Citizen tuni'd Gentleman." Lond. 
1675, p. 32, Trickmore, habited as a Physi- 
cian, says, **^Let the number of his bleedings 
and purgations be odd, A«m«re Deua impart 
gaudei." 

J*) A person under the signature of Ga- 
la, in the " Gent Mag." for August 1796 
vol. Ixvi. p. 683, suggests that " the ancient po^ 
pular Superstition that it is unlucky to make 
one in a company of thirteen persons may 
probably liave arisen from the Paschal Supper. 
We can none of us forgjpt what succeeded 
that repast, and that thirteen persons were 
present at it/' 

So Petri Molinsi <* Vates," p. 219 : « Si in 
couvivio sunt tredecim convive, creditur in- 
tra annum aliquem de istis moriturum ; toti- 
dem enim peisons accumbebant mensK 
quaudo Christus celebravit Eucharistiam pri- 
die quam mortuus est. Sic inter snperstitiosos 
trigesimus numerus ominosna est^ quia Christus 
triginta denariis venditus est." 

Fuller, in his *'Mixt Contemplations on 
these Times,'' part ii. 8vo. Lond. 1660, p. 53 
says : '^ A covetous courtier complahied to 
King Edward the Sixt of Christ Colledge in 
Cambridge, that it was a superstitious founda- 
tion, consisthig of a master and twelve fel- 
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liiwM, ill iiiiilaliini uf Cliiist mill lii» tutWt 
AiMXlli'it. Hi' uilvi-H'il Ibc King alia lo take 
nwuy iHH- iiT twu fclIuM'aliiiii,aiilii diicompDae 
llial jiiiiH'Thliiiuii. iiiiihIh'c. Oli iiu, (uiil tlie 
Kiiig.) I liHVF iL Ui'tlvc Wiky lloui Hint Id iriu 
- williulil a. Lhirlniiilli relluw- 
; wliicli Ih) ilid ucconliiiElv, 
'llimilnlliisdnr." 
. Kttg." fljr July ITDQ, vul. 
livi. |S il'-t, it Hii nuiHniiil of u iliiititr- party 
rtHNiiiiliiiiT iir tliirtiTii, niiil uf n nwiileii huiy'a 
nliHTViiliuii, that, m iidik uf liiT miuriwl 
IViniila ycetr likrly In iiiaki- ui ulilitiuii tu tlie 
ininilHT. iilw »n« iiirr llmt mm uf tlie coni- 
laiiiV wiKilil >lii' wriliiii lliv Iwrlvi'iiiuiilli. 

Aiii'IIkt yitiWi in tin- " (ieiil. Hat;.'' tot 
17IIN.V.II. Kvili. 11. ■ia:l,«iiy«: "Thi^ luprr. 

n. 11'illl.vii.' ..i"M,MWm will Ui ■■'■ -' 
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t.l».-r'< 



lioturxi 



II.-, tLlt 



\\uliltiiii, iiiliiH" l>m-rijiliuniif llielilo uf 
ka. M. 17!ll. {'. lUI,^ fpniking 
■Kiili'rraiii iIuitI, neM Vtvi Cji- 

i\ II till I ii an- iliirlini ]iillan,Dii 
Ili.Ii- iiij|ii'l i> •iipiHmnl. Thfy 
i^iiiiKii iImI sLiltivvtt tlnuiKTr 
li» ..II .'til ..III »r nmiwily, luid 
' |iill.u'. >i)mU 1I1I Hiuwlhiiig 



.1. !■. 3.1. S,..3,»aj-.; 

.ii.-ii.'.-. iImi ihv te- 

■•dHvoi.^ ili>lli iHulimly 

liih * lUlltMl gift) llw 

i> u (iifviall inR at Uod, 
ii^iw.M lUili 




naiisftlitc il'imcune Glle, peuTent luui 
ilea fievru lierc.^, dei S,tttet quutn. 
El innme dts d^rouptlra, aprfa avoir jiHiii 
triii) DU iieurjoun jivutil que de toucher In 
inalaiUi. hlui< lis fuiit trop de fond lur le 
numb™ Mplenaire, in atttlbuaut nu Bepfifme 
Gartoii, ptereiableoient a tous autrei, nnt 



e queje. 






at le truitieme ta'a avoUu de bonne ruy 

.« quaiitili des nmui, quoique eu effet il u'ait 
ii guery d'aiiciiii. C'eitpourquu 



r du Uun 






jrcleiidu jmuvuir, et de le n 
<lia Tiilile), en ce qui coiieernc la giieriuu dfs 
KctoUellei. • Cuuimentitia *uiit,' <lit II, 'qus 
TulgiH narml unina qui aeplimi iiati »uiit, 
nulla iiiIerveiiieiileKiTore iu Uita di lions Regii 
Fiunciai curare itriima* in nomine Domini et 
Soiiali MnrculQ, >i toniii aut iioienu diebni 
icjuni eoiiligeriiil; Quwi, ait Pascbaliiu, lil 
line ve>ti^uni dlvitiam lugia Salicai txda- 

llie folloiriiig occun in Delrio'a "Di*- 
qiiiait. Magic." Jib. i. e. 3, qu. 4, p. 26: 
" Tate cuialiuiiii donum; kiI a febribuitan- 
lilin Kuiaiidi, liabete putaiitur in Flaiidrii, 
quotquDt iiatl lunt ipio ilie pantceutt et 
qnolquot, nulla rormineo fmtu intenLedeutc, 
•rgitiiui iiuuculi Ifgilimo thoTO aunt nati." 

So, in a MS. ill llw Cullon Library, marked 
Juliui, F. 6. ivlatliiB tn ■uperatitiaiit in At 
lurdihip of Giabwough in Cl«velaud, iu 
Vi>tkiliirc'. ''The lerenlh wn of a Mventfa 
•un ia burn a pliyaiciuii ; hsTing an iulultive 
knowlnl^ of tlie art of curing all diioiJna, 
mini uinstiTiaea Ihe (acuity of pnfoimii^ iroi- 
deAil cure* by touebing only." 

A (Kcnd of ibe ediloT of the jirMent wntk, 

writing to bim in 1819, nyt, -'ItiaaTny 

fnm lapmtitiaii in Yorkabire, that, if any 

— — fau MTcn boya iu uicceaumi, the lait 

ba bnillo lb* prafeaaiou of medicine, 

wkidi he would be auie of being incceia- 
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tells U8 he was bom a. d. 1426, and 
: " This Lord William closeth the 
Septenary Number from Harding the 
B much differing from his last ances- 
he Lord Thomas, the first septenary 
d from his six former forefathers. I 
be superstitiously opinionated of the 
s of numbers, though it bee of longe 
I amongst many learned men ; neither 
ositively affirm that the number of 
fatall to weomen, and the numbers 
m and nine to men; or, that those 
B have, (as many have written,} mag- 
tota rerum natura potestatem, great 
n kingdoms and comon wealths, in 
I, ages, of bodies, sickness, health, 
losse, &c. : or with Seneca and others ; 
s quisque annus, &c. Each seaventh 
remarkable with men, as the sixth is 
omen. Or, as divines leach ; that in tlie 
8 of seaven there is a misticall perfec- 
ich our understandinge cannot attaine 
md that Nature herself is observant of 
nber." His marginal references are as 
" Philo the Jewe de Legis Alleg. lih. 
ocrates; Bod in de Republica, lib. 
,2; see the Practize of Piety, fol. 
; Censorinus de Die Natali, cap. 12 ; 
; Varro in Gellius, lib. iii. ; Buchol- 
om in Amos, 5.'* 

V^ereufels, in his '' Dissertation upon 
ition,'*p. 7, speaking of a suixerstitious 
ys: ''Upon passing the climaterick 
is as much rejoiced as if lie had escaped 
he paws of death. When he is sick, 
never swallow the pills he is ordered 
til €quai number." 

chard Flecknoe's <' Enigmatical Cha- 
faeing rather a new Work then a new 
doQ of the old/' 8vo. Lond. 1665, p. 
detcribes '' One who troubles herself 
Brything," as follows: "She is perpe- 
lannted with a panic fear of ^ Oh what 
Mmie of us ! ' &c. ; and the stories of 
ons in the air, and prognostics of ex- 
lary to happen in the year sixty -six, 
periiaps 'bs nothing but the extraordi- 
:^le of numbers,) makes her almost 
erwitsagen.' 

Bf in his *' Mag-astromancers posed 
ael'd/* p. 181, classes with vain Ob- 
ni, and superstitious Ominations there- 
in. 



upon, " to collect or predict men's manners 
and fortunes by their Names, or the Anagram 
upon the name, or the allusion to the name, 
or the Numbert in the name,** &c. 

There is a little history extant of theunfor^ 
tunate reigns of William II., Henryll.,£d ward 
II., Richard II., Charles II., and James II., 
12mo. Lond. 1689, entitled "Numerusln- 
faustus," &c. In the mface, speaking of 
Heylin's « Fatal Observation of the Letter H," 
Geography, p. 225, the author says : *' A sud- 
den conceit darted into my thoughts (from the 
remembrance of former reading), that such 
kings of England as were the second of any 
name proved very unfortunate princes ;" and 
be proceeds, in confirmation of this hypothesis, 
to write the lives of the above kings. 

(•) Vallancey, in his ** Collectanea de Re- 
bus Hibemicis,'* vol. ii. pp. 12, 13, Note, 
tells us, " in unenlightened times we find per- 
sons of the brightest characters tainted with 
superstition. St. Irenseus says, ' there must 
be four gospels and no more, from the foiur 
winds and four corners of the earth ;^ and St. 
Austin, to prove that Christ was to have 
twelve apostles, uses a very singular argu- 
ment, for, says he, 'The gos})el was to be 
preached in the four comers of the world in 
the name of the Trinity, and three times four 
makes twelve.' " 



In the MS. of Mr. John Bell, from which 
an extract is given above, communicated to 
me by Mr. Pinkerton, I find the following : 
" 2°. Guard against devilish Charms for Men 
or Beasts. There are many sorceries practised 
in our day, against which I would on this 
occasion bear my testimony, and do therefore 
seriously ask you, what is it you mean by your 
observation of times and seasons as lucky or 
unlucky ? What mean you by your many 
Spells, Verses, Words, so often repeated, said 
fasting, or going backward ? How mean you 
to have success by carrying about with you cer- 
tain Herbs, Plants, and Branches of trees t Why 
is it, that, fearing certain events, you do use 
such superstitious means to prevent them, by 
laying bits of Timber at doors, carrying a Bi- 
ble meerly for a Charm, without any farther 
use of it? What intend ye by opposing 
witchcraft to witchcraft, in such sort that, 
when ye suppose one to be bewitched, ye eu- 

L 
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dearoar hit relief by Burniogfl, Bottles, Hone- 
Shoes, and such like magical ceremonies? 
How think ye to have secrets revealed mito 
you, your doubts resolved, and your minds 
informed, by tuniing a Sieve or a Key f or to 
discover by Basons and Glasses how you shall 



be related before yea die? Or do yoa thiak l^f- 
to escape the guilt of Sorcery, who let you [^^ 
Bible fall open on purpose to determine whit 
the state of your souls is by the first wwd ye 
light upon?** 
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Bishop Hall, in his " Characters of Ver- 
tues and Vices,'' speaking of the superstitious 
man, observes, that " Old wives and Starres are 
his counsellors: his Night-spell is his guard, 
and Charms his physicians. (*) He wears 
Paracelsian characters for the toothache ; and 
a little hallowed wax is his antidote for all 
evils." 

Melton, in his " Astrologaster," p. 45, gives 
a Catalogue of many superstitious ceremonies, 
&c., the second of which is, " That Tooth- 
aches, Agues, Cramps, and Fevers, and many 
other diseases, may be healed by mumbling a 
few strange words over the head of the dis- 
eased. "(«) 

Martin, in his " Description of the Western 
Islands," p. 248, speaking of the Isle of Col- 
lonsay, says that, in confidence of curing the 
patient by it, the inhabitants had an ancient 
custom of fanning the face of the sick with 
the leaves of the Bible. 

There is a vulgar Superstition still remain- 
ing in Devonshire and Cornwall, that any 
person who rides on a piebald horse can cure 
the Chincough. 

Aubrey gives the following receipt to cure 
an Ague. Gather cinquefoil in a good aspect 
of '"Jf to the }), and let the moone be in the 
mid-heaven, if you can, and take ***** 
of the powder of it in white wine. If it be 
not thus gathered according to the rules of 
astrology, it hath little or no virtue in it. 
See his '* Miscellanies," p. 144, where there 
follow other superstitious cures for the Thrush, 
the Toothache, the Jaundice, Bleeding, &c. 

In the " Muses* Threnodie," p. 213, we read 
that *' Many are the instances, even to this 
day, of Charms practised among the vulgar, 



especially in the Highlands, attended wiih 
forms of prayer. In the Miscellaneoos MS. 
cited before, written by Bailie Dandee, 
among several medicinal receipts I find an 
Exorcism against all kinds of Worms in die 
body, in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, to be repeated three mornings, as 
a certain remedy. The poor women who 
were prosecuted for witchcraft administered 
herbs and exorcized their sick patients. *\') 

Brand, in his ''Description of OrkiKy," 
pp. 61, 62, tells us, as has been already men- 
tioned, that when the beasts, as Oxen, Sheep, 
Horses, &c., are sick, they sprinkle them wi^ 
a water made up by them, which they call 
Fore-spoken Water. They have a Charm 
also whereby they try if persons be in a decay, 
or not, and if they will die thereof, which 
they call " Casting of the Heart" " Several 
other Charms also they have, about their 
marriage, when their cow is calving, when 
churning their milk, or when brewing, or 
when their children are sick, by taking them 
to a Smith (without premonishing him) who 
hath had a smith to his father, and a smith to 
his grandfather." " They have a Charm 
whereby they stop excessive bleeding in any, 
whatever way they come by it, whether by or 
without external violence. The name of the 
patient being sent to the Charmer, he saith over 
some words (which I heard), upon which the 
blood instantly stoppeth, though the bleeding 
patient were at the greatest distance from the 
Charmer. Yea, upon the saying of these 
words, the blood will stop in the bleeding 
throats of Oxen or Sheep, to the astonishment 
of spectators. Which account we had from 
the ministers of the country." 
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m Warli, njia Sir Tfaomu Brawne, we 
our baiida btiare ths Huon, aud eommit 
maculated part to the toDcli of tbe Jead. 



t*; they 



'■m 



extracted the fuUowing ffom aoewipaper, 
7 : " After he (Dr. Dodd) had hung about 
mmutea, a very decently dreued yauD^ 
Dati went up to the gallowi in otder to 
e a wen in heT Tace itniked by the doctor'i 
d; it being a nceired upiaiou among the 
gar that it it a certain cura fui lucb a di>- 
er. Tbe exacutioner, having untied the 
:tor'* band, Kroked th« part afiacted sevetal 
tet therewith." 

i ivaHmberDiicatohaTe*een,atNeweaitle- 
Mj-Tjiie, after a person eiecuted had been 
t down, men climb up upon the gnlluwi 
1 eoatend for that put of the Rope which 
DUned, and which they wished to preterve 
■ aome lucky purpoie iir other. 1 have 
ely made Che important diicovery that it ia 
:koned a Cure fur the Headache. {') 
The author of the " Vulgar Enon" lelli ui 

•voit the Nightmare, or Ephtaltea. l^) 'I Ij, y 
a called in the North of EngUud Holy 
onea. Aubrey, in hia " Miacellaiiiei," |i. 
17,aap; "To binder theNight-mare, ' 






t(n!i 



iially) by the manger : but, beat of all, 
7, hong about their neclu, aud a flint tvill 
> it thai hath not a hole in it. It i« to pre- 
(Dt the Night-mare, vii. the Hag, from riding 

igbt. The flint thua hung does hinder it. '(') 
Tbia auperatition ia treUed with great ples- 
inlrj in Uoellina Poeraa, 8vo. I*nd. 1679, 
.36: 



"Some the Night-m 


ire ha 


hpreal 




With that weight D 


nthei 


breat. 








anpasie, 




But to us Che tale 


a odd 


e. 




We can take off he 


aaddle. 




AndCnmouttbeNight-mar, 


togcaaae 


X') 


Hen-iclt haa the follow 


ng ii 


hi."He.pe- 


dea," p. 336. 









J Oiarmfir SlabkM. 

" Hang up hooka and ahcera, lo acare 

Henot tna Hag that ridct the maie 



Till they be all over wet 
With the mire aud the aweat; 
Tbia obaerv'd, the manei ihall be 
Of your horaea all knot free."C) 
In (he collection entitled "SyWa, or the 
Yood," RvD. Loud. 17e6, p. 130, two or 
hree curioua inslancea of ruilic vulgar Charma 
je fouud : audi ai wearing a Sprig of Elder 
n the breecbeB<pocket, lo prevent what ia 
lulled losing leather in riding; (>) and curing 
L lame Pig by boring a little hole in hit eu 



dull p. 






In ■' The Anatomic of the Elder," trani- 
laCed from the Latin of Dr. Martin Bloch- 
«ich, aud dedicated to Alewmder Penny- 

■ i_ _,..,_._.,_„ . '-— -n-generalto 

dell 
6S1, 
Lond. I<i55, p. 211, ii the following : 

" Tbe common people keepaia great tecret 
in curing wcunda the leavei of (he Elder 
which they have gathered the laat day of 



Witebea, they 



their dotet ai 



AC p. 207, ibid, there ia meotioDcd ou 
Amulet agaiiiit the Erysipelaa, " made afthe 
Elder on which the euiin never abined. If 
(he piece betwixt the two knots be hung about 
the patietil't neck, it it much commended. 
Some cut it lu little piec£a, and aew it in a 
knot in a piece of a mau'a ahirl, which aeeme 
auperatiliuut." Two inalancea of ill lucccai 
arerecorded.(i») 

At p. 32, ibid.: "There ia llkewiae act 
down" against tlie Epileuaia, " a aiogular 
Amulet, made of the Elder growing on a 
tallow. If in the month of October, a little 
before the full moon, you pluck a twig of 
(be Elder, and cut tbe cane that it betwixt 
two of ila knee% or knots, in nine [necei, and 
these pieces, beiug bound in a piece of linnen, 
be in a ibiead ao hung about the neck that 
they touch theapoon of the heart, or theaword- 
furmed cartilage ; and that they may ttay 
mote firmly in that place, tliey are to be 
bound theieon with a limien or tilken roller 
wrapped about the body, till the thred break 
of itself. The Ihred being broken and tbe 

(n) or the Dutted lock at hair called an EffJai, 
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TtAW r«ttnoir«H, the aina1«t is not at all' to be 
Upir,hf^\ with ^jare hands, \Mt it cmgbt to be 
1ak«ii htAd on by some inslmroent and txiried 
in a place that riobodjr may toach it/' 

J bid, p. 51, we are told, " Some hang a 
crom marie of the Elder and Sallow, matnallj 
inwra|iping one another, about the children's 
neck.' 

** The Boneshare, a word perhaps nowhere 
used or ijndenitoo<i in Deronshire bat in the 
neighlH>iirhood r/f Exmoor, means the Sciatica ; 
aiKl the KxmoriaTis, when affected therewith, 
UM the foUowiiig Cliarm to l^e freed from it. 
The ])atietit must lie upon his back on the 
bofik of t)ie river or brook of water, with a 
Straight staff by his side, between him and 
the water ; and must have the following words 
repeated over him, viz. 

Mknieiihave right, 
Doiiethave sfraight. 
As the water runs by the stave 
Qood for Boneshave.* 

Tliey arc not to be persuaded but that this 
ridiculous form of words seldom fails to give 
them a perfect cure." See Exmoor Scolding, 
p. 8, Note. 

In a receipt, in Vicarie's ** Treasure of Ana- 
tomy,*' Ho. Jjoud, 1041, p. 234, the subse- 
quent most curious ingredient, and which 
muni htivo been introduced into the Materia 
Mvdica as a Ciiiirm, occurs : ** Five spoon- 
fitls of knave child urine of an innocent.'' 
Knavo child is evidently for male child, and 
innocent means a harmless idiot. 

The Huv. Mr. Shaw, in his ** History of the 
Province of Moray, in Scotland,*" p. 248, 
gives the following account of some physical 
Charms still used there. In hectic and con- 
Runiptivo diseases they pare the nails of the 
ihigors and tors of the {uitient, put these par- 
ings into a rag cut from his clothes, then 
ivnve their hand witli the rag thrice roimd 
his head, crying I)eat toiif alter which they 
bury the rag in some unknown place. He 
tolls \is ho has seen this done ; and Pliny, 
in his ** Natural History,*' mentions it as 
practised by the magicians or Druids of his 
lime. 

When a oontagioui diteatd enters among 
oattle, tht Firt U txtiiiguiihed in some vil- 
lagM roundi teilbif te«t flit with a wheel, 



or by nibbcng a piece of dry wood iip« 
another, aod therewith bom JuDiper in d» 
stalls of the cattle, that tiie smoke may purify 
the air about them ; they likewise boil Jnnips 
in water, which tbey sprinkle upon the catfle: 
this done, the 6res in the booses are rdtindkd 
from die forced fire. AU this, he tdls, he 
has seen done, and it is;, no doobt^ a Dnud 

COStODl. 

The ancient Britoos, ays Pemuuit, in hii 
" Zoology,** ToL iii. p. 31, had a strsoige su- 
perstition in respect of the Viper, and of whick 
there still remains in Wales a strong tradi- 
tion. The accoout Pliny gives of it, lib. xxix. 
c. 12, we find thus translated by Mr. Msson 
in his ^ Caractacus." The peison speaking 
is a Druid: 



u 



The potent Adder-stone 



Gendered 'fore th* autumnal moon : 
M*hen in undulating twine 
The foaming Snakes prolific join; 
When they hiss, and when they bear 
Their wondrous Egg aloof in air; (") 
Thence, before to earth it fall. 
The Druid, in his hallowed pall. 
Receives the prize, 
And instant flies, 

Follow'd by th' envenom *d brood 
» Till he cross the crystal flood.'* 

This wondrous Egg seems to be nothing 
more than a bead of glass, used by the Druids 
as a Charm to impose on the vulgar, whom 
they taught to believe that the possessor 
would be fortunate in all his attempts, and 
that it would give him the favour of the great 
Our modern Druidesses, he adds, give much 
the same account of the Ovum Anguinum, 
Glain Neidr as the Welsh call it, or the 
Adder Gem, as the Roman philosopher does, 
but seem not to have so exalted an opinion of 
its powers, using it only to assist children in 
cutting their teeth, or to cure the chincougfa, 
or to drive away an ague. He gives a plate 
of these Beads, made of glass of a very 
rich blue colour, some of which are plain 
and others streaked. 

In the " Diary of Elias Ashmole, Esq.,'' 
Uth April, 1681, is preserved thefollowuig 
cunous incident : «< I took early in the morn- 
ing a good dose of elixir, and hung three 
Spiders about my neck, and they drove my 
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Deo Gratias !** Ashmole was a 
rologer, and the patron of the re> 
. Lilly. Par nobile fratrum. 
Is us that if a Tree of any kind is 
nreak, rickety, or ruptured chil- 
i through it, and afterwards the 
d together, so as to make it unite, 
heals and grows together, so will 
:^uire strength. Sir John Cullum, 
is operation twice performed, thus 
: '* For this purpose a young Ash 
me selected, and split longitudi- 
t five feet : the figure was kept 
3y my gardener ; whilst the friend 
I, having first stripped him naked, 

thrice through it, almost head 
As soon as the operation was per- 
i wounded tree was bound up with 
ad ; and as the bark healed the 

recover. The first of the young 

1 to be cured of the rickets, the 
rupture.'^ This is a very ancient 

ve piece of superstition, (^*) 

through Tolmen, or perforated 
i Druidical ceremony, and is prac- 
East Indies. Borlase mentions a 
parish of Marden through which 
as have crept for pains in their 
limbs, and many children have 
for the rickets. (^») In the North, 
! drawn through a hole cut in the 
Iheese, on the day they are chris* 

n his ** Antiquities of Cornwall," 

Is us : " Another relic of these 

ies and incantations is doubtless 

of Sleeping on Stones, on a parti- 

in order to be cured of Lameness." 

, " Natural History of Cornwall," 

. very singular manner of curing 

lentioned by Carew, p. 123, in the 

Itamun — to place the disordered in 

le brink of a square pool, tilled 

from St. Nun's Well. The pa- 

ig no intimation of what was in- 

3) by a sudden blow on the breast, 

to the pool, where he was tossed up 

>y some persons of superior strength, 

quite debilitated, his fury forsook 

as then carried to church, and cer- 

sung over him. The Coniish call 

ion Bootienning, from Beuziov Bid' 



hjfzi, in the Comu-British and Armoric, signi- 
fying to dip or drown.(^*) 

In Bale 8 '* Interlude Concerning the Three 
Laws of Nature, Moses, and Christ,*' 4to. 
1562, signat. C. 3 b. Idolatry mentions the 
following Physical Charms : 

'' For the coughe take Judas eare. 
With the parynge of a Peare, 
And drynlce them without feare. 
If ye will have remedy : 

Thre syppes are fore the hyckocke, 
And six more for the chyckocke ; 
Thus, my pretty pyckocke, 
Recover by and by. 

If ye cannot slepe, but slumber, 
Geve Otes unto Saynt Uncumber, 
And Beanes in a certen number 

Unto Saynt Blase and Saynt Blythe. 

Give Onyons to Saynt Cutlake, 
And (rarlycke to Saynt Cyryake, 
If ye wyll shume the Heade ake ; 

Ye sludl have them at Queue hyth.''(**) 

Mr. Douce's MS. Notes say : '^ It is usual 
with many persons about Exeter, who are 
affected with Agues, to visit at dead of night 
the nearest cross-road five different times, and 
there bury a new-laid egg. The visit is paid 
about an hour before the cold fit is expected ; 
and they are persuaded that with the egg they 
shall bury the ague. If tlie experiment fail 
(and the agitation it occasions may often ren- 
aer it successful), they attribute it to some un- 
lucky accident that may have befallen them 
on the way. In the execution of this matter 
they observe tlie strictest silence, taking care 
not to speak to any one whom they may hap- 
pen to meet" See ** Gent. Mag." for 1787, p. 
719. I shall here note another remedy against 
the Ague mentioned as above, viz. by Break- 
ing a salted Cake of bran,(^') and giving it to 
a dog when tiie fit comes on, by which means 
they suppose the malady to be transferred 
from them to the animal. (^7) 

King James, in his " Dsemonology," p. 100, 
enumerates thus, "Such kinde of Cnarmes 
as, commonly, daft wives use for healing For- 
spoken Goods,'* (by goods he means here cat- 
tle,) '* for preserving them from Evill eyes, by 
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knitting Ronn treai, or ffondnciC kiud of berbei, 
to the haire or tailes of tbe Goocles; bj curiug 
the worme ; bj slemmini^of blood ; by healing 
of bor5e crooket : by turning of the riddle ; 
or doing of such like iimunierable things by 
words, wittiout a]>pljing anj thing meete to 
the part offended, as mediciners dee : or else 
by staying marrieid folkes to have naturally 
adoe with other, by knitting so many knots 
upon a point at the time of their marriage." 

I find the following Charms in the '* His- 
tory of Monsieur Oufle/' p. 99 : 

** Dew cakes with honey were given to those 
who entered Trophonius* cave, to free them 
from any mischiefs from the phantoms which 
should appear. Le Loycr of Spectres, p. 136. 

'' Bulbianus says that, where Purslaiu is 
laid in the bed, those in it will not be dis- 
turbed by any vision that night. Albertus 
Magnus* Admirable Secrets, 1. ii. c. 142. 

'* A Diamond fastened to the left arm, so as 
to touch the skin, prevents all nocturnal fears. 
Cardan de Subtilitate, 1. 7. 

"To expel Phantoms and rid people of 
folly, take the precious stone Chrysolite, set it 
in gold, and let them wear it about 'em. Al- 
bertus Magnus, Admirable Secrets, 1. ii. c. 100. 

"According to Pliny, 1. xxxiv. c. 15, the 
ancients believed that a Nail drawn out of a 
sepulchre and placed on the threshold of the 
bed-chamber door would drive away phan- 
toms and visions which terrified people in tbe 
night. Le Loyer, p. 326. 

" Herbam urticam tenens in manu cum 
millefblio, securus est ab omni metu, et ab 
omni phantasmate. Trinum Magicnm, p. 
169.'' 

As also, ibid. p. 281 : Ostanes the magician 
prescribed the dipping of our Feet, in the 
morning, in human urine, as a preservative 
against Charms. Le Loyer, p. 830. 

In Berkshire there is a popular superstition 
that a Ring made from a piece of silver col- 
lected at the Communion is a cure fur con- 
vulsions and fits of every kind. It should 
seem that that collected on Easter Sunday is 
peculiarly efficacious. " Gent. Mag." for May 
1794, vol. Ixiv. p. 433; also July 1794. p. 
648. Ibid. p. ft98, a curious Ring superstition 
by way of Charm is recorded. That silver 
Ring will cure fiti which is made of five six- 
ptncesi coUcotcd ftonllv* different bachelors, 



to be conveyed by the hand of a bachelor to a 
smith that is a h&chelor. None of the per- 
sons who give the sixpences aie to know for 
what purpose, or to whom, they gave them. 

One may trace the same crafty motive for 
this superstition as in the money given upon 
touching for the King's evil. See also " Gent 
Mag." for 1794, p. 889, where it is stated 
that in Devonshire there is a similar custom: 
the materials however are different ; the Ring 
most be made of three nails, or screws, which 
hare been used to fasten a coffin, and must be 
dog out of the churchy ard.(*"; 

Boorde, in his "Introduction to Know- 
ledge,'' speaking of England, says, "Hie 
kjTuges of Elnglaiide doth halo we every yen 
Cramperynges,y« which rynges wome on one's 
fynger do6i helpe them whych hath ^ 
crampe."(^^) 

The same author, in his "Breviary of 
Health," fol. 80 b, among the remedies of the 
King's evil, has the following : 

" For this matter, let every man make 
frendes to the kynges majestie, for it doth per- 
teyne to a kynge to helpe this infirmitie by the 
grace of God, the which is geven to a kynge 
anoynted.(^) But forasmuch as some men 
doth judge divers tymes a fystle or a French 
pocke to be the kynge's evyll, in such mat- 
ters it behoveth not a kynge to medle withall." 

We now, without the smallest danger of 
incurring the suspicion of disloyalty, can safely 
pronounce that the royal touch for the King's 
evil is to be referred to the head of Physical 
Charms, evincingthat no order of men escaped 
the ancient contagion of superstition.^) 

The Hon. Daines Barrington, in his " Ob- 
servations on our ancient Statutes,'' p. 107, 
tells us of an old man who was witness in a 
cause, and averred that when Queen Aime was 
at Oxford she touched him whilst a child for 
the Evil. Mr. Barrington, when he had 
finished his evidence, *' asked him whether he 
was really cured ? upon which he answered, 
with a significant smile, that he believed him- 
self never to have had a complaint that de- 
served to be considered as the Evil, but tiiat 
his parents were poor, and had no chjectwon /• 
the bit of Gold." 

I'his accounts well for the great resort of 
patients and supposed miraculooa ciina oo 
this occasion. 
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This now exploded royal g^ft is thus de- 
scribed by Shakspeare in *< Macbeth :" 

— ** strangely visited people, 
All swoln and ulcerous, pitiful to tne eye, 
The mere despair of surgery, he cures ; 
Hanging a golden stamp about their necks, 
Put on with holy prayers."(**) 

Camden, in his " Ancient and Modem 
Manners of the Irish,*' says : ** If they never 
give fire out of their houses to their neigh- 
bours, they fancy their Horses will live the 
longer and be more healthy. If the owners of 
Horses eat eggs, they must take care to eat an 
even number, otherwise some mischief will be- 
tide the horses. Grooms are not allowed eggs, 
and the riders are obliged to wash their hands 
after eating them. When a Horse dies, his 
feet and legs are hung up in the house, and 
even the hooft are accounted sacred. It is 



by no means allowable to praise a Horse or any 
other animal, unless you say God save him, 
or spit upon him. If any mischance befals 
the Horse in three days after, they find out 
the person who cummended him, that he may 
whisper the Lord's Prayer in his right ear. 
They believe some men's eyes have a power of 
bewitching horses ; and then they send for cer- 
tain old women, who by muttering short 
prayers restore them to heidth. Their horses' 
feet are subject to a Worm, which, gradually 
creeping upwards, produces others of its own 
species, and corrupts the body. Against this 
worm they call in a Witch, who must come to 
the horse two Mondays and one Tlmrsday, 
and breathe upon the place where the worm 
lodges, and after repeating a Charm the horse 
recovers. This Charm they will, for a sum ot 
money, teach to many people, after first swear- 
ing them never to disclose it»"(**) 
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(') Among the ancient Druids "the gene- 
rality of diseases were attempted to be cured 
by Charms and Incantations." See Vallan- 
cey's ♦♦ Collectanea de Rebus Hibemicis," vol. 
ii. p. 247. 

(*) Grose says the word Abacadabara,(*) 
wr i tten as under, and worn about the neck, 
will cure an ague : 

Abacadabara 

bacadabar 

acadaba 

cadab 

ada 

d 

He observes that " Certain herbs, stones, and 

other substances, as also particular words 

written on parchment, as a Charm, have the 

property of preserving men from wounds in 

the midst of a battle or engagement. This 

was so universally credited, that an oath was 

(*^ It shonld be Abracadabba. On the subject 
of Amoleta much information may be obtained 
from an Academical Dissertation, published in 
1710, at Halle, in Saxony, by Mart. Fr. Blumles. 
Abracadabba is curiously illustrated in p. 19, 
accompanied by two or three etymologies of the 
word. 



administered to persons going to fight a legal 
duel, * that they had ne Charm, ne herb of 
virtue.' The power of renderuig themselves 
invulnerable is still believed by the Germans : 
it is performed by divers Charms and cere- 
monies ; and so firm is their belief of its 
efficacy, that they will rather attribute any 
hurt they may receive, after its performance, 
to some omission in the performance than 
defect in its virtue." 

I find the following in Lord Northampton's 
" Defensative against the Poyson of supposed 
Prophecies," 4to. Lond. 1583, signat. O o 4, 
*' What godly reason can any man alyve 
alledge why Mother Joane of Stowe, speaking 
these wordes, and neyther more nor lesse, 

* Our Lord was the fyrst man 
That ever thorue prick't upon : 
It never blysted nor it never belted, 
And I pray God, nor this not may,' 
should cure either Beastes, or Men and Wo- 
men, from diseases f^ 

Thomas Lodge, in his " Incarnate Divels,'* 
4to. Lond. 1596, p. 12, thus glances at the 
superstitious creed with respect to Charms : 
'^ Bring him but a Table of lead, with Crosses 
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(and 'Adonai.' or ' Elofaim,' tnirten in il), 
he (hinki it will heal (be Ague." In the ume 
work, ipeaking of Ljmg, p. 39, " H« will lell 
71IU that B league from Foitieri, neen to Cron- 
teUet, there ii a fainilie, that, by a ipeciall 
naee rroiu thr father to the Sonne, can heal* 
the Byting of mad Dogi: and that there ii 
another companie and iiorle of people called 
SauTtun, that have Saint Catherine's wherle 
ID tli« pallate of (heir mouthei, that can heale 
thi Slinging of Serpenh." 

The «ubieqaeDt Charmi are from a MS. 
quarto of the date of 1475, formeTly ia the 
collection of the late Mr. Herbert, now in my 

"A Oiarmt la UaunA Bhod. 

" Jeaui (hat «a« in Betlileem bom, and bap- 
tned wai in llie flumen Joidane, ai itente 
Uie water at liys comyng, 00 atrnfe the blood 
of thyimnn N. thy seivraiint, Ihorow the veitu 
of thy holy name ^ Jeau ^ and of thy coayn 
awete Setit Jon. And sey thy. Charme fyve 
tjmtt with fyie Pater Nosten, in the wonchep 
of the Tyre woundyi." 

" For Fntr. 

" Wryt lhy» wordyi on a Well lef ff| Yimael 
^ Yimael ^ adjuro vo» per Angefum u( lO- 

Clur iate homo N. and ley thyi lef under 
. head fhat he wete not f heiof. and let hym 
cte Leluse oft and drynk Ip'e leed imal 
grounden in a motter, and temper yt with 

"A Charmt to draw ml Ynn dt Quanlt. 

Longiui Milea Ebreui nercuMit lalui Do- 
mini noiiti Jetu Cbriiti ; Sanguii exuit etiam 
latug; ad le traiit lancea ^ telragramaton * 
Heuyai jji Si)ther Emanuel ^ Sabaolh A 
Adonay ^ Unde licut verba itta fuerunt 
verba Cbritli, s\c exeat ferrum isCud live 
quarellum ab isto Cliriitiano. Amen. And 
My thyi Clianne five tymea iu the worKhip 
of the fyve woundyt of Chrjtt." 

Niimeroua Channa and liieantaliuru oc- 
oui in tlie Harleian HatiUKript^ No. 373, 
" Charme put Sang eataunoher, |" Charme 

Bur duluur le Pluyr," " Cliannt pur Tievr*," 
. 1 la b. ■' Charm* pur FnIn, • par Cunn, 
■ pur QaU. Gallki," ftd. 918. "CunM 
■It* luwnWia mo talHJIlMMt^" IbM. 

-Vi~ -..-* rp-= -^- - 



rido, &e. non noceant Gaibu," fu). 315. 
" Hec eit Conjuiacio contra Hurea que nai- 
cunCur in horreo, et i>e dettruant bladum ; ct 
contra Volucrea et Vermel Terrs* ne deatraant 
Se«lee,"foI. SlSb. 

In that rare wort, entitled " The Butnynge 
of St. Paule'* Church in London, 1561, and 
the 4th day of June, by Lyglitnyoge," St, 
Bro. Lond. 1363, aignat. I S b, we lead: 
"They be luperatitiDii* that put holineise in 
S. Agatht't LiUtn fur buminge houiea, thorue 
buihei(*) for ligbbiinga, &c." Alio, ligoat 
G 1, a, we Gnd " Channel, aa S. Agadie'i . 
Lattenfor burning of bouiei.'' I 

(•) The Fool of Strathfillan (or SL Fillan) 
baa been already noticed, vol. ii. p. 230, 
under the head of " Cuilomi at Weill and ' 
Fountatna." In Sir John Sinclair'* "Stati»- 
tical Account of Scotland,'' toI- t. %vo. 
Edinb. 1795,p.ei, tbemiaiiteiofLogienit, 
■n Pertbibire, apeaking of luperatitioui opi- 
nioni and practices in the pariib, aaya, ^* Re- 
cDurae ia often had to Charmi for the cure 
of diseaiei of Hor«e> and Cowi, uo les> than 
iu the human apeciei. In the caw of va- 
rioua diieaaea, a pi Igrimage ii performed to 
a place called SttathSlIui, forty milei dia- 
tanl from Ijogiersil, where the patient batbet 
in a certain pool, and perfuttui aome other 
ritea in a chape] which itands near. It ia 
chiefly in (he case of Madneaa, however, that 
the pilgrimage to StraChBllan ii believed to 
be lalutary. The unfortuuate penon ia fint 
bathed iu the pool, then left for a night bound 
in the cbapel, and, if found looae in the morn- 
ing, il ejected to recover. 

There 11 a diseaie called Glacach hy the 
Highlanders, which, a> it affecti the ehett and 
funga, il evidently of a coniumpllve nature. 
It ia called (be Macdonalds' diiease, "became 
there ate par(icular tribea of Macdoualdi who 
are beUered (o cur* it with the Charm of 
their touch, and the uie of a certain let of 
wordi. There muit be no fee given of any 

{») I n Iba " Stuiulnl Aeeannt of Bcatlnd," 
vol. iii. «va. EdlDb. IVIt, p. Ml*, puUi of New- 
pul^, " There ti a qglck tfiom, afavary uillaii* 
ippauaaa, ftirirililcB the people haTa a Hpntni. 
tfeu nmualloD. ThoyhiVBaiBoHatdiBulloiDB 
•»« But lay put of tt, tnd ^nn, «iu, , „ii~o^ 
konge, tint huh p««d.. .ho hid (fae temnrfiv tg 
HTerely puol^ed tat ta^ 
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kind. Their faith in the touch of a Macdo- 
nald is yery great." 

Ibid. vol. iii. p. 379 : The minister of 
Applecross, in the county of Rou, speaking 
of the superstitions of the parish, says, *' There 
are none of the common calamities or distress- 
ful accidents incident to man or beast but 
hath had its particular Charm or Incantation : 
ihej are generally made up of a group of un- 
connected words, and an irregular address to 
the Deity, or to some one oi the Saints. The 
desire of health, and the power of superstition, 
reconciled many to the use of them ; nor are 
tiiey, as yet, among the lower class, wholly 
fidlen into disuse. Credulity and ignorance 
art congenial ; every country hath its vulgar 
errors ; opinions early imbibed and cherished 
fat generations are difficult to be eradicated." 
Ibid. vol. i. p. 507 : *< The minister of 
Heigle parish, having informed us that in the 
churchyard of M eigle are the remains of the 
grand sepulchral monument of Vanora, called 
also Vanera, Wanor, and Guinevar, the Bri- 
tish Helena," adds: ''the fabulous Boece 
records a tradition prevailing in his time, viz. 
that, if a young Woman should walk over the 
grave of Vanora, she shall entail on herself 
perpetual sterility.^ 

(^) See Luciani Opera, p. 272. 
Grose says, " To cure Warts, steal a piece 
of beef from a butcher's shop and rub your 
warts with it : then throw it down the neces- 
sary-house, or bury if ; and as the beef rots, 
your warts will decay." See more supersti- 
tions relating to Warts in Turner on the ** Dis- 
eases of the Skin," and in La Forest, " L'Art 
de soigner les Pieds," p. 75. 

(^) Grose says, that *' a Dead man*s Hand is 
supposed to have the quality of dispelling tu- 
mours, such as Wens, or swelled glands, by 
striking with it, nine times, the place affected. 
It seems as if the hand of a person dying a 
violent death was deemed particularly effica- 
cious; as it very frequently happens that 
nurses bring children to be stroked with the 
hands of executed Criminals, even whilst they 
are hanging on the gallows." 

'* A Halter, wherewith any one has been 
banged,' if tied about the head, will cure the 
Head-ach.*' 

** Moss growing on a human skull, if 
dried, powdered, and taken as snuff, will cure 
the Head-ach." 



I 



<' The chips or cuttings of a gibbet, or gal- 
lows, on which one or more persons have been 
executed or exposed, if worn next the skin, or 
round the neck in a bag, will cure the Ague, 
or prevent it." 

I saw, a few years ago, some dust, in which 
blood was absorbed, taken, for the purpose of 
charming away some disease or other, from off 
the scaffold on the beheading of one of the 
rebel lords in 1746. 

In " The Life of Nicholas Mooney," a no- 
torious highwayman, executed at Bristol, 
April 24th, 1752, with other malefactors, we 
read, p. 30, ** After the cart drew away, the 
hangman very deservedly had his head broke 
for endeavouring to pull off Mooney *s shoes ; 
and a fellow had like to have been killed in 
mounting the gallows, to take away the Ropes 
that were left after the malefactors were cut 
down. A young woman came fifteen miles 
for the sake of the Rope from Mooney 's neck , 
which was given to her; it being by many 
apprehended that the Halter of an executed 
person will charm away the Ague, and per- 
form many other cures." 

In the " Times" newspaper of August 26, 
1819, in an account of the execution of a Jew, 
named Abraham Abrahams, on Pinnenden 
Heath (copied from the " Maidstone Gazette,'*) 
we read : " After the body had hung some 
time, several persons applied for permission 
to rub the hand of the deceased over their 
Wens, which by the vulgar is stupidly believed 
to be a cure for those troublesome swellings ; 
but the Jews in attendance told them they 
could not suffer the body to be touched by 
any but their own people, it being contrary to 
their customs." 

Grose has preserved a foreign piece of su- 
perstition, firmly believe<l in many parts of 
France, Germany, and Spain. He calls it, 
** Of the Hand of Glory, which is made use of 
by housebreakers to enter into houses at night 
without fear of opposition. 

*' I acknowledge that I never tried the 
secret of the hand of glory, but I have thrice 
assisted at the definitive judgment of certam 
criminals, who under the torture confessed 
having used it. Being asked what it was, 
how they procured it, and what were its uses 
and properties? they answered, first, that the 
use of the Hand of Glory was to stupify those 
to NvhoTxv it V7QA ^t^sftiktfid^ axvd to t^Evdfix ^«ox 
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motionlest, iiisomucb tliat tbey could not stir 
auy more tliaii if they were dead; secondly, 
that it was the hand ofabauged man; and, 
thirdly, that it must be prepared in the 
manner folluwing: — Take the hand, right or 
left, of a ])eison hanged and exposed on the 
highway ; wrap it up in a piece of a shroud or 
wiiiding'sheet, in which let it be well squeezed, 
to get out any small quantity of bluod that 
may have remained in it : then put it into an 
eartberij vessel, with zimat, salt-petre, salt, 
and long fjepper, the whole well powdered ; 
leare it fifteen days in that vessel ; afterwards 
take it out, and expose it to the noon-tide sun 
in the dog-days, till it is thoroughly dry; 
and if the sun is not suflScient, put it into au 
OTen heated with fern and vervain : then com- 
pote a kind of candle with the fat of a hanged 
man, virgin wax, and Sisame of Lapland. 
The Hand of Glory is used as a candlestick to 
bold this candle when lighted. Its proper- 
ties are, that, wheresoever any one goes with 
this dreadful instrument, the persons to whom 
it is presented will be deprived of all power of 
motion. On being asked if there was no 
remedy, or antidote, to counteract this Charm, 
they said tlie hand of glory would cease to 
tuko eflect, and thieves could not make use 
of it, if the threshold of the door of the house, 
aud other places by which they might enter, 
were anointed with an unguent composed of 
the gall of a black cat, the fat of a white hen, 
aud the blood of a screech-owl ; which mix- 
ture must necessarily be prepared during the 
dog-days." 

Grose observes that this account (literally 
translated from the French of " Les Secrets du 
Petit Albert," 12mo. Lion. 1751, p. 110) and 
tlie mode of prejuirution appear to have been 
given by a Judge. In the latter there is a strik- 
ing resemblance to the Charm in *' Macbeth." 

The following paragraph in the " Observer" 
uew8|)aper of January 16th, 1^31, shows that 
the hand of glory is not unknown as a sup- 
])Osed Physical Charm in Ireland : " On the 
night of the 3rd instant, some Irish thieves at- 
tempted to commit a robbery on the estate of 
Mr. Nap])er, of Ixmgh-screw, county Meath. 
They entered the house armed unth a Dead 
nMH*M Untidy with a lighted candle in it, be- 
lieving in the superstitious notion that a 
caudlo placid in a dead nan's hand will not 
lie Mm hy anj but Umn bf whom it is used ; 



and •Igft that, if a candle in a dead hand be 
introduced into a house, it will prereiit those 
who may be asleep frrm awaking. The in- 
mates, however, were alaimed, and the robbers 
fled, leaving the hand behind them.^* 

(•) The Ephialtes, or Nightmare, is called 
by the common people H'ttck-ridutg. This is 
in fact an old Gothic or Scandinavian super- 
stition. Mara, from whence our nightmare 
is derived, was in the Runic Theology a 
spectre of the night, which seized men in 
their sleep, and suddenly deprived them of 
speech and motion. See Warton's first ** Dis- 
sert. Pref. to Hist. Engl. Poet." 

A great deal of curious learning upon tiie 
Nightmare, or Nacht-mare, as it is called in 
German, may be seen in Keysler's " Autiqui- 
tates Select® Septentrionales," p. 497 et seq. 

Tlie following is from the ** Glossarium 
Siiio-Goth.*' of Prof. Ihre, torn. ii. p. 135 : 
" Maba, Incubus, Ephialtes, Angl. Ni^^ 
mare, Nympham aliquam cui hoc uomen 
fuerit, pro Dea cultam esse a Septentrional ibus 
narrat Wastovius in Viti Aquilonia, uescio 
quo auctore. De Vocis origine multi multa 
tradunt, sed quae specie pleroque carent. Ar- 
morice mor notat somnum brevem et crehro 
turbatum, mori somnum ejusmodi cvpete \v, 
Pelletier in Diet. Britaimique) quae . hue 
apprim^ facere videntur. Alias observavit 
Schilterus, More pro Diabolo vel malu Das- 
mone apud veteres Alemaimos usurpari. Mar- 
lock, plica, quae sacpe Capillos hominum 
contorquet. Verisimile est, credidisse super- 
stitiosam vetustatem, istiusmodi plicas lucubi 
insultibus esse adscribendas. Ricliey 1. c. a 
Mdhre, equa, nominis rationem petit, quum 
equorum caudse similem in modum saepe 
complicatae sint.'* 

A writer in the " Athenian Oracle,*' vol. i. 
p. 293, thus accounts naturally for the Night- 
mare : ** 'Tis efi'ected by vapours fn»m crude 
and undigested concoctions, heat of blood, at 
after hard drinking, aud several other ways." 

(^) Grose says, ^' a stone with a hole in 
it, Imng at the bed's head, will prevent the 
Nightmare ; it is therefore called a Hag- 
stone, from that disorder, which is occasioned 
by a hag or witch sitting on the stomach of 
tlie party afflicted. It also prevents witches 
riding horsps; for which purpose it is often 
tied to a Stable- key.'' 

A stone not altogether unsimilar was the 
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" The TuTlteji," n;i FcDion, in 

" Secrete Wonden of Natura," 4(0, IS69, 
b. f. p. 91 h, " dotfa moie when Ibere is any 
peril prepared to Lim that wFaiethit.'' 

Tbe Turquobe (by NicoU in hii " la- 
pidary") ia likewiH Mid to take away all 
enmity, and to reconcile idbd and wife. 

Otber auperstitioua qualities aie imputed 
to it, all of which ware either monitory or pre- 



Holinabed, tpealiiiiff of the death of King 
JahD, nyt, "And when tbo King auipected 
dwm (ths Pea») to be paltooed indeeil, hy 
naaoD that audi pncioua atone* ai be had 
about him cut forth a certain sweat, aa it 
were bnrraeing tbe poiaoa," &c. See Reed'a 
edit. oTSfaakap. vol. vji. p. 30S. 

Tbe jElilti, or Eagle StotM, haa been more 
than once mentioned ai a Charm of ainguUr 
Dae to parturient women. (See pp. 3, 105.) 
Lerinua Lemniiu laya : " It mskea women 
that are ilippery able to eonceire, being bound 
to tbe wriat of the left arm, l^y which (ram the 
heart towoid the ring finger, next to tbe little 
finger, on artery runi ; and if all the time the 
wamBQ iagreat with child thtajewet be worn 
on tho« part*, it atrengtbena the child, and 
tbere ia do fear of abortion or miacarrying." 
Eogliafa Traoal. fol. 165N, p. 270. 

lUd. p. 391: "So Coral, Piony, Mijsel- 
toe, drive away tbe falling alckneue, either 
huDg about the neck or drank with wine." 
" Roaemary norgeth houaet, anci a branch of 
this hung at the entrance of houaea driiea away 
devilla and ctHitaglona of the plague ; at also 
RicinuB, commonly called PalmaCbriili, be- 
canae the leaf ei are like a hand opened wide.'' 
" Corall hound to the neck takei off turbuleut 
dreami and allaya the nightly fean of child- 
ren. OlhtrMwella drive away hobgoblins, 
irilchea, nigbt-mana, and other erill spirits, 
if vs will baliere the monuments of the 

(•) The fbllowing ia the iogenioua emend- 
atioD of the reading in a puaage in " King 
Leai," act iL ic. 5, by Dr.Fanoer: 
'• Sunt Wilhold footed thrice the oles. 

He met tbe Night-mare ai.d 
OUi ia a prorincial corruptiu 
OUf. 
'• That yoni liable* may bee alwaiei free 



her nine folet." 
a of /fsUi, or 



(•) Su Coles, in li 
I2mo. Loud. IHAi 
credibly reported ti 
that Lf a man lake 



e froi 



!rallh 



id cut it 

I both sides so that he preserve the joynt, 

id put it in bis pocket when he ridesajour- 

!y, he shall never gaU." 
In Richard Flecliuoe's " Diarium," ft*. 

ro. Lend. 163'4, p. 63, bementioni, 
How Aldei-atick in pocket carried 
By honemen who on highway feared, 
His breech should nerelie gall'd or wearied. 
Although be rid on trotting horte. 
Or cow. or cowl staff, which wa* worse : 
It had, he said, such varluous force, 
Where verlue oft/nm. Judas comt, 
(fib hang'dhimitl/ufim thuamtX") 



.1," (Joh 



.Ji " Pirsdoiiuil As 
Problems," by B. H., e< 



hsnj^ed himself, 

P>r>d< 

IS," by B. H., ( 

s •!% l^aU' 

IS Uflly luppOKd to b»Te hsn, 

em tnd thett posMritif i u it we 
in tha ppiLDgue to LUJy'i " KV 
*pe,- wrlllen in the reign of Qi 
isn^ Isttaiind which implies thi 

rland, or Enliler for * di.igiice." 

.•nil," p. £3. telks us thtt - Fm 
IhoH IhU imtamt In the ( 



li thought 



In Latuie, Fungus 
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econd Part of Coi 
Would Id s brsTerii 



b, ivii. Ihl. 249, '■ be Apia, 
d )->rlDndei of it. sa Isidore 
.les Dsdo him ryrqlegsrluodv 
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For which, in loolh, be wu to blame,) i 

Or 't had Kline other magidi force. 
To harden breech, or toften hone, [ 

1 lean 't lo Ih' learned to diicourse." 
In Blagrare'a Supplement to Culpepper'* , 
" Engliih PhyiicUn," 8vo, Loud. 1674, p. 83, , 
"It it reported that, if you gentlj (trite a ; 
horM that cannot at^e, with a (tick of thii i 
Elder, and bind gome of tlie leavei to his 
belly, it will make him itale pretently. It ^ 
ii aW (aid, and some penoni of gooH credit | 
ban told me, (but 1 iierer made any eipe- 
riment of it.) (bat if one ride with two little 
■ticki of Elder in his pocketi, he ihall not 
tttt nor gaiil, let the hone go never » hard." 
The lint o( these auperKiCioni ii again men- 
tioned in Galea " Adam in Eden." 

In the '■ Athenian Oracle," ml. Ki. p. 949, 
i* the following relation ; " A friend of mine, 
being lately upon the ruaJ a honeboek, «a« 
eitieamly incommoded by Ion of leather; 
which coming to the knowledge of one of his 
ftllow tnivellen, be ovsr-penuaded him to 
put two Elder aticki iiiln hii pockety which 
not only eased him of hii pain, but secured 
the remaining portion of poalerioura, not yet 
excoriated, througliout the rest of lilsjoumey." 
In " All Hue and Crie alUr Cromwell," 
4(0. Nol-nod, 1649, p. i, we read : 
" Coflke, the recorder, have an Eldtr Tne, 
And steel a alip to reward treaclierie." 
There ia ■ vulgnr prejudice that, " if Boys 
be beaten with an Elder stick, it hmden their 

C') Liipton, in his fifth book of " Notable 
Tbmgi," edit. 1660, 8vo. p. 1S2, aays: 
" Hake powder of ttie flowers of Elder, ga- 
thered on a Midsummer-day, being before 
well dryed. and use a apoonfull (hereof in a 
good draught of borage water, morning and 
creuing, Gnt and last, fur the space of a 
tnoilth ; and it will make you aeem young a 
great while," 

(") Camden, in hia " Ancient and Modem 
Hannen of the Irish," telta us (bat " to pre- 
vent Kites from staling their chicken, they 
bang up iti the house the Shells in which the 
chickens were batched.'' See Gough'a edit. 
of Camden, 1789, vol. iii. p. G99. See also 
Memorable Thinga, noted in the " Descrip- 
tion of the World," p. 112, where it is added, 



" To spit upon cattel, they held it good 
againat witchery." 

('•) Inthe"GentMag.''forOctoberie04, 
p. 900, ia giien an engraring of an Asb-tiee, 
growing by the aide of Shirley-atreet (the road 
leading from Hockly Houh! to Birmingham), 
at the edge of Shirley Heath, in Solihull [>- 
riih. The upper part of a gap formed by the 
chinel has closed, but the lower remains open- 
The tree is healthy and flourishing. Thomas 
Chillingirorth, son of the owner of an adjoin- 
ing farm, now about thirty-four yean of age, 
was, when an infant of a year old, paaaed 
through a simOar tree, ddv perfectly sound, 
which be preserres with so much care that be 
will not suffer a single branch to be touched, 
for it is believed the life of the patient depends 
on the life of the tree; and the moment diat 
ii cut down, be the patient ever so distant, the 
Kupture returns, and a mortiScation ensues. 
ir IS not, howeier, uncommon for penons to 
Burrivefuratime the felling of the tree. Inone 
case tlie Rupture suddenly returned, and mor- 
tification followed. These trees are left to 
close of tliemselves, or are closed with nails. 
The woodcutters very frequently meet with 
the latter. One felled on Bunnan's farm 
was found full of nails. This belief is so pre- 
valent in this part of the country, that instances 
of trees that have been employed in the cure 
are very common. The nke notions obtain 
credit in some parts of Essex. In a previona 
part of the same volume, p. 516, it is staled 
that this ash-tree stands " close to the cottage 
of Henry Howe, whose infant son, Thomas 
Rowe, was drawn through the trunk or body 
of it in the year 1791, to cure him of a Rup- 
ture, the tree being then split open for the pur- 
pose of passing thechildthrougb it. The boy 
IS now thirteen years and six months old : I 
have this day, June 10, 1604. seen the ash - 
tree, and Thomas Rowe, as well as his father 
Henry Rowe, from whom I have received the 
above account; and he superstitious] y believes 
that hii sot] Thomas was cured of the Rupture 
hy being drawn through the cleft in the said 
ash-tree, and by nothing else." R. G. 

Tlie writer first quoted, in p. 609, refers to 
the vulgar opinion " concerning the power of 
Aah- trees to repel other maladies or evils, such 
as Shrew Mice, the stopping one of which 
animals alive into a hole bored in an aih i> 
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im^iud an ioMlIbl* prarentivc of tbeir 
nTage* in land>." 

Wbite, in the " Natural Hirtorr and Anti- 
quitia of Sclborne," iiifortng iii, p. 303, that 
'^ In a fann-yard uear Iht middle of tbii vil- 
lage itandi, at thii daj, a raw of pollard- 
aihea, whicb, by the Karat and long cicatricei 
down their sidot, manifeitif slioir thai in for- 
jnertimMtbeybave beeiicleflaiiinder. Tbeie 
tceet. when young and fleiihle, were >eirered 
and held open by wedga,wbile ruptured Cbil- 
dc«n, stripped naked, were puabed through 
the apertum, under a penuaaiontbat, by luch 
& proccM, Ibe poor babe* would be cured of 
their infiraiity. Ai loon at the operation was 



if the parti coftlraced and soldered together, 
as usually fell out wbeie the fent was per- 
formed with any adroitnen at all, the party 
was cured ; but, where the cleft continued lo 
gajie, tbe operatiou, it was supposed, would 
prove iueffectual. Having occasion toeiilarge 
my gardeu not long since, I cut down two or 
three luch trees, one of which did not grow 

■' We bare several persons now living in the 
village who, in llieir cbildhood, vers sup- 
posed to be healed by this superstitious 
mony, derived down perhaps fro~ — ' 
ancestort, who practised it before lueir wiuydi- 
■ion to Christianity. 

" At the smith comer ofthe plestor, or area, 
near Ibe church, there stood, about twenty years 
ago, a very old grotesque hollow poUard-asli, 
whicb for ages nad been looked on with no 
jribII veneration as a SArnff-.4iA. Nowaahiew- 
ash it an ash whose Iwigs or branches, when 
gently applied to the limbs of caKle, will im- 
mediately relieve the pains which a beast suf- 
fers from the running of a ihrtwrnouu over 
the part affected ; for it is supposed that a 
shrew-mouse is of lo baneful and deleterious 
a nature, that wherever it creeps over a beast, 
be it horse, cow, or sheep, the suffering animal 
is ainicted wilb cruel anguish, and threatened 
vith the logs of the use of tbe limb. Against 
this accident, to which they were continually 
liable, our provident forefatbeie always kept 
s Shrew-Atb at hand, which, when once medi- 
cated, would maintain its virtue for ever. A 
shrew-ash was made thus [for a similar prftc- 
tic«HePlDtrs"StaIIbidshire"] i Intotbebody 



r Saxon 



of the tree a deep bole was bored with ai 

ger, and a poor devoted shrew-mouse 
thrust in alive, and plugged in, no d 



known to tubtist in the manor or hundred. 

" As lo that on the plestor, 'the late vicar 
stuhh'd and burnt it, when he was way- 
warden, regardless ofthe remonstrances ofthe 
by-standers, who interceded in vain for iti 
preservation, uiging its power and efBcacy, 
anil alleging thai it had beea 
' Iteligione patrum multos serrala per aa- 



-ongh, neir Uddelbrd, a 



hinil, I niUshat'll; describe,' though inlhei think 
It ia not peculiu to these pans. A neighbour c^ 



ho procwdeii very gnvely to jn^tm mfl that 1 
shsuld be CDnvinn^ of the truth of what he Slid by 



further lofomieil roe thit he should bring buck 
purpose E>r thejr beioa dra^vn now Hnd then seroM 

convinced ofthe elHcmcy ofttiEs proceH, for thmt, ■■ 
Hxin u the poor df-voled mauie had ytelded np 

however, itile wllta nTUinty, Ihst Se ^eep wsa 

the monie. The ti», 1 and, li of the sort called 
vltoli-eliB, or iiltcli-luMl." 



ws 



NOTES TO POTSICAL CHARMS. 



( '-* Tvo brw pins, he addf. verp carpfullv 

laid acfiLw- ei'-.'i "trier t-n tiie lui.- e»iz« of tiiis 
•toiie. fur >.>:.s'*uidj- T.uryjse£. See " Nat. Hi»t. 
of Cjrijwal:." ]■. 171^. 

In tue ca*alu7ue of »ti>rie sui>er»titioDf ve 
must uot omit to m^'iitiuii L«jXjdoxi Stone, and 
the itiHte ill Wes-t;:iiiibter Abbey, bri>uglit from 
Scotland by Kin^ Kdnrard the First, which 
Mouiieur Jorevin saw. aud thus describes: 
*' Jacob's Stone, whereon he rested his head 
when he had the vision of the an^Is ascend- 
ing and descending^ frum heaveii to earth on a 
long ladder. This stone is like marble, of a 
blueish colour, it may be about a foot and a 
half in breadth, and is enclosed in a chair, on 
which the kin;;-< uf England are seated at tiieir 
coronation : wherefore, to do honour to strangers 
who come to see it, they cause them to sit down 
on it." — Antiq. Repertory, vol. ii. p. 32. 

'* London Stone," says Mr. King, in his 
*' Munimenta Autiqua,*' vol. i. fol. Loud. 
1799, p. 1 17, *' presenred with such reveren- 
tial care through so many ages, and now hav- 
ing its top incased within another stone, in 
CflJinon Street, was plainly deemed a record 
of the highest antiquity, of some still more im- 
portant kind ; though we are at present un- 
acquainted with the original intent and pur- 
port for which it was placed. It is fixed, at 
present, close under the south wall of St. 
Swithin's church, hut was formerly a little 
nearer tlie chatniel facing the same place ; 
which seems to prove its having had some 
more ancient ancl peculiar designation than 
that of having been a Roman milliary, even 
if it ever were used for that purposeafterwards. 
It was fixed deep in the ground, and is men- 
tioned so early as the time of Ethelatan, King 
of the West Saxons, without any particular 
reference to its having been considered as a 
Roman milliary stone. There are some curious 
observations with re^^ard to this stone, in the 
•Gentleman's Magazine,' vol. xlli. p. 126. 
Sec also Pciniants " London,'* p. 4, and the 
*Parentulia,' p. 205, in which it appears tliat 
Sir (/hristopher Wron, in consequence of the 
depth and largeness of its foundation, was 
convinced that it must have been some more 
considerablo monument than a mere milliary 
iitone.'* 

In »» l*)Mquin and ^larforiiis," Ito. Loud, 
1A81>, 8igu.4t. I) a b, wo rouil: •* S^f up this 
6i// 11/ London Stunk/' '*l^t it be doone 



I 



voUemnly, with drum and trampet, and looke 
Ton advance my cullours on the top of the 
steeple right over agaiust it.** Also : *' If it 
ple^ them, these dark winter nights, to tticke 
uppe tkeir papers tippon LoNDON StoNE.** 

Of The Statu of ScoNB, Mr. King obssrves 
(*^ Monimeiita Antiqua," vol. i. p. 118): 
''The famous Stone of Scone^ formerly in 
Scotland, on which the kings of England and 
Scotland are still crowned, though now re- 
moved to Westminster, and enclosed in a chair 
of wood, is yet well known to hare been an 
ancient stone of record and most solemn de- 
signation, even long before it was first placed 
at Scoiie. 

Buchanan tells us it formerly stood in 
Argyleshire, and that King Kenneth, in the 
ninth century, transferred it from thoice to 
Scone, and enclosed it in a wooden cluur. ^ It 
was believed by some to have been that which 
Jacob used for a pillow, and to have travelled 
into Scotland from Ireland and from Spain. 
But, whatever may be thought of such a monk- 
ish tradition, it is clear enough tiiat before the 
time o^ Kenneth, that is, before the year 831, 
it had been placed simply, aud plainly, as 
a stone of great import, and of great notoriety, 
in Argyleshire ; and on account of the rever- 
ence paid to it was removed by Kenneth. 

It would not be just to omit mentioning 
tliat a curious investigation of the history of 
this stone may be seen in the ** Grentleman's 
Magazine," vol. li. p. 452, vol. lii. p. 23. 

(^*) In vol. ii. p. 230, of the present work an 
account of the superstitions practised at the 
Pool of St. Fillan has been already given irom 
Heron's "Journey.*' Some further particu- 
lars are noticed in p. 152 of this yolumo, 
and others more immediately to our present 
purpose are here given from Sir John Sin- 
clair's "Statistical Account of Scotland,'' 
vol. xvii. p. 377, in the account of Killin 
parish, county of Perth, given by the Rev. 
Mr. Patrick Stuart, the minister: 

" There is a Bell," he says, " belonging to 
the Chapel of St. Fillan, that was in high re- 
putation among the votaries of that saint in 
old times. It seems to be of some mixed 
metal. It is about a foot high, and of an ob- 
long form. It usually lay on a gravestone 
in the churchyard. When mad people were 
brought to be dipped in the saint's pool, it was 
necessary to perform certain ceremonies, in 
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which there was a mixture of Druidism and 
Popery. After remaining all night in the 
chapel, hound with ropes, the Bell was set 
upon their head with great solemnity. It was 
the papular opinion that, if stolen, it would 
extricate itself out of the thief s hand^ and re- 
tom home, ringing all the way. 

''For some years past this hell has been 
locked up, to prevent its being used for super- 
stitious purposes. 

'* It is but justice to the Highlanders to say 
that the dipping of mad people in St. Fillan's 
Pool, and using the other ceremonieS;(«) was 
common to them with the Lowlanders.'^ 

Sir Walter Scott, in the Notes to " Mar- 
mion,** 4to. Edinb. 1808, p. xxxi. informs us 
that ** There are in Perthshire several wells 
and springs dedicated to St. Fillan, which are 
still places of pilgrimage and offerings, even 
annong the Protestants. They are held power- 
ful in cases of Madness, and in cases of very 
late occurrence lunatics have been left all 

(•) " The origin of the Bell." says Mr. Stuart, 
** is to be referred to the remote ages of the Celtic 
charches, whoae ministers spoke a dialect of that 
langnage. Ara Trode, one of the most ancient Ice- 
landic historians, tells us, in his second chapter, 
that wlwn the Norwef(;ians first planted a colony in 
Ireland, about the year 870, * Eo tempore erat 
Islandia silvis concreta, in medio montium et litto- 
rum : turn erant hie viri Christian!, quos Norwegi 
PApas appellant : et illi peregre profecti sunt, ex eo 
quod nollent esse hie cum viris Ethnicis, et relin- 
qoebant post se Nolas et Baculos : ex illo poterat 
discerni quod essent viri Christiani.' Noia and 
Baj^ both signify hand-bills. See Du Cange. 
Giraldus C^mbrensis, who visited Ireland about the 
end of the 12th century, speaks thus of these relicts 
of superstition : 'Hoc non preetereundum puro, quod 
companas, bajulas, baculosque sanctorum ex supe- 
riore parte recurvos, auro et argento aut ere con- 
fectos, tarn Hibernin et Scotiae quam et Givallis 
populus et clerus in magna reverentia habere solet; 
ita ut juramenta supra haec, longe magis quam 
super Evangelia, et prsBStare vereantur et perjurare. 
Ex vi enim qnodam occulta, et iis quasi divinitus 
insita, nee non et vindicta Tcujus praecipue sancti 
illi appetibiles esse videntur) plerumque puniuntur 
contemptores.' He elsewhere speaks of a bell in 
Ireland, endowed with the same locomotive powers 
as that of St. I^illan. Topog. Hiber. 1. iii. c. 33, and 
1. ii. c. 23. For, in the 18th century, it is curious 
to meet with things which astonished Giraldus, 
the most credulous of mortals in the 12th. St. Fil- 
lan is said to have died in 649. In the 10th year of 
his reign Robert the Brure granted the church of 
Killin, in Glendochart, to the abbey of Inchaffray, 
on condition that one of the canons should officiate 
in the kirk of Strathfillan." 



night bound to the holy stone, in confidence 
that the saint would cure and unloose them 
before morning." 

('*) Coles, in his « Art of Simpling," &c., 
p. 69, says : '* It hath been observed that, if 
a woman with childe eate Quinces much, and 
Curiander seed (the nature of both which is 
to represse and stay vapours that ascend to the 
braine), it will make the Childe ingenious; 
and, if the mother eate much onyons or 
beanes, or such vapoiirous food, it endangereth 
the childe to become lunaticke, or of imperfect 
memory." Ibid. p. 70 : " Boemus relates, 
that in Oarien, in America, the women eate an 
herb when they are great with childe, which 
makes them to bring forth without paine." 
Ibid. p. 71 : '* If a man gather vervaine the 
first day of the New Moon, before sunrising, 
and drinke the juice thereof, it will make him 
to avoid lust for seven yeares." Ibid. p. 88 : 
"If Asses chaunce to feed much upon hem- 
lock, they will fall so fast asleep that they will 
seeme to be dead ; insomuch that some, think- 
ing tliem to be dead indeed, have flayed off 
their skins, yet, after the hemlock had done 
operating, they have stirred and wakened out 
of their sleep, to the griefe and amazement of 
the owners, and to the laughter of others.'* 
" Wood night-shade, or bitter sweet, being 
hung about the neck of Cattell that have the 
Staggers, helpeth them." 

In Buttes's " Dyetts Dry Dinner," 12mo. 
Lond. 1599, signat. C 7, it is asserted that 
" If one eate three small Pomegranate* flowers 
(they say) for an whole yeare, he shall be safe 
from all mauer of Eyesore." As it is, ibid. G 
3, that " It hath bene and yet is a thing which 
superstition hath heleeved, that the body 
anoynted with the Joyce of Chicory is very 
availeable to obtaine the favour of great per- 
sons." 

^' Homer relates how Autolycus's sons 
staunched Ulysses' blood, flowing from a 
wound he received in hunting a wild boai*, 
by a Charm ; the same is observed by Pliny, 
-who adds further that *sic Theophrastus is- 
chidiacos sanari, Cato prodidit luxatis mem- 
bris carmen auxiliari, Marcus Varro podagris.* 
It was reported by Theophrastus that the hip 
gout was cured in the same manner ; by C'ato, 
that a Charm would relieve any member out 
of joint; and by Marcus Varro, that it would 
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care tbe gout in tbe feet. Chiron, in Pin- 
dar, is said to use the same remedy in some 
distempers, but not in all."* See Potter's 
•'Greek Antiquities/' vol. i. p. 355. 

(*^) In a most curious and rare book, en- 
titled, " A Werke for Householders,*' &c. by 
a professed brother of Syon, Richard Whit- 
furde, 8vo. Lond. 1537, signat. C, mention is 
made of a Charm then in use, as follows : 
** The Charaier taketh a fiece of whyt brede, 
and sayth over that breade the Pater Noster, 
and maketh a crosse upon the breade ; then 
doth he ley that pece of breade unto the toth 
that aketh, or unto any sore ; tournyiige the 
crosse unto the sore or dysease, and so is the 
persone healed." Whitforde inveighs against 
this as '' evill and damnable.*' 

(»7) In Poi)e's '* Memoirs of P. P., Clerk 
of the Parish," Works, vol. vi. p. 246, is the 
following : " The next chapter relates how he 
discovered a thief with a Bible and Key, and 
experimented verses of the Psalms that had 
cured Agues." 

('*) Lupton, in his second book of "Not- 
able Things/' edit. 8vo. 1660, p. 40, says : 
" Three Nails made in the vigil of the nativity 
of St. John Baptist, called Midsommer Eve, 
and driven in so deep that they cannot be 
seen, in the place where the party doth 
fall that hath the Falling Sicknesse, and 
naming the said partie's name while it is do- 
ing, doth drive away the disease quite. Mi- 
zaldus." He says in the same page, " The 
Root of Vervain hanged at the neck of such as 
have the King's evil, it brings a marvellous 
and unhoped help.'' 

The late Rev. George Ashby, in some notes 
on Bourne and Brand's " Antiquities," com- 
municated to the editor of this work by Mr. 
Nichols, says : " Squire Morley of Essex used 
to say a prayer which he hoped would do no 
harm when he hung a bit of Vervain-root from 
a scrophulous person's neck. My aunt Free- 
man had a very high opinion of a baked Toad 
in a silk bag, hung round the neck. For live 
toads thus used, see Pennant's * British Zoo- 
logy.' " 

(^•) See vol. i. pp. 86, 87. Mr. Douce's MS. 
Notes say : ** Rings made from cofHn hinges 
are supposed to prevent the cramp. See 
Grose's ♦ Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue/ v. 



ScowBR. The ceiemonies of blening cramp- 
rings on Good Friday will be foand in Wal- 
dron's * Literary Museum.*'* 

From the Minute Book of the Society of 
Antiquaries of London, Nov. 12, 1773, I 
learn that " Dr. Morell communicated from 
a gentleman who was present as a visitor (Mr. 
Penneck) the following extract of a letter, 
copied from the Harleian Manuscripts, which 
shews the great prevalence of superstition in 
those days, even among the most exalted 
characters, with regard to the prevention or 
cure of diseases by Charms only. The letter 
is from Lord Chancellor Hatton to Sir Tho- 
mas Smith, dated Sept. Uth, 158-, and re- 
lates to an epidemical disorder, at that time 
very alarmnig. The extract runs tbus: 
* I am likewise bald to recommend my most 
humble duty to our dear mistress (Queen 
Elizabeth) by this letter and ring, which hath 
the virtue to expell infectious airs, and is (as 
it telleth me)/o be worn betwixt the tweet 
duggt, the chaste nest of pure constancy. I 
trust, sir, when tlie virtue is known^ it shall 
not be refused for the value.' '* 

Also, March 11, 1773: "Mr. Wright 
presented an engraving from a Sardonyx,which 
formerly belonged to the Monastery of St 
Albans; the use of it, we are told, was to 
procure easy births to labouring women, by 
being laid, in the time ef travail, inter mam' 
mas. A transcript of the MS. describing it 
will be inserted in Latin, and explained in 
English, in the * History of St. Albans,' in- 
tended to be published by Mr. Wright." 

(*>} Touching for the Evil continued in 
France at least till 1657. Tbe « Publick In- 
telligencer," January 5 to 12^ 1657, says: 
'' The other day the King touched a great 
number of people that were sick of tbe Evill, 
in the great gallerie at the Louvre." 

(«') In Bulwer's " Chirologia," 8vo. Lond. 
1644, p. 149, we read : " This miraculous im- 
position of the hand in curing the disease called 
the Struma, which, from the constant effect of 
that sovereign salve, is called the King^sevil, 
his sacred majesty that now is hath practised 
with as good successe as any of hia royal pro- 
genitours." 

(") In the « Gent. Mag." for 1751, vol. 
XXI. p. 415, we read: "The solemn words. 
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' I toach, but Grod bea1etb,'(') were tiiose our 
former kings always pronounced when they 
touched for the Evil ; but this was never done 
but in tiie presence of a bishop or priest, who 
introduced the patient to the royal presence 
for that salutary intention. Then also, a form 
of prayer for the divine blessing was used, 
and the king hung a small piece of silver 
about the person's neck, which he was re- 
quired to wear during his life." 

For a proclamation concerning the cure of 
the king's evil, see Rushwrarth's " Collections,'^ 
part II. yol. i. p. 47. The small piece of 
silver noticed in the quotation from *' Gent. 
Mag/' appears erroneous : ** As often as the 
king putteth the anyel about their necks, re- 
peat these words : ' That Light was the true 
Light which lighteth every man into the 
world.' After this the Lord's Prayer is said, 
and another prayer on the behalf of the dis- 
eased, that tney, receiving health, may give 
thanks to God," &c. 

In the ''Statistical Account of Scotland," 
vol. Vii. p. 560, parishes of Kirkwall and St. 
Ola, we read : ** In the time of sickness or 
danger, they often make vows to this or the 
other favourite saint, at whose church or cha- 
pel in the place they lodge a piece of moneys 
as a reward for their protection; and they 
imagine that if any person steals or carries 
oflf that money, he will instantly fall into the 
same danger from which they, by their pious 
offering, had been so lately delivered." 

(0 In the " SUtisdcal Account of ScoUand," vol. 
•xbf. 8vo. Edinb. 1 795, p. 210, parishes of K>lfynichen 
and Kilvieeuen, eo. of Argyll, we read : * A man 
in I. of the name of Mr. Innis, touclies for the 
king's eviL He is the seventh son ; and it is flrmly 
believed, in the country that he has this gift of 
caring. He touches or rubs over the sore with his 
hand, two Thursdays and two Sundays successively, 
in the name of the Trinity, and says ' It is God that 
enures.* He asks nothing for his trouble. It is be- 
lieved if he dia, thev would tie no cure. He is 
ofUen sent for out of the country ; and though he 
asks nothing, yet the patients, or their fHends, 
make him presents. He is perfectly illiterate, and 
says he does not know how the cure is effected, but 
that Ood is pleased to work it in consequence of 
his touch." The same supposed quality of curing 
the king's evil by touch m a seventh male diild, 
has been before noticed among the Chabms ta odd 
NiTMBKRS^in p. 144, note(c). 

.See an account of Mr. Valentine Greatrakes' 
stroking for different Disorders, in the ** Gent. 
Mag." lor Jan. 1779, vol. xlix. p. 32. 

VOL. III. 



("») Gough's edit, of Camden, 1789, vol. 
iii. p. 668. 

In Dr. Jorden's "Briefe Discourse of a 
Disease called the Suffocation of the MoUier, 
written upon occasion which hath beene of 
late taken thereby, to suspect possession of an 
evill Spirit, or some such like supernatural 
Power :" 4to. Loud. 1603, p. 21 b, we have 
the following on the subject of Physical 
Charms: **If we cannot moderate these per- 
turbations of the minde, by reason and perswa- 
sions, or by alluring their (the patients) mindes 
another way, we may politikely confirme 
them in their fantasies, that wee may the bet* 
ter fasten some cure upon them ; as Constan- 
tinus Affriccanus (if it be his boake whiche is 
inserted among Galen's works,* de Incantatione, 
Adjuratiune,' &c.) afHrmeth, and practised 
with good successe, upjti one who was impo' 
tens ad vefierem, and thought himself bewitched 
therewith, by reading unto him a foolish me- 
dicine out of Cleopatra, made with a crowe s 
gall and oyle ; whereof the patient tooke so 
great conceit, that, upon the use of it, he pre- 
sently recovered his strength and abilitie 
againe. The like opinion is to bee helde of 
all those superstitious remedies which have 
crept into our profession, ofchatynes, exordsmes, 
consteiiatiofiSj ah'tracters, periapts^ amulfts^ in- 
cense j hoUe- water, clouts crossed and folded 
superstitiously, repeating of a certaine nttmbsr 
and forme of prayers or Ave Mar its, offering 
to certaine saints, ******* through the 
wedding ring, and a hundred such like toyes 
and gambols ; which when they prevaile in 
the cure of diseases, it is not for any superna- 
tural! vertue in them, either from God or the 
Divell, [although perhaps the Divell may 
have a collateral! intent or worke therein, 
namely, to drawe us unto superstition,] but 
by reason of the confident perswasion which 
melaucholike and passionate people may have 
in them ; according to the saying of Avicen, 
that the confidence of the patient in the meanes 
used is oftentimes more available to cure dis- 
eases than all other remedies whatsoever.'* 

In Osbouine^s ** Advice to a Son,*' also, 8vo. 
Oxf. 1656, p. 125, we read ; •* Be not therefore 
hasty to register all you understand not in the 
black calendar of hell, as some have done the 
Weapon Salve, passing by the cure of the 
king s evill altogether, as improbable to sense ; 

M 
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leit you reiemble the pope, who anathema- 
tize<I the Bishop of SaltzDiir(^e for maintaining 
Atiti])odes; or the Consistory for decreeing 
against tlie probable opinion of the earth's 
motion.** 

Werenfels. p. 8, says : *' If the su])erstitious 
person lie woinided by any chance, he applies 
the salve, not to the wountl, but, what is more 
effectual, to the wea^MMi l)y which lie received it. 
By a new kind of art, he will transplant his 
disease, like a scion, and graft it into what tree 
he pleases. The fever he will not drive away 
by Medicines, but what is a more certain re- 
medy, liaving paired his nails, and tied them 
to a cray-tish, he will turn his liack, and, as 



Deucalion did the stones from which a nev 
progeny of men arose, throw them behind him 
into the next river.** 

In Warner's ''Topographical Remarks relat- 
ing to the South-western Parts of Hampshiie,'* 
8vo. fjoud. 1793, vol. ii« p- I^l) speaking (d 
the old register of Christ Church, that autbor 
tells us: **The same register aflbrds, also, 
several very curious receipts, or modes of core, 
in some singular cases of indisposition : they 
are apparently of the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century, and couched in the nncoutk 
phraseology of that time. I forbear, however, 
to insert them, from motives of delicacy." 



- 
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Some years ago, says the ** Connoisseur.'* 
No. oit. there was publicly advertised among 
the iithor extv.Aordinary medicines whose won- 
derful ijualities are daily related in the last 
pa^ of a iiews^uper. a most eHicacious Love 
IVwder, by \iliich a despairing lover might 
crealo atVection in the bosom of the most cruel 
misTress. I^n-ers indeed have always been 
fond of euohontment. ShakspMre has repre- 
•euti'd Oxhello as accuse-l of wiiuiing his 
Desdeuiona ** by conjur.uion and mii^hty ma- 
gic ;"v'^ and TlK\H'rit««and Virgil have both 
iutroduoexl h omen into ;iu*ir ^vistorals. usinc 
charms and incan;atio:*s lo recover the affec- 
tions of 1^leir si^et'ib.eatts. 

Thus al»<^ in iJay's " Shep:;er\i*s We*k :*' 

•• Strait i^» t;ie 'yvnhevMrys sho:^ 1 wen:. 
And in / '/tv P,m\if jCA my ::^,.»*'ey siv::: : 
Hehav >«bai w\U. v.e\t Sar:d.»vaiVrvr,\vt*r*. 
Hiirtx To ;'.e alets.'x:so l.v.MvrViv. :wAi-rs, 
These J^»uiev, rt^e* i' t-o :;5 r'.::c I*il :hr.''w. 
.\ud »kvu liH"^ *«a'.;; in:::*. iVr^c*::: !,-vi' sha/. 

Au <\k;*> kv.»:an\v %m' ilv twif s«t' Love }V« • 
doi uia> U' iesA»i •'.. smv «-f :iwr *'iiat*:ew or' 
^^^• .»svtt ;' > " I ^ k* Jx"*: u- 'le*' • s\ I '^ *c\"\' ;iu; . :' 
i^^K^ki TIkvIhUs. v\'u: : «m' Ko4\« «hk'«e av. 

chM^WWiW IMk « klkUiNvMi iMk«Hm:k!e 
a kiXMUl ^«MMi|y M«t JM^tyim wIMi teft Ei- 



ther might eat, the effect of which wonld be 
to restore his father's affection for Gastoo'i 
mother, who was at that time parted from her 
husband, and resident at Charles the Bad's 
court. Charles the Had intended to have poi- 
soned Gast<m. 

Werenfeli. p. 6, nyi : '* Whenever the so- 
pentitious person is in love, he will complain 
that Umfiting powder has been ^ven him.** 

The unfortunate Miss Blandy, who was 
executed many years ago for poMoning her 
fatl;er. persisted to the lart in affirming that die 
thoueht the powder which her viUanous lover, 
Cranston, sent her to administer to him was 
a Lose piutrder which was to conciliate her 
father's affecriuu to the captain. She met her 
death with this asseveration ; and I ptesame 
that tliow who have considered the wondcrfnl 
power of suwntitiun, added to the fascination 
of lA\ve. tLI: be half persuaded to believe that 
she Old i^.>t £o out of the world with a lie in 
h« m.ath. Her dying request, too, to be 
I'urieu close to her lather, appears to me a 
vv:Ty4K>nt:i:fpnx'f:hat though she was oer- 
u:: ly rbe cause <( his premature death, and 
uud«rwtz«: :utf jud^mcLit of the law for die 
uase, ^«;^ch can rake no cognizance of such 
exouH» f,'r *>. h . r:: J a crime as parricide,) 
v«c «^< was liikC iu ibie bLsckat sense of the 
wvsu. "iis m iu"ui muzdereas.^*^ 

Avivi^f* j^ m a-i CcutmuatxoD of Dr. Hen- 
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ry^b^Hktory of Great Britun,*' 4to. p. 17S, 
■peakiDg of the profligate Botliwell, says, iu 
a note : ** It seems strange that an author so 
i«i|ieetable as Mr. Guthrie should allow any 
ioedit to the asseverations in a will in which the 
testator affirms, * that as he had from his youth 
•ddieied himsdf much to the art of enchatU- 
meHt at Paris and elsewhere, he had hewitched 
the queen (Mary) to fall in love with him," " 
&c. sc. 

In **The Comical Pilgrim's Pilgrimage 



into Ireland," 8vo. Lond. 1723, p. 97, we 
read: "They often used philtres.'' ** The 
spark that's resolved to sacrifice his youth and 
vigour on a damsel, whose coyness will not ac- 
ce;)t of his love oblations, he threads a needle 
with the hair of her head, and then running 
it through the most fleshy part of a dead man, 
as the brawn of the arms, thigh, or the calf of 
the leg, the charm has that virtue in it, as to 
make her run mad for him whom she so lately 
slighted." 
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(^) — " Thou hast practised on her with foul 

charms ; 
Abus'd her delicate youth with drugs, or 

minerals 
That waken motion." Act i. sc. 2. 

Again, sc. 3 : 

^'She is abus'd, itoln from me, and cor- 
rupted 
By ^lls and medicines bought of moun- 
tebanks." 

And again: 

— <' I therefore vouch again, 
That with some mixtures powerful o'er 

the blood. 
Or with some dram conjur*d to this efl*ect, 
He wrought upon her." 

(■) Newton, in his **Tryall of a Man's 
owne Selfe," 12mo. Lond. 1602, p. 116, en- 
qnires, under Breaches of the seventh Com- 
mandment, " Whether by any secret sleight, 
or cunning, as drinkes, drugges, medicines, 
charmed potions, amatorious philter*, flgures, 
characters, or any such like paltering instru- 
ments, devises, or practises, thou host gone 
about to procure others to doate for love of 
thee." 

Dr. Ferrand, in his ** Love Melancholy," 
8vo. Oxf. 1640, p. 176, tells us: "We have 
sometimes among our silly wenches some that, 
out of a foolish curiosity they have, must 
needs be putting in practice some of those 
feats that they have received by tradition from 
their mother, perhaps, or nurse, and so, not 



thinking forsooth to doe any harme, as they 
hope, they paganize it to their own damnation. 
For it is most certain that Botanomancy, which 
is done by the noise or crackling that knee- 
holme, box, or bay-leaves make when they 
are crushed betwixt one's hands, or cast into 
the fire, was of old in use among the Pagans, 
who were wont to bruise poppy flowres be- 
twixt their hands, by this means thinking to 
know their loves ; and for this cause Theocri- 
tus cals this hearb T»)Xi^/x«y, quasi AnXtpkw, 
as if we should say Tel-love** 

In the same work, p. 310, Dr. Ferrand, 
speaking of the ancient Love Charmes, Cha- 
racters, Amulets, or such like Periapses, says, 
they are " such as no Christian physitian ought 
io use; notwitlistanding that the common 
people doe to this day too superstitiously be- 
lieve and put in practice many of these pa- 
ganish devices." 

In " The Character of a Quack Astrologer,^' 
4to. 1673, signat. C 2, we are told : «« He 
trappans a young heiress to run away witha 
footman, by pers wading a young girl 'tis her 
destiny j and sells the old and ugly philtres 
and love-powder to procmre them sweetharts."^ 

(8) The following is copied from the " Gent. 
Mag." for Jan. 1731, vol. i. p. 30 : <* A man 
at a village near Mortagne, in France, had 
been long ill of a distemper which puzzled the 
physicians : his wife believed he was be- 
witched, and consulted a pretended conjurer, 
who shewed her the wizard (her husband's 
uncle) in a glass of water, and told her that, 
to oblige him to withdraw the charm, they 
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must beat him and bum the soles of his feet 
On her return she sent for the Uncle, and with 
the assistance of her relations beat him unmer- 
cifully, and burnt the soles of his feet and the 
crown of his head in such a manner that in 
two days after he died. The woman and her 
accomplices were seized. She owned the fact, 
and said, if it was to do again, she would do it. 
This happened in December last." In the 
same Magazine, for August, 1731, page 358, 
we read that " The Tournelle condemned 
the woman to he hanged" for the above 
fact, but that "great interest was making to 
get her sentence commuted, the fact proceeding 
from conjugal affection^ 



In the Comedy entitled "The Mock Mar- 
riage," 4to. Lond. 1696, signat. G, some Love 
Charms occur to cause a person to dream of 
his lover. '^ Hide some dazy-roots under your 
pillow, and hang your shoes out of the win- 
dow.'» 

Tlie following is found in Herrick's'^Hes* 
perides," p. 245 : 

** A Charme, or an AUay^for Loive. 

If so be a Toad be laid 
In a sheep-skin newly flaid. 
And tliat ty'd to man, 'twill sever 
Him and his affections ever.** 
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Sir Thomas Browne, in his " Quincunx 
artificially considered," p. Ill, mentions a 
rural (harm against Dodder, Tetter, and 
strangling Weeds, by placing a chalked tale 
at the four comers, and one in the middle of 
the fields, which, though ridiculous in the 
intention, was rational in the contrivance, and 
a good way to diffuse the magic through all 
parts of the area. 

The following rural Charms are found in 

a Collection entitled ** Wit a sporting in a 

^pleasant Grove of new Fancies," 8vo. Lond. 

1657, p. 78. They also occur in Herrick's 

* Hesperides," p. 383. 

« This rie tell ye by the way, 
Maidens, when ye leavens lay, 
Crosse your dow, and your dispatch 
Will be better for your batch." 

" In the morning when ye rise. 
Wash your hands and cleanse your eyes. 
Next be sure ye havs a care 
To disperse the water farre : 
For as farre as that doth light. 
So farre keeps the evil spright," Q) 

'* If ye feare to be affrighted. 
When ye are (by) chance benighted : 



In your pocket, for a trusty "• 
Carrie nothing but a Crust; 
For that holie piece of bread 
Charmes the danger and the dread." 

Some older Charms, however, are to be 
found in Bale's Interlude concerning the Laws 
of Nature, Moses, and , Christ, 4to. 1562, 
signat. C 3 b. Idolatry says : 

<< With blessynges of Sayut Germayne 
I wyll me so determyne. 
That neyther fox nor vermyne 

Shall do my chyckens harme. 
For your Gese seke Saynt Legearde, 
And for your Duckes Saynt Leonarde, 
For Horse take Moyses yearde. 

There is no better Charme. 

Take me a Napkyn folte 
With the byas of a bolte 
For the healyng of a Colte 

No better thynge can be : 
For lampes and for bottes 
Take me Saynt Wilfride's knottes 
And holy Saynt Thomas Lottes, 

On my lyfe I warrande ye. 
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A dram of a shepe's tyrdle^ 
And good Saynt Frances gyrdle, 
With the hamlet of a byrdle, 

Are wholsom for the pyppe : 
Besydes these Charmes afore, 
I have feates many more 
That kepe sty 11 in store, 

Whom nowe I over hyppe." (*) 

Ady, in his ** Candle in the Dark," 4to. 
ond. 1655, p. 58, says : ** It appeareth still 
nong common silly country people, how 
ley had learned Charms by tradition from 
opisb times, for curing cattle, men, women, 
ad children; for churning of butler, for 
aking their bread, and many other occa- 
ons ; one or two whereof I will rehearse 
Qly, for brevity. An old woman in Essex, 
ho was living in my time, she had lived 
Iso in Queen Marie^s time, had learned 
lence many popish Charms, one whereof was 
lis : every night when she lay down to sleep 
le charmed her bed, saying 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
The bed be blest that I lye ou : 

ad this would she repeat three times, reposing 
reat confidence therein, because (she said) 
le had been taught it, when she was a young 
laid^ by the church- men of those times. 

** Another old woman came into an house 
t a time whenas the maid was churning of 
utter, and having laboured long and could 
otmake her butter come, the old woman 
old the maid what was wont to be done when 
be was a maid, and also in her mother's 
'oung time, that if it happened their butter 
rould not come readily, they used a Charm 
J be said over it, whilst yet it was in beat- 
ag, and it would come straightways, and 
[lat was this : 

Come, butter, come, 
Come, butter, come : 
Peter stands at the gate. 
Waiting for a butter *d cake ; 
Come, butter, come. 

[Tiis, said the old woman, being iaid three 
itnesy will make your butter come, for it was 
aught my mother by a learned church-man 
n Queen Marie's days, whenas churchmen 
lad more cunning, and could teach the people 



many a trick that our ministers now a days 
know not." (') 

Coles, in his " Art of Simpling,'* p. 6^, 
says: " It is said that if a handfull of Arsmart 
he put under the saddle, upon a tired horse's 
back, (^) it will make him travaile fresh 
and lustily ;" and " If a footman take mug- 
wort and put it into his shoes in the morning, 
he may goe forty miles before noon, and not 
be weary." p. 70. "The seed of Fleahane 
strewed between the sheets causeth chastity." 
p. 71. " If one that hath eaten Comin doe 
but breathe on a painted face, the colour 
will vanish away straigfit." ** The seeds of 
Docks tyed to the left arme of a woman do 
helpe barrennesse." p. 70. " All kinde of 
Docks have this property, that what iiesh, or 
meat, is sod therewith, though it he never so 
old, hard, or tough, it will become tender and 
meet to be eaten. '^ "^ Calamint will recover 
stinking meat, if it be laid amongst it whilst 
it is raw. The often smelling to Basil breedeth 
a scorpion in the brain." p. 69. '* That the 
root of Male- Piontf dry edy tied to the neck, 
doth help the Incubus, which we call the 
Mare." p, 68. « That if maids will take 
wilde Tansey, and lay it to soake in butler- 
milke nine dayes, and wash their faces there- 
with, it will make them looke very faire." 

The same author, in his '* Adam in Eden,** 
p. 561, tells us : " It is said, yea and believed 
by many, that Moonwort will open the locks 
wherewith dwelling-houses are made fast, if 
it be put into the key- hole : as also that it 
will loosen the locks, fetters, and shoes from 
those horses* feet that goe on the places where 
it groweth ; and of this opinion was Master 
Culpeper, who, though he railed against su- 
perstition in others, yet had enough of it 
himselfe, as may appear by his story of the 
Earl of Essex his horses, which being drawn 
up in a body, many of them lost their shoes 
upon White Downe in Devonshire, neer 
Tiverton, because Moonwort grows upon 
heaths." («) 

Rue was hung about the neck, as an amu- 
let against Witchcraft, in Aristotle's time. 
^* Rutam fascini amuletum esse tradit Aris- 
toteles.'* Wierii de Praestigiis Dsemonum, 
lib. v. cap. xxi. col. 584. 

Shakspeare, in ** Hamlet,*' act iv. sc. 7, 
has this passage : '^ There's rue for you 
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lierei Kiitt fur me. V,'r may luU il Herb of 
CiiBw uii Suii.lny«."' Hue wa.i calleJ l.etl. of 
KiHce liy iliB cituiiliy IK-III.U, Bii>l iffolsilily 
fur IIk nvmuii aHiRiied by Mr. Wucbuitoii, 
tli>l it wsa lunl miSuiidiiyi liy lUe RomiuiiBta 
jii llieir cxurciamt. See (irry '■ Noteg oii 
SlulitlH'ut', vol. ii.j). 3Ul. 
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HURAL CHABUS. 

ToieepeoffdeatJi'ipalBdaiti fuT(JeD>an 

tbeu . „ . 

Tliou badit been numberd rtill with bring 

Time* »ytbe had fear'd thy LavbUL to 
invade. 

bject of our wrrow ni«de."(7) 






fciim Ibe following p(Uira(;e in 
■i'iivliiiw>» Web," &c. ltd. Loiid. 
. K 4, Ibot wcmiiiH a Bay Leaf 
u ugiiiiiil Ibmider: " Ke wliicli 
bay-lonfc i> iirivilcgtd from 



Sf* bW " Wbiniiiraj 



e Itay Tii* 
iilivivnl, that il it " hi ]irivilPKril by iiatiirp, 
lb*t irni Ibniuirr unl liitbtiiiiiji txt hrrc 
rvni titXFd uf i<iutUli1y, U'U will iiot touch 
him tvx mi^wcl'i Mkr, m a wrmi tliiii|;.'" 

Ai n liuitV citnl iVoin Kuiir idd Vn);ii>li 
IB*), in UiHlriiliuin'i " llrlvnltTP, «l1w Car- 
ilni .>f llip Alum," Kvu. l.i.iid, IWHl, y. TO, 



Nor tliM 

Leigli, ill bis " Obwrvatlona on Ibe firH 
Twelve C»«ir>, " 8vo. Load. 1647, p. i3, 
siirttkingofTiberliia Ckmt, uy*, " He feared 
thunder exceedingly, and when the Aire or 
Weather was aiiylbing troubled, he e»er cw- 
ritd a chaplef or wreatb of liiwrell abonl 
liii neck, because that (aa Plltiy repute*) 
is never bluted witli Ugl.taing." The bjsc 
nuthor, in hii " Life of Augurtua,'" p. *0, 
ii>entiDi<a aaimilaiCbsrai. " He waaaomncli 
iill-aid of thunder and lightning, Ibat he ever 
cDiried about with him for a preseirative le- 
niedy a Sala'w lAtnue." Here a Note adJ»; 
" Or of a Sea-Calfe, irhi<Ji, aa Pliuie writedi, 
thecketb all liEhtuiiigs. Toniinu et Fol- 
)>iira {laulo inttrmius expaveacebat, at Km- 
{inr et ubiquepellem Vitnli marini circuin- 



: nor tWwi- Uiglili 
tnitir lialb \vvti 



e luonirttbi 



: iu " Natural and Artl- 
by Thomas Hill, Rvo. 
" A natural meana 
le in safety from Thua- 
An ancient autlior n- 
> other enKiimentB of 
if Ihe 



JuiM'ii, (iHiml ll.'ti, Kiuf. 1,■^ ifanr u un 
fli'a«i>I iKUij-liiUMil )'4Hd to lh» iiiranoiy \.<{ 
llwl i»-rt. iu aUmioti w iW >uiM*tiliv>i> 
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I find Ihe foUo' 
iicial Concluaioi 
Loud. 1870, cxs 

der and Lighteni 

cited, famong divers oiuer eiperiii 

iialure which be liad found out,) th< 

lirih Hrmthtk, or Syngreen, do grow on ihe 

houtc tup. Ihe aame houie ia never itrickeu 

with Ugbtiiing or Thunder." 

It il (till cummoQ, in many parts of Eng- 
land, to plant Ihe herb houae-leek upon the 
lopa of collB):e houwe. 

^be learnnl author of the "TulgarEnon,'' 
(Qninruni. |>. lafi.) meotiona tbia berb, aa a 
tu[i(0-*ed drfmantive, nearly in the aame 
■ord* with Hill. 
I Aiidmra, in hia Contiiniation of Dr. Beniy'i 
Hittiiry. 4to. p. BOB. Note, tvllt ua, from Ai- 
iH<l'* "Ediiihurgb." that " In 1594 the Elilen 
uf the Scotiith Cburch «xnted tlteir utmort 
uJhmw* to aboliah wi irrktiou^ culbMO 
■nwaf the hiubaudnkcn. whidb, with nW 
nwcn. 5«w g«»«i ofTeuce. The fatmen «« 
•))| te W.e a portion of their lai.d uulillf 
m»A <uKwiTP>l yew after yen. tUU ipot * 
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supposed to be dedicated to Satau, aiid was 
stvled * the Good Man*8 Croft/ viz. the LAud- 
lord's Acre. It seems probable that some 
pagan ceremony had given rise to so strange a 
superstition f * no doubt a3 a Charm or peace 
offering, tliat the rest might be fertile. (") 

Martin, in his ** Description of the Western 
Islands,'^ p. 120, says : ** It is a received 
opinion in these islands, as well as in the 
neighbouring part of die main land, that 
women, by a Charm, or some other secret 
way, are able to convey the increase of their 
neigbbour's cows' milk to their own use; and 
that the milk so charmed dotli not produce 
tfaa ordinary quantity of butter ; and the curds 
made of that milk are so tough, tliat it can- 
not be; made so firm as the other cheese, and 
also is much lighter in weight The butter so 
taken away and joined to the Charmer's but- 
ter is evidently discernible by a mark of se- 
paration,- viz. the diversity of colour ; that 
which is charmed being paler than the other. 
If butter, having these marks, be found on a 
suspected woman, she is presently said to be 



guilty. To recover this loss they take a litde 
of the rennet from all the suspected persons, 
and put it into an egg-shell full of milk; 
and when that from the charmer is mingled 
with it, it presently curdles, and not before.*' 

" Some women make use of the root of 
groundsel as an amulet against such charms, 
by putting it among the cream." 

Ibid. p. 106, speaking of Fladda Chuaii, 
Martin says, '* There is a chapel in the isle 
dedicated to St. Columbus. It has an altar 
in the east end, and, therein, a blue stone of 
a round form on it, which is always moist. 
It is an ordinary custom, when any of the 
fishermen are detained in this isle by con- 
trary winds, to wash the blue stone with 
water, all round, expecting thereby to pro- 
cure a favourable wind.'' '* And so great 
is the regard tliey have for this stone, that they 
swear decisive oaths upon it. *\^) 

Ibid. p. 109, he says,** It was an ancient cus- 
tom among the islanders to hang a he-goat to 
tlie boat's mast, hoping thereby to procure a 
favourable wind.'' 



NOTES TO RURAL CHARMS. 



(') The superstition of holding the Poker 
before the fire to drive away the witch has 
been already noticed. (See the present vol. 
p. 26.) Whatever may be the reason, it is a 
certain fact that setting up a poker before a fire 
has a wcmderful effect in causing it to bum. 

r*) In Ae "Athenian Oracle," vol. i. 
p. 158, IB preserved the following Charm to 
stop bleeding at the nose, and all other hsemor- 
rfaages, intibe country : 
" In the blood of Adam Shi was taken, 
In the blood of Christ it was all to shaken, 
And by the same blood I do the charge, 
That me Uood of ( * ) run no langer at 
iMge." 

(») In «Whimnes5 or a New Cast of 
CWaeten^** 12mo. Lond. 1631, the witty 
anonymoas author, in his description of a 
ballad-monger, has the following : '* His bal- 

^•)N«ming the christian and sumame of the party. 



lads, cashiered the city, must now ride poast 
for tlie country ; where they are no lesse ad- 
mireil than a Gyont in a pageant : till at last 
they grow so common there too, as every 
poore milk-maid can chant and chirpe it 
under her cow, which she useth as an harmf 
less Charme to make her let downe her milk.** 

Grose tells us that " a slunk or abortive 
Calf, buried iii the high way over which cat- 
tle frequently pass, will greatly prevent that 
misfortune happening to Cows. This is com- 
monly practised in Suffolk." 

Lupton, in his third book of *' Notable 
Things," (edit. 8vo. 1660, p. 53,) 12, says: 
<' Mousear, any maimer of way ministered 
to horses, brings this help unto them, that diey 
cannot be hurt whiles the Smith is shooing of 
them; therfore it is called of many Herba 
Clavorum, the Herb of Nails." Mizaldus. 

The well-known interjection used by the 
country people to their horses, when yoked to 
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^ (') Turner, ;„ , . ""'y •■•« «t 

Among Tree ^ ®'^^^- 

;|- growth, and A^^S'ee *« Pri/u^^'''^ ^^ ir- 
}ortxi them of t) ^'* Useful ivrn ^.-^ ^voudet 



^ Jioticed ;,. -11.. . 



vent the i,,(l*. ^" private bre.,. *•**'''»'• 

"cross her K. i ' " ""rninir co»I • "" '^'f 
••^'ely atter'*/,"""''' ^^ biZ"-'""^ 

» vessel,-.""' '*'«' err in sfj^ ?»»• «n<l Holy 

5?" « the Water <^ '"°' hi>h • 7k ^'O' • 
'•«'""» lad a c^:P''^' for the L.?' "»'"'• 

""» custom ;. " ^"« on «, ° "^ W got 
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CHARACTS. 



CiiABACTS teem to have been Cliarms in the 
form of Infcriptions. See Dugdale's " Orig. 
Jurid/* p. 81 : " That he uie ue hide no 
Charme, ne Charecte/' 

So, in Gower, ** De Confessione Amantis," 
Bi.: 

" With his Carrecte would him enchaunt/^ 
Again, B vi. fol. 140 : 
" Through his Carcctes and figures.*' 
Again : 

'' And his Carecte as he was tawght 

He rad.» 

See Reed s edit, of Shaksp. 1803, vol. vi. p. 
386. 

In the *^ Dialogue of Dives and Pauper," 
printed by Richard Pynson, 1493, folio, sig- 
nal. C 2, amon|^ superstitious practices then in 
use, the followmg we find censured : 

(* Or use any Charmes in gadering of herbes, 
or hangynge of Scrotuet aboute man or woman 
or chiUe or oeeit for any teknetse^ with any 
Scripture or Jiguret and Charecti, but if it be 
pater noeter, ave, or the crede, or holy tuordee 
of the Goepel, or of Holy IVryt, for devocion 
nat for curiouatie, and only with the tokene of 
the holy Croue,*' 

In the *^ Defensative agahist the Poysou of 
Supposed Prophecies/' 4to. Lond. 1583, sig- 
nal. O 0, 4 b. we read : " One of the reysters 
which, served under the Frenche Admiral!, at 
the siege of Poictiers, was founde after he was 
dead to have about his necke a pursse of Taf- 
fata, and within the same a piece of parch- 
ment full of characters in Hebrew; beside 
many cycles, semicircles, tryangles, &c. with 
sundrie shorte cuttes and shreddings of the 
Psalmes. Deus misereatur nostri &c. An- 
gelis suis mandavit de te, &c. Super Aspidem 
& Basiliscum, &c., as if the prounecies which 
proprly belong to Christe might be wrested 
to the safeguard and defence of every private 
mau.'^ Lord Northampton cites as his autho- 
rity, " Histor. des Troubles," Liv. 8. 

In 'The Burnynge of Pauleys Church in 



Loudon, 1561, and the 4 day of June by 
Lyghtiiynge, at Three of the Clocke at After- 
noone, &c.'' 8vo. Tendon, 1563, signal. I. 8 b, 
we read : ^' What wicked bliudenes is tliis 
than, to tliinkc tliat wearing prayers written in 
rolles about with theym, asS. Jolm's Gospell, 
the length of our Lord, the measure of our 
Lady, or other like, thei shall die no sodain 
death, nor be hanged,(^) or yf he be hanged, 
he shall not die. There is to manye suche, 
tliough ye laugh, and beleve it not, and not 
hard to shewe them with a wet finger." Our 
author continues to observe that our devotion 
ought to "stande in depe sighes and groniuges, 
wyth a full consideration of our miserable 
state and Goddes majestye. in the heart, and 
not in ynke or paper : not in hangyng written 
ScRoi.LES about the necke, but lamentinge un- 
feigiiedlye our synnes from the hart" 

Lodge, in his ** Incarnate Devils/' 4to. Lond. 
1596, signal. C 2, speaking of curiosity, says : 
'^ If you long to know tliis slave, you shall 
never take him without a i?oo^ of Characters ia 
his bosome. Promise to bring him to treasure- 
trove, and he will sell his land for it, but he 
will be cousened. Bring him but a table of 
lead, with crosses (and Adonai or Elohim writ- 
ten in it), he thinks it will heal the Ague."(*) 

Cotta, in his *' Short Discoverie of the Un- 
observed Dangers of several 1 sorts of Ignorant 
and Unconsiderate Practisers of Physicke iu 
England," 4to. Lond. 1612, p. 50, very sensibly 
observes : ** If there be any good or use unto 
the health by Spels, they have that prerogative 
by accident, and by the power and vertue of 
fancie. If fancie then be the foundation where- 
upon buildetli the good of spels, spels must 
needs be as fancies are, uncerlaine and vaine : 
so must also, by consequent, be their use and 
helpe, and no lesse all they that trust unto 
them.'' 

He elsewhere says : '< How can religion or 
reason sufl'er men that are not voyd of both, to 
give such impious credit unto an unsignificant 
and senselesse mumbling of idle words con- 
trary to reason, without ])re8ident of any truly 
wise or learned, and justly suspected of all 
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ncunWtW nxfu V citintr " Femel. de aW. rer. 
Cam! 4:"" •* >rrii>tn. fertia. .-fnnu/i. OirnUeret, 
Stffiin, iiiiiil \al*':it a'l {iri/flL'aiid.ni morKis. si 
niiilii 4n|)«'ri- r {jt^tt-taA diviiia vel ma^ca 

\VaMr>«ri, in Ms de^rriiiti iii (if the Isle of 
Man ' Wfirkii, fdliij, ]■. 175; mr-iitiiiiis a Clia- 
r«ct» a rtijiy of an insr:riptii»n, fonnd uiidera 
cri/M (wliir.li was carefully preserved and 
carri«?d to the Wnur^ who wrote copies of it and 
diflfiened thpni over the island). •* They tell 
yon," days he, *'that they are of such won- 
deifiil virtne to such as wear them, that on 
whatever Imsiness they go, th«?y are certain of 
inccess. They nisr) dffend from witchcraft, 
evil tongues, and all efforts of the Devil or 
liis agr-iits ; and that u woman wearing one 
of tlifrn in her li<wom, while she is pregnant, 
shall hy no accident whatever lose the fruit of 
lier womb. 1 have frwjiiently rode hy the 
stone inidcr which they say tlic original paper 
was found, hut it would now be looked on as 
the worst sacrilege to make any attempt to 
move it from the i)lace." He gives also the 
Irnor of the inscription : " Fear God, obey 
the priesthood, and do hy your neighbour as 
you would liavc him to do to you." 

Andrews, in his ''Continuation of Dr. 
Henry's History," p. .')02, tells us, from Ar- 
iiot's »' History of Kdinhurgh,*' that « On all 
the old houHCH still existing in Edinburgh 
there are remains of talismanic or cabalistical 



cbaracters, which the siipentitioQ of earlier 
ages bad caused to be engraven on their fronti. 
These were generally compoeed of some text 
of Scripture, of the name of God, or, perhaps, 
of au emblematic representation of the Ream- 
rection."("; 

Park, in his <* Travels in the Interior of 
Africa," speaking of "certain Chanm « 
Amulets called Saphies, which the negion 
constancy wear about them," says : **TbMe 
Sjiphies are prayers or sentences^ from the 
Koran, which the Mahometan priests write 
on scraps of paper and sell to the natives, who 
suppose them to possess extraordinary virtiMS. 
Some wear them to guard against liic attack 
of snakes and alligators: on such an occasioD, 
the Saphie is enclosed in a snake or alligator's 
skin, and tied round the ancle. Others We 
recourse to them in time of war, to protect 
their persons from hostile attacks; bat Ae 
general use of these Amulets is to prevent or 
cure bodily diseases, to preserve from hunger 
and thirst, and to conciliate the favour of mr 
perior powers." He informs us, in another 
place, that his landlord requested him to give 
nim a lock of his hair to make a Sapbie, ai 
he said he had been told it would g^ve to the 
possessor all the knowledge of white men. 
Another person desired hikn to write a Saphie : 
Mr. Park furnished him with one containing 
the Lord's Prayer. He gave away severu 
others. 
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NOTES TO CHARACTS. 



(') The following " Charm, or Protection,*' 
WHS ** foinid in a linen purse of Jackson, the 
murderer and smuggler, who dietl (a Roman 
Ctttludic^ in Chiclu'ster gaol, Feb. 1741). He 
was struck with such horn>r on l)eiiig mea- 
Rurt^l fur his irtnis, that he soon after expired. 

* Ye tlmH» holy kings, 
(jnsimr, Mclchior. Uulthnsar, 
l*Tay fur xis, now, and the hour of death.' 

" Thwe pniiem have touch'd the three heads 
of Hit lioly kings at (\dogiie. Thev are to 
iirwMWvii Iravellrrs rWim accidents on the n>ad. 
UvwlHwhfli flaiiim nokiMSi, fevers, witchcraft. 



all kinds of mischief, and sudden dealh.^ See 
*' Gent. Mag." for Feb. 1749, vol. xix. p. 88. 
(') In a curious and very rare tract, en- 
titled " Beware of Pick-purses, or a Caveat 
for Sick Folkes to take heede of Unlearned 
Physitians and UnskilfuU Chjrrurgians,*' 4to. 
I^iid. 1605, p. 16, is the following passage: 
'* Others, that they may colourably and cuit* 
ningly hide their grosse ignorance, when they 
know not the cause of the disease, referre it 
unto Charmet^ witchcraft, mag^ifical incan- 
tat ions, and sorcerie, vainly, and with a bra- 
zen forehead, affirming tliat there is no way 
to help them, but by Characien^ cirdes, 
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figure^castings, exorcismes, conjurations, and 
oClier impious and godlesse meanes. 

^ Others set to sale, at a great pdce, cer- 
taiiie Amulets of gold and silver, stamped 
imder an appropriate and selected constella- 
tion of the planets, with some magical cha- 
acter, shamelessly hoasting that they will 
care all diseases, and worke I know not what 
otiber wonders." 

The author, p. 42, concludes with the very 
sensible observation of " a great learned clarke 
in our land, who, in a danngerous sicknesse, 
being moved by some friends to use an unlet- 
tered empericke, ' Nay,' quoth he, ' I have 
lived all my life 6y the booker and I will now 
(God willing) likewise dye by the booke." 

Blagrave, m his ^* Astrolc^ical Practice of 
Fliyaick," p. 135, prescribes a cure of Agues 
by a certain writing which the patient weareth, 
as follows : ** When Jesus went up to the Cross 
to be crucified, the. Jews asked him, saying, 
'Art tibou afraid? or hast thou the Ague 9' 
Jeraa answered, and said, ' I am not afraid, 
neither have' I die Ague. All thou which hear 
the name of Jetua about them shall not be a/raid, 
nor yet have the AgueJ* Amen, sweet Jesus, 
amen, sweet Jehovah, amen."' He adds, ** I 
have known many who have been cured of the 
Ague by this writing only worn about them ; 
axid I had the receipt from one whose (laughter 
was cured thereby, who had the Ague upon 
her two years." To this Charact, then, may 
be given, on the joint authority of the old 
woman and our doctor, "probatum ett.*^ 

Ramesey, in his '' Elminthologia,'' 8vo. 
Lond. 16G8, p. 259, says: << Neither doth 
fansie only cause, but also as easily cure dis- 
eases ; as I may justly refer all magical and 
jugling cures thereunto, performed, as is 
thought, by saints, images, relicts, holy wa- 
ters, shrines,, avemarys, crucifixes, benedic- 
tions, Chamu, Character*, sigils of the planets 
and of the signs, inverted words, &c. ; and 
therefore all such cures are rather to be 
ascribed to the force of the imagination, than 



any virtue in them, or their rings, amulets, 
lamens, &c.'' 

In " The Character of a Quack Astrologer," 
4to. Lond. 1673. signat. C, 1 b, we are told : 
" He offers, for five pieces, to give you home 
with you a talisman against flies ; a sigil to 
make you fortunate at gaming ; and a spell 
that shall as certainly preserve you from being 
rob'd for the future ; a eympathetical Powder 
for the violent pains of the tooth-ach." 

(^) '* It is recorded in divers authors, that 
in the image of Diana, which was wonhipped 
at Ephesus, there were certain obscure words 
or sentences, not agreeing together, nor de- 
pending one upon another: much like unto 
riddles written upon the feete, girdle, and 
crowne of the said Diana : the which, if a 
man did use, having written them out, and 
carrying them about him, hee should have 
good lucke in all his businesses ; and hereof 
sprung the proverbe Ephesce Litera, where 
one useth anything which bringeth good suo- 
cesse." — Mason's Anatomic of Sorcerie, 4to. 
Lond. 1612, p. 90. 

Ibid. p. 91, our author mentions the super- 
stition of " curing diseases with certaine words 
or characters." 

Cotta, in his <* Short Discoverie, &c. 4to. 
Lond., p. 49, inserts *' a merrie historie of an 
approved famous Spell for sore eyes. By many 
honest testimonies, it was a long time wome 
as a Jewell about many necks, written in paper, 
and inclosed in silke, never failing to do so- 
veraigne good when all other helps were help- 
lesse. No sight might dare to reade or open. 
At length a curious mind, while the patient 
slept, by stealth ripped open the mystical 
cover, and found the powerAil characters La^ 
tin : ' Diabolus effodiat tibi oculos, impleat 
foramini stercoribus.* " 

Nash, in his Notes on '^ Hudibras," sblj% i 
*' Cato recommends the following as a Chairm 
against sprains: ^Haut, haut, hista pista 
vista.*" 



AMULETS. 



Burton, ill hU ** Anatomy of Melancholy," 
edit 4to. 1621, p. 476, has the following pas- 
sage on this subject: '^ Amulets, and things 
to be bonie about, I find prescribed, taxed by 
some, approved by others : looke for them in 
Mizalduf, Porta, Albertus, &c. A ring made 
of the hoofe of an Asse's right fore-foot carried 
about, &c. I say with Renodeus, they are 
not altogether to be rejected. Pioiiy doth 
help Epile{)sies. Pretious stones most dis- 
eases. A Wolf's dung carried about helps the 
cholick. A Spider, an ague, &c. 

'^ Such medicines are to be exploded tliat 
consist of words, characters, spells, and 
charms, which can do no good at all, but out 
of a strong conceit, as Pomponatius jiroves, 
or the Divels policy, that is the first founder 
and teacher of them.'^ 

Dr. Herring, in his " Preservatives against 
the Pestilence,** 4to. Lond. 1625, signat. B 
2 b, has the following : " Perceiving many in 
this citie to weare about their necks, upon 
the region of tlie heart, certainePlacents, or 
Amulets, (as preservatives against the pesti- 
lence,) confected of arsenicke, my opinion is 
that til ey are so farre from effecting any good 
in that kinde, as a preservative, that they are 
very dangerous and hurtfull, if not pernitious, 
lo those that weare them." 

Bourne, chap, xviii. cites a passage of Bing- 
ham, from St. Austin, on these superstitious 
obser^'ations. " To this kind," says he, " be- 
long all ligatures and remedies, which the 
schools of physitiaiis reject and condemn ; 
whether in iucliantments or in certain maiks, 
wliich they call characters, or in some other 
tilings which are to be hanged and bound 
about the body, and kept in a dancing pos- 
ture. Such are ear-rings hanged upon the 
tip of each ear, and rings made of an ostriche's 
bonea for the finger ; or, when you are told, in 
a fit of convulsions, or shortness of breath, 
to hold your left thumb with your right 
band.** 



I remember it was a custom in the North 
of England for boys that swam, to wear an 
eel's-skin about their naked leg to prevent 
the cramp. 

Armstrong, in his "History of Minorca," 
p. 212, says: "I have seen an old woman 
placed on a bier, dressed like a Franciscan 
monk, and so conducted by the good brothers 
of that order, with singing, and the tuickling 
of the hand-bell, to their church. This su- 
perstition was observed by Milton in his 
travels through Roman Catholic Countries; 
for when describing the Paradise of Fools, he 
does not forget to mention those. 



" Who, to be sure of Paradise, 
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Dying, put on the weeds of Dominick, 
Or in Franciscan think to pass disguis'd." 

Par. Lost, b. iii. 

That this practice was not unknown in onr 
own country at an earlier period will be seen 
by the following extract froifi the " Berkeley 
Manuscripts," by Smith, vol. i. p. 117. " It 
is recorded that on the 13th of May, 1220, 
(4th Hen. III.) died Robert the second Lord 
Berkeley, aet'* 55, or thereabouts, and was 
buried in the north isle of the church of the 
monastery of St. Augustines (Bristol) over 
against the high altar, in a monck's cowle, an 
usual fashion for great peeres in those iymes, 
esteemed as an Amulet, or defensative to the 
soule, and as a Scala Cceli, a ladder of life 
eternal." C) 

In Douce*s " Illustrations of Shakspeare, 
and of Ancient Manners," vol. i. p. 493, are 
wood engravings of several Roman Amulets : 
tlie&e were intended against fascination in 
general, but more particularly against that of 
the Evil Eye. Such he observes, p. 497, are 
still used in Spain by women and children, 
precisely in the same manner as formerly 
among tiie Romans. 
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NOTE TO AMULETS. 



(^y, Gaale, in his ** Mag-astromaxicen posed 
and puzzel'd/' p. 192, enquires ** whether peri- 
cepta, Amulets, prsefiscinals, phylacteries, nice- 
teries, ligatures, suspensions, Charnis,andspels, 
had eTer been used,, applyed, or carry ed aboul^ 
but for magick and astrologie f Their sup- 
posed efficacy (in curing diseases and pre- 
venting of perils) being taught from tneir 
fabrication, configuration, and confection, 
under such and such sydereal aspects, con- 
junctions, constellations'." His preceding ob- 
aeryations upon Alchymy are too pointed and 
sensible not to be retained: '< Whether al- 
cbymie (that enticing yet nice harlot) had 
made so many fooles and beggars, had she 
not clothed or painted herself with such as- 
trological phrases and ms^cal practises ? But 
I let this kitchen mi^ick or chimney astro- 
logy passe. The sweltering drudges and 
nnoaky scullions of it (if they may not bring 
new fuel to the fire) are soon taught (by 
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their past observed folly) to ominate their own 
late repentance. But, if they will obstinately 
persist, in hope to sell their smoak, let others 
beware how they buy it too dear." 



Lupton, in his fourth Book of " Notable 
Tilings," (edit. 8vo. 1660, p. 92,) 41, says: 
" a piece of a child's navell string, borne 
in a ring, is good against the falling sick- 
ness, the pain of the head, and the coUick. 
Miz." 

Park, in his "Travels in the Interior of 
Africa,'' speaking of a Mahometan negro, 
who, with the ceremonial part of that religion, 
retained all bis ancient superstition, says that, 
*^ in the midst of a dark wood he made a sign 
for the company to stop, and, taking hold of 
an hollow piece of bamboo that hung as an 
Amulet round his neck, whistled very loud 
three times : this, he said, was to ascertain 
what success would attend the journey. He 
then dismounted, laid his spear across the 
road, and having said a number of short 
prayers, concluded with three loud Whistles ; 
after which he listened for some time, as if in 
expectation of an answer, and receiving none, 
said, the company might proceed without fear, 
as there was no danger.'' 



DIVINATION. 



" Ta ne qnaesieris scire (nefas) quern mihi, quern tibi 
flnem dederint, Leuconoe : nee Babylonios 
Tentaris numeros." Hor. Carm. lib. i. Od. 11. 

Since 'tis impiety to pry 
Into the rolla of destiny, 
Heed not the secrets they impart 
Who study the divining art. 



Divinations differ from Omens in this, 
that the Omen is an indication of something 
that is to come to pass, which happens to a 
person, as it were by accident, widiout his 
seeking for it : whereas Divination is the ob- 
taining of the knowledge of something future, 
by some endeavour of his own, or means 



which he himself designedly makes use of for 
that end. 

Gaule, in his *' Mag-astromancers posed 
and puzzeVd, p. 165, enumerates as follows 
the several species of Divination : '* Stareo' 
tnancy, or divining by the elements; AerO' 
manciff or divining by the ayr ; Pyromancy^ 
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hyfirr; //jrfro«oa-y, by water ; (') Gnmancj/, 
tiy ctclli -, Thuimaiirj/, pretrmliiig to divine 
t^ till- ri'n'l^iiHi of til,- Siiiiit, oiicl b; tlie 
Scr'nitun-s, or word of ttini ; OmnoHomnncy, 
by rlH- lUKif-Atiini* of evill ilmnuija ur ileviti; 
tilolmiHiirf, by idolli, inuges, figurs; Pii/- 
fttmoHiy, l>y incu'a aouls, aScctiotia, wilt>, 
i*1i|^uiu tir inotikll i1iii]]i)aitiiHiB ; Aalinopo- 
maHfy, liy tbr nilrallj ur moti, women, aud 
rhililmi ; TVnBnaiK'y, liy beoilt ; Ontiiha- 
NMHiy, by Innli ; lAlhgimaiKii, hy lishes ; 
BalaaoMaH.l. liy hej\» ; Uihonmney, by 
■tuiHi; CtrramiiiKf, by lotto; OniroiHaiwi/, 
by drrauM; ()«attia(OBniiK'y, byiuunes; ^hfA- 
MUHry, by iiutiilicn; Lagar^haiaMn/, by tiiga- 
rillimnn; SlrrniHwiHCjr, rrum (lie loeut tu tbe 
Ully: <:<ufnwbimy. by tlie wuud of, or 
■ipm ti|W» IW bplly 1 tiiiyiAfbiNanry, by (he 
navfl ; < tiinumtwy. by tlw bunds ; Patio- 
mimty. by llu' feet : UitjnAoiiiuNry. by ibe 
■ikj'lM: (>;iAiil>uHai><iiii3i. by bnyling uf an 
KHm lir^ul: rufiAniMUHry, by asbes; G>/>- 

iiiK ,"f ftniiliinivii« ; CiirramaHFg, by inell- 
iiiy i<r Du ; LR-Kniim.iwy, by ■ baiiu uf 



water-, Cataxlromanrif, by loaking-gUiNi; 
OWirtomnwcy, liy wriliiig iu papen ;" (thiiii 
lelaiiied in ciiusing Valentine*, Ac.) "Mada- 
Tomancy, by kiiivei or ewordaj CAryifnJfa- 
■••""^i'l by glaases; DactgktaaKai, by lingi; 
CoKl^uHnancy, by (ieTei; ^xiiunMey, by 
uwei ; Cultabomattnt/, by veueli 
olbet metall ; Roadomanciff b j ri 
(afamnncy, by ekini, I 

dice J OinmtiaJtcy, by 
Gggi; Tt/pemancj/, by the eoagulslioD of 
cheoe ; AljMiomanef, by meal, Sowtr, or 
biuine; CrUhommKj/, by grain v con; 
^fecJn»Miic)r,bycockio<'pullen; Cy w mwy , 
by Toundi di cirvlea ; iMm pad tmai uj , bj 
coudlea and lojnpa; aiid in one word fin lU, 
Naganartof, or Nfcromaitcy, by iiu| 
coutulting, and diviuiog l^, witfa, a 
tbe dead," (•) 

InHDliday'i"TEXNorAliiA, i 
tiage of tbe Arts," 4to. signat. G, i» inira- 
duced a opeciei of Divinatioa not in the abore 
ample liit of them, entitled " dntimff 
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^'^ Tbi-r* wow aiivng the ancient) Diiina- 
ii><i» !•> Hv.u: iwt, Aiiib. air; by the iJiglil 
.«■ I>ii.l«, l-> l.-ln, I'j dr>-ji»*. by iW wind, Kt, 

I >ii|<|v<H> ilir iA\,it mg t|VL-ici I'f Dii iiw- 
li>ni iniM W I'lintiilereJ Ji u veitigr i>f tlir 
jiioinil ll)ibi>mtin>-v. Au iNtaviM in lh« 
■■ Vina Mj,;." f.<r MaT^h, 17,11', v.d. i. tl 
110. iiili.^ih'n "a ivrhni tniriritinic a lady 
•«4 tm tvaijiaUiy in t\ott rftbat otrr ihnt 
■ "W i tlw tt» w«-j iiitriil upim ««■, wbo by 

.. .. .'." ,rn "^ 
lll».'it\>iniuit tn wlhiln 
ullviitinii bv («"" 
AiU i>»vi<»'<.u 




it a pietuie of all oue'i life to come ; aod 
every tianaction and circnnutance ii deline- 
aled with tbe eiactett certainty." From tbe 
"Weekly Register," March 20, No. ic. 

The Bme practice I) no^ced in ifae " Con- 
iioiaeur," No. 56, vbere a girt ii reprewnted 
diTiniDg Id Bud out of what rauk bet hiuliand 
■ball be : " I hare mu him UTeral timn ia 
coffiw-grc jnda. with a iword by bia aide ; aud 
he was duce at the bottom of a tea-cup in a 
ooadi and aix wiih two footmen behind IL'' 

To ibe Dirination by Water alio muit be 
le fa Te^ tbe foUowjng panage in a list of 10.- 
poMitit'ui jaaetica {uuuvtd ia the " Life of 
mney. ihe famoui Coajurcr of Doblin," 
Am. DubL 1T3S, p. 5S; " Immanioii of 
n tuwl* in water, nuklDg iuchamied 
and incbauted Amultii under watn, or biuy- 
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▼ol. i. p. 209, under Allballow Evbn,) may 
be veckoned the dumb cake, so called bMMause 
it was to be made without gpeaking, and 
afterwards the parties were to go backwards 
up the stain to bed, aod put the cake under 
ibeir pillows, when they were to dream of 
tiheir lovers. See Strutt^s *' Manners and 
Ciiftoms,"Tol. iii. p. 180. For '< Knot Divi~ 
iHi/Mfu,^' aee p. 41. 

C) See a prodigious variety of these Divi- 
nafifliM, alphabetically ennmerated and ex- 
plained, in '* Fabricii Bibliographia Anti- 
miaria," cap. xii. Consult tdso ** Potter's 
Gveek Antiq.'* vol. i. p. 318, etseq. 

We read the following in the *' Gent. Mag.'' 
for September, 1734, vol. iv. p. 488, from 
Bayle : ** There's no prescribing against 
truth from universal tradition, or the general 
eoDsent of mankind ; because, so we must 
receive all the superstitions the Roman people 
borrowed from the Tuscans, in the matter of 
augury, prodigy, and all die pagan imperti- 



nencies in the point of Divination as iucon- 
testible truths.*' 

John of Salisbury enumerates no fSewer than 
thirteen different kinds of Diviners or fortune- 
tellers, who (in his time) pretended to foretell 
future events, some by one means and some 
by another. " De Nugis Curialium," lib. i. 
c. 12, p. 36. 

Divmation 6y arrows^ says Gibbon, in his 
** Decline and Fall/' vol. x. p. 345, is ancient, 
and famous in the East. 

The following compendious new way of 
magical Divination, which we find so humour- 
ously described in Butler's ** Hudibras," as 
follows, is affirmed by Monsieur Le Blanc, 
in his Travels, to be used in the East Indies : 

'* Your modem Indian magician 
Makes but a hole in th' earth to pisse in, 
And straight resolves all questions by*t. 
And seldom fails to be i' th' right." 



DIVINING ROD. 



Divination by the Rod, or Wand, is men- 
tioned in the prophecy of Ezekiel. Hosea 
too reproaches the Jews as being infected with 
the lite superstition : '^ My people ask coun- 
idl at their Stocks, and their Staff declareth 
unto ^aeau" Chap. iv. !%(}) 

The vulgar notion, still prevalent in die 
nortli of Kngland, of tiie.hazd's tendency to a 
vain of lead ore, seam or stratum of coal, &c., 
feema to be a vestige of this Rod Divination. 

The Viignla divina; or Baculus divinato- 
riui^ is a ibrked branch in the form of a Y, 
cut off an haxel stick, by means whereof 
people have pretended to discover mines, 
fprings, &c underground. . The method of 
uging it ia this: &e person who bears it, 
walking very slowly over the places where he 
■uspecti mines or springs may be, the effluvia 
exhaling from the metais, or vapour from the 
water impregnating the wood, makes it dip, 
or incline, which is the sign of a di8covery.(«) 

(0 See the Scottish Encyelopndia. 



In the *^ Living Library, or Historicall Me- 
ditations,'* fol. 1621, p. 283, we read : " No 
man can tell why forked sticks of hazill 
(rather than sticks of other trees growing upon 
the very same places) are fit to shew the places 
where the veines of gold and silver are. The 
sticke bending itselfe in the places, at the bot- 
tome, where the same veines are.'* See Lilly's 
" History of his Life and Times," p. 32, for a 
curious experiment (which he confesses how- 
ever to have failed) to discover hidden trea- 
sure by the hazel -rod (^). 

With the Divining Rod seems connected a 
Lusus Naturee of ash- tree bough, resembling 
the Litui of the Roman augurs and the Chris- 
tian pastoral Staff, which still obtains a place, 
if not on this account I know nut why, in the 
catalogue of popular superstitions. Seven or 
eight years ago I rememl)er to have seen one 
of these, which I thought extremely beautiful 
and curious, in the house of an old woman at 
Beer Alston, in Devonshire, of whom I would 
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most gladly hare purchased it ; but she de* 
clined parting with it on any account, think- 
ing it would be unlucky to do so. The late 
Mr. GoAtling, in the ^' Antiquarian Reper- 
tory," vol. ii. p. 164, has some observations 
on this subject. He tliiuks the Lituus, or 
Staff, with the crook at one end, which the 
augurt of old carried as badges of their pro- 
fession, and instruments in the superstitious 
exercise of it, was not made of metal, but of 
the substance abovementioned. Whether, says 
he, to call it a work of art, or nature, may 
be doubted : some were probably of the 
former kind : others, Hogarth, in his *' Ana- 
lysis of Beauty,'' calls Lusus Naturae, found 
in plants of different sorts, and, in one of the 
plates to that work, gives a specimen of a very 
elegant one, a branch of ash. 1 should rather, 
continues he, style it a distemper, or distortion 
of nature; for it seems the effect of a wound 



by some insect, which piercing to the heart of 
the plant with its proboscis, poisons thaf^ 
while the bark remains uninjured, and pro- 
ceeds in its growth, but formed into vanoos 
stripes, flatness, and curves, for want of ^K 
support which nature designed it. The beauty 
some of these arrive at might well cooie- 
crate them to the mysterious fopperies of 
heathenism, and their rarity occasion imita^ 
tions of them by art The pastoral Staff of 
the church of Rome seems to have been formed 
from the vegetable Litui, Q*) though the ge- 
neral idea is, I know, that it is an imitation 
of the Shepherd's Crook. The engravings given 
in the ** Antiquarian Repertory*' are of carved 
branches of the ash. 



C*) Moretin, In his ** Papatus," p. 126, sayi, 
*' Pedum Episoopftle est Litim Augaram, de qao 
Livius, i." 
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(^) Not only the Chaldeans used Rods for 
Divination, but almost every nation which 
has pretended to that science has practised 
the same method. Herodotus mentions it as 
a custom of the Alani ; and Tacitus of the 
old Germans. See Mr. Cambridge's " Scrib- 
leriad," book v. note on line 21. 

I And the following on this subject in 
*' Bartholini Causae contemptse a Danis Mor- 
tis," p. 676: " Virgis Salignis divinasse 
Scythas, indicat libro quarto Herodotus, eam- 
que fuisse illis traditam a majoribus divina- 
tionem. Et de Alanis, Scytharum gente, 
idem memorat Ammianus Marcellinus : ' fu- 
tura miro prsesagiunt modo: nam rectiores 
virgas vimineas colligentes, easque cum In- 
cantamentis quibusdam secretis prsestituto 
tempore discemeutes, aperte quid portendatur 
norunt.* " 

III the Manuscript '* Discourse on Witch- 
craft,'' 1705, written by Mr. John Bdl, p. 41, 
I find the following account from Theophy- 
lact on the suib^eet of RabdonyuntaM, or Rod 
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mons. Then they considered which way 
each of them fell, forward or backward, to 
the right or left hand, and agreeably gave re- 
sponses, having made use of the fall of their 
Staffs for their signs.^ 

Dr. Henry, in his " History of Great Bri- 
tain,'* tells us, vol. ii. p. 550, that ''after the 
Anglo-Saxons and Danes embraced the Chris- 
tian religion, the clergy were commanded by 
the canons to preach very frequently agtunst 
Diviners, sorcerers, auguries, omens, charms, 
incantations, and all the filth of the wicked 
and dotages of the Gentiles." He cites John- 
son s " Eccles. Canons,*' A. d. 747, c. 3. " 

The following is from Epigrams, &c., by 
S. Sheppard, Lond. 1651, lib. ▼!., Epigr. 1. 
p. 141. 

'' Firgula dtvima, 

** Some sorcerers do boast they have a Rod, 
Gather'd with vowes and sacrifice, 
And (borne about) will strangely nod 

To hidden treasure where it lies: 
Mankind is (sure) that Rod diTine, 
For to the wealdiiest (ever) 6iey incline.** 
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(■) In the " Gent. Mag." for Feb. 1752, 
▼oh zxii. p. 77, we read: **M. Linnaeus, 
when be was upon bis voyage to Scania, 
hearing his secretary highly extol the virtues 
of his Divining Wand, was willing to con> 
Tince hini of its insufficiency, and for that 
purpose concealed a purse of one hundred 
ducats under a ranunculus, which grew by 
itself in a meadow, and bid the secretary find 
it if he could. The Wand discovered nothing, 
and'M. Linnaeus* mark was soon trampled 
down by the company who were present; so 
that when M. Linnaeus went to finish the ex- 
periment by fetching the gold himself, he was 
utterly at a loss where to seek it. The man 
with ihe Wand assisted him, and pronounced 
that it could not lie the way they were going, 
but quite the contrary : so pursued the direc- 
tion of his Wand, and actually dug out the 
gold. M. Linnaeus adds, that such another 
experiment would be sufficient to make a pro- 
selyte of him." 

We read, in the same work, for Nov. 1751, 
vol. xxi. p. 507, ** So early as Agricola the 
Divining Rod was in much request, and has 
obtained great credit for its discovery where 
to dig for metals and springs of water : for 
some years past its reputation has been on the 
decline, but lately it has been revived with 
great success by an ingenious gentleman, who, 
from numerous experiments hath good reason 
to believe its effects to be more than imagina- 
tion. He says, that hazel and willow rods, 
he has by experience found, will actually 
answer with ail persons in a good state of 



health if they are used with moderation and 
at some distance of time, and after meals, 
when the operator is in good spirits. Tlie 
hazel, willow, and elm, are all attracted by 
springs of water : some persons have the vir- 
tue intermittently; the rod, in their hands, 
will attract one half hour, and repel the next. 
The rod is attracted by all metals, coals, 
amber, and lime-stone, but with difi*erent de- 
grees of strength. The best Rods are those 
from the hazel, or nut-tree, as they are pliant 
and tough, and cut in t}ie winter montlis. A 
shoot tliat terminates equally forked is to be 
met with, two single ones, of a length and 
size, may be tied together with a thread, and 
will answer as well as tlie other.*' 

In the Supplement to the " Athenian Ora- 
cle," p. 234, we read, that " the experiment 
of a hazel's tendency to a vein of lead ore is 
limited to St. John Baptist's Eve, and that 
with an hazel of that same year's growth." 

There is a Treatise in French, entitled '* La 
Physique occulte, ou Trait6 de ia Baguette 
divinatoire, et de son utility pour la decouverte 
des Sources d'Eau des Minieres, de Tresors 
cachez, des Volenrs, & des Meurtriers fugi- 
tifs: par M. L.L. dc Vallemont, pretre & 
docteur en Theologie," l2mo. Amst. 1693, 
464 pages. 

At Uie end of Henry Alan's edition of 
Cicero's Treatises ** de Divinatione," and " de 
Fato,'' 8vo. Lond. 1839, will be found " Ca- 
talogus Auctorum de Divinatione ac Fato, 
de Oraculis, de Somniis, de Astrologia, de 
I Daemouibus, de Magia, id genus Aliis." 



blviNATION BY VIRGILIAN, HOMEEIC, or BIBLE 

LOTS. 



This is a species of Divination performed 
by opening the works of Virgil, &c. and re- 
marking The lines which shall be covered with 
your thumb the instant the leaves are opened : 
by which, if they can be inter|}reted in any 
respect to relate to you, tliey are accounted 
prophetic. 

YOL. III. 



This custom appears to have been of very 
ancient date, and was tried with Homer's 
poem as well as Virgil's. They who applied 
to this kind of Oracle were said to try the 
Sortea Homericce, or Sortes Firgilian^e, 

King Charles the First is said to have tried 
this method of leammg his fate, Q) and to 
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ha^e fouDd the Oracle bat too certain. I have 
tabjoiiMKl the lines as printed in Dryden's 
" Miscellanies,'' vol. vi. 

<< At belle audacis populi yexatus etarmis, 
Finibus eztorris, complexu avulsus luli, 
Auxilium imploret, videatque indigna su- 

orum 
Funera ; nee, cum se sub leges pacis iniqus 
Tm<liderit ; regno aut optata luce fruatur : 
Sed cadat ante diem : medi&que iiihumatus 

arena." («) 

^neid, lib. iv. 1. 615. 

Dr. Johnson, iu bis ''Life of Cowley,^' sus- 
pects that great poet to have been tinctured 
with this superstition, and to have consulted 
the Virgilian Lots on the great occasion of the 
Scottish treaty, and that he gave credit to the 
answer of the Oracle. (^) 

Jodrell, in his ** Illustrations of Euripides," 
vol. i. p. 174, informs us that a similar prac- 
tice prevailed among the Hebrews, by whom 
it was called Bath-KoL 

The superstitious among the ancient Christ- 
ians practised a similar kind of Divination by 
opening the Old and New Testament . See Gib- 
bon's " Decline and Fall," vol. vi. p. 333. 
He is speaking of Clovis, a. d. 507, who, 
marching from Paris, as he proceeded with 
decent reverence through the holy diocese of 
Tours, consulted the Shrine of St. Martin, the 
sanctuary and oracle of Gaul. His messen- 
gers were instructed to remark the words of the 
psalm which should happen to be chaunted 
at tlie precise moment when they entered the 
church. These words most fortunately ex- 
pressed the valour and victory of the cham- 



pions of Heaven, and the applicatMm waseanly 
transferred to the new Joshua, the new GideoD, 
who went forth to battle against the enemies 
of the Lord. He adds : << This mode of Divi- 
nation by accepting as an omen the firat sacred 
words which in pariacular circomstaoces 
should be presented to the eye or ear, wu 
derived from the Pagans, and the Psalter or 
Bible was substituted to the poems of Homer 
and Virgil. From the fourth to the foarteentfa 
century, these Sortes Sanctorum, as they are 
styled, were repeatedly condemned by die 
decrees of councils, and repeatedly practised 
by kings, bishops, and saints. See a curious 
dissertation of the Abbe de Resnel, in the 
*■ Memoires de TAcademie,' torn. xiz. p. 287 
—310." 

It appears Arom <' Eccho to the Voice from 
Heaven," 1652, p. 227, that tiie fiinatie Arise 
Evans, in the time of the Commonwealth, 
used this species of Divination by the Bible. 
It appears also from Lord Berkeley's " Hirto- 
rical Applications," 8vo. Lond, 1670, p. 90, 
that the good Earl, being sick and under some 
dejection of spirit, had recourse to this then 
prevailing superstition. His words are: ''I 
being sick and under some dejection of spirit, 
opening my Bible to see what place I ooaM 
first light upon, which might administer com- 
fort to me, casually 1 fixed upon the sixdi of 
Hosea : the three first verses are these. I am 
willing to decline superstition upon all occa- 
sions, yet think myself obliged to make this 
use of such a providential place of Scripture : 
Ist, by hearty repenting me of my sins past : 
2dly, by sincere reformation for the time to 
come." (*) 
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Q) See Wren's «*Parentalia," p. b(i^ from 
Dr. Welwood's Memoirs, 6th edit. Lond. 
1718. («) 

S^) Dr. Welwood says that King Charles the First 
Lord Falkland, being in the Bodleian Library, 
made this experiment of their future fortunes, and 
met with passages equally ominous to each. Aubrey, 
however, in his manuscript on the " Remains of 
Oentilism," tells the story of consulting the Vir- 
gilian Lots diflferently. Efe says: '• In December, 
1648, King Charles the First being in great trouble, 



and prisoner at Carisbrooke, or to be brought to 
London to his tryal, Charles, Prince of Wales, being 
then at Paris, and in profound sorrow for his father, 
Mr. Abraham Cowley went to wayte on him. His 
Highnesse asked him whether he would play at 
cards, to divert his sad thoughts. Mr. Cowley re- 

Elied he did not care to play at cards, but if htt 
tighness pleased they would xxseSvrUs VirgUxama: 
(Mr. Cowlev always had a Vireil in his pocket :) the 
Prince liked the proposal, and pricked a jiin in the 
fourth book of the iEneid," &c. «* The Prince un- 
derstood not Latin well, and desired Mr. Cowley to 
translate the verses, which he did admirably well." 
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^)«But Tox'd with rebdi and a stubborn 



His country banished, and his son^s embrace, 
Some foreign Prince for fruitless succours 

And see his friends ingloriously die : 
Nor, when he diall to faithless terms submit^ 
His throne enjoy, nor comfinrtable light, 
But, immature, a shameful death receive, 
And in the ground th' unbury'd body 
leave.*' 

O Dr. Ferrand, in his " Love Melancholy," 
8vo. Oxford, 1640, p. 177, mentions the 
" kinde of Divination l^ the opening of a booke 
at all adventures ; and this was called the f^a- 
kntiman Chance^ and by some Sortes VirgiH' 
awe : of which the Emperor Adrian was wont 
to make very much use." He adds, '' I shall 
omit to speak here of Astragahmancy^ that 
was done with buckle bones ; Ceromancgy and 
all other such like fooleries/' 

Dr. Nathaniel Home, in his '' DsBmonologie," 
1650, p. 81, says: "For sorcery, properly so 
called, viz. Divination by Lotts, it is too much 
apparent how it abounds. For lusory Lots, 
the state groans under the losse by them, to the 
mine of many men and families; as the 
churches lament under the sins by them : and 
for other Lots, by sieves, hooks^ &c. they 
abound, as witchery, &c. abounds." 



Allan Ramsay, in his poems, 4to. Edinb. 
1721, p. 81, has these lines: 

" Waes me, for baith 1 canna get. 
To ane by law we're stented ; 
Then 77/ draw Cutis, and take my fate, 
And be with ane contented." 

In the " Glossary," he explains " Cutis, 
Lots. These Cuts are usually made of straws 
unequallg cut, which one hides between his 
finger and thumb, while another draws his 
fate." 

(*) In " Mount Tabor," pp. 199, 200, we 
read : '^ As I was to passe through the roome 
where my little grand childe was set by her 
grandmother to read her morning's chapter, 
the 9th of Matthew's Gospell, just as 1 came 
in she was uttering these words in the second 
verse, ' Jesus said to the sicke of the palsie, 
Sonne, be of good comfort, thy sinnes are for- 
given Ibee,* which words sorting so fitly with 
my case, whose whole left side is taken with 
that kind of disease, I stood at a stand at the 
uttering of them, and could not but conceive 
some joy and comfort in those blessed words, 
though by the childe's reading, as if the Lord 
by her had spoken them to myselfe, a paraly- 
tick and a sinner, as that sicke man was," &c. 
This may be called a Bible omen. 



DIVINATION BY THE SPEAL, or BLADE BONE. 



Mr. Pennant gives an account of another 
sort of Divination used in Scotland, called 
Sleina-nadui, or raiding the Speal Bone, or the 
Blade Bone of a Shoulder of Mutton, well 
scraped. (Mr. Shaw says picked ; no iron 
must toucn it.) See Tacitus's ^' Annals," xiv. 
When Lord Loudon, he says, was obliged to 
retreat before the rebels to the Isle of Skie, a 
common soldier, on the very moment the bat- 
tle of CuUoden was decided, proclaimed the 
victory at that distance, pretending to have 
discovered the event by looking through the 
Bone. «• Tour in Scotland," 1769, p. 1 55. 

See also Pennant's *' Tour to the Hebrides," 



p. 282, for another instance of the use of the 
Speal Bone. The word Speal is evidently 
derived from the French espaule, humerus. 

Drayton, in his '< Polyolbion," song y. 
mentions : 

<' A Divination strange the Dutch-made En- 
glish have 

Appropriate to that place (as though some 
power it gave) 

By th' shoulder of a ram from off the right 
side par'd, 

Which usually they boile, the spade-bone 
being bar'd, 
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Which when 'the wizard takes, and gazing 

thereupon 
Things long to come foreshowes, as things 

done lone agone/* 

He alludes to a colony of Flemings planted 
about Pembrokeshire. (') 

In Caxton's " Description of England," at 
the end of the '* Scholemaster of St. Alban*s 
Chronicle,'* fol. Lond. 1500, Signat. C 1 b, 
we read : ** It semeth of these men a grete 
wonder that in a Boon of a wethers ryght 
Sholder whan the fleshe is soden awaye and 
not rosted, they knowe what have be dune, is 
done, and shall be done, as it were by spyryte 
of prophecye and a wonderful craAe. They 
telle what is done in ferre countries, tokenes 
of peas or of warre, the state of the royame, 
sleynge of men, and spousebreche, such thynges 
theye declare certayne of tokenes and sygnes 
that is in suche a Sholder Bone/* 

Camden, in his ancient and modern man- 
ners of the Irish, says: *'They look through 
the Blade Bone of a sheep, and if they see any 



spot in it darker than ordinary, foretell that 
somebody will be buried out of the bouse.** 
Gough's « Camden," 1789, vol iii. p. 659. 



There is a rustic species of Divination 6y 
Bachelors* Buttonay a plant so called. There 
was an ancient custom, says Grey, in his 
** Notes upon Shakespear,'" vol. i. p. 108, 
amongst the country fellows, of trying whe- 
ther they should succeed with their mistresses 
by carrying the Batchellour's Buttons, a plant 
of this Lychnis kind, whose flowers resemble 
also a Button in form, in their pockets ; and 
they judged of their good or bad success by 
their growing or not growing there. In 
Greene's " Quip for an Upstart Courtier," 4to. 
Lond. 1620. foL 2 b, Batchelors' Buttons are 
described as having been worn also by the 
young women, and that too under their aprons. 
« Thereby I saw the Batchelor*s Buttons, 
whose virtue is to make wanton maidens weepe 
when they have wome it forty weekes under 
their aprons for a favour.'' (*) 



M 
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()) Selden, in a note on this passage, tells 
us : " Under Henry the Second one William 
ManguTiel, a gentleman of those parts, finding 
by his skill of prediction that his wife had 
played false with him, and conceived by his 
own nephew, formally dresses the Shoulder- 
Bone of one of his own rammes, and sitting 
at dinner (pretending it to be taken out of his 
neighbour's flocke) requests his wife (equalling 
him in these Divinations) to give her judge- 
ment. She curiously observes, and at last 
with great laughter casts it from her. The 
gentleman importuning her reason of so vehe- 
ment an affection, receives answer of her, that 
his wife, out of whose flocke that ramme was 
taken, had by incestuous copulation with her 
husband's nephew fraughted herself with a 
young one. Lay alltogether and judge, gen- 
tlewomen, the sequell of this crosse accident. 
But why she could not as well divine of whose 



flocke it was, as the other secret, when I have 
more skill in Osteomantie, I will tell you." 
He refers to Girald. Itiu. i. cap. II. 

Han way, in his ** Travels into Persia," vol. 
i. p. 177, tells us, that in that country too 
they have a kind ofi Divination by the Bone 
of a sheep. 

• (*) " Germanos veteres ex hirmitu tifremtu 
equorum cepisse Auguria, nee uUi auspicio 
majorem fidem adhibitam, testatur Tacitus, 
Lib. de Moribus Germanorum." *<Pet. Moli- 
naei Vates,"p. 218. 

Borlase, in his '' Antiquities of Cornwall," 
p. 133, says: that *'the Druids, besides tbie 
ominous appearances of the entrails, had se- 
veral ways of Divining. They Divined by 
Augury, that is, from the observations they 
made on the voices, flying, eating, mirth or 
sadness, health or sickness of birds." 



DIVINATION BY THE ERECTING OF FIGURES- 
ASTROLOGICAL. 



In Lilly's '^ History of bis Life and Times," 
there is a curious experiment of this sort made, 
it should seem, by the desire of Charles the 
First, to know in what quarter of the nation 
he might be most safe, after he should ha^e 
effected his escape, and not be discovered'until 
himself pleased. Madame Whorewood was 
deputed to receive Lilly*s judgement. He 
seems to have had high fees, for he owns be got 
on this occasion twenty pieces of gold. Q) 

By the ** Nauticum Astrologicum, directing 
Merchants, Mariners, Captains of Ships, £n- 
surers, &c. how (by God's blessing) they may 
escape divers dangers which commonly hap- 
pen in the Ocean," &c., the posthumous work 
of John Gadbury, 8vo. Londl 1710, it appears 
that Figures were often erected concerning the 
voyages of ships from London to Newcastle, 
&c. In p. 123, the predictor tells us his an- 
swer was verified ; the ship, though not lost, 
had been in great danger thereof, having un- 
happily run aground at Newcastle^ sprung a 
shruwd, and wholly lost her keel. At p. 93, 
there is a Figure given of a ship that set sail 
from London towards Newcastle, Aug. 27, 1 1 
F. M. 1 669. This proved a fortunate voyage. (*) 

Henry, in his History of Great Britain, vol. 
iii. 575, speaking of Astrology, tells us, '<Nor 
did this passion for penetrating into futurity 
prevail only among the common people, but 
also among persons of the highest rauke and 
greatest learning. All our kings, and many 
of our earls and great barons, had their As- 
trologers, who resided in their families, and 
were consulted by them in all undertakings 
of great importance.'* (^) The great man, he 
observes, Ibid. chap. iv. p. 403, kept these 
'^ to cast the horoscopes of his children, dis- 
cover the success of his designs, and the pub- 
lic events that were to happen.'' " Their pre- 
dictions," he adds, ** were couched in very 
general and artful terms.'* In another part 
of his history, however, Dr. Henry says : '* As- 
trology, though ridiculous and delusive in 
itself, hath been the best friend of the excel- 
lent and useful science of Astronomy." 



Mason, in his " Anatomie of Sorcerie," 4fo. 
Lond. 1612, p. 91, mentions in his list of the 
prevailing superstitions, ** erecting of a figure 
to tell of stolne goods." 

In the Dialogue of " Dives and Pauper," 
printed by Pynson, a.d. 1493. folio, signat.E2, 
among superstitious practices then in use and 
censured, we meet with the following : ** Or 
take hede to the Judicial of Astronomy — or 
dy vyne a mans lyf or deth by nombres and 
by the spere of Pyctagorus, or make any dy- 
vyning therby, or by Songuary or Sompnarye, 
the boke of dremes, or by the boke that is 
clepid the Apostles lottis." The severe au- 
thor adds : ^*and alle that use any raaner of 
wichecraft or any misbileve, that alle suche 
forsaken the feyth of holy Churche and their 
Cristendome, and bicome Goddes enmyes, 
and greve God full grevously, and falle into 
dampnacion withouten ende, but they amende 
theym the soner." ^*) 

Thomas Lodge, m his " Incarnate Devils," 
4to. Lond. 1596, p. 12, thus glances at the 
superstitious follower of the planetary Houses : 
<<And he is so busie in finding out the houses 
of the planets, that at last he is either faine to 
house himselfe in an hospitall, or take up 
his inne in a prison." At. p. 11, also, is the 
following : *< His name is Curiositie, who not 
content with the studies of profite and the 
practise of commendable sciences, setteth his 
mind wholie on Astrologie, Negromancie, and 
Magicke. This divel prefers an Ephime- 
rides before a Bible ; and his Ptolemey and 
Hali before Ambrose, golden Chrisostome, 
or S. Augustine : promise him a familiar, 
and he will take a flie in a box for good pai- 
ment." " He will shew you the devill in a 
christal, calculate the nativitie of his gelding, 
talke of nothing but gold and silver, elixir, 
calcination, augmentation, citrination, com- 
mentation ; and swearing to enrich the world 
in a month, he is not able to buy himself a 
new cloake in a whole year. Such a divell 
I knewe in my daies, that having sold all his 
laud in England to the benefite of the Coose- 
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ner, went to Aadwerpe with proteiUtioo to 
cnricb Monfi««ir Uj« kiu^'f brcrtlMr of Fnnee, 
le leu Rot Harie I roeaue ; aod mkrii^ hif 
purpote, died miserablT in spight at Hcnrmcf 
ID F1u«hiiif^." Ibid. p. 95. spakiog of des- 
peratiou, Lodge says : *' He persuades the 
merchant oot to traffiqne. because it is given 
faim in hisnativitj to nave loflse bjsea; and 
Dot to lend, least he never receive again." 

Hall, ill his ** Virgidemianini,*' book ii. nt. 
7, la js : 

^ Thou damned mock-art, and thou brain- 
sick tale 
Of old Astrologie'* — 
''Some doting gossip ^mongtt the Oialdee 
wivei 
Did to the credulous world thee first 

derive : 
And superstition nura'd thee ever seuce. 
And publisht in profounder arts pretence : 
That now, who pares his nailes, or libs his 

swine, 
But he must first take counsell of the 
eigne.'* 

In **A Map of the Microcosme, or a Morall 
Description of Man," newly compiled into 
Essayes, by H. (Humphry) Browne, 12mo. 
Lond. 1642, signat D. 8 b, we read : "Surely 
all Astrologers are Erra Pater's disciples, and 
tiie Divel's professors, telling their opinions 
in spurious senigmatical doubtful tearmes, 
like the oracle at Delphos. What a blind 
dotage and shameless impudence is in these 
men, who pretend to know more than saints 
and angels. Can they read other men's fates 
by those glorious characters the starres, being 
ignorant of their owne ? Qui sibi nescius, cui 
jnrsescius? Thracias the soothsayer, in the 
nine years drought of Egypt, came to Busiris 
the tyrant and told him that Jupiter's wrarti 
might bee expiated by sacrificing the blood 
of a stranger: the tyrant asked him whether 
ht was a stranger : he told him be was, 

* Thou, quoth Busiris, slialt that stranger bee, 
Whose blood shall wet our soyle by 
destinie.* 

"If all were served so, we should have 
none that wouhl relyo so confidently on the 
ikishoud of their Kphemerides, and in some 
manner shake oft nil Divine providence ma- 



j king themselves equal to God« between whom 
I and man the greatest difRarrace is taken away, 
! if man should forrimow future events.'* 
' Fuller, in his **Good Thoughts in bad 
Times," 12mo. Lond. 1669, p. 37, has Has 
passage : ** Lord, hereafter I will admire tfaee 
more and fear Astrolc^^ers lease: not affrighted 
with their doleful predictions of dearfii and 
drought, collected from die collections of the 
planets. Murt the earth of necessity be nd, 
becaose some ill-natured star is sullen ? As 
if the grass could not grow without asking it 
leave. Whereas thy power, which made 
herbs before the stars, can preserve them wifit- 
oat their propitioos, yea, against their malig- 
nant aspects. * 

In "The Characterof a Quack Astrologer," 
4to. Loud. 1673, signat. B. 3. b, we are told : 
" First, he gravely inquires the business, and 
by subtle questions pumps out certain parti- 
culars which he treasures up in his memory ; 
next, he consults his old rusty clock, whidi 
has got a trick of lying as fast as its master, 
and amuses you for a quarter of an hour, 
with scrawling out the aH-revealing figure 
and placing the planets in their respective 
pues ; all which being dispatched you must 
lay down your money on his book, as you do 
the wedding fees to the parson at the delivery 
of the ring ; for 'tis a fundamental axiome in 
his art, that, without crossing his hand witii 
silver, no scheme can be radical : then he be- 
gins to tell you back your own tale in other 
language, and you take that for Divination 
which is but repetition/' Also, signat. B. 3, 
**His groundlesse guesses ne calls resolves, 
and compels the stars (like knighuo'th" Post) 
to depose things they know no more than the 
man I'th' moon : as if hell were accessary to 
all the cheating tricks hell inspires him with." 
Also, in the last page : " He impairs God s 
universal monarchy, by making the stars sole 
keepers of the liberties of the sublunary world ; 
and, not content they should domineer over 
naturals, will needs promote their tyranny in 
things artificial too, asserting that all manu- 
factures receive good or ill fortunes and quali- 
ties from some particular radix, and therefoie 
elects a time for stuing of pruins, and chuses 
a pisspot by its horoscope. Nothing pusles 
him more than fatal necessity : he is loth to 
deny it, yet dares not justify it, and therefore 
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^midoitly banishes it his theory, but bugs it 
in his practice, yet knows not bow to avoid 
the horns of that excellent dilemma pro- 
pounded by a most ingenious modem poet : 

* If fate be not, how shall we ought foresee ? 
Or how shall we avoid it, if it be? 
If by free-will in our own paths we move, 
How are we bounded by decrees above I** 

Werenfels, in his " Dissertation upon Super- 
stitiou," p. 6, says, speaking of a superstitious 
man : ''He will be more afraid of the Cou- 
stellation-fires, than the flame of his next 
neighbour's house. He will not open a vein 
till he has asked leave of the planets. He will 
avoid the sea whenever Mars is in the middle 
of Heaven, lest tliat warrior god should stir 
up pirates against him. In Taurus he will 
plant his trees, that this sign, which the as- 
trologers are pleased to call lix'd, may fasten 
them deeper in the earth." ** He will make 
use of no herbs but such as are gathered in the 
planetary hour. Against any sort of misfor- 
tune he will arm himself with a ring, to which 
he has fixed the benevolent aspect of the stars, 
and the lucky hour that was just at the in- 
stant of flying away, but which, by a wonder- 
ful uimbleness, he has seized and detain- 
ed.»' (»^ 

Sheridan, in his notes on "Persius,'' 2d. edit. 
8vo. 1739, p. 79, says : " To give some little 
notion of 'the Ancients concerning Horoscopes, 
The AKendant was understood by them to be 
that part of Heaven which arises in the east 
the moment of the child's birth. This con- 
taining thirty degrees, was called the first 
house. In this point ibt Astrologers observed 
the position of the celestial constellations the 
planets, and the fixed stars, placing the pla- 
nets and the signs of the zodiack in a iiguie 
which they divided into twelve houses, repre- 
senting the whole circumference of Heaven. 
The first was Anguhts Orientis, (by some 



called the Horoscope,) shewing the form and 
complexion of the Cbild tlien born ; and like- 
wisetlie rest had their several siguitications, 
too tedious to be inserted here, because of no 
use in the least. The heathen Astrologers, 
in casting nativities, held, that every man's 
genius was the companion of his horoscope, 
and that tlie horoscope was tempered by it : 
hence proceeded that union of minds and 
friendship which was observed among some. 
This appears from Plutarch in his life of 
Anthony, concerning the Genii of Anthony 
and C. Octavius. Tiiose who have the curi- 
osity of being farther informed in tliese as- 
trological traditions, let them consult Ptole- 
my, Alcabitius, Albo Hali, Guido Bonat, 
&c." 

Dallaway in his '* Tour to Constantinople,'* 
p. 390, tells us that Astrology is a favourite 
folly with the Turks. " Ulugh-bey," he says, 
''amongst very numerous treatises is most 
esteemed. He remarks the 13th, I4th, and Idth 
of each month as the most fortunate; the 
Ruz-nameh has likewise its three unlucky 
days, to which little attention is paid by the 
better sort. The Sultan retains his chief 
Astrologer, who is consulted by the Council 
on state emergencies. When the treaty of 
peace was signed at Kainargi in 1774, he waa 
directed to name the hour most propitious for 
that ceremony. The Vizer's court swarms 
with such imposters. It was asserted that they 
foretold the great tire at Constantinople in 
1782. There was likewise an insurrection of 
the Janissaries which they did not foretel, 
but their credit was saved by the same word 
bearing two interpretations of Insurrection and 
Fire, Jt may now be considered rather as a 
state expedient to consult the Astrologer, that 
the enthusiasm of the army may be fed and 
sul)ordinatiou maintained by the prognosticar 
tion of victory." 
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Q) Dr. Johnson probably alluded to tliis 
fact in his Lives of the Poets. Speaking uf 
Hudibras, he says : "Astrology, against which 
80 much of this satire is directed, was not more 



the folly of the Puritans than of others. It 
had at that time a very extensive dominion. 
Its predictions raised hopes and fears in 
minds which ought to have rejected it with 
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contempt. In hazardous undertakings care 
was taken to begin under tlie influence of a 
propitious planet; and when the king was 
prisoner in Carisbrook Castle, an Astrologer 
was consulted what hour would be found 
most favourable to an escape." 

(*) "As indeed," saith our author, ** under 
so auspicious a position of heaven it had been 
iitrange if she had missed so to have done ; for 
herein you see Jupiter in the ascendant in 
sextile aspect of the sun ; and the moon, who 
is lady of the Horoscope, and governess of the 
hour in which she weigoed anchor, is applying 
ad Trinum ^'^eneris. She returned to Lon- 
don again very well laden, in three weeks 
time, to the great content as well as advantage 
of the owner.'* I have to observe here that 
the ship-owners in the Newcastle trade are now 
much wiser than to throw away money on 
such fooleries, and, with much greater pro- 
priety, when things augur ill, apply to the 
Assurance Office, in preference to tnat of the 
diviner or fortune-teller. 

(•) " Of tliis," he says, ** we meet with a 
▼ery curious example, in the account given 
by Matthew Paris of the marriage of Frede- 
rick Emperor of Germany and Isabella, sister 
of Henry III. A.D. 12.35. * Nocte vero prima 
qua concubuit Imperator cum ea, noluit eam 
canialiter cognoscere, donee competens bora 
ab astrologis ei nunciaretur.* M. Paris, p. 
285. ad ann. 1235. See Henry, vol. iv. 
p. 577. 

Zouch, in his edition of " Walton's Lives," 
4to. York, 179<), p. 131, note, says, mention- 
ing Queen Mary's reign, ** Judicial Astrology 
was much in use long after this time. Its 
predictions were received with reverential 
awe ; and men even of the most enlightened 
understandings were inclined to believe that 
tlie conjunctions and oppositions of the pla- 
nets had no little influence in the affairs of the 
world. Even the excellent Joseph Mede dis- 
dained not to apply himself to the study of 
Astn)li^y.*' 

Astrtdogy is ridiculeil iu a masterly man- 
ner in Shaks^teare's Kinij Lear, Act i. sc. 8, 

(*) Coruolius Aj;rip|»A, in hi* •* Vanity of 
SciemH**/* p. *.^!^ VxiH^st's Astndo^y as the 
mother of her^v, anu adds : '* BmMm ibU 
same fortuiH«4«niim A^ttfiUpgu im4 only th* 
bMt ofinona phikMopllMt «$WiK ^ A^ 



Moses, Isaias, Job, Jeremiah, and all tiie 
other Prophets of the ancient law ; and amoi^ 
the Catholick writers, St. Austin condemns it 
to be utterly expelled and banished out of the 
territories of Christianity. St. Hierome 
argues the same to be a kind of idolatry. Basil 
and Cyprian laugh at it as most contemptible. 
Chrysostome, Eusebius, and Lactantius ut- 
terly condemn it. Gregory, Ambrose, and 
Severianus inveigh against it. The Council | 
of Toledo utterly abandon and prohibit it. In 
the Synod of Martinus, and by Gregory the 
younger, and Alexander the third, it was 
anathematized and punished by the Ciyil 
laws of the Emperors. Among the ancient 
Romans it was prohibited by Tiberius, Vitel* 
lius, Dioclesian, Constantin, Gratiaii, Valen- 
tinian, and Theodosius, ejected also, and 
punished. By Justinian made a capital 
crime, as may appear in his Codex.'* He 
pleasantly observes of Astrologers, that *^ un- 
dertaki|^ to tell all people most obscure and 
hidden secrets abroa(]^ they at the same know 
not what happens in their own houses and in 
their own chiunbers. Even such an Astrolo- 
ger as More laught at them in his Epigram : 

' The stars, ethereal bard, to thee shine clear, 
And all our future fates thou mak'st appear. 
But that thy wife is common all men knoir, 
Yet what all see, there's not a star doth show. 
Saturn is blinde, or some long journey gone, 
Not able to discern an infant from a stone. 
The moon is fair, and as she's fair she's 

chaste. 
And wont behold thy wife so leudly em- 
bract, 
Europa Jove, Mars Venus, she Mars courts. 
With Daphne Sol, with Hirce Hermes 

sports. 
Thus while the stars tiieir wanton love 

pursue, 
No wonder, cuckold, theyll not tell thee 
true.'* 

Strype, in his << Annals of the Reformation,'* 
vol. ii. p. 16, sub ann. 1570, says, ** And be- 
cause tlie wel&re of the nation did so much 
de)iend upon the Queen's marriage, it seems 
were employed secretly by calculating her 
Nativity, to enquire into her marriage. For 
wbieh art even Secretary Cecil himself had 
opinion* I have met among hb papeifl 
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prith such a judgment made, written all with 
liis own hand." 

(*) G^ule, in his '* Mag-astromancers posed 
&nd puzzerd,"* p. 1 81, asks, " Where is the 
Nmrce and root of die superstition of vain 
obserration, and the more superstitious omi- 
nations thereupon to be found, save in those 
arts and specmations that teach to observe 
creatures, images, Ogures, signes, and acci- 
dents, for constellational, and, (as they call 
lliem,) second stars; and so to ominate and 
presage upon them, either as touching them- 
selves, or others ? As, namely, to observe dayes 
for lucky or unlucky, either to travail, sail, 
fight, build, marry, plant, sow, buy, sell, or 
begin any businesse in.'* 

In Sir Aston Cokain^s ** Poems,'* 8vo. 
Lond. 165S,is the following quip for Astrolo- 
gers: 



.« 



70. To Aitrohger9, 



Your industry to you the art hatfa ghren 
To have great knowledge in th* outside of 

Heaven: 
Beware lest you abuse that art, and sin, 
And therefore never visit it within.^ 



** Astrology/* says the Courtier's Calling, 
ftc. by a person of honour, 12mo. Lond. 1675, 
p. 212, "imagines to read in the Constella- 
tions, as in a large book, every thing that 
shall come to pass here below ; and figuring 
to itself admirable rencounters from the as- 
pects and conjunctions of the planets, it draws 
from thence consequences as remote from truth 
as the stars themselves are from the earth. I 
confess, 1 have ever esteemed this science vain 
and ridiculous : for, indeed, it must either be 
true or false : if true, that which it predicts is 
infallible and inevitable, and consequently 
unuseful to be foreknown. But, if it is false, 
as it may easily be evinced to be, would not 
a man of sense be blamed to apply his minde 
to, and lose his time in, the study thereof! 
It ought to be the occupation of a shallow 
braine, that feeds itself with chimerical 
fancies, or of an imposter who makes a mys- 
tery of every thing which he understands not, 
for to deceive women and credulous people."' 

In the *' Athenian Oracle," vol. iii. p. 149, 
we read : '* Astra regimt Homines, sea regit 
Astra Deus, is a maxim held by all Astro- 
logers." 



CHIROMANCY, OR MANUAL DIVINATION 

BY PALMISTRY, or LINES OF THE HAND. 



In Indagine's " Book of Palmestry and 
Physiognomy,'' translated by Fabian Withers, 
8vo. Lond. 1656, there is a great waste of 
words on this ridiculotis subject. The Lines 
in tlie Palm of the Hand are distinguished by 
formal names, such as the Table Line, or Line 
of Fortune, the Line of Life or of the Heart, 
the middle natural Line, the Line of the 
Liver or Stomach, &c. &c. &c., the triangle, 
the quadrangle. The thumb, too, and fingers, 
have their ** hills" given them, from the tops 
of which these manual diviners pretended 
that they had a prospect of futurity.(^) The 
reader will smile at the name and not very 
delicate etymon of it, given in this work to 
the little finger. It is called the Ear Finger, 
because it is commonly used to make clean 



the ears. This does no great honour to the 
delicacy of our ancestors. 

Gaule, in his '* Mag-astromancers posed 
and puzzeVd," p. 188, exposes the folly of 
Palmistry, which tells us, ** that the Lines 
spreading at the bottom joynt of the Thumb 
signe contentions ; the Line above the middle 
of the thumbe, if it meet roundabout, por- 
tends a hanging destiny ; many Lines trans- 
verse upon the last joynt of the fore-finger, 
note ricoes by heirdome ; and right Lines there 
are a note of a jovial nature ; Lines in the 
points of the middle finger (like a gridiron) 
note a melancholy wit, and unhappy ; if the 
Signe on the little finger be conspicuous, they 
note a good witt and eloquent, but the con- 
trary, if obscure. Equal Lines upon the first 
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ONYCHOMANCY, OR ONYMANCY. 



joynt of the ring-finger are marks of an happy 
wit' 

<* To gfrike another's pabn is the habit of 
expression of those who plight their troth, buy, 
sell, covenant, &c. He that would see the 
vigour of this gesture in puris naturalibus 



must repaire to the horse-cixque or sheep-pens 
in Smithfield, where those crafty olympique 
merchants will take you for no chapman, on- 
lesse you ^rihe them with good btcke and tmitt 
them earneste i» the palmeS^ See Hulwor's 
« Chirologia," pp. 93, 105. 



NOTE TO CHIROMANCY, &c. 



(i) Agrippa, in his ** Vanity of Sciences," 
p. 101, speaking of Chiromany, says that it 
" j^cies seven mountains in the palm of a 
man's Hand, according to the number of the 
seven planets; and by the Lines which are 
there to be seen, judges of the complectiou, 
condition, and fortune of the person ; imagin- 
ing the harmonious disposition of the Lines to 
be, as it were, certaine caslestial characters 
stampt upon us by God and Nature, and 
which, as Job saith, God imprinted or put in 
the Hiuids of men, that so every one might 
know his works; though it be plain that the 
divine author doth not there treat of vain Chi- 
romancy, but of the liberty of the will." He 
gives a catalogue of great names of such au- 
thors as have written on this science falsely 
so called, but observes that ** none of them 
have been able to make any farther progress 
than conjecture, and observation of experience. 
Now that there is no certainty in these con- 
jectures and observations, is manifest from 
thence, because they are figments grounded 
upon the will ; and about which the masters 
thereof of equal learning and authority do 
very much differ." 

Mason, in his "Anatomie of Sorcery," 4to. 
Lond. 1612, p. 90, speaks of '^ vaine and fri- 
volous devices, of which sort we have an in- 
finite number also used amongst us, as namely 



in Palmestry, where men's fortunes are told 
by looking on the palmes of the hande." 

Newton, in his '* Tryall of a Man's owne 
Selfe," 12mo. Lond. 169^ p. 145, vaadet 
breaches of the eighth Commandment, en- 
quires whether the Governors of the Common- 
wealth "have suffered PabneMter*, fortune- 
tellers, stage-players, sawce-boxes, enterlud- 
ers, puppit players, loyterers, vagabonds, land- 
leapers, and such like cozening make-shifls, 
to praelise their cogging tricks and rogish 
trades within the circuite of his authmriti^ 
and to deceive the simple people with their 
vile forgerie and palterie." By '* governors of 
the commonwealth'' here, it should seem, he 
means justices of the peace. 

Dr. Ferrand, in his " Love's Melancholy," 
8vo. Oxf. 1610, p. 173, tells us that** this Art 
of Chiromancy hath been so strangely infected 
with superstition, deceit, cheating, and (if 
durst say so) with magic also, that the canon- 
ists, and of late years Pope Sixtus Quintus, 
have been constrained utterly to condemn it. 
So that now no man professeUi publickely this 
cheating art, but theeves, rogues, and beggarly 
rascals ; which are now every where knowne 
by the name of Bohemians, Egyptians, and 
Caramaras ; and first came into these parts of 
Europe about the year 1417, as G. Duprean, 
Albertus Krantz, and Polyd(ffe Vergil report" 



ONYCHOMANCY, or ONYMANCY, 

DIVINATION BY THE FINGER-NAILS. 



There was anciently a species of divination 
called Onychomancy, or Onymancy, per- 
ftmed by the Nails of an unpolluted boy. 



Vestiges of this are still retained. Sir Thomas 
Browne, as has been already noticed, admits 
that conjectures of prevalent humours may be 



DITINATION BY SIEVE AND SHEERS. 
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eoUeeted from tbe spots in our Nails, but re- 
jects the sundry divinations vulgarly raised 
upon them : such as that spt^ on the top of 
tbe Nails signify tilings past, in tbe middle 
things present, and, at the bottom, events to 



come. That white specks presage our feli- 
city, blue ones our misfortunes ; that those in 
the Nail of the thumb have significations of 
honour ; of the fore-finger, riches.*' 



DIVINATION BY SIEVE and SHEERS; 



BuTLBR mentions this in his " Hudibras,'* 
p. II. Canto iii. 1. 569. 

*' Th' oracle of Sieve and Shears, 
That turns as certain as the spheres. "(^) 

Melton, in his '^ Astrol(^8ter,'*p. 45, gives 
a catalogue of many superstitious ceremonies, 
in the first whereof this occurs : '' That if any 
tliii^ be lost amongst a company of servants, 
with the trick of the Sive and Sheen it may 
be found out againe, and who stole iV 

Grose tells us that, to discover a thief by 
the Sieve and Sheers, you must stick (he 
points of the Sheers in the wood of the sieve, 
and let two persons support it, balanced up- 
rig^t^ with meir two tingers ; then read a cer- 
tain chapter in the Bible, and afterwards ask 
St. Peter and St. Paul, if A or B is the thief, 
naming all the persons you suspect. On 



naming the real thief, the Sieve will turn 
suddenly round about. 

Reginald Scot, in his *' Discovery," p. 286, 
tells us that ^* Popish priests, as the Chaldeans 
used the divination by Sieve and Sheers for the 
detection of theft, do practice with a Psalter 
and Key(*) fastened upon the forty-ninth 
Psalm, to discover a thief; and when the 
names of the suspected persons are orderly 
put into the pipe of the Key, at the reading of 
these words of the Psalm, ' If thou sawest a 
thief thou didst consent unto him,' the book 
will wagg and fall out of the fingers of them 
that hold it, and he whose name remaineth in 
the Key must be the thief." 

I must here observe that Scot has mistaken 
the Psalm : it is the fiftieth, and not the 
forty-ninth, in which the passage which he has 
cited is found. (*) 



NOTES TO DIVINATION BY SIEVE AND SHEERS. 



Q) In the " Athenian Oracle," vol. ii. p. 
309, tiie divination by Sieve and Sheers is 
called ** The trick of the Sieve and Scissors, 
iSbneCotkinmancy of the ancients, as old as Theo- 
critus* 

Theocritu8*s words are : 

ESVt xeu *Ayp«M ret^M^ect xoo'xmfiafTtff 

Tt9 oXas tyxufjuu' rv 2% fAiu Xoyaf vSiyat ir0<^. 
Thus translated by Creech : 

" To Agrio, too, I made the same demand, 
A cunning woman she, I cross'd her Hand : 
She tom'd the Sieve and Sheers, and told 

me true. 
That I should love, but not be lov'd by you." 



"This," says Potter, in his "Greek An- 
tiquities," vol. i. p. 352, "they called 
KoffKnofjMVTtia.'. it was generally practised 
to discover thieves, or others suspected of any 
crime, in this manner : they tied a thread to 
the Sieve, by which it was upheld, or else 
placed a pair of Sheers, which they held up 
by two fingers ; then prayed to the gods to 
direct and assist them ; after that, they re- 
peated the names of the persons under suspi- 
cion, and he, at whose name the Sieve whirled 
round, or moved, was thought to have com- 
mitted the fact. Another sort of divination was 
commonly practised upon the same account, 
which was called *A^/y0^yr(/a." 

At the end of the works of Henry Come- 
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NOTES TO DIVINATION BY SIEVE AND SHEEBS. 



liuf Agriilpa, ** De Occulta Fbilocophia, Ac** 
8ro. Par. 1567, p. 472, is a good repreaenta- 
tioii, from an irtni plate, of tbe mode of per- 
forming tbii species of di%'iuation by Siere 
and Sheers. Tbe title of this part is : <" I>e 
•peciebus Magix CKrerooiiialis, quam Goe- 
tiam vocant, Kpitome per Georgium Picto- 
rium Villinganum, Doctorem Medicum, nu- 
perrime conscripta.*' — **De Cosciuomantia, 
cap. xxL ' Hue eiiim Coscinomantia scribenda 
▼eiiit, qti9, Daemoiie urgente, per Cribrum 
DiTinatiooem suscitari docet, quis rei patratae 
author sit, quis hoc commiserit furtum, quis 
boc dederit rulnus, aut quicquid tale fuerit. 
Cribrum enim inter duorum astantium medios 
digitus, per forcipem suspendunt, ac dejera- 
tione facta per sex Verba, uec sibi ipsis, nee 
all is intellecta, quae sunt Diet Mies Jetchet 
Benedoftet, Dowina Eniiemaia, Daemonem in 
hoc compel lum ut reo nomiiiato (nam omnes 
■uspectos nominare oportet) confestim circum 
agatur, sed per obliquum Instrumentum e 
forcipe pendeiu^ ut ream prodat : Iconem hie 
ponimus. Ann is abactis plus minus triginta, 
ter hujus divinationis geuere sum ipse usus — 
ubi semper pro veto aleam cecidisse comperi. 
Hanc Divinationem ceteris arbitrabautur ve- 
riorem, sicutetiam Erasmus scribitin proverbio, 
• Cribro divinare.' " 

This occurs in Delrio, " Disquisit. Magic/* 
lib. iv. edit. fol. Ludg. 1612. p. 245 : 

" Est Koo-xtMfjMVTuet, qua usurpataveteribus 
(unde et Adagium * Cribro divinare,*) cribrum 
iniponebatur forcipi, forcipem binis digitis 
compreliendebant et elevabant, & praBmissis 
verbis conceptis subjiciebant nomina eorum, 
de quibus suspicabantur eos furtum vel aliud 
occultum crimen patrasse: reum vero judi- 
cabant ilium, quo nominato, cribum tremebat, 
nutabat, movebatur, vel convertebatur, quasi 
qui digitis forcipem teuebat arbitratu sue cri- 
brum movere non potuerit." 

In the directions for performing divination 
by " Cofci/iomancitf, or turning of a Sieve," 
introduced in Holiday's old play of « tex- 
NOFAMIA, or the Marriage of the Arts," 4to. 
sigtiat. G 2, the Sheers are to be fastened, 
and the side held up with the middle finger, 
then a mystical form of words said, then name 
those that are suspected to have been the 
thieves, and at whose name the Sieve turns, he 
or she is guilty. This mode of divination is 



mcntiooed 6iere also ut being mofc general, 
and practised to tell who or who shall get sadi 
a person for their spouse or husband. 

Mason^ in *^ The Auatomie of Sorcerie,''4to. 
Loud. 1612, p. 91, enumerates, among the 
then prevailing superstitions, ** Turning of a 
Siere to thow who hath bewiidhed one.'* 

(*) Thomas Lodge, in his " Incarnate De- 
vils," 4to Lond. 1596, p. 12, glancing at the 
superstitions of hb age, under the prosopo- 
poeia of curiosity, tells us, " if he lose any 
thing, lie hath readie a Sieve and a Keif.'' 

(») " At the Thames Police, on Wednwday, 
Eleanor Blttcher, a tall muscalar natire of 
Prussia, and said io be distantly related to 
the late Marshal Blttcher, was charged with 
an assault on Mary White. Both live in the 
same court, in Radcliff, and Mrs. White, 
having lost several articles from the yard, 
suspected defendant. She and her neigh- 
bours, after a consultation, agreed to have re- 
course to the Key and Bible to discover the 
thief. They placed the street-door Key on 
the fiftieth Psalm, closed the sacred volume, 
and fastened it very tightly with tbe garter of 
a female. The Bible and Key were then sus- 
pended to a nail: the prisoner's name was 
then repeated three times by one of the women, 
while another recited the following words: 

* If it turns to thee, thou art the thief, 
And we all are free.' 

The incantation being concluded, the Key 
turned, or the woman thought it did, and it 
was unanimously agreed upon that the pri- 
soner was the thief, and it was accordingly 
given out in the neighbourhood that she had 
stolen two pair of inexpressibles belonging to 
Mrs. White's husband. The prisoner hearing 
of this, proceeded to Mrs. Whitens house, and 
severely beat her. — Mr. Ballantine expressed 
his surprise at the above nonsense. — Mr. F. 
Wegener, Vestry-clerk of St. John's, Wapping, 
said he discovered his servant trying the faith 
of her sweetheart, now at sea, by turning the 
Key in the Bible at the midnight hour, a few 
we^ks ago — Mr. Ballantine said he should 
have the key turned on the prisoner without 
the Bible, and ordered her to be locked up 
until some person would come forward and 
become responsible for her future good beha- 
viour,"— Observer, June 10, 1832. 



DIVINATION BY THE LOOKS. 



189 



In the *' Athenian Oracle,** vol. i. p. 425, 
jyivmation 6y a Bible and Key is thus de« 
■cribed : ** A Bible having a Key fastened 
in the middle, and being held between the 
two forefingers of two persons, will turn round 
after some words said : as, if one desires to 
find out a thief, a certain verse taken out of a 
psalm is to be repeated, and those who are 
suspected nominated, and if they are guilty, 
the Book and Key will turn, else not." 



Melton, in his <*' Astrologaster,'' p. 45, tells 
us : " That a man may know what's a clocke 
only by a ring and a silver beaker." This 
seems equally probable with what we read of 
Hudibras : 



*' And wisely tell what hour o' th* day 
The clocke does strike by algebra.' 
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DIVINATION BY THE LOOKS. PHYSIOGONOMY.(') 



In Indagine's book of " Palmistry and 
Physiognomy," translated by Fabian Withers, 
8vo. London, 1656, are recorded sundry Di- 
vinations, too absurd to be transcribed, (I 
refer the modern devotees of Lavater to 
the work itself,) on " upright Brows** — 
" Brows hanging over** — " playing with the 
Bries'* — " narrow Foreheads'' — •♦ Faces plain 
and flat**—" lean Faces"— «* sad Faces"— 
•' sharp Noses" — ** Ape-like Noses" — ** thick 
Nostrils" — *' slender and thin Lips" — " big 
Mouths,'* &c. &c 

Some faint vestiges of these fooleries may 
still be traced in o.ur villages, in the observa- 
tions of rustic old women. To this head 
may be referred the observation somewhere to 
be met with, I &ink in one of our dramatic 
pieces, on a rascally-looking fellow : " There's 
Tyburn in his face without benefit of clergy." 

Agrippa, in his " Vanity of Arts and 
Sciences," 8vo. p. 100, observes that " Phy- 



siogonomy taking Nature fur her guide, upon 
an inspection, and well observing the outward 
parts of the body, presumes to conjecture, by 
probable tokens, at the qualities of the mind 
and fortune of the person ; making one man 
to be Saturnal, anomer a Jovist, this man to 
be bom under Mars, another under Sol, some 
under Venus, some under Mercury, some 
under Luna ; and, from the habits of the 
body, collects their horoscopes, gliding, by 
little and little, from affections to astrologicdL 
causes, upon which foundations they erect 
what idle structures they themselves please:*' 
and adds, concerning Metoposcopie, a species 
oi Physiognomy, "Metoposcopie, to know all 
things from the sole observation of the fore- 
head, prying even into the very beginnings, 
progress, and end of a man's life, with a 
most acute judgement and learned experi- 
ence ; making herself to be like a foster child 
of astrology." (*) 



NOTES TO DIVINATION BY THE LOOKS. 



(*) On this Face, or Look Divination, I find 
the following passage in Bartholinus on the 
** Causes of Contempt of Death amongst the 
Heathen Danes," p. 683. " Ex Facie, seu 
Fronte, ut de Praedictioue ex Manuum In- 
spectione nihil dicam, contingendorum alteri 
casuum notitiam hauriebant« De qua ex 
partium Corporis consideratione oriund^ Di- 



vinatione sic commentalur in secundum Li- 
brum Saxonis Brynolfias Svenonius : * Quasi 
non falleret hoc Argumentum de vultu con- 
jectandi, sic illo veteres, loco non uno, con- 
fidenter invenio usos: et prseter liniamenta, 
atque cuticulse tincturam, aliud nescio quid 
spirituale in vultu notasse, quod uos etiam- 
uum Svip, genium vocitamus f ^* 
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DIVINATION BY QII1QN8 AMD PAGGOTB IN ADVENT. 



The folloviii^ oo the laiM ging cf the I 
mind, occun ibid. p. 6%1 : 

** Sed ran erat ex CJgtensis atqoe Pro- ! 
digiis qiue iufrequeiitia accidebaut, Diri. 
oatio: il'a cotntouuior qtue pneoipeutis 
Aiami debebatur Sagacitati. Tulliiu his rer- 
bii ID primo de Diriuatioue Libro cootendit : 
' Ineit ifitor io Auimis imwu^piho extrinciecas 
injecta, atque iiiclusa diiiuitus.' *^ He had 
before oljserved : '* Neque euim illud Verbum 
teroere Cotisuetudo approbavisset, fi ea res 
nulla easet oiouiijo. Praeeagibat aiiimus, 
fruftra me ire, quiim exirem domo. Sagire 
euim, feiitire acute est : ex quo sagas auus, 
onia multa scire voluut: & tagaces dicti 
Canes. Is i^itur, qui ante sagit, quam ob- 
lata res est, dicitur praBsagire, id est, futura 
ante seutire.'* 

O '' Physiognomy," says Gaule, in his 
** Mag-flstromaucers posed and puzxel'd,'* 1. 2, 
'* fc^owing from the inspection of the whole 



badyy ptesumetii it cm by pRMnbte lisni 
attain to know wbat aie the alfeedons of 
body and mind, and what a man's fortoae 
shall be ; so far forth as it pnmoances him 
Satunial or iorial ; and him Martial or Solar; 
aaothrr Veuerial, Mercurial, or Lunar; tad 
collecting tiieir Horaactqpes fn«i the bdbi- 
tude of the body, and from affeoCioM 
txaoKending, as they say, by little and 
little, onto causes, namely astrdkigical; oat 
of which they afterwards trifle as they list 
Metoposcopy, out of a sagacious ii^enie and 
learned experience, boasts herself to foresent 
all the b^nnings, the progressps, and the 
ends of men, out of the sole inspection of 
the Forehead ; making herself also to be the 
pupil of Astrologie.'* He concludes : ** We 
need bo other reason to impugn the error of 
all these arts, than this self-same, namely, 
that they are roid of all reason."' 






DIVINATIONS BY ONIONS Ain> FAGGOTS 

IN ADVENT. 



BuBTON, in his *' Anatomy of Melancholy," 
edit. 1660, p. 538, speaks of " Cromuys- 
maiitia," a kind of divination with Onions 
laid on the altar at Christmas Eve, practised 
by girls, to know when they shall be mar- 
rie(^ and how many husbands they shall 
have. 

This appears also to have been a German 
custom. We have the following notice of 
it in Ilaniabe Googe's translation of Nao- 
georgus's " Popish Kiugdome," fol. 44 b. 

** In these same dayes young wanton gyrles, 

that meete for marriage be, 
Doe search to know the names of them that 

shall their husbandes bee. 
Four OnyouSfJivcj or eiffht, they take, and 

make in evert/ one 
Such uamts aa they do/anvie mott, and best 

do think upon. 



Thus neere the chimney them they set, mnd 

that same Onyon then 
That Jurste doth tproute, doth Myrd^ bears 

the name of their good man. (*) 
Their husbaude's nature eke they seeke to 

know, and all his guise, 
Whenas the sunne hath hid himselle, and 

left the starrie skies. 
Unto some wood-stacke do they go, and 

while they there do stande, 
Eche one drawes out a faggot-sticke, the 

next that comes to hande. 
Which if it streight and even be, and have 

no knots at all, 
A gentle husband then they thinke shall 

surely to them fall. 
But if it fowle and crooked be, and knottie 

here and tbeare, 
A crabbed churlish husband then they 

earnestly do feare. 
These things the wicked Papists beare;,"' Ac 



DIVINATION BY FLOWERS. 
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NOTE TO DIVINATION BY ONIONS AND FAGGOTS IN ADVENT. 



(}) In ** A Quaitron of Reasoiui of Catho- 
like Religion,'' by Tbo. Hill, 8vo. Antw. 
1600, p. 86. « with tbe Introduction of the 
Proteitant Faith," he says, ** were intnMluced 
your gallegascones, jrour scabilonians, your 
Si, ThomoM Oniant, your ruffees, your cuf- 
fees, and a thousand such new devised Luci- 
ferian trinckets.'* 

In " A Dialogue between Mistris Macque- 



rella a suburb bawd, Mrs. Scolopendra a 
noted curtexaii, and Mr. Pimpinello an 
usher," &c. 4to. Lond, 1650, p. 4, is the 
following passage : ** Macq. Some convenient 
well scituated stall (wherein to sit and sdl 
time, rue, and rosemary, apples, garlike, and 
Sttint 1%oma» Onyotu,) will be a fit plaoe for 
me to practice pennance in." 



DIVINATIONS BY A GREEN-IVIE LEAF. 



LupTON, in his Tenth Book of " Notable 
Things," edit. 8vo. 1660, p. 300, No. 87, 
says : '* Lay a green Ivie-leaf in a dish, or 
other vessel of fair water, either for yourselfe 
or any other, on New-year's Even, at night, 
and [cover tiie water in the said vessel, and 
set it in a sure or safe place, until Twelfe- 
even nexte after, Twhich will be the 5th day 
of January,) and tnen take the said Ivie-leafe 
Out of the said water, and mark well if the 
said leafe be fair and green as it was before, 
for then yon, or the narty for whom you lay 
it into the water, will be whole and sound, 
and safe from any sicknesse all the next yeare 
following. But if you find any black spots 
thereon, then you, or the parties for whome 
you laid it into the water, will be sicke the 
same yeare following. And if the spots be 
on the upper part of the leafe towards the 



stalke, then the sicknesse or paine will be in 
the head, or in the neck, or tnereabout. And 
if it be spotted nigh ^e midst of tbe leaf, 
then the sicknesse will be about the stomach 
or heart. And likewise judge, that the dis- 
ease or grief will be in that part of the body, 
according as you see the black spots under 
the same in the leafe, accounting the spots in 
the netlier or sharp end of the leafe to signifie 
thepaines or diseases in the feet. And if 
the leafe be spotted all over, then it signifies 
that you, or the parties, shall die that yeare 
following. You may prove this for many or 
few, at one time, by putting them in water, 
for everie one a leaf of green Ivie (so that 
every leafe be dated or marked to whom it 
doth belong). This was credibly told me to 
be very certain." 



DIVINATION BY FLOWERS. 



In a most rare Tract in my possession, 
dated April 23rd, 1591, entitled " The Shep- 
herd's Starre," &c. quarto, by Thomas Brad- 
shaw, signat. B, we find a paraphrase upon the 
^ird of the Canticles of Theocritus, dialogue- 



wise. Amarylis, Corydon, Tityruf. Cory- 
don says : " There is a custome amongst ua 
swaynes in Crotona, (an auncient towne in 
Italy, on that side where Sicilia bordereth,) 
to elect by our divination Lordes and Ladies, 
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VULGAR ERRORS. 



with the leaf of tbe flower Telephilon, which 
being laide before the fier leapeth unto them 
whom it lovetb, and skippeth from tiiem 
whom it hateth. Tityrug and I, in experience 
of our lott, whose happe it should be to in- 
joye your love, inst^eide of Telephilon we 
burned Mistletoe and Boxe for our divination, 
and unto me, Amaryllis, you fled, and chose 
rather to turne to an unworthy shepherd, than 
to bum like an unworthy lover/' biguat. G 2. 
<< Lately I asked counsell of Agrseo, a pro- 
phetesse, how to know Amaryllis should ever 
love mee : shee taught mee to take Telephilon, 
a kinde of leafe that Pepper beareth, so called 
of AtfXi^iXtfv, because it foresheweth love, and 
to clap the leaves in the palme of my hand. 
If they yeelded a great sound, then surely 
shee should love me greatly ; if a little sound, 
then little love. But either I was deafe, be- 
ing senceles through love, or else no sound 
at all was heard, and so Agraeo the divinatrix 
tolde me a true rule. Now I preferre my 
garlaiide made in sorrowful hast, of which 
the flowers, some signifying death and some 
moiuming, but none belonging to marriage, 
do manifest that Amaryllis hath no respect 



of meane men." He had before said '' I wiB 
go gather a Coronet, and will weave and in- 
folde it with the kuottes of truest love, with 
greene laurell, Apollo s scepter, which sb^ 
betoken her wisdom, and with the myrtle, 
faire Venus poesie, which shall shewe her 
beautie. And with amaranthus, Diana's 
herbe, whereby bloud is stencbed, so may 
shee imitate the herbe, and have remorse." 

Borlase, in his " Antiquities of ComvaU,** 
p. 91, speaking of the Druids, says : *' They 
were excessively fond of the Vervaine : they 
used it in casting lots, and foretelling eveiito." 
<< It was to be gathered at tbe rise of the 
dog-star." 

Herrick, in his ^' Hesperides,*^ p. 40, has 
the following : 

"Divination hy a DajffadilL 

When a Dafiadill I see, 
Hanging down her head t' wards me, 
Guesse I may what I must be : 
First, I shall decline my head ; 
Secondly, I shall be dead; 
Lastly, safely buried." 



VULGAR ERRORS. 



C( 



et quicquid Grecia mendax 
Audet in HUtoria.'' 

Jvv, 



THE WANDEEING JEW. 



This is a vulgar erroaof considerable anti- 

?^uity. Dr. Percy tells us that it obtained 
uU credit in this part of the world before 
the year 1228, as we learn from Matthew 
Paris. 

In that year it seems there came an Arme- 
nian archbishop into England to visit the 
shrines and reliques preserved in our churches; 
who being entertuined at the Monastery of 
St. Albans was asked several questions re- 
latin to his country; &c. Among the rest a 



monk, who sat near him, enquired "if he had 
ever seen or heard of the famous person named 
Joseph, who was so much talked of, who was 
present at our Lord's Crucifixion and con- 
versed with him, and who was still alive in 
conBrmation of the Christian Faith." The 
archbishop answered, that the fact was true; 
and afterwards one of his train, who was well 
known to a servant of the abbot's, interjiret- 
ing his master's words, told them in French, 
that his lord knew the person they spoke of 



BARNACLES. 
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very well ; tbat be dined at liis table but a lit- | 
tie while before he left the East ; that he had 
been Pontiuf Pilate's porter, by name Carta- 
philus : who, when they were dragging Jesus 
out of the door of the Judgement Hall, struck 
him with his fist on the back, saying, *' Go 
faster, Jesus, go faster ; why dost thou linger V^ 
Upon which Jesus looked at him with a frown, 
and said, ** I, indeed, am going ; but tliou shalt 
tarry till I come." Soon after he was converted 
and baptized by the name of Joseph. He 
lives for ever, but at the end of every hundred 
years falls into an incurable ilhiess, and at 
length into a fit of eztacy, out of which, when 
he recovers, he returns to the same state of 
youth he was in when Jesus sufiered, being 
then about thirty years of age. He re- 
members all the circumstance of the death 
and resurrection of Christ, the Saints that 
arose with him, the composing of the Apos- 



tles' Creed, their preaching and dispersion ; 
and is himself a very grave and holy person. 
This is the substance of Matthew Paris's ac- 
count, who was himself a monk of St. Alban's, 
and was living at the time when tliis Arme- 
nian archbishop made the above relation. 
Since his time several impostors have ap- 
))eared at intervals under the name and cha- 
racter of the Wandering Jew. See Calmet's 
Dictionary of the Bible; and the Turkish 
Spy, vol. ii. b. iii. Lett. 1. 

I remember to have seen one of these im- 
postors some years ago in the North of Eng- 
land, who made a very hermit-like appear* 
ance, and went up and down the streets of 
Newcastle with a long train of boys at his 
heels, muttering *' Poor John alone, alone ! 
poor John alone!'* (') I thought he pro- 
nounced his name in a manner singularly 
plaintive. 



NOTE TO WANDERING JEW. 



(*) Otherwise '* Poor Jew alone." But Sir I him inscribed ** Poor Joe alone !" This cor- 
William Musgrave, Bart., had a portrait of | responds with his name in the above account. 



BARNACLES. 



It seems hardly credible in this enlightened 
age that so gross an error in Natural* History 
could so long have prevailed, as that the Bar- 
nacle, a well-known kind of shellfish, which 
is found sticking on the bottoms of ships, 
should when broken off become a species of 
Goose. 

Old writers, of the first credit (^) in other 



respects, have fallen into this mistaken and 
ridiculous notion ; and we find no less an 
authoritv than Holinshed gravely declaring 
that witn his own eyes he saw the feathers of 
these Barnacles ** hang out of the shell at least 
two inches.^' It were unnecessary to add 
that so palpable an error merits no serious 
confutation. 



VOL. III. 



NOTE TO BARNACLES. 



(*) Mr. Steevcns (tee Reed's edition of 
Shakspeare's Works, vol. iv. p. 146) has fa- 
voured us with some curious extracts on ^is 
head. Tlie first is from Hall's '* Virgidemi- 
arum/' lib. iv. Sat. 2 : 

'' The Scottish Barnacle, if I might choow. 
That of a worme doth waxe a winged 
Goose." 

So likewise Marston, in his " Malecontent," 
1604: 



** Like joar Scotch Barnacle, now 

a block, 
Instantly a wonn, and presently a great 
Goose." 

<* There are (says Gerard, in his« Herbal," 
edit. 1597, p. 1391) in the north parts of 
Scotland certaine trees, whereon do grow shell- 
fishes, &C. &C., which fiilling into the water, 
do become fowls, whom we call Barnacles; 
in ihe north of England Brant Gtese; andin 
Lancashire Tree Geese, &c.** 



HADDOCK. 



Mr. Pennant tells us in his " Zoology,'* 
vol. iii. p. 182, edit. 1776, tliat, " On each 
side beyond the gills of a Hadock is a large 
black spot. Sui^erstition assigns this mark to 
the impression St. Peter left with his finger 



and thumb when he took the tribute out of 
the mouth of a fish of this species, which 
has been continued to the whole race of 
Hadocks ever since that miracle. "(*) 



NOTE TO HADDOCK. 



(}) " But superstitious Haddock^ which appear 
With marks of Rome, St. PeierHJinger 
here. 

" Haddock lias spots on either side, which are 
said to be marks of St. Peter's fingers when 



he catched that fish for the tribute." Metel- 
lus his Dialogues, &c., 8vo. Lond. 1693, p. 57. 

" superstitious dainty, Peter* s fish. 
How com'st thou here to make so eodly 
dish?" Ibid. 



DOEEE. 



Tub same author, ibid. p. 221, informs us 

that " Superstition hath made the Doree rival 

to the Hadock for the honour of having been 

tlie fish out of whose mouth St. jPeter took the 

•^ilwte-money, leaving on its sides those in- 

V \coi#e»table proofs of the identity of the fish, 

^ itUe wwks fk his finger and thumb." 

It Is rtfitbor difficult at this time to deter- 
/Lpii^ ybkh put to decide the dispute; 




for the Doree likewise asserts an origin of its 
spots of a similar nature, but of a much 
earlier date than the former. St. Christo* 
pher,(i) in wading through an arm of the sea, 
having caught a fish of tins kind en passant, 
as an eternal memorial of the fact left the 
impression on its sides to be transmitted to all 
posterity. 






105 



NOTE TO DOREE. 



(^) His history is Id his Dame, Xfir«^«f«rf being said to have carried our Sayiour, when a 
^hUd, over ao arm of the sea. 



THE ASS. 



There is a superstition remaining among 
the vulgar concerning the Ass, that the marks 
on the shoulders of fiiat useful and much in- 
jured animal were given to it as memorials 
that our Saviour rode upon an Ass. ** The 
Asse," says Sir Thomas Browne in his " Vul- 
gar Errors," p. 282, " having a peculiar mark 
of a crosse made by a black list down his 
back, and another athwart, or at right angles 
down his shoulders, common opinion ascribes 



this figure unto a peculiar signation ; since 
that beast had the honour to bear our Saviour 
on his back." 

A friend of the editor, writing to him in 
1819, says, "There is a superstition in the 
North Riding of Yorkshire, that the streak 
across the shoulders of the Ass was in conse- 
quence of Balaam's striking it, and as a re* 
proof to him and memento of his conduct." 



DARK LANTERNS. 



The Hon. Daines Barrington, in his " Obser- 
vations on the Ancient Statutes," p. 154, 
Note, speaking of the Curfew, observes that 
there is a general vulgar error, that it is not 
lawful to go about with a Dark Lantern. All 
popular errors, he adds, have some founda- 



tion ; and the regulation of the curfew may 
possibly have been the occasion of this. But 
ibid. p. 474, Mr. Barrington derives this no- 
tion from Guy Fawkes*s Dark Lantern in the 
Gunpowder Plot. 



THAT BEARS FORM THEIR CUBS INTO SHAPE BY 

LICKING THEM. 



" In Natural History, I shall here gainsay 
that gross opinion, that the Whelps of Bears 
are, at first littering, without all form or 
fashion, and nothing but a little congealed 
blood, or lump of flesh, which afterwards the 
dam shapeth by licking, yet is the truth most 



evidently otherwise, as by the eye-witness of 
Joachimus Rheticus, Gesner, and others it 
hath been proved. And herein, as in many 
other fabulous naiTations of this nature (in 
which experience checks report) may be justly 
put that of Lucretius, 

o 2 



IM O0TRICHB8 BATIMG AND DIGBTOfG mOM. 1HB FBCENIX. 



— 'Qaid nobis cettiiisipM 
Scftfibof tmt pfrteatf qai Ten ac Cilm oo- 
tetna§T 



What ran more certain be tbaa 
Discerning tru^ from &l«e preteoeef 

A Brief Vataral Historj, ftc, widi Re- 
futations of Valgar Rrroan, by Ko- 
geniiif Philaletfaes, 8to. Loud. 1669, 
p. 87. 

Sir Thomas Browne placet this among bis 
^ Vulgar Errors ;" bat Alexander Roes, in bis 
** Refatation of Dr. Browne's Valgar Errors,'* 
at the end of his Arcana Microcosmi, 8ro. 
Lond. 1652, p. 115, affirms that ** the Bears 



I 



fiirdi tlKir jooiv ones defbnned and 00- 
sbiped to die sight, bf leason of the diick mem- 

fans in which tfaejarewrapt, which also is eo- 
Toed over with ao moeons and flegmatick mat- 
ter, which die dam cootncti in the whiter time, 
lying in hollow cares^ without motion, that 
to the eye it looks like an anformed lamp. 
This mncosity is licked away by the dam, 
and the membian bn^^en ; and ao that which 
befiiR seemed to be informed, appears now in 
its right diape. This is all that the ancienti 
meant, as appears by Aristotle ( A n im al. lib. 
tL c 31), who says diat, in some manner, tiie 
yoang Bar is for a while rude and witfaoat 
sh^ie.** 



OSTEICHES EATING AND DIGESTING IRON. 



Alexandeb Ross, in the work just quoted, 
p. 141, says : *' But Dr. Browne denies this for 
these reasons : (book iii. c. 22,) because Aris- 
totle and Oppian ore silent in this singularity. 
2. Pliny speaketh of its wonderful digestion. 
8. JEViaii mentions not iron. 4. Leo Afri- 
canus speaks diminutively. 5. Femelius ex- 
tenuates it, and Riolanus denies it 6. Albertus 
Magnus refutes it. 7. Aldrovandus saw an 
Ostrich swallow iron, which excluded it again 
undigested. 

"Antw. Aristotle's, Onpian's, and -Mian's 
silence are of no force ; for arguments taken 
from a negative authority were never held of 
any validity. Many things are omitted by 
them which yet are true. It is sufficient that 



we have eye-witnesses to confirm this tradL 
As for Pliny, he saith plainly that it con- 
cocteth whatsoever it eateUi. Now the Doctor 
acknowledgeth it eats iron ; ergo, according to 
Pliny, it concocts iron. Africanus tells us 
that it devours iron. And Femelius is so far 
from extenuating the matter, that he plainly 
affirms it, and shows diat this concoction is 
performed by the nature of its whole essence. 
As for Riolanus, his denial without groond 
we regard not. Albertus Mag:nus speaks not 
of iron, but of stones which it swallows, and 
excludes again without nutriment. As for 
Aldrovandus, I deny not but he might see 
one Ostrich which excluded his iron undi- 
gested ; but one swallow makes no summer.*^ 



THE PHCENIX. 



Sir Thomas Browne tells us : ** that there 
is but ono Phonnix in the world, which after 
many hundred years burns herself, and from 
the ashes thereof riseth up another, is a con- 
Ofit not new or altogether popular, but of 
great antiquity ; not only delivered by hu- 
mane autliors, but fVeauently expressed by 
holy writers ; by Cyril, Epiphauius, and others. 



by Ambrose in his * Hexameron,* and Tertul- 
lian in his poem ' de Judicio Domini,' and in 
his excellent tract ' de Resurrectione Camis,* 
— all which notwithstanding we cannot pre- 
sume the existence of this animal, nor dare we 
affirm there is any Phoenix in nature. For 
first there wants herein the definitive confirm- 
ator and test of things uncertun, tK^t is, tfaa 



BIRD OF PARADISE. PEUCAN. 
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•ente of man. For though many writers hare 
much enlarged thereon, there is not any ocu- 
lar describer, or such as presumeth to coiiflrm it 
upon aspectiou ; and therefore Herodotus, that 
led the story unto the Greeks, plainly saith, 
he never attained the sight of any, but only 
the picture/' The learned author proceeds to 
make Herodotus himself confess that the ac- 
count seems to him improbable ; as also Ta- 
citus and Pliny expressing very strong doubts 



on the subject Some, he says, refer to some 
other rare bird, the bird of Paradise, &c. He 
finds the passage in the Psalms, ** Vir Justus 
ut Phoenix florebat,'* a mistake arising from 
the Greek word Phoenix, which signifies also 
a palm tree. 13y the same equivoque he ex- 

filaiusthe passage in Job where it is mentioned, 
n a word, the unity, long life, and genera- 
tion of this ideal bird, are all against the 
existence of it 



BIRD OF PARADISE. PELICAN. 



In a curious little book entitled ** A short 
Relation of the River Nile,*' &c., 12mo. Lond. 
1673, edited by the Royal Society, at p. 27 
we read : ** The Unicom is the most celc 
brated among beasts, as among birds are the 
Phcenix, the Pbllican, and the Bird of Pa- 
disb; with which the world is better ac- 
quainted by the fancies of preachers and poets, 
than with their native soyle. Little know- 
ledge is of any of them ; for some pf them, 
nothing but the received report of their being 
in nature. It deserves reflection, tliat the in- 
dustry and indefatigable labour of men in the 
discovery of tilings concealed can yet give no 
account where the Phcenix and Bird of Para- 
dise are bred. Some would have Arabia the 
country of the Phcenix, yet are the Arabians 
without any knowledge of it, and leave the 
discovery to the work of time. The Bird of 
Paradise is found dead with her bill fixed in 
the ground, in an island joyning to the Ma- 
luccos not far from Macaca ; whence it comes 
thither, unknown, though great diligence hath 
been imi)loyed in the search, but without suc- 
cess. One of them dead came to my liauds. 
1 have seen many. The tayl is woni by 
children for a penashe, the feathers fine and 
subtile as a very thin cloud. The body not 
fleshy, resembling that of a thrush. The 
many and long feathers (of a pale invivid 
colour, nearer white than ash colour) which 
cover it, make it of great beauty. Report 
says of these birds, that they alwaies fly, from 



their birth to their death, not discovered to 
have any feet. They live by flyes they catch 
in the ayr, where, their diet being slender, 
they take some little repose. They fly very 
high, and come falling down with their wings 
displayed. As to their generation, nature is 
said to have made a hole in the back of the 
male, where the female laies her eggs, hatcheth 
her young, and feeds them till they are able 
to fly : great trouble and aflection of the pa- 
rent ! 1 set down what I have heard. Tnis 
is certainly the bird so lively drawn in our 
maps. The Pelican hath better credit (called 
by Quevedo the self-disciplining bird), and 
hath been discovered in the land of Angola, 
where some were taken. I have seen two. 
Some will have a scar in the breast, from a 
wound of her own making there, to feed (as it 
reported) her young with her own bloud, an 
action which ordinarily suggests devout fan- 
cies. So much of birds." 

In a '* Brief Natural Uistorv,'* bv Eugenius 
Philalethes, p. 93, we read, there is a vulgar 
error, *<that the Pelican tumeth her Ymk 
against her biest and therewith pierceth it 
till the blood gush out, wherewith she nou- 
risheth her young : whereas a Pelican hath a 
beak broad and flat, much like the slice of 
apothecaries and chirurgions, wherewith they 
spread their plaisters, no way fit to pierce, as 
Laurentius Gubertus, counsellor and physitian 
to Hf ury the Fourth of France, in his book of 
• Popular Errors,' hath observed." 



THE KEMORA, 

OF WHICH THE STORY IS THAT IT STAYS SHIPS UNDKK SAIL. 



Sib Thomas Bbowne doubts whether the 
fftory of the Remora be not uiireaBonably 
amplified. Rut Alexander Roas, iu hU Refu- 
tation of the Doctors ** Vulgar Krrors," in his 
*'Arcaiia Microcosmi," cites Scaliger as saying 
that this is as {XMsible as for tlie load-stone to 



draw iron : for neithrer the resting of the one, 
normofing of the other, proceeds from an 
^iparent, but an occult virtue ; for as in tbe 
one there is an hid principle of motion, so 
there is in the other a secret principle (^quies- 



cence. 



THAT THE CHAMELEON LIVES ON AIR ONLY. 



Alexandeb Ross^in his <* Refutation of Sir 
Thomas Rrowne's Vulgar Errors," asserts 
this to be true. However, the Doctor writes 
to the contrary for the following reasons: " 1. 
llie testimonies both of ancient and modem 
writers, except a few, and the witnesses of 
lome yet lii'ing, who liave kept Camelions a 
long time, and never saw them feed but on 
air. 2. To what end hath nature given it 
such large lungs Ijeyond its proportion ? Sure 
not for refrigeration ; lesse lungs would serve 



for this use, seeing dieir heat is weak : it most 
be then for nutrition. 3. There is so litde 
blood in it, that we may easily see it doth not 
feed on solid meat. 4. To what end should 
it continually gape more than other animali, 
but that it stands more in need of air tiian 
they, for nutrition as well as generation ? 5. 
He that kept the Camelion which I saw, never 
perceived it to void excrements backwards: 
an argument it had no solid food.^* 



\ 



THE BEAVER BITING OFF HIS TESTICLES WHEN HE 

IS PURSUED. 



"That the IJever l)eing hunted and in 
danger to be taken bifeth oil' his Stones, know- 
ing that for them his life only is sought, and 
so often esciiiMjfh : hence some have derived 
his name, Castor, a castrando seipsum; and 
iii>on this supiKJsition, the Egyptians in their 
lneroglyj)hicK8, when they will signifie a man 
tliat hurteth himself, they ])icture a Bever 
biting off his own Stones, tliougli Alciat, in his 
'EmbleniH,* turnes it to a contrary purpose, 
teaching uh by that example to give away our 
purse to theovos, rather than our lives, and by 



our wealth to redeem our danger. But this 
relation touching the Bever is undoubtedly 
false, as both by sense and experience and the 
testimony of Dioscorides, lib. iii., cap. 13, is 
manifested. First, because their Stones are 
very small, and so placed in their bodies as 
are a Bore's ; and therefore impossible for the 
Bever himself to touch or come by them: 
and secondly, they cleave so fast unto their 
back, that they cannot be taken away but 
the beast must of necessity lose his life ; and 
consequently, most ridiculous is their nana- 



MOLE. ELEPHANT. OVUM ANGUINUM. 
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tion who likewise affirm that when he is hanted, 
having formerly bitten off his Stones, he stand- 
eth upright and shewetli tlie hunters that he 
hath none for them, and therefore his death 



cannot profit them, by means whereof they 
are averted and seek for another/' " Brief 
Natural History," byEugenius Philalethes, 
p. 89. 



MOLE. ELEPHANT. 



iNthe "Brief Natural History" just quoted, 
p. 89, we are told : << That the Mole hath no 
l^yes, nor the Elephant Knees, are two well- 



known vulgar errors: both which, notwith- 
standing, by daily and manifest experience 
are found to be untrue.*' 



OVUM ANGUINUM. 



The Ovum Anguinum^ or Dniid's Egg, has 
been already noticed among the })hysical 
charms. The reputed liistory of its formation 
has been reserved fur insertion among the 
Vulgar Errors. " Near Aberfraw," in the Isle 
of Anglesey, says Mr. Gough hi his " Cam- 
den," edit. 1789, vol. ii. p. 571, "are fre- 
quently found the Glain Naidr, or Druid 
Glaes Rings (Hist, of Anglesey, p. 41). Of 
these the vulgar opinion in Cornwall and 
most parts of Wales is, that they are produced 
through all Coniwall by Snakes joining their 
heads together and hissing, which forms a 
kind of bubble like a ring about tlie head of 
one of them, which the rest, by continual hiss- 
ing, blow on till it comes off at the tail, when 
it immediately hardens and resembles a Glass 
Ring. (•) Whoever found it was to prasper 
in all his midertakings. These Rings are 
called Glain Nculroedh, or Gemmae Anguiuse. 
Gl(ine in Irish signifles Glass. In Monmouth- 
shire they ai-e called Maen magi, and corruptly 
Glaim for Glain. They are small glass an- 
nulets, commonly about half as wide as our 
finger rings, but much thicker, usually of a 
green colour, though some are blue, and others 
curiously waved with blue, red, and white. 
Mr. Lluyd had seen two or tlu-ee eartlien Rings 



(•) See also vol. i. p. 8d7. 



of this kind, but glazed with blue, and adorned 
with transverse strokes or furrows on the out- 
side. The smallest of tlicm might be sup- 
posed io have been gloss beads worn for 
ornaments by the Romans, because some 
quantities of them with several amber beads 
had l)een lately discovered in a stone pit near 
Garford, in Berkshire, where they also dig up 
Roman coins, skeletons, and pieces of arnos 
and armour. But it may be objected, that a 
battle being fought there between the Romans 
and Britons, as appears by the bones and 
arms, tliese glass beads might as probably be- 
long to the latter. And, uideed, it seems 
very likely that these Snake-stones, as we call 
them, were used as charms or amulets among 
our Druids of Britain on the same occasion as 
tlie Snake-eggs 0) among the Gaulish Druids. 
*' Thus, contniues Mr. Uuyd, we (ind .it 
very evident tliat the opinion of the vulgar 
concerning the generation of these Adder- 
beads, or Snake-stones, is no other than a relic 
of the superstition or perliaps imposture of the 
Druids; but whether what we call Snake- 
stones be the very same annilets that the Bri- 
tish Druids made use of, or wlietiier this 
fabulous origin was ascribed formerly to the 
same thing and in aftertimes applied to these 
glass beads, I shall not undertake to deter- 
mine. As for Pliny's Ovum Anguiuum, it 
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NOTB TO OVUM ANGUINUM. SALAMANDER. 



can be no other than a shell (marine or fonil) 
of the kind we call Eckimvi marimtt, whereof 
one tort, though not tlie same be describes, is 
found at this day in most parts of Wales." 

•* Dr. Borlase, who had penetrated more 
deeply into the Druidical monuments in this 
kingdom than any writer before or since, ob- 
■ores that instead of the natural Anguinum, 
which must have been very rare, artificial 
rings of stone, glass, and sometimes baked 
clay, were substituted as of equal validity.'' 

The Doctcr adds, from Mr. Lloyd's letter, 
March 10, 1701, at the end of Rowlands 
*« Mona Antiqua," p. 342, that ♦♦ the Cornish 
retain variety of charms, and have still, to- 
wards the Land's End, the amulets of Maen 
Magal and Glain-neider, wliich latter they 
call a Melprev (or Milpref, i. e. a thousand 
worms^, and have a charm for the Snake to 
make it, when they have found one asleep, 
and stuck a hazel wand in the centre of her 
Spirse." 



The opinion of the Cornish, Dr. Borlase 
continues, (■) is somewhat differendy given 
us by Mr. Carew. "The country-people 
have a persuasion that the Snakes here breath- 
ing upon a hazel wand, produce a stone ring 
of blue colour, in which there appears the yel- 
low 6gure of a snake, and that beasts bit aud 
envenonied, being given some water to drink 
wherein this stone lias been infused, will per- 
fectly recover of the poison." 

These beads are not unfrequently found m 
barrows (see Stukeleys Abury, p. 44); or 
occasionally with skeletons, whose nation and 
age are not ascertained. Bishop Gibson en- 
graved three : one, of earth enamelled with 
blue, found near Dol Gelhe in Merioneth- 
shire; a second, of green glass, found at 
Aberfraw ; and a third, found near Maes y 
Pandy, co. Merioneth. 



(•) «* Antiq. of Cornwall," p. 137. 



NOTE TO OVUM ANGUINUM. 



(*) The following is Pliny's description of 
the Snake-Egg, a poetical version of part of 
which has l)€en quoted in p. 148, from Ma- 
son's " Caractacus :" 

"Praeterea est Ovorum genus in magna 
Galliarum fama, omissum Grsecis. Angues 
iunumeri sestate convoluti, salivis faucium 
corporumque spumis aitifici compleiLU glo- 
inerautur, Anguinum appellatur. Druidse 
sibilis id dicunt in sublime jactari, sagoque 
oportere intercipi, ne telluiem attingat. Pro- 
fugeie laptorem equo : Ser})entes enim inse- 
qui, donee arceantur amnis alicujus inter- 
veutu. Experimentum ejus esse, si contra 



aquas fluitet vel auro vinctum. Afque, at 
est Magorum solertia occultandis fraudibus 
sagax, certa Luna capiendum censent, tan^ 
quam congruere operationem cam serpentium, 
humani sit arbitrii. Vidi equidem id ovum 
mali orbiculati modici maguitudine, crusta 
cartilaginis, velut acetabulis brachionmi ipo- 
lypicrebris, insigne Druidis. Ad victorias 
litium, ac regum aditus, mire laudatur: 
tantse vanitatis, ut babentem id in lite in sinu 
equitem Romauum e Vecoutiis, a Divo Clau- 
dio Principe interemptum noii ob aliod 
sciam." Edit Harduin, lib. xxix. 12. 



SALAMANDER. 



*♦ There is a vulgar error,** says the author 
of the " Brii'f Natural Ilisti»ry,** p. 91, «* that 
a Salunmndtr livw ia the liie. Yet both 
Galen and Diuecoridw t«fVil« this opinion: 
md MathiMlu^i in Ui «OMMMiMritt ttpoii 



Dioacorides,' a very /araous physician, affirms 
of tbem, that by casting of many a Salaman- 
der into the tire for tryal he found it false. 
The same experimait is likewise avouched by 
Jottbeitus.*' \}) 



NOTE TO SALAMANDER. 



(*) ** Should a glass-house fire be kept up, 
without extinction, for a longer term than 
seven years, there is no doubt but that a Sala- 
mander would be generated in the cinders. 



This very rational idea is much more gene- 
rally credited than wise men would readily 
believe.'* ** Anecdotes, &c., ancient and mo- 
dem,*' by James Pettit Andrews, p. 359. 



MANNA. 



Peacham, in his »* Truth of our Times,*' 
18mo. Lond. 1638, p. 174, tells us, ''There 
are many that believe and affirm the Manna 
which is sold iu the shoppes of our apothe- 
caries to be of the same which fell from 



heaven, and wherewith the Israelites were 
fedde." He then proceeds to give reasons 
why this cannot be. See also Browne's '' Vul- 
gar Errors/' fol. edit. p. 299. 



TENTH WAVE and TENTH EGG. 



Sir Thomas Browne tells us,<* that Fluctus 
Decumanus, or the Tenth Wave, is greater 
or more dangerous than any other, some no 
doubt will be offended if we deny ; and 
hereby we shall seem to contradict antiquity : 
ibr» answerable unto the literal and common 
•eeeptation, the same is averred by many 
writers, and plainly described by Ovid : 

* Qui venit hie fluctus, fluctus supereminet 
omnes 
Posterior nono est, undeclmoque prior.' 

Which, notwithstanding, is evidently false; 
nor can it be made out by observation either 
upon the shore or the ocean, as we have with 
diligence explored in both. And surely in 
vain we expect a regularity in the waves of 



the sea, or in the particular motions thereof, 
as we may in its general reciprocations, whose 
causes are constant and effects therefore cor- 
respondent. Whereas its fluctuations are but 
motions subservient, which winds, storms, 
shores, shelves, and every inteijacency irre- 
gulates." 

'* Of affinity hereto is that conceit of Ovum 
Decumanum, so called because the Tenth Egg 
is bigger than any other, according to the 
reason alledged by Festus, ' Decumana Ova 
dicuntur, quia Ovum decimum maius nasci- 
tur.' For tlie honour we bear unto the clergy, 
we cannot but wish this true; but herein will 
be found no more verity than the other." He 
adds, ** The conceit is numeral." 



THE SWAN SINGING A LITTLE BEFOEE ITS DEATH. 



It is said <' that Swans, a little before their 
death, sing most sweetly, of which, notwith- 
standing, Pliny, Hist. x. 23, thus speaks : 
' Olorum morte narratur flebilis Cautus^ ifdi6 



ut arbitror aliquot experimeutis.' Swans are 
said to sing sweetly before their deadi, but 
falsely, as 1 take it, being led so to thiiik bj 
•ome experimeati. 
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BASIUSR, OR COCKATRICE. UNICORN. 



«AndScaliger, Exercitat 23, to the like 
purpose * de Cygni vero cantu soavissimo 
quern cum Mendaciorum parente Graecia 
jactare autus es, ad Luciani Tribunal, apud 
quern aliquid iiovi dicas, statue te.' Touching 
tne sweet singing of the Swan, which with 
Greece, the mother of lies, you dare to pub- 
lish, I cite you to Lucian's Tribunal, there to 
set abroach some new stuff. 



''And ^lian, lib. x. c. 14, 'Cantandi 
studiosos esse jam communi Sermone per* 
yulgatum est. Ego, vero, Cygnum nunquam 
audivi canere, fortaiase neque alios.' That 
Swans are skilful in singing is now rife io 
eYery man*s mouth, but, for myself, I never 
heard them sing, and perchance no mao 
else." "Brief Natural History," by Eiige- 
nius Philalethes, p. 88. 



BASILISK, OR COCKATEICE. 



Sir Thomas Bro^'NE informs us that the 
generation of a Basilisk is supposed to pro- 
ceed from a cock's egg hatched under a toad 
or serpent — a conceit which he observes is 
as monstrous as the brood itself. 

This learned writer accounts, or rather en- 
deavours to account, for its killing at a dis- 
tance. "It killeth at a distance — it poisoneth 
by the eye, and by priority of vision. Now that 
deleterious it may be at some distance, and 
destructive without corporal contactiou, what 
uncertainty soever there be in the effect, there 
is no high improbability in the relation. 
For, if plagues or pestilential atomes have 
been conveyed in the air from different regions: 
if men at a distance have infected each other : 
if the shadowes of some trees be noxious : if 
torpedoes deliver their opium at a distance, and 
stupifie beyond themselves : we cainiot rea- 
sonably deny that there may proceed from 
subtiller seeds more agile emanations, which 
contemn those laws, and invade at distance 



unexpected. Thus it is not impossible what 
is affirmed of this animal : the visible rayes 
of their eyes carrying forth the subtilest por- 
tion of their poison, which received by the 
eye of man or beast, infecteth tirst the brain, 
and is from thence communicated unto the 
heart.'' He adds : " Our Basilisk is generally 
described with legs, wings, a serpentine and 
winding taile, and a crist or comb somewhat 
like a cock. But the Basilisk of elder times 
was a proper kind of serpent, not above Ihree 
palmes long, as some account, and differenced 
from other serpents by advancing his head and 
some white marks or coronary spots upon the 
crown, as all authentic writers have de- 
livered." 

In "Andrews's Anecdotes,'* p. 359, is 
given, from " a folio book of some iwice,** a 
receipt " how to make a Basiliske.'* It is 
too ridiculous to merit a place even in a col- 
lection of Vulgar Errors. 



\ 



UNICORN. 



The original word Rem, translated Unicom 
in our version of the book of Job, xxxix. 9, 
is by Jerome, or Hierome, Montanus, and 
Aquila, rendered Rhinoceros : in the Septua- 
gint Monoceros, which is nothing more than 



" One Horn.'* I have no doubt but that the 
Rhinoceros is the real Unicom of antiquity. 
The fabulous animal of heraldry so called, is 
nothing more than a horse with the horn of the 
Pristis or Sword Fish stuck in his forehead. 
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MANDRAKE. 



It IB a viJgar error '* that the Mandrakes 
represent the parts and shape of a man ; yet 
Mathiolus, in his ** Commentary upon Dios- 
corides," affirms of them, " Radices porro Man- 
dragorae humanam effigiem representare, ut 
yulgo^ creditor, fabulosam est: that tlie 
roots of the Mandrake represent the shape of a 



man, as is commonly believed, is fabulous, 
calling them cheating knaves and quacksal- 
vers that carry them about to be sold, there- 
with to deceive barren women." " Brief 
Natural History,'* by Eugeuius Philaletbes, 
p. 92. 



ROSE OF JERICHO. GLASTONBURY THORN. 



Sn Thomas Browne tells us " The Rote 
qf Jericho, that flourishes every year just about 
Christmas Eve, is famous in Christian reports. 
Bellonius tells us it is only a monastical im- 
posture. There is a peculiarity in this plant ; 
though it be dry, yet^ on imbil)ing moisture, 
it dilates its leaves and explicates its flowers, 
contracted, and seemingly dried up : which 
is to be effected not only in the plant yet 
growing, but also in some measure may be 
eflected in that which is brought exsuccous 
and dry unto us : which quality being ob- 
served, the subtlety of contrivers did com- 
monly play this shew upon the eve of our 
Saviour's Nativity : when by drying the plant 
^ain, it closed the next day, referring unto 
the opening and closing of the womb of Mary. 
Suitable to this relation is the Thorn of 
Glastonbury, and perhaps the daughter 
thereof. Strange effects are naturally taken 
for miracles by weaker heads, and artificially 
improved to that apprehension by wiser. 
Certainly many precocious trees, and such as 
spring in the winter, maybe found in England. 
Most trees sprout in the fall of tlie leaf, or 
autumn, and if not kept back by cold and 
outward causes, would leaf about the solstice. 
Now if it happen that any be so strongly 
constituted as to make this good against the 
power of winter, they may produce theii4eaves 
or blossoms at that season, and perform that 
in some singles which is observable in whole 
kinds : as in ivy, which blossoms and bears at 
least twice a year, and once in the winter : as 
aUo in fune^ which flowereth in that season." 



Walsinghara has tiie following passage, 
Historia Brevis, fol. Lond. 1574, p. 119. 
Anno 1336. <*In multis locis Angliae Sali- 
ces in Jaimario flores protulenuit, Rosis in 
qaantitate et colore persimiles." 

I have no doubt but that the early blossom- 
ing of the Glastonbury Thorn was owing to a 
natural cause. It is mentioned by Gerard and 
Parkinson in their Herbals. Camden also 
notices it. Ashmole tells us that he had often 
heard it spoken of, " and by some who have 
seen it whilst it flourished at Glastonbury.*' 
He adds : " Upon St. Stephen's Day, Aimo 

1672, Mr. Stainsby (an ingenious enquirer 
after things worthy memorial) brought me a 
branch of Hawtliorne having green leaves, 
faire buds, and full flowers, all thick and very 
beautiful!, and (which is more notable) many 
of the hawes and berries upon it red and 
plump, some of which branch is yet preserved 
m the plant booke of my collection. This 
he had from a hawthome tree now growing at 
Sir Lancelote Lake's house, near Edgworth, 
in Middlesex, concerning which, falling after 
into the company of the said knight 7th July, 

1673, he told me that the tree, whence this 
branch was plucked, grew from a slip taken 
from the Glastonbury Thorn about sixty years 
since, which is now a bigg tree, and flowers 
every winter about Christmas. E. Ashmole.'* 
See the Appendix to " Heame's Antiquities of 
Glastonbury," p. 303. 

A pleasant writer in the " World," No. 1 0, 
(already quoted in vol. i. p. 79,) has the fol- 
lowing irony on the alteration of the style in 
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ROSS OF JBRICaO. GLASTONBURY THORN. 



175). Tlie paper is dAted Much die Rth, 
1753. ** It U veil iiicvirn that the corrrction 
of theC^etKlar was Aucteil by Pope Gregory 
tbeThirtecvih. aiid that the refivmea Churches 
hare, with a pri^per cj^irit of oppositiiio, ad- 
hcfvdti) the old calculation of the Emperor 
Julius C«Mx, who was by no means a papist. 
Near two years a^ the Pop'sh Calendar was 
hiought iu ^I ho}^ by pen^nu well affected). 
Certain it is that tht'CiUstonUiry 1 honi has 
preserved its infleiLibility, i ^) and obsenred its 
old axmiversary. Many tnousand spectators 
Tisited it on the ).>arriamentary Christmas 
Day — not a bud was to be seen ! — On the 
true Nativity it was covered with blossoms. 
One must be an infidel uideed to spurn at 
iuch authority." 

Collinson, in his ''History of Sk^merset- 
shire,'* vol. ii. p. 265, speaking of Glaston- 
bury, says: ** South-west from the town is 
Wearyall Hill, an eminence so called (if we 
will believe the monkish writers) from St. 
Joseph and his companions sitting down here, 
all weary with their journey. Here St, 
Joseph struck his stick into the earth, which, al- 
though a dry hawthorn staff, thenceforth grew 
and constantly budded on Christmas-Day. 
It had two trunks or bodies till the time of 



Qocco Elinbeth, when a puritan eztonu- 
nated one, and left the o&er, which was of the 
nie of a common man, to be viewed in won- 
der by strangers; and the bloooms thereof 
were esteemed such curiosities by people of 
all nations, that the Bristol merchants made 
a tiaflBck of them, and exported them into 
foreign parts. 

*^ In the Great Rebellion, during the time 
of King Charles the First, the remaining truuk 
of this tree was also cut down : but other 
trees from its branches are still growing in 
many gardens of Glastonbury and in the 
diflGnent nurseries of this kingdom. It ii 
probable that the Monks of Glastonbury pro- 
cured this tree from Palestine, where alnuid- 
ance of the same sort grew, and flower about 
the same time. Where this thorn grew is said 
to have been a nunnery dedicated to St Peter, 
without the pale of Weriel Park, belongiDgto 
the Abbey. It is strange to say how much 
this tree was sought after by the credulous; 
and though a common thorn. Queen Anne, 
King James, and many of the nobility of die 
realm, even when the times of monkish so- 
perstition had ceased, gave large sums of money 
for small cuttings from the original.'* (") 



NOTES TO ROSE OF JERICHO. GLASTONBURY THORN. 



(^) The following is from the "Gent. Mag.** 
for January, 1753, vol. xxiii. p. 49, dated 
Quaiuton in Buckinghamshire, Dec. 24 : — 

'* Above two thousand people came here 
this night with lanthoms and candles, to view 
a black Thorn which grows in this neighbour- 
hood, and which was remembered (this year 
only) to be a slip from the famous Glastonbury 
Thorn, that it always budded on the 24th, was 
full blown tlie next day, and went all off at 
night ; but the people finding no appearance 
of a bud, 'twas agreed by all that Dec. 25th, 
N. S., could not be the right Christmas Day, 
and accordingly refused going to church, and 
treating their friends on that day as usual : at 
length the aflfair became so serious, that the 
ministers of the neighbouring villages, in or- 
der to appease the people, thought it prudent 



to give notice, that the Old Christmas Day 
should be kept holy as before." 

"• Glastonbury. — ^A vast concourse of peo- 
ple attended the noted Thorns on Christmas 
Eve, New Style ; but to their great disuipoint- 
ment, there was no appearance of its blowing, 
which made them watch it narrowly the 5th of 
January, the Christmas Day Old Style, when 
it blowed as usual.'* 

** Millar, in his Dictionary, observes on diis 
Glastonbury Thoni, that the fabulous story 
of its budding on Christmas Day in the morn- 
ing, flowering at noon, and decaying at night, 
is now with great reason disbelieved : for al- 
though it may sometimes happen that there 
may be some bunches of flowers open on the 
day, yet for the most part it is later in the 
year before they appear ; but this in a great 
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measufe depends on the mildness of the 
•eason.'* 

(•) Taylor the Water Poet, in his "Wander- 
ing to see the Wonders of the West," 4to. 
1619, p. 6, speaking of the Thorn of Glaston- 
bury, tells us that, during the great Rebellion, 
** The soldiers, being over zealous, did cut it 
downe in pure devotion ; but a vintner dwell* 
ing in the towue did save a great slip or 



branch of it, and placed or set it in his garden; 
and he with others did tell me that the same 
doth likewise bloome on the 25th day of 
December yearly. I saw the sayd branch, 
and it was ten foote high, greene and flourish- 
ing: I did take a dead sprigge from it, 
wherewith I made two or three tobacco stop- 
pers, which I brought to Loudon.'* 



VARIOUS VULGAR ERRORS. 



Barhington, in his " Observations on our 
Antient Statutes,'' p. 474, says, it is supposed 
to be penal to open a coal-minei or to kill a 
crow, within five miles of London : as also to 
shoot with a ttniui-gun. As to the wind-gun, 
he takes that to arise from a statute of Henry 
ihe Seventh, prohibiting the use of a cross- 
bow. 

To these Vulgar Errors may be added the 
supposing that Uie king signs the death-war' 
rant (as it is called) for ti^e execution of a 
criminal : as also that there is a statute^ which 
obliges the owners of atses to crop their ears, 
lest the length of them should frighten the 
horses which they meet on the road. 

In the Gentleman's Magazine for Septem- 
ber 1734, vol. iv. p. 489, we have the follow- 
ing from Bayle : " There is nothing strange 
in Errors becoming universal, considering 
how little men consult their reason. What 
multitudes believe, one after another, that a 
man weighs more fatting than full ; that a 
dieepskin drum hurstt at the beat of a wtjlfgkin 
drum ; that young vipers destroy the old fe- 
males when ihey come to the birth, (^) and 
strike the male dead at the instant of their con- 
ception, with many other truths of equal 
validity!'' 

To these Vulgar Errors, adds Barrington ut 
supra, p. 475, may be added perhaps the 
notion, that a woman s marrying a man under 
the gallows unllsave him from the execution.Q^ 
This probably arose irom a wife having 



(•) Scaliger, from his own experience and obsei^ 
▼ations, asKrts the falsehood of this. 



brought an appeal against the murderer of her 
husband ; who afterwards repenting the pro- 
secution of her lover, not only forgave the 
offence, but was willing to marry the appellee. 

I may likewise add to these, that any one 
may be put into the Crown Office for no cause 
whatsoever, or the most trifling injury. 

It is also a very prevailing Error, that those 
who are bom at sea belong to Stepney parish, 

Barrington, ut supra, p. 474, supposes that 
an exemption granted to surgeons from serving 
on juries is the foundation of the vulgar Er- 
ror, that a surgeon or butcher (from the bar- 
barity of their business) may be challenged 
as jurors. It is difficult, he adds, to account 
for many of the prevailing vulgar Errors with 
regard to what is supposed to be law. Such 
are that the body of a debtor may be taken in 
execution after his death: which, liowever, 
was practised in Prussia before Frederick 
the Great abolished ij: by his Code. Other 
vulgar Errors are, that the old statutes have 
prohibited ihe planting of vineyards, or the 
use of sawing mills, relating to which I cannot 
find any statute : they are however established 
in Scotland, to the very great advantage both 
of the proprietor and the country. 

An ingenious Correspondent, to whom I 
have not only this obligation, suggests two 
additional vulgar Errors. fVhen a man de- 
signs to marry a woman who is in debt^ if he 
take her from the hands of the priest, clothed 
only in her shift, it is supposed that he will not 
beUableto her engagements. The second is, that 
there was no lafid-tax before the reign af 
mUiam the Third, 

There is a vulgar Error that the hare is one 
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NECK VERSE. 



year a male and the other a female* This de- 
serves no serious consideration. 

That a wolf if he tee a manjirttf suddenly 
Mtriket him dttmb. To the relators of this 
Scaliger wishes as many blows as at different 
times he had seen wolves without losing his 
voice. This is well answered. 

That men are sometimet tramformed into 
wolves, and again from wolves into men. Of 
this vulgar Error, which is as old as Pliny's 
time, that author exposes the falsehood. 

That there is a nation of pigmies not above 
two or three feet high, and that they solemnly 
set themselves in battle array to tight against 
the cranes. Strabo thought this a fiction ; and 
our age, which has fiilly discovered all the 
wonders of the world, as fully declares it to 
be one. 

The race of giants too seems to have fol- 
lowed the fate of the pigmies; and yet what 
shall we say to the late accounts of Patagonia? 

A writer in the "Gentleman's Magazine" 
for June 1771, vol. xli. p. 251, refutes the 
following Errors : — asserting " that the scorpion 



does not Mtmg it9e^when nerrounded byjire, and 

that its sting is not even venemous : *' thai 
the tarantula is not poisonous, and that music 
has no particular effects on persons bitten by it, 
more than on those stung by a wasp :" " that 
the lizard is not friendly to man in particular, 
much less does it awaken him on the approach 
of a serpent :^ " that the remora hat no such 
power as to retard the sailing of a ship by stick- 
ing itself to its bottom f ' " that the stroke of 
the cramp-fish is not occasioned by a muscle:'' 
" that the salamander does not live in fire, nor 
is it capable of bearing more heat than other 
animals :'* " that the bite of the spider is not ven- 
emous, that it is found in Ireland too plenti- 
fully, that it has no dislike to fixing its web 
on Irish Oak, and that it has no antipathy to 
the toad :" ** that the porcupine does not shoot 
out his quills for annoying his enemy : he only 
sheds them annually, as other feathered ani- 
mals do :" " that thejackall, commonly called 
the lion*s provider, has no connection at all 
with the Hon ;" &c. 



NOTE TO VARIOUS VULGAR ERRORS. 



(^) In "Warning for Servants, or the Case 
of Margaret Clark, lately executed for firing 
her Master's House in Southwark," 4to. Lond. 
1680, p. 31, we read : "Since this poor maid 
was executed, there has been a false and ma- 
licious story published concerning her in the 
*True Domestick Intelligence' of Tuesday 
the 30th of March — " Kingstone, March the 
21. There was omitted in the Protestant 
Domestick Intelligence, in relating the last 
words and confession of Mary Clark (so he 
falsely calls her)^ who was executed for firing 
the house of Mr. De la Noy, dyer in South- 



wark : viz. that at her execution there was a 
fellow who designed to marry her under the 
gallows (according to the antient laudable 
custome), but she, being in hopes of a reprieve, 
seemed unwilling; but when the rope was 
about her neck, she cryedshe was willing, and 
then the fellow's friends disswaded him from 
marrying her; and so she lost her husband 
and her life together." There is added: 
" We know of no such custome allowed by 
law, that any man's offering at a place of ex- 
ecution to marry a woman condemned shall 
save her." 



NECK VEESE. 



In a curious book in my collection, already 
frequently quoted, entitled " Whimzies : 
or a New Cast of Characters," 12mo. Lond. 
1631, p. 69, in the character of " a Jaylor" is 



the following passage : «* If any of his more 
happy prisoners be admitted to his clergy, 
and by helpe of a compassionate prompter 
hacke out his Neckb-Vebse, hee has a cold 
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iton in store, if he be hot; but a hot iron if 
hee be cold. If bis pulse (I meane his purse) 
bee hotf his fist may cry fizze, but want his 
impression: but if his pulse be cold, the 
poore beggarly knave must have his liitral 
expression." 

In Ledgers '* Incarnate Devils,"* 4to. 1596, 
signat. M 3 b, speaking of an intelligencer 
(an informer), he says, '<Hee will give a 
shroud wound with his tongue, that may bring 
a man to his Necke- Ferae,'''' 

This verse has derived its name of Neck Verse 
from the circumstance of tiie prisoner's sav- 
ing his neck, that is his life, by repeating it. Q) 

In the " British Apollo," vol. iii. fol. Lond. 
1710, No. 72, is the following query : 

" Q. Apollo, prepare ; 1*11 make you to stare ; 
For I'll put you to your Neck Ferse : 
However you harangue, youll certainly 
hang, 
Except you the matter rehearse : 

And that is to tell, (and pray do it well, 
Without any banter I charge ye) 

Why the Neck Verse is said, and when it 
was made 
The Benefit of the Clergy f 



<* j4. When Popery long since, with tenets of 
nonsense 
And ignorance fill'd all the land. 
And Latin alone to churchmen was 
known, 
And the reading a legible band : 

This privilege then, to save learned men, 
Was granted *era by Holy Church, 

While villains whose crimes were lesser 
nine times 
Were certainly left in the lurch. 

If a Monk had been taken for stealing of 
bacon, 
For burglary, murder, or rape, 
If he could but rehearse (well prompt) 
his Neck FerM, 
He never could fail to escape. 

When the world grew more wise, and 
with open eyes 

Were able to see through the mist, 
"Twas thought just to save a laity*knave 

As well as a rascally priest.*' 



NOTE TO NECK VERSE. 



(*) Sir Walter Scott notices the Neck-Verse 
as a cant term formerly used by the maraud- 
ers on the Border : 

" Letter nor line know I never a one, 
Wer't my Neck Fene at Hairibee." 
Lay of the Last Minstrel, c. i. 24. 



A Note says: *'Hairibee, the place of exe- 
cuting the Border marauders at Carlisle. 
The Neck Verse i» the beginning of the fifty- 
first Ptalmj * Miserere mei,' &c. anciently 
read by criminals claiming the benefit of 
aergy." 



BISHOP IN THE PAN. 



In Tusser's " Five Hundred Points of Hus- 
bandry," under the month of April, are tlie 
following lines : 

** Blesse Cisley (good mistress), that Bus^p 
doth ban. 
For burning the milke of hir cheese to the 
Pan." 



On which is the following note in '* Tusser 
Redivivus,'' 8vo. Lond. 1744, p. 53 : " When 
the Bishop passed by (in former times) every 
one ran out to partake of his blessing, which 
he plentifully bestowed as he went along ; 
and those who left their milk upon the fire 
might find it burnt to the Pan when they camQ 
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NOTES TO BISHOP IN THB PAN. 



back, and perhaps ban or cone the BUhop as 
the occasion of it, as much at more than he 
had blessed them : hence it is likely it grew 
into a custom to curse the Bishop when any 
iuch disaster happened, for which our author 
would have the mistress bless, Anglice correct, 
her servant, both for her negligence and un- 
mannerliness/* (^) 

To an inquiry in «The British Apollo," 



Tol. i. fol. Lond. 1708, No. I, Skipenmrneraiy 
for the month of April, ** Why, iHien any- 
thing is burnt to, it u said tiie Bidum's foot 
has been in itt"* it is answered : << We pre- 
sume 'tis a proverb that took its original mm 
those unhappy times when every thing diat 
went wrong was thought to haye been spoiled 
by die Bishops/' (•) 



NOTES TO BISHOP IN THE PAN. 



C) Grow, in his "Provincial Glossary," 
in verba, says : " The Bishop has set his foot 
in it, a saying in the North used for milk that 
if burnt to in boiling. Formerly, in days of 
superstition, whenever a Bishop passed through 
a town or village, all the inhabitants ran out 
in order to receive his blessing: this fre- 
quently caused the milk on the fire to be left 
till burnt to the vessel, and gave origin to the 
above allusion." 

(s) It has been suggested, with greater pro- 
priety, to the editor, that *' Bishops were in 
Tusser's time much in the habit of burning 
heretics. The allusion is to the episcopal 



di^XMition to bum." This is corroborated by 
a singular passage in Tyndale*8 " ObedyeDce 
of a Chrysten Man," 4to., printed at Mal- 
borowe, in the lande of Hesse, by Hans Luft, 
1528. In fol. 109 the author says : « When 
a thynge speadeth not well we borrow speach 
and saye the, Byahope hath bksMed it, because 
that nothynge speadeth well that tiiey medyll 
W3rthall. If the podech be burned ti^ or the 
meate ouer rosted, we saye the ByAope hath 
put his fote in the potte, or the Bytkope haA 

playd the coke, BECAUSE THE BISHOPES BURN 
WHO THEY LUST AND WHO SOEUER DISPLBAS- 



ETH rHEM. 
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DINING WITH DUKE HUMPHREY. 



The meaning of the common expression 
" to dine with Duke Humphrey," applied to 
persons who, being unable either to procure a 
Dinner by their owa money or from the favour 
of their friends, walk about and loiter during 
Dinner-time, has, after many unsuccessful 
attempts, been at last satisfactorily explained. 
It appears that in the ancient church of St. 
Paul, in London, to which, in the earlier part 
of the day, many persons used to resort for 
exercise, to hear news, &c., one of the aisles 
was called Duke Humphrey's Walk ; not that 
there ever was in reality a cenotaph there to 
the Duke*8 memory, who, every one knows, 
was buried at St Alban^s, in Hertfordshire, 



but because, says Stow, ignorant people mis- 
took the fair monument of Sir John Beau- 
champe, son to Guy, and brother to Thomas, 
earl of Warwick, who died in 1358, and 
which was in the south side of the body of 
St. Paul's church, for that of Humphrey, 
Duke of Gloucester. Q) Abundance of pas- 
sages in the works of our old writers tend to 
confirm this explanation. See Reed's edition 
of " Shakspeare," vol. xiv. pp. 458, 459. 

Thus, in Dekker's " Gul's Hombooke," 
1609, in the chapter *'How a Gallant should 
behave himself in Powles Walkes,*^ we read : 
*' By this I imagine you have walked your 
belly ful, and therefore being weary or (which 
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is ratber, I believe) being most genlleman- 
Hke hungry, it is fit that as I brought you 
unto the Duke, so (because he follows the 
fashion of great men in keeping no house, 
and that therefore you must go seeke your 
dinner) suffer me to take you by the hand 
and leade you unto an ordinary." 

Thus, we find in "Harvey's Letters and 
Sonnets," 1592, "To seeke his Dinner in 
Poules with Duke Humphrey, to licke dishes, 
to be a beggar." 

Thus, too, in Nash's " Return of the Knight 
of the Post," 1606, " In the end commiug 
into Poules to behold the old Duke and his 
Guests." 

Thus, too, Hall, in his " Virgidemiarum," 
b. iii. sat 7 : 

" *Ti8 Ruffio : trow'st thou where he din'd 
to day ? 

In sooth I saw him sit with Duke Hum- 
fray : 

Many good welcoms and much gratis 
cheere 

Keeps bee for everie stragling cavaliere ; 

An open house, haunted with great re- 
sort," &c. 

And, in " A wonderful, straunge, and mi- 
raculous Prognostication for the year 1691," 
by Nash, we read : " Sundry fellows in their 
silkes shall be appointed to keepe Duke Hum- 
frye company in Poules, because they know 
not where to get their Dinners abroad." 

In another of Dekker's Tracts, in my pos- 
session, entitled ** The Dead Tearme, or West- 
minster's Speech to London," &c. 4to. 1607, 
signat. D 4 b, St. Paul's steeple is introduced 
as describing the company walking in the 
body of the church, and among other things, 
says: " What layinge of heads is there toge- 
ther and sifting of the brains, still and anon, 
as it growes towardes eleven of the clocke, 
(even amongst those that wear guilt rapiers by 
their sides,) where for that uoone they may 



shift from Duke Humfrey, and bee furnished 
with a Dinner at some meaner man's table !*' 
And afterwards observes : " What byting of 
the thumbs to beget quarrels!" adding that, 
" at one time, in one and the same ranke, yea, 
foote by foote, and elbow by elbow, shall you 
see walking the knight, the gull, the gallant, 
the upstart, the gentleman, the clowne, the cap- 
taine, the appel-squire, the lawyer, the usurer, 
the citizen, the bankerout, the scboller, the 
W?^) ^^^ doctor, the ideot, the ruffian, the 
cheater, the puritan, the cut-throat, the hye 
men, the low men, the true man, and the 
thiefe ; of all trades and professions some, of 
all countryes some. Thus whilest Devotion 
kneeles at her prayers, doth Profanation walke 
under her nose in contempt of religion." 

In "Vox Graculi," 4to. 1623, p. 54, is the 
following passage under the month of Fe- 
bruary : " To the ninth of this month, it will 
be as good dining well in a matted chamber, 
as dialoguing with Duke Humphrey in 
Paule's." 

In " The Burnynge of Paule's Church in 
London, 1561, and the 4 day of June, by 
Lightnynge," &c., 8vo. Lond. 1563, signat. 
G 5, the then well-known profanations of St. 
PauPs church are thus enumerated : " The 
south alley for usury and popery e, the north 
for simony, and the horse faire in the middest 
for all kind of bargains, metinges, brawlinges, 
murthers, conspiracies, and the font for or- 
dinary paimentes of money, are so well knowen 
to all memie as the beggar knowes his dishe." 

In the very curious Roman Catholic book, 
entitled the *' Life of the Reverend Father 
Bennet, of Canfilde" (Essex), 8vo. Douay, 
1623, p. 11, is the following passage : 
"Theyre (the Protestants') Sundayes and 
feastes, how are they neglected, when on these 
dayes there are more idle persons walking up 
and downe the streetes and in St. Paule's 
church (which is made a walking and talking 
place) then there is on others !" 
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NOTE TO DINING WITH DUKK HUMPHREY. 



(^) So Sandford, «Genealog.Higt.,''p.317. 
On this mistake the following Dialogue in 
Elyot's " Fruits of the French," part ii. p. 
166, and which seems to throw some light on 
the disputed origin of the saying in the title, 
was founded : 

'< What ancient monument is this f 
It is, as some say, of Duke Humphrie of 

Gloucester, 
Who is buried here. 
They say that he hath commonly his lief- 

tenant 
Here in Paules, to know if there be 
Any newes from Fraunce ot other strange 
Countries. 

Tis true, my friend ; and also he hath 
His steward, who inviteth the bringers of . 
These news to take the paines to dine with 
His grace." 



Gayton, in his '* Art of Longevity," 4to. 
Lond. 1659, p. 1, says : 

" Wherefore we do amand Duke Humphrey's 

guest. 
For their provision truly is o* lAi' least : 
A dog doth fare much better with his 

bones 
Than those whose table, meat, and drink 

are stones." 

Speaking of the monument in St Paulas of 
Owen, the epigrammatist, he aays : 

*' He was set up with such a peaking fiMse 
As if to the Humphreyans h'had been say- 
ing grace." 



MILLER'S THUMB. 



In the old play styled " The Vow-breaker, 
or the Fayre Maid of Clifton," by William 
Sampson, 4to. Lond. 1636, signat. D, Miles, a 
Miller, is introduced, saying : ** Fellow Bate- 
man, farwell, commend me to my old wind- 
mill at Rudington. Oh the mooter dish, the 
Miller's Thumbe, and the maide behinde the 
hopj)er?" 

In Chaucer the Miller is thus described : 

"Well couth he steale come and told it 
thrise, 
And yet he had a Thomhe of gold parde, 
A white coate and a blew hode weared 
he"— &c. 

Edit. fol. 1602, sign. A 5. 

Tyrwhitt observes on this passage : " If the 
allusion be, as is most probable, to the old 
proverb, * Every honest Miller has a Thumb 
i}fgoh]/ this passage may mean, that our 



Miller, notwithstanding his thefts, was an ho- 
nest Miller, t. e, as honest as his bre(lir«D."(^) 

I suspect « llie Miller's Thumb" to have 
been the name of the Strickle used in measur- 
ing com, the instrument with which cimi is 
made level and struck off in measuring ; ia 
Latin called "Radius," which Ainswoith 
renders "a Stricklace or Strike, which they use 
in measuring of com." Perhaps this Strickle 
had a rim of gold, to s^ow it was standard; 
trae, and not fraudulent. (*) 

In Randle Holme's " Academy of Armory 
and Blazon," p. 337, we read : *♦ The StricAler 
is a thing that goes along with the measure, 
which is a straight board with a staffe fixed 
in the side, to draw over com in measureing, 
that it exceed not the height of the measure. 
Which measureing is termed fVood and 
Wood:\^) 
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(*) Among Ray's " Prorcrbial Phrases re- 
lating to several Trades,** occurs the fol- 
lowing: 

"It is good to be sure. Toll it again, 
quotli tlie Miller.'' 

Edit. 8vo. 1768, p. 71. 

Ibid. p. 136, «An honest Miller hath a 
golden Thumb." 

Ibid. p. 167, ^Pnt a miller, a weaver, and 
a tailor in a bag, and shake them, the first 
that comes out will be a thief." 

(«) In Ainsworth's Dictionary, " A Milkr'i 
TJuanb [the fish] is rendered CapUo, Cephabu 
JluviaUs. Captto is explained, ibid. **Qui 
magno est cUpite, unde et piscis ita dictus, [1.1 
a Jolthead, [2. J also a kind of cod-fish, a pol- 
lard." In Cotgrave's •* French Dictionary," 
" A Miller's Thumb," the fish, is rendered 
" Cabot, Tetie (tAtne, Mtunier,'' 



C) Shaw, in his « History of Staflfbrdshlre," 
vol. ii. pt. i., p. 20, speaking of some provin- 
cialisms of the south of Stafibrdshire respecting 
meattsres, quantities, &c. &c. says : " Stbik£ 
is now the same thing with bushel, though 
formerly two Strikes were reckoned to a bushel ^ 
for the old custom having been to measure up 
grain in a half-bushel measure, each time of 
striking ofi^ was deemed a Strike, and thus 
two Strikes made one bushel ; but this is now 
become obsolete, bushel measures being in 
use ; or if a half-bushel be used, it is deemed 
a half-strike: at present, therefore, Strike 
and Bushel are synonymous terms. 

*^ The grosser articles are heaped, but grain 
is stricken off with the strait edge of a strip of 
hoard, called a Strickless: this level mea- 
sure of grain is here provincially termed 
Strike, and Strickless. 



TURNING CAT IN PAN. 



Dr. Peooe, in tiie •* Gent. Mag.," vol. 
xxiv. p. 67, supposes turning ** Cat in Pan" 
a corruption of turning Cate, the old word for 
Cake, in Pan. See also p. 212 of the same 
volume: *' When the lower side is made 
brown in tiie frying*pan, the cake is turned 
tiie other side downwards ; " and again, ibid. 
voL liii. p. 928. 



In the Workes of John Heiwood, newlie 
imprinted, 4to. Lond. 1598, signat H 3, is 
the following line : 

« Thus may ye see to turns the Cat in the 
Pan." 

See also << Gent. Mag." for 1812, vol. 
Ixxxii. pp. 228, 308, 429, 627. 



PUTTING THE MILLER'S EYE OUT. 



In the " Gent Mag.'* for November, 1783, 
yol. liii. p. 926, the inquiry after the mean- 
ing of the expression ** putting the Miller's 
Eye out," when too much liquid is put to 
any dry or powdery substance, is answered 
by another query : ** One merit of flour, or 



any powdered substance, being dryness, is it 
not a reflection on, or injury to, a miller, or 
vender of such substances, when they are 
debased or moistened by any heterogeneous 
mixture?" 
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Ik Stem's *< Chraoicle.*' fcd'it. Howes, Ibl. 
Loud. 1631, p. 601,) we leid that in tbe 
mourh of September Ij^50, '^Grig. a poolter 
of Sarrej. tAen among the people for a pro- 
phet, in coring of diren diseases hj words and 
praTen.aiMl sajing be would take no mooej, 
&c^ was by commaiidement of tlie Earle of 
Warwick, and other of the councell, set oo a 
•caffold, in die towne of Croydon in Surrey, 
with a paper on his breast, wherein was writ- 
ten his deceiptfull and bypocriticall dealings. 
And after thai, on the 8 of September set on 
the pillorie in Southwarke, being then our 
Lady faire there kept; and the maior of Lon- 
don, with his brethren the Aldermen, riding 
diorow the faire, the said Grig asked them and 
all the citixois forgivenesse. Thus much for 
Grig. 

** Of the like counterfeit physitian have I 
noted in the summary of my Chronicles, anno 
1382, to be set on horse-backe, his face to the 
horse-taile, the same taile in his baud as a 
bridle, a cholar of Jordans about his uecke, a 
Whetstone on hitbreait, and so led through 
the city of Tendon, with ringing of basons, and 
banished.** 

In Lupton's ** Too Good to be True," 4to. 
Lond. 1580, p. 80, (by way of dialoguebetweeu 
Omen and Siuqila, t. e. Nemo and AUquitt 
concerning Mauqsun, t. e. nusquam, but mean- 
ing England,) is the following passage : 
" Merry and pleasant lyes we take rather for 
a sport than for a sin. Lying with us is so 
loved and allowed, that there are many tymes 
gaminga and firi*e» therefore purpo9ely, to en- 
courage one to outlge another. Omen, And 
what shall he gaine that gets the victorie in 
lying? Siuqila, He shall have a silver Whet- 
stone for his labour. Omen, Surely if one 
he worthy to have a fVhetatone of siher for tell- 
ing of lyes, then one is worthy to have a Whet- 
stone of gold for telling of truth : truly me- 
thinks a whip of whitleather were more meete 
for a lyar than a Whetstone of silver Siuqila, 
In my judgment he was eyther a notable lyar, 
or loved lying better than St. Paule did, that 
devised suche a rewarde for suche an evil 
desert* 1 marvel what moved him, that the 



lewdest lyar dioalde hare a silver Whetstone 
ftr his labour. Omtem. I knowe not, unkm 
ke tk t m gk t t he teas uxrthf for hU fying to got 
mheofB unih a hhmtekmfe, whereby he should 
Dot be able to cutte his meate ; aiid diat be 
dMmlde have no other Whetstcme wherevryth 
to diarp his knife, but die same of sylytf which 
behaddewonue with lying. SiuqUa. What 
his fond faucie was therein I know not; bat 1 
wishe that every such lyar hadde rather a 
d>arp knife, and no meate, than to have meate 
enough with a blunt-edged knife, untill they 
left their lying.'* 

Perhaps our author, in another passage of 
his work, p. 94, speaking of cheese, hiuts^at a 
better reason tlum the above for making a 
Whetstone die prize in this singular contest : 
his words are,** Gaitlemen,Jto solace their wea- 
ried mindes by honest pastimes, playe at cAesse, 
the astronomer's game and the philosopher's 
game, which whettea thyr unttetyrecreateM iheyr 
mintU, and hurts no hodg in the meane season.'* 
The essence of a lie is well known to be an in- 
tention to deceive. The prize-%hters in this 
contest have no such intention — their aim 
is only who can raise the loudest laugh. 

In ^* A ful and romid Answer to N. D., 
alias Robert Parsons the Noddie his foolish 
and rude Wame-word," 4to. Lond. 1604, b, L 
by Matthew Sutcliffe, p. 310, « A Lost of 
Robert Parsons his Lies, Fooleries, and 
Abuses,'* we read: "And for his witnesses 
he citeth j^neas Sylvius, Dubravius, Goie- 
brard, Surius, Claudius de Sanctes, and a 
rabble of other lying rascals, not worth a 
cockle-shell. What then doth he deserve but 
a crown of foxe tailes, counterpointed unth 
fVhetstones, for his labour ?'* 

In Dekker's ** Seven deadlie Sinns of Lon- 
don," 4to. 1606, signat. D, it is said, <* the 
chariot then that Lying is drawue in, is made 
al of fHetstoneg.'' 

In *' Plaine Percevall the Peace-Maker of 
England,'* b, I, (relating to the affair of Mar- 
tin Mar-prelate), no date, signat. C 2, is the 
following passage: **He put those Het into 
print unlawfully, which he coin'd in hugger- 
mugger : and others opposite to his humouif 
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ivill have their Uet lie open manifestly, if it 
be but to shew that they dare put in for the 
Whetstone, and make as lowd lies as Martin 
the forman." 

In '* Faultes Faults, and [nothing else but 
Faultes," by Bamabie Rich, 4to. Lond. 1606, 

S. 13, the author, speaking of lying and slan- 
ering, says : " most execrable creatures, whose 
depraying tongues are more persing than the 
point of a sword, and are whetted still with 
scandalous and lying reports." 

In Vaughan's " Golden Grove," also, 870. 
Lond. 1608, b. i. chap. 32, " Of Lies," is the 
following passage : " Papists, assure your- 
selres that for all your falsehoods and lies, 
you shall, at the last, in recompence have 
nought els save the Whetstone,^'' 

So, in Walter Costelow's " Charles Stuart 
and Oliver Cromwell united," 8vo. 1655, p. 
92 : " Of a like nature was one heard, pray- 
ing in the pulpit for a reformation, in those 
over-active times, dispairingly say, * How can 
we hope for it to God's glory, when there is 
not one in our universities or cathedrals but 
what are factors for that whore of Babylon f 
Sure he was never there? he was so ignorant ; 
mistake me not, I mean the university : if 
otherwise, give him the Whetstone, having thus 
preached for it,'''' 

Among Ray's "Proverbial Phrases," 8vo. 
Lond. 1768, p. 70, we have the following : "A 
Lier. He deserves the Whetstone,'' 

^ There are two allusions to something of this 
kind in the common version of the Psalms. 
Ps. lii. 2: " Thy tongue — like a sharp 7-azor, 
working deceitfully." Ps. Ixiv. 3: "Who 
whet their tongue like a sword." 

In the library of Francis Douce, Esq., is 
preserved a " Pake of Knaves," i,e. a pack of 
bad characters, certainly out of Hollar's school, 
if not engraved by bis own burin, consisting 
of eighteen in number. This appears to have 
been the first, and most fully illustrates the 
Whetstone as an emblem of lying. The last 
line of the inscription attempts to account for 
its having been so : 

** An edge must needs be set on every lie." 

In an extract fron^ the Berkeley MSS. read to 
the Society of Antiquaries of London,Thur8day, 
June 4th, 1801, in an account of a sanctuary 
man at Westminster, who had behaved himself 



with great treachery and falsehood, it is stated 
on his detection that (vol. ii. p. 568), " upon 
his own confession, the abbot decreed him to 
bee had to an open place in the sanctuary of 
punishment and reproofe, and made him to bee 
arrayed in papires painted with ngnes of un* 
troth, seditione, and doublenesse, and was made 
to goe before the procession in that array, and 
aflerwardn soe set him in the stocks that the 
people might behold him," 

The curious tract entitled "A full and 
round Answer to N. D., alias Robert Par- 
sons," already quoted, furnishes a notice of 
some other modes of punishing Liars. 

P. 280 : " For this worthy place therefore 
thus falsely aUedged, this worthlesse fellow is 
worthy to have a paper clapped to his head for a 
falsary,"^ 

Ibid. p. 223. "While he continued in 
Bailiol Colledge, one Stancliffe his fellow- 
burser did charge him with/bryery, and with 
spch favour he departed, that no man seemed 
desirous he should remaine in the col- 
ledge any longer. I thinke he may remem- 
ber that he was rung with belles out of the 
house, which was either a signe of triumph^ or 
else of his dismall departure out of the world,'* 

Ibid. p. 279. " Would not this fellow then 
have a garland of peacocke's feathers for his 
notorious cogging, and for hi* presumption in 
falsely alledging and belying the fathers?" 

Ibid. p. 250. "I will here bestow on him 
a crowne of fox tayles, and make him lung of 
al renegate traitors; and doubt not, if he come 
into England, but to a/ee him crowned at 7V- 
burne, and his quarters enstalled at Newgate 
and Moorgate.^' 

Ibid. p. 355. " And so for his pride I give 
Parsons a crowne of peacocke*s feathers, and 
leave him to be enstalled kard-foole at Ty- 
bume.*' 

Mr. Punshon informed me, that among the 
colliers at Newcastle there is a custom of giv- 
ing a pin to a person in company, by way of 
hinting to him that he is flAing, If another 
pit-man outiies him, he in turn delivers the 
pin to him. No duels ensue on the occasion. 

" Take my Cap" appears to have been for- 
merly a taunt for a liar. In " A Trip through 
the Town,*' &c., 8vo. p. 17, we read; "A 
Yorkshire wench was indicted at the Old 
Bailey for feloniously stealing from her mis* 
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TO BEAR THE HBIX. 



ftroi a doieDof roiiiid-««rBdWoed cspiyof a 
▼crjconridcrable value. The cieatere pleaded 
not foilty, inmsting rerj streirooutly that the 
bad ber mutfCMs ejrpneft orJtrt for what die 
bad done. The prote cu t ri x being called apoa 
bj the court to anfver this aUegation, said. 



' Marj, dioo wast always a 
UTAB.' ' Verr tnie. Madam,* icpHes tiw hm- 
sej, * for wbenerer I told a rmmi bf^ 70a wai 
so good as to bid me take Toum cap.' The 
oooit fidl into a violent fit of laughter, snd 
die jury acquitted the 
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TO BEAK THE BELL. 



A WRITER in the '< Gent Mag/' vol. i. p. 
615, says: *^A Bell wa» a common prize: a 
little golden Bell was the reward of victory 
in 1607 at the races near York; whence 
came the proverb for successe of any kind, 
<To bear the Bell.' In Ray's Collection of 
English Proverbs we find * to bear away the 
Bell/ which seems to be the more genuine 
reading.'* A writer, Ibid. li. p. 25, inquires 
** If the proverb * Bearing away the BeW does 



not mean carrying or winning die fair lady. 
(BeOe.yO) 

In Dudley Lord North's '< Forest of Varie- 
ties,'* p. 175 b^ we read : 

^ Jockey and his horse were by their master 
sent 

To put in for the Bell 

Thus right, and each to other fitted well. 
They are to run, and cannot mine the Bell." 



NOTE TO BEAR THE BELL. 



Q) In ** Paradoxical Assertions and Phi- 
losophical Problems,'" by R. H., 8vo. Lond. 
1664, p. 4, speaking of women, the author 



says : '< Whoever bears the BeU away, yet diey 
will ever carry the clapper»^ 



TO PLUCK A CROW WITH ANY ONE. 



In the second part of Dekker's *' Honest 
Whore,*' 4to. Lond. 1630, signat 6 3 b, I 
find the following passage : 

" Well pull that old Crow my father." 

The subseouent occurs in Ibe << Workes of 
John Heiwood,'* newlie imprinted, 4to. Lond. 
1598, signat G4: 



" He loveth well sheep's flesh, that wets his 
bred in the wuU. 
If he leave it not, we haoe a Crow io fnUL*^ 

A jealous wife is speaking concerning certain 
liberties which her husband is always taking 
with her maid. 

In Howell's "Proverbs," fol. Lond. 1659, 
p. 2, we read : '^ 1 have a ffooee to pluck with 
you : viz. I have something to complain ot** 



OF CERTAIN OTHER 

OBSCURE PHRASES and COMMON EXPRESSIONS. 



A WKiTKi in the '' Gent BUg.** toL li. p. 
9(I7« inquiias after tbt fmjgttL oif tba jhimm 

tktold 




T. Row, (Dr. Ptegge.) in Ae " G«t|55- 
ftr Sept. 1767, voL xxxvn. p. 44^ dcnm 

Iba w«d AA. in the phrase rf •* *^^ «* 
_- * TT? ^ \ Tulgtt eanapCiaa of 



crincha 
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the latin adepiw: *<a autt man,'" io like 
maimer, from the Latin aeutvs; and the word 
ggnictf, when meaning a jot, bit, small portion, 
or least mixture, (as ** there is no tpioe of evil 
in perfect goodness,") from the French word 
ttpece : thus Caxton, in his " Mirrour of the 
World," cap. i. * Grod's bounte is all pure^> 
without ony espece of evylL* The French 
e^ffece is derived from the Latin apecies,^ 

A writer under the signature of 6. S., in 
the same work for March 1755, vol. xxv. p. 
115, says : ** Spick and »pan new is an expres- 
sion, the meaning of which is obvious, though 
the words want explanation ; and which, I 
presume, are a corruption of the Italian spic- 
caia da la jpamta, snatched from the hand ; 
opus ablatum incude ; or, according to another 
expression of our own, /re*h from the mint ; 
in all which the same idea is conveyed by a 
different metaphor. Our language abounds 
with Italicisms." 

He adds : '' There is another expression much 
used by the vulgar, wherein the sense and 
words are equally obscure : Ant pleaee thepige, 
pigs is most assuredly a corruption of Pyx, 
^e vessel in which the Host is kept in Roman 
Catholic countries. The expression, there- 



fore, means no more than Deo volente, or as it 
is translated into modem English by eoach- 
men and carriers, God wiUing,^^ 

So the phrase corporal oath is supposed to 
,have been derived— r.« not from the touching 
the New Testament, or the bodily act of kiss- 
ing i^ but from the ancient use of touching 
the corporate or cloth which covered the con- 
secrated elements." 

In Sir John Sinclair's <* Statistical Account 
of Scotland," vol. iii. 8vo. Edinb. 1792, p. 
380, the minister of Applecross, in the county 
of Ross, speaking of his parish, says, *< This pa- 
rish, like some of the Western Isles, hath its 
characteristical expressions : iheJLteabhar/ein of 
Sky, t. e. by the book itself, meaning the Bi- 
ble : the Danish Mhoirc of Lewes, s. e. by the 
great sabbath : and the Ider of Applecross, t. e. 
by St. Iderius; are so characteristical of the 
natives of these several places, that when talk- 
ing the Gaelic language they can, with few 
exceptions, be easily distinguished in any part 
of the globe. They are the remnants of Popish 
oaths, which, having lost their original mean- 
ing, are now used merely as expletives in con- 
versation.'* 



OF THE PHENOMENON VULGARLY CALLED 

WILL, OB KITTY WITH A WISP, or JACK WITH A 

LANTHORN. C) 



** A wandering fire. 
Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night 
Goncwnses, and the cold environs round, 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
Which oft, they sayi some evil 8]^irit attends, 
Hovering and blazing with delusive light, 
Misleads th' amaz'd night-wand'rer from his way 
To boga and mires, and oft through pond or pool. 
Thm^swallaw'd up and lost, from succour tu," 

MiZiTOir's Far. Lost, b. ix. 1. 634* 

*< How Will a' Wisp misleads nightefieuring clowns 
Cer hills, and sinking bogs, and pathless downs." 

Oay. 



This appearance, called in Latin ^ Iffnte 
fatuuM, has long composed an article in the 
•< Catalogue of Popular Superstitions." — 
Clowns, however, are not the only persons 
who have been misled by it, for, as the subse- 
quent account of it will evince, it has hitherto 



eluded the most diligent putr^oit of our writers 
of natural history. (*) 

This phenomenon is said to be chiefly seen 
in summer night^^' frequenting meadows;, 
marshes, and other moist places. It is often 
found also flying along rivers and hed^ges^ 
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as if it met there with a stream of air to di- 
rect it. 

The Ignis fatuus is not, it should seem, 
confined to the land ; sailors often meet with 
it at sea. (') With them the appearance is 
ominous, and if in stormy weatner a single 
one is seen flitting about the masts, yards, or 
sails, it is thought to indicate certain ship- 
wreck : but if there are two of them, the crew 
hail them with shouts of joy, and ai^e from 
them that a calm will very shortly ensue. (^) 

A species of this phenomenon, known in 
Buckinghamshire by the name of ** the 
Wat,'' {^) is said also to haunt prisons. The 
night before the arrival of the judges at the 
assizes it makes its appearance like a little 
flame, and by every felon to whom it becomes 
visible is accounted a most fatal omen. The 
moment the unhappy wretch sees this, he 
thinks that all is over with him, and resigns 
himself to the gallows. 

Some have thought the Ignis fatuus to 
arise from a viscous exhalation, which, be- 
ing kindled in the air, reflects a sort of thin 
flame in the dark without any sensible 
heat. («) 

Sir Isaac Newton calls it a vapour shining 
without heat, and says that there is the same 
difference between this vapour and flame, as 
between rotten wood shining without heat, 
and burning coals of Are. 

Some have supposed, among whom were 
Mr. Francis Willoughby and Mr. Ray, that 
the Ignis fatuus is nothing more than some 
nocturnal flying insect (J) 

Merian has given us an account of the 
famous Indian Lanthom Fly, published among 
her "Insects at Surinam." It has a hood 
or bladder on its head, which gives a light 
like a lanthom in the night, but by daylight 
is clear and transparent, curiously adorned 
with stripes of red or green colour. Writing, 
of tolerable large character, may be read by 
the light of it at night. It is said that the 
creature can either dilate or contract the hood 
or bladder over its head at pleasure, and that 
when taken it hides all its light, which only 
when at liberty it aflbrds plentifully. 

We gather from Boreman's second volume 
of his ** Description of a great variety of 
Animals, Vegetables, &c. &c.," that a re- 
spectable person in Hertfordshire, presuming 



upon the knowledge of the grounds about hii 
house, was tempted one dark night to fol- 
low one of these lights, which he saw fly- 
ing over a piece of fallow ground. It led him 
over a ploughed field, flying and twisting 
about fi'om place to place — sometimes it would 
suddenly disappear, and as suddenly appear 
again. It once made directly to a hedge, 
when it came near it mounted over, and he 
lost sight after a full hour's chase. 

On his return home he saw it again, bat 
was already too much fatigued to think of 
renewing the pursuit. (•) 

The Ignis fatuus is said to have been ob- 
served to stand still as well as to move, and 
sometimes seemed fixed on the surface of die 
water. 

In Italy two kinds of these lights are said 
to have been discovered— one in the mountains, 
the other in the plains : they are called by 
the common people Cularsi, because &ey look 
upon them as birds, the belly and other parti 
of which are resplendent like the Pyraustae, 
or Fire Flies. 

Mr. Bradley, F.R.S., supposed the Will 
with a Wisp to be no more than a group of 
small enlightened insects. 

Dr. Derham, on the other hand, thought 
this phenomenon was composed of fired va- 
pours. 

The ^'Scottish Encyclopaedia** (voce Ignis 
fatuus) defines it to be *' a kind of light, 
supposed to be of an electric nature, (*) ap- 
pearing frequently in mines, marshy places, 
and near stagnating waters." (*°) 

The late Sir Joseph Banks, P.R.S., could 
never, after the most laborious investigation 
on this bead, satisfy himself, and doubted 
entirely, in frequent conversations both with 
Mr. Brand and his editor, the existence of 
the phenomenon. 

Having summoned such respectable wit- 
nesses, and found their depositions so dikme- 
trically opposite to each other, we shall neither 
presume to sum up the evidence, nor pro- 
nounce sentence in me cause under considna- 
tion. 

We must leave the decision of the contro- 
versy to future discoveries in Natural History, 
or the more successful investigations of suc- 
ceeding times. 
There is sometimes an appearance of Ligbt 
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or Fire upon the manes of horses, or men*8 
hair; these (in Latin /famnur /(eim6eii/e<f), I 
know not why, are called '^ Haggs.*' 

Blount, in verbo, says, "Hags are said to be 
made of sweat or some other vapour issuing 
out of the head : a not unusual sight among 
us when we ride by night in summer time. 
They are extinguished like flames by shaking 
the horse's manes, but I believe rather it is 
only a vapour reflecting light, but fat and 
sturdy, compacted about the manes of horses, 
or men's hair." (^') 

By the subsequent description, also from 
Blount, the, Fire-Drake should seem to be a 
distinct appearance from the Ignis fatuus. 

" There is a Fire sometimes seen flying in 
the night, like a dragon : it is called a Fire- 
Drake. Common people think it a spirit that 
keeps some treasure hid; but philosophers 
affinn it to be a great unequal exhalation in- 
flamed between two cloudis, the one hot, the 
other cold (which is the reason that it aKo 
smokes), the middle part whereof, according 
to the proportion of the hot cloud, being greater 
than the rest, makes it seem like a belly, and 
both ends like a head and tail.'* (^') 

" A Fire-Drake, says Mr. Steevens (see 
Reed's edit, of Shaksp. 1803, vol. xv. p. 203), 
is both a serpent, anciently called a hrenning' 
drake or dipsas, and a name formerly given to 



a Will 0* the Wisp, or Ignis fatuus. So in 
Drayton's * Nymphidia : ' 

* By the hissing of the snake, 
The rusding of the Fire-Drake/" 

Again, in " Cssar and Pompey," a tragedy 
by Chapman, 1607 : 

** So have I scene a Fire-Drake glide along 
Before a dyins man, to point his grave, 
And in it stick and hide.'' 

Again, in «* Albertus Wallenstein," 1640 : 

** Your wild irregular lust, which, like those 
Fire-Drakes 
Misguiding nighted travellers, will lead you 
Forth from the fair path," &c. 

*< May 16th, 1668, mention is made in the 
*Life of Anthony & Wood,' of a Draco volans 
which he and the family at Borsudl, near 
Brill, in Bucks, saw fall from the sky be- 
tween nine and ten of the clock at night. It 
made the place so light for a time, that a 
man might see to read. It .seemed to Anthony 
& Wood to be as long as All Saints' steeple, 
in Oxon, being long and narrow ; and when 
it came to the lower regions it vanished into 
sparkles, and, as some say, gave a report. 
Great raines and inundations followed," &c. 
See Caius's "Antiq. of Cambridge," by 
Heame, p. 679. ' 
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Q) To these vulgar names of it may be 
added, *' Kit with the Canstick," (t. e. can- 
dlestick), for so it is called by Reginald Scot, 
p. 85. 

Wisp, in the name, of this phenomenon, im- 
plies a little Twist of Straw, a kind of Straw 
Torch. Thus Junius in verbo : " Frisiis 
' wispien,' etiamnum est ardentes straminis 
fasciculos in altum toUere.'* These names 
have undoubtedly been derived from its ap- 
pearance, as if Will, Jack, or Kit, some coun- 
try fellows, were going about with lighted 
straw torches in their hands." 

Wisp properly signifies a little twist of 
itraw, for the purpose of easing the head un- 
der the pressure of some heavy burthen. In 
the vulgar dialect of Newcastle-upon-Tyne 



it has been corrupted into weexe. It means 
also a handful of Straw, folded up a little, to 
wipe anything with. Thus, in ''The Vision 
of Piers Plowman :" 

*< And wish'd it had been wiped with a Wisp 
of Firses." — Pass. v. 

In the old Play of **The Vow-breaker, or 
the Fayre Maid of Clifton," 4to. Lond. 1636, 
act ii. sc. 1, we read : " Ghosts, Hobgoblins, 
Will with a Wisp, or Dicke a Tuesday.'' 

(*) "It is called Ignis fatuus, or foolish 

Fire,*' says Blount, " because it only feareth 

fools. Hence it is, when men are led away 

with some idle fancy or conceit, we use to say 

an Ignis fatuus hath done it.'' 



rtite 



tl8 



NOTBS TO WILL WITH A WISP. 



Tbe expraMon b Shalupcare a ** Traipert," 
act iv. sc. I : ** Played tbe Jack with us,*' is 
explained by Jobnson, '* He has played Jttck 
with a Lanthem, be has led us about like an 
^U fatuu9, by which trayellen are decoyed 
into the mire." 

« Milton's Frier's Lantern in < L' Allegro* 
is tbe Jack and Lantern," says Mr. Warton, 
'' which led people in tbe night into marshes 
and waters f ' the poet's account of the philo- 
sophy of this superstition has been already 
quoted in the first motto. 

This appearance has anciently been called 
Elf 'fire; thus, in the title-page of a curious 
old tract, called <^ Ignis Fatuus, or the Elf- 
fire of Purgatorie," &c., 4tD. Lond. pr. by W. 
Guild, 1625, 57 pages. In Warwickshire, 
McA-ied (pronounced mob-led) signifies led 
astray by a Will o' the Wisp. Johnson and 
Steevens's Shaksp. 1803, vol. z. p. 365. 

It had the title also of** Gyl burnt Tayle, or 
Gillion a burnt TaUe.*' So in Gayton*s Fes- 
tivous Notes upon " Don Quixot," fol. Lond. 
1654, p. 268 : " An Igm» fatuuSy an exhala- 
tion and GiUUm a burnt Tailt, or Will with 
the Wispe." Also, in p. 97 : " Will with the 
Wispe, or Gyl burnt tayle,** 

It is called also a Sylham Lamp, Thus, 
in Gough's " Camden," vol. ii. p. 90, Suf- 
folk : ** In the low grounds at Sylham, just by 
Wingfield, in Sufiblk, are the Ignes fatui, 
commonly called Sylham Lamps, the terror 
and destruction of travellers, and even of the 
inhabitants, who are frequently misled by 
them." Reginald Scot, p. 85, before he men- 
tions *' Kit with the Canstick," has the word 
*^ Sylens," which, I have no doubt, is a cor- 
tuption of the above Sylham, 

In a very rare tract in my collection, en- 
tided '* A personall Treaty with his Majesty 
and the two Honourable Houses to be speedily 
holden, who knowes where ? At no place, or 
when? Can ye tell?" 31 July, printed in the 
yeare 1648, 4to. we read, p, 81 : <* No, it may 
be coniectured that some Ignis fatuus, or a 
fire-drake, some William with a fVispe, or 
some gloworme illumination, did iulighten 
and guide them," &c. 

Blount defines it to be a certain viscous 
substance, reflecting light in the dark, evapo- 
rated out of a fat earth, and flying in the air. 
It commonly haunts churchyards, privies, and 



tetm, because it is bc g ot tai out of Utoem : it 
flies about rivers, hedges, &c., becaiiw in tfaoie 
places there is a certain flux of air. It follows 
one that follows it, because the air does so. 

One of the popular attributes of the Igmt 
/kiMKt, as has been already noticed, is die 
love of mischief in leading men astray in dsrk 
nif^ts, which, in Drayton's ^ Njonphidia," is 
given to the £ury Pudlc : 

''Of purpose to deceive us: 
And leading us makes us to stray 
Long winter nights out of the way. 
And when we stick in mire or clay 

He doth with laughter leave us." 

Hentsner, in his " Travels in England, A.D. 
1598," tells us, that returning iW>m Canter- 
bury to Dover, ''There were a great many 
Jack-u^-a-Lanihoms, so that we were quite 
seized with horror and amaaement." — Stiaw- 
berry Hill edition, 1757, p. 101. 

The author of the " Comical Pilgrim's Pil- 
grimage into Ireland," 8vo. Lond. 1723, a. 
92^ says : " An Ignis fatuus the silly people 
deem to be a soul broke out of Purgatory f 
and, in " A Wonderful History of all tfai 
Stormsi Hurricanai, Earthquakes, &c. &c., 
and Lights that lead People out of dieir Way 
in the Night, &c.," 8vo. Lond. 1704, p. 75, 
we are told of these "lights usually seen in 
churchyards and moorish places," that in su- 
perstitious times " the popish clergy perswaded 
the ignorant people they were iouli come out 
(^Purgatory all in flame, to move the people to 
pray for their entire deliverance ; by which 
they gulled them of much money to say mass 
for them, every one thinking it might be the 
soul of his or her deceased relations." 

In the account of the surprising nreseiva- 
tion and happy deliverance of the tnree wo- 
men buried thirty sevenwdays in the ruins of 
a stable, by a heavy fall of snow Aom the 
moimtains, at the village of Bergemoletto^ in 
Italy, 1755, by Ignazio Somis, Physician to 
his Sardinian Majesty, it is stated, p. 114 of 
tibe English Translation, published in 1768,. 
8vo., that on &e melting of the snow, ftc, 
when the unhappy prisoners " seemed for die 
first time to perceive some glimpse of l^t, the 
appearance of it scared Anne and Margaret to 
the last degree, as they took it for a/orerunmr 
of Death, and thought it was oecasioDed by 
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counii; ue a lure prenge of deatb to the 
■ptiaOoM coDitintly tttended by tbem, which- 
«ei way they turn tbemielvet, uid they oc- 
Mcdiagly call Ihem Dealh-Fira." 

(») Burton, in hii " Melancholy" (P. 1, S. 
iL p. 30, edit. 1633), uyi, that " the ipiriti of 
fin, in form of fire-drakei and biaiinE tlan, 
Ut on thip Tnafltj, &c." Hence thepauage in 
Shnlupeaie'i " Tempeat :" 

" On tlie lop maili. 
The yudi, and bovipriti, vould 1 flame dia- 



W* find the lubieqneDt pa* 



ge bHabluyf 1 

nbn that in the 
foule 



"Voyaget," ISflS 
great and boyateroi 

weatheTj in the night there came upon the top 
of OUT main yardand main maat a cerl&ine 
litde light, much likeunlo the light of a little 
CAndte, which the Spaniards c^l the Cuerpe 
Saute. (>) Thig light continued aboard oui 
flliip mbout three hunrea, fiying irom maate to 
mute, and from lop tn tup ; and mmetimea it 
would be in two or three places at once." See 
Stecveni'i edit of Shalisp. tdI. iii. p. 26. 

The following ii much to our purpoH: 
" Eiperimenb) lane didicerunt nautm quod in 
magnii tempestatibui conipiciantur inpiiu 
nunmnlatquBdam Velia Naiium inridentei, 



{•) To »n Imialrj ttU 
^kh br Buinen It n 
lol. li^Dl. Lond. nil 



t CoTvo Zitnh, Diu&lly 
lo. 94, then li ifle fol- 



-HUkied WH c4iiAed by a ■ulphareoui ■pfrit, nri^- 
ing and ylaleij»lY moTinj (be cluadi. For lie 
eanH or the tire la a julphuTfioua and bitmufaoiia 
aoatter. Arlnn downwmrdi by ttie flflpMooDa mo- 
ttos cEiW air. and kiodled by na^ a^utlOD. 

aa Dthat Ifui tatui d4> loaof 

C' to nat npoa die aaila 
tor the Eaoat part the; le 
warda wtthtat any inumlwon. making a Bum 
llkathtlklBtbamlligoracuidle. ItBve oT then 
an aBea neai tagathat, they are called hy the Por 
tDgnoae Cirradsaeifra^fiivni, and anlDoksd upoi 



aimn Umj ap- 



.. ly the 

gory, called, in Wood » " Athena," " Obeerva* 
Uonei in loca qoBdam excerpta ei Johanuii 
Malals," &c., m the poMQwion of the Rer. 
Mr. Wrighle.S.A.S. 

In Braamna'a Dialogue, entitled Naulia- 
ginm, the following account of a marine Igmt 

" NDxeratsubluatriaetinaummomaloMabat 
quidam e Nauti* in Oalea, ciicutnipectani, 
11 quam teiTun liderat: hnic CiBpit ^laiatero 
Sphmra quodara ignea : id Naulia triatiaei- 
mum Ditentum eit, <i quanda aolitarius ignii 
est; felii, cum gemim. Ho* Veatuatas c[»- 
didit Caatorem et PoUuccm. MoK glohu 
igneoa dehtpiua per fnnea derolrit M9e usque 
ad NaucUnim i ubi paulliapei commoratiu, 
voWit te per maiginea totiua Navis : indo per 
medloa foroa dilapeui nanuit. Fori aunt 
Tabulata Navia, ac reluti Tectum, lub men- 
diem copit magii «c m^ia iocrudeiceK tem- 

In the " Scottish BncrolopBdia," o. LisHTf , 
we rrad : " Dr. Shaw tella ui that in thick 
haiy weather he hu obaerred thoae luminoui 
appeafancea which at aea ikip about the mait* 
and yaida of shipe, and which the aailon call 
Corfumma, {•>) which it a corruption of &a 
Spaniih Cturpo Saul:" 

In ttie same votfc, mider Hbtbob, we ar; 
told: "ninjiinhiisecondBook of 'Natural 
Hiatiary,' catlt these appearsncai itars; and 
tella ui that they settled not only upon the 
maata and other parts of ahipl, but also upon 
meu't heads. Two of those lights forebode 
good weather and a prosperous (oyage ; and 
drive away the liiigle one, which wears a 
threatening aspect 'HiiatbesailoTscall HeJIfli, 
but the two they call Cailor and Pollux, and 
invoke them ai gods. These lights do sonw> 
timet about the erening rett on men's bead^ 
and are a great and good omen.''(°) 



I the apindle of thi 



Mni of Iha adltor, Uwarda Ibe lattai aal 
«r IB13, coming ftoQ Gnemtey lo South- 

■' .-kt: 



ta Cutodi & PoUdcU id 



lioTtbeMe- 
ditnruiFUi, St. Hrlmaor Si. Ttbmt Fini,- 
by lh> Itallani tb« Fin, of SI. P.ltr =«/ ». 
liietuliti. Olid sre fnqueiitlr takm notice of 
bj llie wrilm of ioyagei."(*) 

(') Tliiuiu"Gi«ueuiCoaceipt,"&e.(Co. 
Uiid. 15»B,p.2T: 
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■• Ai rhRi B ware-bruu'd barlK, long tot bj 



EipedULonem ArgonftuticuBi ftkJnda DIOKuri In 
D»iindliltcinluJ,et Uaqaam, Hlldi IckOm UuIi 
DHiiunK ab omDlbut NavlgKiitibui ■unnni la tf nen- 
tJoDe luUtI, cumqiw proc«nf» tubfiTiFnlJbiu Tmn- 

thU tbrouih theiupentlUaD afuiclBat nllDn Ihii 
■Igiu or Cmioc ind Pollux ware plued on tlia 
pnwi of ililpi. 

So, In "A Wnnderfu] IIIRor; of ill Ihs Btormi, 
Hurriunn, Euthqunliai,",aic,. eiD., Lond. 1704, 



the windet in ■ t«Dp«t, 
Strais on > fomine cowK, in danger «iS 

to be iwdloit'd. 
After a woM of feua, vitli ■ vinter of 

bornble object* — 
The (bipmBo'i lalaee, /iiiir Ltdat Iwaum 

Sigma af a cabtt art tm, MidieeDe,in 

riuilly nluled." 
(*) "Audivi msiaat a Buckingvnieiuilul 
ueu tale quid (fuM^lm) neboloaibm dwpt- 
."ad* accldetu ad regium Carc^rem Ailsbn- 
TieiiNia,ubinoctepTKeiuite JudicisadTentanif 
prodtgiiwa qimdam BammHU appaioe nlet 
m Carcrat, illii oniDibiu fatalia a qnibui 
Tuitur. Uniuquiique enim ex incaicoalii 
cui contigit hoiic nammulam (quem Tocant 
tki Wal) couapeiiiH, actum eat de illo: ni- 
hilque ill pusterumeipectatpnelerpatibulum. 
Nan adeo turn iufelic iter peritug ut tuecei 
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, propria 
1 Oppidani. 
miuibuaftc 
' Wrighte's] 



togeth«E, (hey betoken filrs weitber mnd ffood 



K liUle blue ot fln uppeuli 



■ti " Fill tTHilrii, 1 



; by night 



plue to unother. Same nui 

liuka, Ifiingle otheKrlH'" 
AraaniE tbe Apnthogniin 
betfi Hiiniini," lUmo. Ui 
llillowjat: '-AfletnitnU I 
euBp o( lioiiBlvu, Uw (!«■' 
woudly bened end anneil. THrao | 
Sited if nil- imMi, WIu'< thiif ol 
■Hi St. '■""■^^ - 






held e«igne ef good 

Lt Ihe ei>d of « Hef 
1, \iat. p.lH,latlM 



ejj>er._e 



eulec didici : iieque bii- 
Gregurj'i MS. in Mr. 



theK hfllatiotieio ad Sitfl 



work, the Ignii fatuiu if 
thus explained; "Hujuamodi flammulaa Fhi- 
luaopbi ad Meteota traducuDt, caimntei Ei- 

. accenum ^Ga- 
latum legei) qua duco aecendere nititari 
frigore medim regionii depellilur, et apparet 
quaii aaltanaloca decliviora quffirem, uodeet 
ad aqua* uquentem ducit, aape etiam in 
magnia tempeetatibua aut lelia affigiliir aul 

Srscedit vel aequitur. Metetmjl. foL 3U. 
tellulai iatai lic a philoaopbii fabrefactaa, ite 
HOD tibi aliiiTe quid altum aapere viiiauitiu-, 
vocavemnt Jgiui/ahoM." 

(^) I know not wbetber the learned readei 
will think himaelf much eOiBed with the fol- 

old book, entitled "A Helpe to Diecmme,' 
lamo. Loud. 1633, in queRion and aniwer : 
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. What fire is that that sometimes fol- 
eind sometimes flyeth away 1 
, An Ignis fatuus, or a walking fire (one 
fkeepe9 his station this time near Wind- 
le pace of which is caused principally 
motion of the ayre enforcing it," 
iild this be considered as not very satis- 
Ty what will be thought of the subse- 
explanation from a very rare book, en- 
' Curiosities, or the Cabinet of Nature," 
Lond. 1637, p. 79, which, too, is in 
m and answer ? 

, What is the cause of the Ignis fatuus, 
ther goes before or follows a man in the 

. It is caqsed of a great and well-com- 
exhalation, and, being kindled, it stands 
aire, and by the man's motion the ayre 
ed, and the fire by the ayre, and so goes 
or follows a man ; and these kind of 
* meteors are bred near execution places, 
urchyards, or great kitchens, where 
s and slimy matters and vapours abound 
it quantity." 

Isford, in his " Nature's Secrets," 8vo. 

1668, p. 66, says : " The lowest meteor 

air is the burning candle, or, as some 

, Ignis fatuus. This is a hot and moist 

r which, striving to ascend, is repulsed 

cold, and fiered by Antiperistasis, moves 

by the earth, carried along with the va- 

that feed it, keeping in low or moist 

. The light is of an exceeding pale 

, very unwholesome to meet withal, by 

of the evil vapours it attracts unto it, 

nourishes the pallid flame, and will 

ascend (as those exhalations do), and 

Idainly fall again, from whence the 

is derived.'' He adds, p. 120 : ** These 

fires appear but at some times of the 

ind that m certain places ; and in those 

rhere they are most usual, they are not 

only seen, but as forerunners of sultry 

I Sommer, and wet in the Winter : they 

tually observed to appear iu open wea- 

! following elegant simile, founded on 
opular superstition of the Ignis fatuus 
cting its followers into dangerous situ- 
is taken from ** The Times Anatomized 
jrall Characters," by T. F., 12mo. Lond. 
Character 24th, « A Novice Preacher ;" 



of whom the author says : '' No wonder that 
instead of shining lights they yrove foolish 
ftreSy to lead their flocks into a maze oferrwrs^ 
in which they wander, not having the clue of 
learning or judgment to guide them out." 
Signat. E. 1. 

(7) In favour of this hypothesis, we are in- 
formed that the Ignes fatui give proof as it 
were of sense by avoiding objects: that they 
often go in a direction contrajry to the wind : 
that they often seem extinct, and then shine 
again : tiiat their passing along a few feet above 
the ground or surface of the water agrees 
with the motion of some insect in quest of 
prey, as does also their settling on a sudden, 
as well as their rising again immediately. 

Some, indeed, haveaifirmed that Ignes fatui 
are never seen but in salt marshes, or other 
boggy places. On the other hand, it is proved 
that they have been seen flying over fields, 
heaths, and other dry places. 

The appearance commonly called a falling 
star, or more properly '• a fallen star,'' has, 
by a late writer, been referred to the half- 
digested food of the winter gull, or some other 
bird of that kind. 

Dr. -Charlton's description of this in his 
Paradoxes has, perhaps, tiie quaintest thought 
on it that can be found in any language. *< It 
is," says he, <^ the excrement blown from the 
nostrils of some rheumatic planet falling upon 
plains and sheep pastures, of an obscure red or 
brown tawny ; in consistence like a jelly, and 
so trembling if touched," &c. 

Widely diflereut are the sentiments of the 
ingenious Mr. Pennant in his " Zoology," vol. 
ii. p. 638 ; on this subject, speaking of the 
winter gull, he says : ** That it frequents, dur- 
ing winter, the moist meadows in the inland 
parts of England, remote from the sea. The 
gelatinous substance known by the name of 
star-shot, or star-jelly, owes' its origin to this 
bird, or some of the kind ; being nothing but 
the half'digested remains of earthworms, on 
which these birds feed, and often discharge 
from their stomachs. He refers to Morton's 
** Natural History of Northamptonshire." 

In a very rare book, entitled ** Peripateti- 
call Institutions in the way of that eminent 
person and excellent philosopher Sir Kenelm 
Digby, &c.," by Thomas White, gent, 12mo. 
Lond. 1666, at p. H8, s^^eakim^oC th&\sA&i«n. 
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of fitlling fteim, tbeanthor mji: ** AmaogA 
omnelTet, when any such matter if found m 
tiw fields, the very eoantieyiDen crj it Ml from 
hatT*ii and the itanet, and, as I remember, 
call it the Spittle of the Siarret,** He teDa aa, 
ibid. " An igiiis fatuos has been fuond fallen 
down in a dippery viscoas snbstanoe full of 
white epots.'' He ddSnee *' Ignes iatni (or 
Wills o* the Wiep) to be a certain Tiscooa 
•abstance, reflecting light in the dark, evapo- 
rated ont of a fat euth and flying in the aire. 
They commonly haunt churchyards, priries, 
•nd lens, becausethey are begotten out of &t- 
nesK. They follow one that &es them, and fly 
one that follows them ; because the aire does so. 
lliey stay upon military ensigns and Spears, 
because such are apt to stop, and tenacious of 
them. In the summer, and hot regions, they 
are more frequent, because the good concoc- 
tion produces fatnesse." 

In the *' Statistical Account of Scotland,** 
¥ol. xiz. 8to. Edinb. 1797, p. 351, parish of 
Bendothey, Perthshire, we read : " The sub^ 
stance called shot stars is nothing else than 
frosted potatoes. A night of hard frost, in tiie 
end of autumn, in which those meteors called 
felling stars are seen, reduces the potato to 
the consistence of a jelly, or sofl pulp, having 
no resemblance to a potato, except when parts 
of the skin of the potatoe adhere below undis- 
solved. This pulp remains soft and fluid, 
when all things else in nature are consolidated 
by frost ; for which reason it is greedily taken 
up by crows and other fowls, when no other 
sustenance is to be had, so that it is often 
found by man in the actual circumstance of 
having fallen from above, having its parts scat- 
tered and dispersed by the fall, according to 
the law of falling bodies. This has given rise 
to the name and vulgar opinion concerning it.*' 

(•) At Astley, seven miles from Worcester, 
three gentlemen saw one of these appearances 
in a garden, about nine o*clock in a dark 
night. At first they imagined it to be some 
country fellow with a laiithom, till approach- 
ing within about six yards, it suddenly dis- 
apt)ejire(l. It became visible again in a dry 
field, thirty or forty yards off. It disappeared 
OS suddenly a second time, and was seen 
again a hundred yards off. Whether it passed 
over the hedge or went through it, could not 
he ohtmftdf Int k Himppeued as it passed 



\ 



frooi field to fidd. At another time, wfaa 
one approadied within ten or ttrdve yards, it 
aeemed to pack off as ip a Iriglit. 

Hutchinson, in hie *' History of Cumbo^ 
land,** Tol. i. p. 552, speaking, in the pariA 
of Whitbeck, of a lake on tiie estate of R. 
Gibson, Ksq., at Barfleld, be obiserres : **Bat 
and in flie adjoining morasses is mwstt of 
tiiat inflammaUe air which forms the Indd 
YtKponx vulgarly called ffili with ike ffispf 
frequendy seen in the summer evenings." 

In tiie " Rusticae Nundinss,'* in Wood- 
ward's Poems, 8vo. Oxf. 1730, p. 139, we 
read: 

'^Saepe antem, dum Tecta petunt^ vestigia 

fallit 
Materift pingui exoriens erraiicuM Igtdt ; 
(Quem densant Tenebras, circumdant FH- 

gora, donee 
Snpe agitando rapit spatiosam in fomite 

flammam.) 
nie per aerios fallaci lumine campos 
Cursitat, erroresque vagoa seducit in altum 
Nocte silente Lacum, adit aparsas per prata 

paludes.** 

Another accoimt of the *' Ignis fetuns*' oc- 
curs in Fawkes*s Poems, p. 174, by die Bev. 
R. Oakeley, M.A., Fellow of Jesus CoUcge, 
Cambridge. 

^' Igni»fatuu9. 

Aspice! cum rebus nox abstulit atra ca 

lorem, 
Fusus ad irriguas ripas mtco/ igneut kumor^ 
MobiUtate vigens et eundo Jlumina verrii 
Summa levis, liquidisque sororibus oscula 

libat. 
Jam varios meditans excursus ocyus 

Euro 
Ardet abire fug& per inane volatile lumen. 
Stare loco netcit, ialiensque per omnia ptmctOf 
Tetnporis itque reditque vagans tine corpore 

vita. 
Hinc saepe obscoenos iterat dum noctoa 

cantus, 
Nigrantes inter Tenebras prope limina Di- 

vum 
Tristibus inmltat lux importutia sepuMuris. 
iEgros hue gressus si forte advertat Anns 

qU8B 

Igneolos cemit lemure^ simulachiaque 
mlUe 



NOTES TO WILL WITH A WISP. 



Fanu rnlaiu, trepidnt n 
Scilicet hie Aninui ttoa 



Quia et mills dole* rolTens nib pcctore 

At'ol perralitBl, qnuo osen juiclt Fialor 
Dcpmmu Kct&tur ovaiii ; quid cogitet 

Ignis 
Ncidiu heu 1 Fax antt valani per vpaea 

Srrobtatda rtgit vaSigiOf perfida taadeiti 
Dtttrit inantrtum atagno tqtialenli Coloratm 
Entetantem vtu, hinuttupa Coiia maden- 

(*) It ia with gRsl deference tt> the opiTiion 
of modern [ihilMaphen that I malce the ob- 
MnotiDti, but I cannot help luipecting tbat 
whut Dur plain forefathen, in the unenligbt- 
ened agei, attributed to supemstuiBl a^ncy, 
te Etna and FaiTia, e» being otherwiK unable 
to account for or expluti it, it ta xl preient 
tbe faihion to ascribe to I kiynr not what 
- tleelricjbad ;'' oi to biiddle it up, as in thia 
iutance, under the lague idea of loniedung 
" of an electric nature.'' 

('•) The account add»: "It was formerly 
tbou^t, and ia atill by the supenticious tie- 
lieTcd, to have aomelhing ominous in ita 
nattiTe* and to preaage death and other mia- 
fortunt*. There baie been itiitancea of people 
beit% decoyed by theK lights into manhy 
placea, wbm they have perished ; whence the 
names of Ignis fatuus, Will with a. Wisp, and 
Jack with a Lanthom, as if thia appearance 
was an evil apirit which took delight m doing 
mischief of that kind." 

So in the ode on the " Popular Superstitiona 
of the Highlands of Scotland '." 
" Ab homely swains \ youi bomeward stepi 

Let not iloxiW/ mislead you on the heath : 
Dancing in miiky night oer fen and lake, 
He glows to draw you downwatii to your 

death, . 
In hi» bewitdi'd, low, manhy, willow 

bnki 



Wbat though far off, trara lome dark i 

ignobile His glimmering masea cheer tii' excun 

sight, 
, defunotaqoe Yet turn, ye wand im, tiun your si 

Nor ti 
li 
^') See a]N> White's " Penpateticall Insti- 
nittoD^" p. 149, whence Blount tuu had hii 
account. 

In a very mie work by Thomas HyU, en- 
titled " A ConternplatiDn of Mysteries, con- 
tmning the rare E^ctei and SigniflcaCions of 
:iertiyne Comets," &c., 12mo. Idnd. jg. by 
Hen. I>enham, I. Eliz., signat. E 2 b, et seq., 
%n the following passages : " 0/ the Fin 
zteaviag and ItaHginff on the parteM t^ mtn anJ' 
Wa'd. This impresi»ion for troth is prodigious 
without any phisicke cause expressing the 
same wlienas the Flame or Fire compasaeth 
Eibout anye person's heade. And thia atiauugt 
wonder and sight doth aigtiiiie the toyal as- 
BBultes of mightie mDuarchies, and kinges, the 
gOTememenles of the emperie, and other mat- 
ten vrotthie memorie, of which the phisicke 
cauaea aufficieot can not be deoionitiatal. 
Seeing, then, auch Fyen or lightea are, aa they 
wer, counterfets or Bguies of matten to come, 
it sufficiently appeaieth that those not lashely 
doappeaieor tnowe but by God'a holy will 
and pleasure sent, (hat they may stgniGe same 
rare matter to men. This Light doth Virgill 
write of in the aeconde booke of Aiineadoa, of 
Aacanius, which had a like Flame burning 
without harme on his heade. Also Livius in 
his first book, and Valerius Maximua, reporte 
of Tullius Serrius, a childe, w' 



a Flan 






hich 



ide aboute the beade withoul 
harme, to the wonder of the beholden i 
sight pronounced, af^ hia ripe age, tht 
ming unto royall estate," 
" tVhal Ufa be Ikmgit e/* Ihe Flame of Fgrw, 

which cleaveth to the hearet of Ihe heade and 

to the hearea ofbeaatea, 

"Experience wilnesaeth, that Ibe Fyre to 
cleave manye times to tlie heads and earet of 
iwBstes, and often Ciai«4 also to the hcadea Aid 
shoulders of men ryding and going on foote. 
For [he eKbaJatitma dii^eameA. 'h^ ■&», «si"' 
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cleaye to the heares of hones, and garmentt of 
men, which of the lightuesse doe so ascend, 
and by the heate kindled. Also this is often 
caused when men and other beastes by a Yehe* 
ment and swift motion wax very bote, that the 
sweate, fattie and clammye, is sent forth, 
which kindled yeldeth this forme. 

*'And the like manner in all places (as afore 
uttered), as eyther in moyst and clammie 
places and marishes, in church-yards, cloys- 
ters, kitchins, under galosses, valleys, and other 
places where many deade bodies are laide, 
doe such burning lightes often appeare. The 
reason is, in that these place? in tlie earth con- 
tinually breatheth forth fatte fumes, grosse 
and clammy, which come forth of dead bo- 
dyes ; and when the fume doth thus continu- 
ally issue forth, then is the same kindled by 
the labouring heate, or by the smiting togither, 
even as out of two flint stones smitten togither 
Fyre is gotten. 

**To conclude, it appeareth that such Fyres 
are seene in moyst kitchins, sinckes, or gut- 
tours, and where the orfall of beastes killed 
are throwne, or in such places most commonly 
are woont to be seene. Such Fyres cleaving, 
doe marveylously amase the fearfull. Yet 
not all Fires which are seene in tlie night are 
perfite Fiers, in that many have a kinde with- 
out a substauiice and heate, as those which are 
the delusions of the Devill, well knowne to 
be the prince of the world, and flyeth about 
in the ayre." 

So in a curious book entitled " A wonder- 
ful History of all the Storms, Hurricanes, 
Earthquakes, &c.," 8vo. Lond. 1704, p. 79, 
occurs the following account " of Flames that 
appear upon the haires of men and beasts, 
their cause. These are sometimes clammy 



exludationt scattered in the air in small parti, 
which, in the nigh^ by the resistance of tiie 
cold, are kindled, by cleaving to horses' ean 
and men's heads and shoulders, riding or 
walking; and tiiat they cleave to hair or gar- 
ments, it is by the same reason the dew cleaves 
to them, they being dry and attractive, and so 
mtnre proper to receive them. Anothor kind 
of these Flames are when the bodies of men 
and beasts are chafed and heated, they send 
forth a fat clammy sweat, which in like maii> 
ner kindles, as is seen by sparkles of Yiie that 
fly about when a black horse is very hard 
curryed in the dark, or as the blue Fire on 
the shells of oysters, caused by the nitrous 
salt.;' 

Livy reports, as has been already noted, of 
Servius Tullius, that sleeping, when a child, 
his hair seemed to be all on a flame, yet it 
did him no harm : he also tells us of one 
Marius, a knight of Rome, who as he was 
making an oration to his soldiers in Spain 
with such vehemency as heated him, his head 
appeared to them all in a Flame, though 
himself was not aware of it.'' 

(**) I suppose our author, when he sayi 
the above is like a Dragon, refers to the com- 
mon graphic descriptions of that imaginary 
creature. (^) It should seem that Blount only 
copied the above from BuUokar's *' Exposi- 
tor," 8vo. 



(a) White, in his " PeripateticaU Institution*," 
p. 156, calls the Fiery Jhcym ** a weaker kind of 
lightning. Its livid colour and its fidlinff without 
noise and slowly, demonstrate a great mixture of 
M'atry exhalation in it." ** "Tis sufficient for its 
shape, that it has some resemblance qfa Dragm, not 
the expresse figure." 



THE END. 
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Abbas Stultoram, i. 274. 

Abb6 de Liesge, i. 277. 

Abb^ de Malgouyern^, i. 274. 

Abbot of Misrule, i. 276. 

Abbot of Unreason in Scotland, i. 274, 277. 

Aberdeen, St. Nicholaa the patron saint of, i. 

196. 
Aberedwy, S.Wales, largeYew trees at, ii. 183. 
Abingdon, co. Berks, Morris dancers of, i. 149. 
custom after the election of a 

Mayor at, i. 199. 
Abracadabra, iii. 151. 
Aches and Corns, prognostications from, iii. 

129. 
Acinetinda, ii. 264. 
Adder-stone, iii. 148. 

Addison, Joseph, plans a barring out at Lich- 
field school, 1. 245. 
Adelm's Bell, St., at Malmesbury Abbey, ii. 

137. 
*' Adieu panniers, vendanges sont faites," ii. 

56. 
Adriatic, espousal of the, by the Doge of 

Venice, i. 118. 
Advent, love divinations practised upon the 

Continent in, i. 32. 
"iEgyptiaci," days so called, i. 22, ii. 27. 
JElian, St., i. 202. 
-ffitites, or Eagle stone, iii. 28. 

superstitiously used at Childbirth, ii. 



42. 



used as a charm, iii. 155. 
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Affiancing custom at Banseribe, in Africa, ii. 

68. 
Africa, belief of the Negroes in, respecting the 

superintendence of subordinate spirits, i. 

199. 

wedding customs in, ii. 95. 

" Afternoon Musicke,'' ii. 100. 

Agatha, St., i. 196, 197, 198, 202. 

Agathe's Letters, St., iii. 152. 

Aguan, or Tignan, St., i. 204. 

Agnes Day, or Eve, St., i. 21, 22, iii. 68. 

• Account of, from Naogeorgus. i. 21 . 

vol.. III. 



Agreement-bottle at Marriages in Ireland, ii . 86. 

Agues, superstitious cures for, iii. 149, 153, 
171. 

Aguilaneuf, Aguilanleu, i. 249. 

Aix in Provence, celebration of the Feast of 
Corpus Christi at, i. 27. 

Alba Fortunata, Prince of, the titles of one of 
the Lords of Misrule, i. 275. 

Alban's Abbey, St., sardonyx at, iii. 160. 

Alcala, Midsummer Eve festivities at, i. 167. 

Ale, festival so called, etymology of, i. 158. 

synonymous with Yule, i. 258. 

Clerk's, i. 105, 158, 159. 

Ale-feasts, various denominations of, i. 158, 
159. • 

Alehouse or Tavern Signs, ii. 215 — 218. 

Alehouses, Tobacco in, ii. 221 — 223, 

Alexandre, Roman d', MS. i. 48. 

account of the Gamee^ &c., pre- 
served in the margin of the, ii. 233. 

Alfred, King, Law of, concerning Holidays, i. 
103. 

Alholde, or Gobelyn, i. 3. 

Alkibla, work so entitled, on worshipping to- 
wards the East, ii. 196. 

All Fools Day, i. 76 — 83. 

' etymology of, i. 76, 77. 

supposed to mean Auld Fool's 

Day, i. 77. 



Poor Robin*s description of 
the fooleries of, i. 78. 

■humorous Jewish origin of, i.82. 



All Fours, ii. 266. 

Allhallow, or All Saints Day, custom of ring- 
ing bells on, i. 211. 

poor people in Staffordshire go a 

souling on, i. 217. 

Allhallow Even, i. 209 — 218. 

sowing of Hempseed on 



i. 186. 



i. 211. 



215. 



celebration of in Ireland, 
> customs in Scotland on, i. 
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Allh ALLOW Even, ringing of bells on, i. 218. 

Dumb Cake on, iii. 176, 

All-hid, ii. 235. 

All Saints Eve, Hres on, i. 216. 

Almsliouses, few in number before the Re- 

formation, i. 160. 
Alnwick, co. Northumb. freedom of, i. 240. 
custom of playing foot* ball at the 

castle of, on Shrove Tuesday, i. 52. 
Altar, bowing towardi the, ii. 194 — 197. 
Altamum, co. Coniwall, St. Nun's Well at, 

iii. 149. 
Altars in Papal Rome placed towards the 

East, ii. 195. 
Amaranthus strewed on Tombs by the Greeks, 

ii. 159. 
Ambarvalia, i. 121. 
Ambassador, game of, ii. 266. 
Amersden, co.Oxf., funeral custom at,ii. 153. 
Amoreux, le Prince d', annually chosen in 

France before Lent, i. 44. 
Amphidromia, feast of, at Athens, ii. 49. 
Amsterdam, bawds of, believed a Horse-shoe 

to bring good luck to their houses, iii. 12. 
Amulets, iii. 171 — 173. 

— Molluka beans used as, iii. 25. 

Andrew, explanation of the term, i. 80, 81. 
ANDREW, St., i. 196, 200, 202. 
Andrews Day, St. i. 226, 227. 

■ • — sheep's heads borne in 

procession before the Scots in London on, 

1. 227. 
Andrew's School, St., customs at, i. 205. 
Angel, coin so called, i. 221. 
given by our kings when touching for 

the evil, iii. 161. 
Angels, Guardian, opinions concerning, i. 204. 
Anglo-Norman Carol, i. 263. 
Anglo-Saxons, marriage customs of the, n. 

99, 101, no. 

— . burial customs of the, ii. 148. 

Angus, Earl of, supposed to have died of Sor- 
cery and incantation, a. d. 1588, iii. 35. 

Angus and Lothian, sport of Cat and Dog 
used in, ii. 'J43. 

superstitions in Angus lelatiiig to the 

Moon, iii. 76. 

Ant, an omen of Weather, iii. 133. 

Anteluciuum, noctuinal TigU in tkt Clniich of 
Rom« ao QtUid« U. 99. 

AntW, 8^ ^ JliiMll^ail, Sl% 10^ 
3Nm 




Anthony's Pigs, St, i. 200. 

*^ Anthropomancia,^' iii. 174. 

Apostle Spoons, ii. 48, 52. 

Apparition, Gay's Tale of the, iii. 41. 

— ^— -^— story of an, iiL 43, 44. 

Apparitions, iii. 37 — 45. 

Apple kernels and parings, Loye divioatioiift 

with, i. 213, 214. 
Applecross, co. of Roes, superstitions at, iii. 

153. 
Apples, new, blessed upon St. Jameses Day, i. 

190. 

spells by, i. 210, 214. 

sport of catching at, i. 209, 211, 275. 

— .^ on Allhallow Eve, 

i. 212. 
Apple Trees, christening of, on the eve of 

Twelfth Day, i. 19. 
— ^— __ on St. Switbin s 

Day, i. 189. 
Apprentices, Shrove Tuesday the particular 

holiday of, i. 41, 52. 

box of, at Christmas, i. 271. 

April, ceremonies on the 1st of, i. 76 — 83. 

thoughtson in **The World,"No.X.,i79. 

prevalent among the Swedes, i. 77.' 

held in esteem among the Alchemists, 

i. 78. 

celebrated in India, L 78. 

Growks, i. 77. 

Verses on, i. 83. 

four last days of, observed in honour of 

the Goddess Flora, i. 129. 

borrowed days of, ii. 25, 26. 

Fools, custom of making, referred to 



the rape of the Sabines, i. 81. 
Aquisgraua, St Mary of, i. 196. 
Amm, Eugene, his account of the Mell Sapper, 

ii. 18. 
**Aratnim circumducere,'' the drawing a 

Plough about, mentioned in Linden- 

brogius s Codex Legum antiquanim, i. 

278,281. 
Arbiter bibendi, i. 19. 
Arbor Judae, iii. 155. 
Archert, ii. 235. 
Arga, I. e. Cuckold, ii. 123. 
Armi^rong, Archibald, King Charles I.^s jester, 

or fool, i. 144, 154. 
Arnold, St, i. 202. 
AifQfws, divination by, iii. 175. 

IS a charm, iiL 165. 



INDEX. 



M7 



Arthel Dinner, ii. 148. 

Arthur, Game of, ii. 267. 

Arvals, w Arvils, Fttntral Entertainments 

so calledf ii. 147. 
Arvel bread, etymology of, ii. 148. 
Amndel, chequer in the Arms of the Earl of, 

ii. 218. 
Ascension Day, Account of, in Googe's 
Translation of " Naogeorgus," i. 117. 

' custom of hailing ihe Lamb on, i. 
118. 

' the Doge of Venice weds the Adri- 
atic on, i. 118. 

inhabitants of Nantwich sing a 



hymn of thanksgiving on, for the blessing 
of the Brine, i. 120. 

perambulations on, i. 123. 



Ascension Even, payments for bread and drink 

on, i. 122. 
Ash-heapes, i. 4. 

Ash Tree, operation performed with the, to 
cure ricKety or ruptured children, iii. 
156, 157. 
Ash Wednesday, i. 63 — 57. 

■ how distinguished by the 

peasantry of France, i. 44. 

Naogeorgus s account of, i. 



53. 



in some places called Pul- 
ver Wednesday, i. 55. 

custom on, used in Ger- 



many, i. 56. 



Fool-Plough and Sword 

dance used on, upon the Continent, i. 278. 
Ashen faggot, the, i. 256. 
Ashes, ceremonies of blessing and giving on 

Ash Wednesday, i. 53, 56. 
Ashill, CO. Somerset, Yew trees at, ii. 164. 
Asiimole, Elios, hangs Spiders about his neck 

to cure the Ague, iii. 148. 
Asp, the best arrows made of, ii. 159. 
Ass, vulgar error relating to the, iii. 105. 
Ass of wood drawn on Palm Sunday, i. 73. 
Asses or Mules, Omens of Weather, iii. 107. 
Assize, Maiden, white gloves given at a, ii. 79. 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary, i. 192. 
Aston, near Birmingham, Christmas custom 

at the house of Sir — Holt, Bart, at, i. 257. 
Astrology, remarks on, iii. 181, 182, 183, 184. 
Athenians, sacred Ploughings of the, i. 282. 
cock-fighting practised by the, ii. 

35, 36. 



Athens, Apollo and Minerva preside over, i.l96. 
Atkinson, Margaret, funeral feast of, ad. 1544 

ii. 148. ' 

Attica, old inhabitants of, buried looking to« 

wards the East, ii. 195. 
Augsburgh, St. Hulderich or Ulric, the patron 

saint of, i. 200. 
August, Gule op, commonfy called Lammas 

Day, i. 191, 192. 
« Au guy I'an neuf," i. 249. 
Auk, Great, Augury by the, iii. 115, 116. 
Auld Ane, a name for the Devil, ii. 297. 
Avoch, CO. Ross, custom of Penny Weddings 

retained at, ii. 93. 

funeral customs at, ii. 168. 

Aurengzebe, reckons Friday to be unlucky, ii. 

28. 
Auricula Judae, iii. 155. 
Avril, Poisson d', i. 76 
Austria, St. Colmar and St. Leopold, the 

patron saints of, i. 196. 
Autumnal Fire, kindled in North Wales on 

Allhallow Eve, i. 216. 
Auxerre, I'Abbfi de Liesse at, i. 277. 
"A you a hinny," song of, i. 267. 
Ayrshire, Beltan in, on St. Peter's Day, i. 187. 
— — creeling in, ii. 56, 

Baal, Beal, or Bealin, remains of the worship 
of, i. 134, 175. 

Baal, or Bael fyr, i. 173. 

Babies of the Eyes, iii. 25, 26. 

Babylas tlie Martyr, removal of the body of. 
ii. 165. ' 

Bacchus, verses in praise of, made by the 
Eton Boys on Shrove Monday, i. 36. 

Bacon, Duiimow flitch of, ii. 111. 

similar custom at Whichnovre m Staf- 
fordshire, ii. 113. 

** Baculus divinatorius,^^ iii. 175. 

Bairin-breac, ilie name of a cake made in Ire- 
land on St. Bridget's Eve, i. 190. 

Ball, play at the, on Shrove Tuesday de- 
scribed by Fitzstephen, i. 45. 

Ballikinrain,co. Stirling, YewTreesat, ii.l63 

Ball Money at Weddings, ii. 98. 

Balmano, St. John's Well at,ii. 231. 

Balow, etymology of, i. 267. 

Baltein, i. 134. 

Banbury, Mop or Statute Fair at, ii. 270. 

Bandothy, co. Perth, Harvest customs at, ii. 18. 

Banners, belonging to Christ Church, Canter- 

q2 
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\rtiry, uMd in the proconoiw oo Roga- 

timi Day, i. 120. 
B^ui^!t»t ftpiin, &c., hung oyer the tombs of 

knighU, ii. \k9. 
Itaiiruirk, St. Micliael'9, i. 207. 
BAiutfrilje, in Africa, affiancing custom at, ii. 

5H. 
Ikiftiiin, •u{ierttitioiis relating to in Scotland, 

ii. If). 
. in North Wale* relat> 

ing to wat4*r after liaiRitm, ii. 228. 
Hairtizing of llelU, ii. 120, 136. 
JkrUra, Ht., i. 107,202. 
Hauhkkn'Hkinh, ii.2lH, 219. 

forft'iU, ii. 220. 

. Uny'n (hMcriiition of a Barber's 

Khop, ii.210. 
lUrKiinnin WitchoR, iii. IH. 
lliifKiH'Hl of York, iii. i!i. 
** I III r la- brack « ubout tiin stiu^^ks,** ii. 237. 
llAiii.KY Uhkak, ii. 2:m— 238, i. 105. 
|lHrnttbiui,Ht.,f(*w (!)iurch«w (U>(licate(lto,ii.4. 
-- ■- — I rnii)(*«lH said to l>e frequent on 

<hi« day of, ii. 3(K 
Hamnaiian I)ay, Ht,. i. 102, 103. 

•-—■■<■ — -..- court for the forest of lu- 

glrwootl krpt on, i. Ml. 
. - ■ ■ w\^\\\ of tlio proverb of " Bar- 

naby lliiKbt,'* i. 102. 
^ - progntMtioutiou couoeniing, ii. 

lliinmoU^M, iii. 103, UM. 

|lMii««nurM, furtMKi) rbunus against, enume- 

iHtml bv Ibdi^. ii. -11. 
Ilaniuu out \\\ NrbooU, i. 2b\ 
Ibutbobuuow Ibitty, ii. 27U. 
iUHVU<MOMtcM*N 1>A>, St.. b 103, 101. 

cuntoni on, at Cn^y- 

1iu\d .\bti«*\,ofgivi\tgbttb»kniv<Hi, i. lOt. 
Ibutbob^mow Wu', ii. 'ill. 
lUt>a«, in \\w Ulv of U'wim custom at on the 

UtofMrtv.i. ViS, 

llM«d, MUt'UlUlt ol'» UU ll^V 

lU*d, ^^^OuImIiou ui \\w Syiunl i\f« a^tduiwt th« 

V^^<ul of V\^»U, t. ^3^, 
Uv«u\«K. ot tNHKVVMU'Vv m«:IO^ 
U^^^\vb«^ Uo\ d»\ ». W» 
lUvM^u. o 'y^^^ 
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Bats, toperstltion caticenuBg, iii. 99. 
Bbttle Edge, tie place of Cutfared*8 victory 

orer Ethelbald, king of Mnrcia, i. 16S. 
Batt's earring knives, i. 266. 
Bavaria, St. Wolfgang and St. Mary Antigaoa 

the patron Saints of, L 196. 
Bavo, St., i. 200. 
Baxter, Richard, his account of the Well at 

Oundle, ii.226. 
Bay-leaves, Houses decked vrith at Chiistmai, 

i. 284. 
-^— -^— - worn against thunder, iii. 166. 
Bay Trees, withering of, a Death-Omen, iii. 

121. 
Bays used at Weddings, ii. 74, 75. 
Bead of Glass, Druid's, called the Ovum An- 

guinum, iii. 148. 
Beaker, ii. 202. 
Bean-King, i. 275. 
Beans, choice of a King and Queen by, i. 16, 

17. 

on Midlent Sunday, i. 62. 

^— Erasmus's remarks on the religious 

use of, i. 62. 

■ eating of in Lent allegorized, i. 66. 

Molluka, used as charms, iii. 25. 



Bear-baiting, ii. 241. 

■ a Christmas sport, i. 253. 

Bearing the Bkli., iii. 214. 

Bearne, or Bani bishop, i. 233. 

Bears, vulgar error relating to the Cubs 
of, iii. 195. 

Beasts eating greedily, an omen of bad wea- 
ther, iii. 132. 

Braver, vutgar trror concerning the, iii. 19S. 

Beaulieu, Mary Dore^ the parochial witch 
of, iii. 10. 

'< Beccho,'* Italian word, ii. 115. 

Beckot, St. Thomas, archbishop, i. 202. 

-^— ^ establishes the observance of Trinity 
Sunday in England, i. 161. 

the hall of his house strewed every day 




with green rushes, ii. 191, 192. 
Bed. Bridal, ancientlj blened, ii. 109. 
«^— > aucitiit charm ror the^ iiu 165. 
Bed** Wnd. knocking at the, iii. 121. 

!*• Welly at Jamnr, oo. Northumberland, 

BhtoI Jack and Gill in, ii. 16. 
ENflBMfbralbQl,!. 15L 

Lisa. 

imctioe <tf tiiiiiio& 



INDBX. 



m 



when the corpse of the ovmet is removed 

fur buriaJ, ii. 183. 
tech, at Midsummer, i. 177. 
!es, superstitions relating to, ii. 199, 184, 

iii. 118, 119. 
iesom placed at the tdp-mast head of a Ship 

or Boat to be sold, li. 270. 
iggar-my-neighbour, ii. 238. 
ill, the patron of the Babylonians, i. 200. 
!ll, to bear the, i. 46, iii. 214. 

— Capon, ii. 134. 

— Curfew, ii. 138. 

— Mot, ii. 138. 

— Pancake, i. 50, 51, li. 129. 

— Passing, ii. 128—140. 

— StAdelm'8,ii. 137. 

file Savage Inn, sign of the, ii. 216. 
flls, ringing of, on New Year's Eve in Lon' 
don, i. 10. 

— on Allhallows Day, i. 211, 213. 

— when women were in labour, ii. 43. 
at marriages, ii, 99, 

— invention of, ii. 128, 129. 

— baptizing of, ii. 129, 136. 

— custom of rejoicing with, ii. 129. 

— Jews use trumpets for, ii. 129. 

— ringing of to ease the pain of the dead, 

ii. 134. 

— monkish rhymes on the offices of, ii. 135. 

— ceremony of blessuig or consecrating, ii. 

135. 

— christened in honour of St Wenefride, 

ii. 136. 

— given to churches by StDunstan,!!. 136. 

— great' objects of superstition, ii. 136. 

— lines on, from Googe's translation of 

Naogeorgus, ii. 137. 

— ringing of against thmider, ii. 137. 

-— on the arrival of Kmperors, 

Bishops, &c., at places un- 
der their own jurisdiction, ii. 
137. 

— funeral or dead peal, ii. 139. 
(lly-blind, ii. 238. 

Itan on St. Peter's Day in Ayrshire, i. 187. 
Itan, or Baltein day, a name used in 

Perthshire for the first day of May, i. 127. 
Iteing, celebration of, in Cumberland, i. 182, 
Itine, La, i. 127. 
nedict, St., i. 196, 197. 
lenedictio Pumorum m die Sancti Jacobi/ 

i. 190. 



Benediction Posset, ii. 108. 

Benshea, or the ihrieking woman, deatli omen, 

lir. 121. 
" Berchot," ii. 104. 

Berger, le Jeu de, et dela Bergtre^ i. 151. 
"Berisch,'»ii.l81. 
Berkeley, Maurice, fourth Lord, preparation* 

for the funeral feast of, ii. 148. 
■ Robert, second Lord, buried in a 

monk*8 cowl, iii. 172. 
Berking, Nunnery, co. Essex, custom at on 

St. Ethelburgh's Day, L 208. 
Berkshire, ring superstition in, iii. 150. 
Berlin, the ringing of Bells at against Tem- 
pests forbidden, ii. 137, 
Beman, Lord, writes to Cardinal Wolsey for 

Gnmp-rings, i. 89. 
Beryl, or Christal, used by sorcerers, iii. 31. 
Bessy, one of the characters of the Sword-dance, 

i. 283. 
Betbothino Customs, ii. 54 — 61. 
— . difference between the betroth- 
ing ceremony and that of 
Marriage pointed out, ii. 
61. 
Beverage, ii. 204. 
Biberidge, ii. 20^4. 

Bible, put at night under the pillows of coun- 
try girls, iii. 5S. 

fanning the fecc of the sick with Ar 

leaves of the, iii. 146. 
Bible and Key, divination by the, iii. 160, 

188, 189. 
Bible, Church, weighing of Witches against 

the, iii. 13. 
Bid or Bidder Ale, ii. 51. 
Biddenden Cakus, i. 91. 
Bidding to WedHings, Welsh practice of, 

ii. 92. 
Billiards, ii. 215. 
Billingsgate, custom of the Stump or Bosse at, 

i.ll4. 
Birch-bow es, against Midirammer, i. 177. 
Birch-poles, used anciently as Signs for Ale- 
houses, ii. 217. 
Birch- tree used for May-poles, i. 139. 
Birds begin to couple on St Valentine's Day, 
i. 33. 

divinations by, iii. 113. 

Birdsney, i. 47. 

Birk at Yuk E'en, bare as tiie, a Scottishr 

proverb, i. 255. 
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BiBKiB, ii. 238. 

Birmiugbam, St Bartholomew's Chapel in, 

not placed due East and Wett, ii. 198. 
Bishop in the Pan, iii. 207. 
Bishop's Stortford,co. Herts, custom at on Old 

Michaelmas Day, i. 208. 
Bishop^s Well, at Tottenham, co.'Middz. ii. 

226. 
Bittern, iii. 115, 116. 
** Black is your Eye,'* the Saying of, iii. 24, 

25. 
Black used in Moubnino at Funerals, ii. 

172. 
Black Jack, ii. 206. 
Black Lad, shooting the, ii. 259. 
Black Monday, i. 247. 
Black Puddmgs, i. 221. 
Black Witches, iii. 5, 6. 
Blacks of the Eyes, iii. 24, 25. 
Blade-bone, Divination by the^ iii. 179. 
Blaise or Blaze, ST.,i. 196, 197, 201, 202. 
Blandy, Miss, dying declaration of, iii. 162. 
Blaze's Day, St., i. 29, 30. 

Minshew refers Hoc-tide to, i. 1 10. 

Blazes, i. 256. 

Bleeding at the Nose, iii. 124. 

— — — charm for, iii. 167. 

■ of murdered persons at the presence 

of the murderer, iii. 121, 123, 124. 
Blenheim House, representation of a Cock B.t, 

i. 48. 
Blessing Fire, i. 176. 
Blessing Witch, the, ii. 5. 
Blind-boe, ii. 238. 
Blind Harie, ii. 238. 
Blind Kuhe, ii. 238. 
Blindman s Buff, ii. 238. 
Blocksberg, May customs on the mountain of, 

i. 128. 
Blood, drawing of from witches, iii. 11. 
" Blood without groats," proverb of, L 221. 
Bloody-bones, ii. 296. 
Blow Point, ii. 239. 
Blue-balls, Pawnbroker's, ii, 216. 
Blue-clue, spell by the, on Allhallow Even, 

i. 210, 214. 
Blue coats, formerly worn by people of fashion 

on St. George's Day, i. 114. 
Boadicea, Queen of the Iceni, sends a Hare 

from her bosom as an Omen, ii. 519. 
Boards used instead of Bells by the Turks, 

ii. 129. 



Boar'a-head, served up at Christmas, i 

266,291. 

— — Carol at bringing it in, i. 264. 
Boats, sprinkling of fishermen's, to make them 

prosper, i. 218. 
Bogleboe explained, ii. 295. 
Boh, the name of a Gothic general, used to 

frighten children, ii. 295. 
Bohemia, St. Wenceslausi, the patron Saint o^ 

i. 196. 
Death-Omens peculiar to certain 

fiimilies of, iiL 122. 
Boleyn, Anne, wore yellow mouming for 

Catherine of Arragon, ii. 172. 
Bombards, iL 905. 
Bonefires, i. 186. 

origin and etymology of, i. 173. 

on Midsummer Eve, i. 177. 

canon against^ on New Moons, i. 

178. 
Boneshave, iii. 148. 
Books, by way of funeral tokens, formerly 

given away at burials in England, iL 

151. 
Booksellers' Shops, how formerly adorned od 

St. Bartholomew's Day, i. 193. 
Boon of Shearers, ii. 19. 
Boossenning, iii. 149. 
Borde, Dr. Andrew, account of, i. 81. 
Borrowed, or Borrowing Days, ii. 25, 26. 
Borrowstowness, co. of Linlithgow, custom at, 

at the burials of poor people^ ii. 134. 
Boscobel, Dr. Stukeley*s account of the Royal 

Oak at^ i. 156. 
Botanomancy, iiL 163. 
Bough, green, of a tree, fastened against booses 

by the Irish on May Day, L 128. 
Boughs, hallowed on Midsuxnmer Day, hong 
at the stall door where cattle stand, to 
prevent Witches, i. 171. 
Boulogne, St. Martin the patron Saint of, L 

200. 
" Bounce buckram," proverb of, i. 266, 268. 
Bowed money given as a token of affectioD 

from one relation to another, ii. 59. 
Bowing towaros the Altar, or Com- 
munion Table, on entering the 

Church, ii. 194. 
Bows and Bowyers, statutes relating to, ii. 

159, 160. 
Box garlands on St. Barnabas Day, i. 162. 
Box tree confounded with the Palm, i. 71. 
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Box tree, sprigs of substituted tat Palm on 
Palm Sunday, i. 68, 71. 

— ■ sprigs of, used at Funerals, ii. 164. 

Boxing, ii. 239, 240. 

Boy- Bishop, custom of electing a, i. 228, 242. 

' one says vespers before King Ed- 

ward I., i. 228. 

ceremony of the, practised in va- 



rious Cathedrals and otiier Churches in 
England, i. 228, 229. 

show of, abrogated by a Pro- 



clamation in 1542, i. 229, 236, 237. 

restored under Queen Mary, i. 



229, 236. 

put down again by Queen Eliza- 
beth, ibid. 

practice of electing one subsisted 



in common grammar-schools, i. 229. 

traces of the history of the, as 



early as 867 or 870, i. 232. 

notices of the, in the statutes of 



Salisbury and York Cathedrals, i. 233. 
Inventory of the robes and oma* 



ments of the, in the Northumberland 
Household Book, i. 233. 

extracts from various Inventories 



concerning, i. 233. 

service of the, set to music, i. 233, 



234. 



elected at Eton School on St. 

Hugh s Day, i. 237. 

acquittance by, given to the re- 



ceiver of his subsidy, i. 242. 

Bracara, Council of, forbade Christians to de- 
corate their Houses with Bay leaves and 
green boughs, i. 284. 

Braggot, i. 64, 104. 

BbAnks, iii. 55. 

Braughing, co. Herts, Kitchen furniture kept 
at, for Wedding Entertainments, ii. 91. 

Bread, physical charms by, iii. 160. 

Bread baked on All-halioween Day, i. 217. 

Bread and Butter, Child's, superstition con- 
cerning, ii. 51. 

Bread and Salt, Oath by, iii. 84. 

Breaking money, a betrothing custom, ii. 59. 

Breaking up. School custom of, i. 245. 

Brecknockshire, the graves in, generally deco- 
rated with slips of Bay or Yew, ii. 190. 

Breeding wives, expenses of to their husbands 
enumerated, ii. 45. 

Breedon, William, a great smoker, ii. 222. 



Brentford, expenses of a Whitsuntide Ale 

at, in 1621, i. 160. 
Brewood, co. Staff., Well customs at, ii. 229. 
Brice's Day, St., massacre of the Danes on, 

i. 109, 110, HI, 113. 
Brickhill, CO. Bucks, the Town of, formerly 
decked with Birch on Midsummer Eve, 
i. 177 
Bridal, solemn country, at Kenilworth, to 

amuse Queen Elizabeth, ii. 101. 
Bridal Bed, decked with sprigs of Rosemary, 
ii. 74. 

■ formerly blessed, ii. 109, 110. 

Bride and Bridegroom, kiss over the Bride- 

Cakes, ii. 64. 

^— — crowned with flowers 

among the Anglo-Saxons, ii. 76. 

custom in Normandy for the, to throw 

a ball over the church to be 
scrambled for, ii. 98. 

sun to shine upon, a good omen, ii. 

103. 
casting off the left hose of the, ii. 104. 

on first entering the Bridegroom's 

house to be lifted over the thresh- 
old, ii. 104. 

unlucky, if she did not weep on the 

wedding day, ii. 104, 105. 

ancient superstition that to have good 

fortune she should enter the 
house under two broad swords, 
ii. 105. 

■ placed in bed next the left hand of 

her husband, ii. 108. 

-^— sewing up of the, in one of the sheets, 
ii. 108, 111. 

Bride Ale, ii. 90—95, 158, 159. 

custom of, at Hsiles-Owai, ii. 91. 

Bride Bush, ii. 92. 

Bride Cake, ii. 62, 64. » 

divinations with, ii. 103, 104. 

Bride Cup, ii. 72. 

Bride Favours, ii. 67 — 70. 

Bridegroom Men,u. 71. 

Bridegroom's points, ii. 80. 

— sole of ihe bridegroom's shoe to 

be laid upon the Bride*s 

head, ii. 104. 
Bride-Knights, ii. 71. 
Bride Knives, ii. 82. 
Bride Lace at Weddings, ii 81. 
Bride Maids, ii. 70, 71. 
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Bride Maids, presented the Bridegroom, on 

his first appearance in the 
moroingy with Rosemary, 
ii.74. 
Bride Paste, ii. 85. 
Bride Pye, ii. 109. 
Bride Wain, ii. 93. 
Bridget, St., i. 190, 202. 
■ — Cake made in Ireland upon her 

Eve, i. 190. 
Bridget, St, Virgin of Kildare, i. 190. 
Bride's bed, i. 27. 

Brine, blessing of the, at Nantwich, i. 120. 
Brinkebume Abbey, Northumberland, reputed 

witch at, iii. 24. 
Briony, roots of, iii. 10. 
Britons, ancient, put certain girdles about 

women in labour, ii. 41. 
Brockenhurst Church, in the New Fores! , old 

oak and yew trees at, ii. 161. 
Brok, name of, still in use among fanneta' 

draught oxen, i. 293. 
Bromfield school, co. Cumb., custom of bar- 
ring out the Master at, i. 45. 

Haly or Holy Well at, ii. 228. 

Bromley, Abbots, or Pagets, co. Staff., Christ- 
mas Hobby-horse at, i. 269. 

Broom, prognosticates Weather, iiu 133. 
Brooms, custom of attaching, to the mast 

heads of ships on sale, ii. 270. 
Broose, Hiding for the, ii. 96. 
Brown, bishop of Cork, writes against drinking 

memories, ii. 208, 209. 
Brown, Sir Humphrey, great dinner at the 

Funeral of, ii. 149. 
Browne, Hawkins, parodies by, ii. 223. 
Brownies, ii. 276. 
Browny, the spirit so called, ii. 284-5, iii. 119. 

Milton's description of, ii. 284. 

Brudskall, ii. 95. 

Bruges, St Mary and St.Donatian, the patron 
saints of, i. 200. 

Bruisers spit in their hands previous to begin- 
ning their diversions, iii. 140. 

Brussels, St. Mary, St. Gudula, and St.Ursula, 
patron saints of, i. 200. 

Buchau, Duller of, iii. 44. 

Buchanan presents a poetical New Year's 
Gift to Mary Queen of Scots, i. 11. 

Buckler Play, ii. 240. 

Bude, Epitaph on at St Germains, Paris, 
iL170. 



Bufonites, or Toad stonea, iiL 28. 
Bugs, an old word for Terrors^ ii. 295. 
Bdll and Bear Baiting, ii. 241, 242. 
'* Bull and Gate,*' explanation of the ngn of 

the, ii. 216. 
« Bull and Mouth,'* ibid. 
Bull Running in the Town of Stamford, 

ii. 39, 40. 
Bullen, or Boleyn, Anne, wean yellow 

mourning, ii. 172. 
Buller of Buchan, iii. 44. 
Bulls, baiting of mentioned by Fitzstephen, 
ii. 241. 
■ ■' Misson's account of, as practised/. 

Will. II. ii. 242. 
Bumpers, antiquity of, ii. 250. 
Bumping persons, custom of, to make tiiein 

remember parish boundajries, i. 123. 
Bun, Good-Friaay, i. 88. 
Buonaparte, superstition of, re^)ecting the 

•breaking of a Looking Glass, iii. 87. 
Burcester, co. Oxford, christening custom a^ 

ii 51. 
Burford, custom at^ of carrying a Dragon 

about on Midsummer Eve^ i. 168. 
Burgarde,St.,i. 196. 

Burghley, William Lord, advice of concern- 
ing unlucky days, ii. 30. 
Burgundy, St Andrew and St Mary the 

patron saints of, i. 196. 
Burial, places of, supposed to be haunted by 

spectres and apparitions, 
ii. 178. 
: anciently witiumt the waUs 

of Cities and Towns, ii. 178. 
Burial Feasts, ii. 147. 
Burials, offerings at, ii. 153. 
Burning the dead, pagan custom of,abolisKed, 

ii. 154. 
Burre, or Brugh, about the Moon, iii. 74. 
Bush, the badge of a country al^ous^ ii* 

215, 216. 
Butchers, ancient regulation conoeming^ at 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, L 36. 
Butler's Box at Christmas, i. 272. 
Butter, charm used in churning of, iii. 205. 
Buzzards, or Kite^ superstition CGBoeming, id. 

. 111,112. 
BuzzA, TO BuzzA One, ii. 210. 
Byfield church, co. Northampton, Corfcv 

Bell at, ii. 139. 
Byson, holy, explanation of the tcnn, i. 2881 
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Cabbage, tailor*9, etymology of, i. 90S. 
CaermardieB, custom of biddiog al, ii. M. 
Caenrii, in Wales, custom at on die Eve of 

TbuTsday after Trinity Sunday, i. 162. 
<'Cagg, To cagg,** a military term, explained, 

iii. 142. 
XmtM, the parting exclamation of die Greeks^ 

ii. 167. 
Cake at Twelfth- tide, i. 12, 17, 18. 
baked in honour of die Virgin's Wing in, 

i. 18. 
Cake, Groaning, ii. 44. 
Cake or Bannock, St MichaeFs, i. 207. 
Cake Night, the Eve of All Samts, so called 

at Ripon, in Yorkshire, i. 217. 
Calamint, used as a charm, iii. 165. 
Caldelia, sea monster so called, iii. 1 18. 
Calf, superstition in the co. of Stirling, of 

forcing cow- dung into its mouth as soon 

as calved, iii. 138. 
Callander, co. Pferdi, Baltein custom retained 

at, i. 127. 
Callot, etchings of Gipsies by, iii. 49. 
Calypso, iii. 6. 
Camhridge, May-day custom at, i. 133. 

Lord of Misrule at, i. 275, 277. 

■ custom of blowing horns in, on 

the 1st of May, ii. 16. 

Harvest Home customs'at, ii. ibid. 

Riding the Stang at, ii. 118. 

- Cucking Stool in use at, iii. 52, 



53. 

Cambuca, die Latin name of Golf, ii. 24S. 
Cam'bleon, The, iii. 198. 
Campana, etymology of, ii. 135. 
Campian's epigram ** in Comutos,** ii. 117. 
Campsie, co. Stirling, Lyke* wakes at, ii. 143. 
Candle, Holy, used at child-births, ii. 41. 
Candle Omens, iii. 94, 130. 
Candlemas ]>at, i. 24, 29. 
-^— — — traditions relating to die weather 

on, i. 27. 



28. 



account of, from Naogeorgus, i. 

proverbs relating to, i. 29. 
Candlemas>Eve, ceremonies for, from Her- 

rick's « Hesperides,*' i. 26. 
Candle-socket, ancient, at St. John's College, 

Oxford, i. 255. 
Candles, hallowingof,on CandlemasDay, i. 25. 
■I wax, lighted at wheat seeding by the 

monks of & Edmundsbury^ i. 217. 



Candles, burning of, over a corpse, ii. 145. 

— dead men's, iii. 126, 127. 

Canisbay, co. Caithness, superstition of the 

Sinclairs in, ii. 28. 
Canopy, velvet, used at marriages by die 

Jews, 289. 
Canterbury, the celebration of Christmas first 

put down at, i. 259. 
Canute, St., i. 196. 
« Canum Ululatus," iii. 97. 
Capon Bell, ii. 134. 
Capons, a usual present from tenants to their 

landlords on New Year's Day, i. 8. 
Cappy-hole, ii. 243. 
Carcan, iii. 56. 
Cards, Popular Notices concerning, ii. 

265. 
Care, Carr, or Karr, meaning of, i. 62, 63, 65. 
Care or Carle Sunday, customs on, i. 62, 64, 65. 
account of from the translatiou of 

Naogeoigus, i. 63. 
Care Cloth, ii. 89. 
Caring Fair, observed at Newark, i. 64. 
Carling Groat, i. 65. 
Carlings, i. 62, 64. 
Camiscapium, i. 43. 

Carnival, Roman, vestiges of the, in Shrove- 
tide, i. 43. 
account of the, from Joannes Boemus # 

Aubanus, i. 43. 

how celebrated at Minorca, i. 44. 



Carol, Christmas, i. 262. 

** Gloria in excelsis,"* the earliest, ibid. 

Anglo-Norman, of the 13th century, 

with a translation, i. 263. 

for a Wassail Bowl, i. 2. 

on serving up the Boar's Head, i. 264. 

ancient Scottish, i. 264. 

later Carols, i. 265, 266, 267. 

in praise of the Holly, i. 287. 



Carp eaten for supper at Hamburgh on Christ- 
mas Eve, i. z57. 

Carr Freytag, i. 62. 

Carrier, the Witches, iii. 7. 

Carrying Evergreens at Fitjerals, ii. 153. 

Carthage, Juno presides over, i. 196. 

Carting, ancient method of, in London, i. 52. 

Carvers invoking cuckolds* names to hit joints, 
ii. 125. 

Casting off the Bride's left hose, ii. 101. 

Casting op Stones, ii. 212. 

Castor and Pollux, meteor so called^ iU« 
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Cat, the familiar of Witches, iii. 3. 

caid to have nine lives, iii. 22, 23. 

— ^ barbarous sport with a, at Kelso, iii. 

3,4. 
Cat and Doo, ii. 243, 
Cat in Barrel, sport of, iii. 4. 
Cat and Bottle, iii. 23. 
Cat V THE Hole, ii. 243. 
Cat in Pan, burning the, iii. 211. 
Catharine's Day, St., i. 225, 226. 
— — ^— — Camden's account of the 

celebration of, in Ireland, i. 226. 
'* Cathedra Stercoris'' of Domesday, iii. 53. 
Catheming, i. 226, 237. 
Catoptromancy, iii. 87. 
Cats locked up in Orkney, when a corpse is 

laid out, li. 144. 
their leaping over a corpse portends 

misfortune, ii. 144. 

reverenced by the Egyptians, iii. 3. 

Cats, Rats, and Mice, superstitions relating 

to, iii. 98. 
Cattle, Evil Eye against, iii. 24. 
Caul, Child's, iii. 59 — 62. 
Cauldron of the Witches, as described by 

Olaus Magnus, iii. 8. 
Cawood, ancient gold ring found at, i. 170. 
Cecilia, St., i. 208. 

Cecrops, said to have introduced Funeral En- 
tertainments, ii. 147. 
Celtic Mythology, presiding Spirits of the 

Waters in, ii. 228. 
Cent, or Mount Sant, ii. 266. 
Cent- Foot, ii. 244. 
Cerealia, i. 187. 
Ceres, i. 190. 
■ figure of, dressed up during Harvest in 

the county of Durham, ii. 19. 
Chace, pleasures of the, checked by the su- 
perstitions concerning Witchcraft, iii. 

3, 10. 
Chacke-blyndeman, ii. 239. 
Chadwell, a corruption of St. Chad's WelL 

ii. 225. 
Chains kissed en the tlay of St. Peter ad Vin- 

cula, i. 191. 
Chair, Groaning, ii. 45* 
<< Chandelles de Rok," L aH. 
Chandlers Mod otudliitt ^iig qpMteuiiH at 




Changeling^ superstitions concerning, iL 283. 
Chapeau, ou Chapel de Roses, ii. 77. 
Chapel Royal, St. James's, ceremony at, on 

Twelfth Day, i. 15. 
Chapelet, donner le, ii. 77. 
'^ Char,^ explanation of from Schilter, L 68. 
Qiaracts, iii. 169, 170, 171. 
ancienUy bound to the thigh of a 

Lying-in Woman, ii. 42. 
Charles I. encourages the recreationi of (be 

people, i. 139. 
tries the Sortes Virgilianie, iii. 177, 

178. 
Charles II., Restoration of, i. 155, 156. 
— — — custom of making garlands on 

the day of his proclamation, i. 156. 
Charlton, co. Kent, Horn Fair held at, ii. 131. 
Charm, derivation of the word, iii. 138w 
Charms, upon St. Blaze's Day, i. 30. 

against St. Vitus's danc^ i. 163. 

I and Spells in Scotland on Allhal- 

low Even, i. 210. 

bound to the thigh of a Lying-in 



Woman, ii. 42. 

against barrenness^ ii. 44. 

— - relating to Children, ii. 50. 

Rags used as Charms at WeUs, ii. 



224,230,231. 

for Diseases, iii. 25, 152. 

notice of, from the translation of 



Naogeorgus, iii. 137, 138. 

from Bale*s Interlude concerning 



Nature, Moses, and Christ, iii. 138, 149, 

164. 

in odd Numbers, iii. 142, 143. 

Physical, iii. 146—162. 

for diseases noticed in the Classics, 



iii. 159. 

poetical, iii. 137, 138, 139, 148, 155. 

rural, iii. 164—168. 



Chart, Dumb Borsholder of, i. 132. 
Chaucer, description of Valentine's Day from, 

i. 33. 
Cheouers, why a common sign of a public 

house, ii. 218. 
Cheek, Nose, and Mouth Omens, iii. 90, 91. 
Cheese, aversion of some persons to, ii. 22. 
■ Groaning, ii. 44, 45. 

* pieces of, tossed in the Midwife's 

tmock, ii. 45. 
Cheese-Cakes, a principal dainty at the Feast 

of SbeepHihearing, ii. 22. 
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Cherry-Pit, ii. 244. 

Cheshire, ceremony of lifting retained in, i. 
106. 

— — — Country Wakes in, ii. 9. 

' cufitom of riding full speed at 

Weddings in, ii. 97. 

Chester, rood eve at, i. 42. 

' Shrove Tuesday customs at, i, 62. 

Midsummer plays at^ i. 169. 

Chevalet, un, the French name for the Hobby- 
horse, i. 146. 

Chichely, Sir Robert, extract from the Will 
of, relating to his Month's Mind, ii. 192. 

Chicory, juice of, iii. 159. 

Child-bearing, Churching, and Christen- 
ing Customs, ii. 41 — 54. 

Child-birth, French customs of, ii. 43. 

Childermas, or Holy Innocents Day, i. 
295,296. 

Child- Bishop's Sermon on, at 

St. Paul's, i. 237. 

unlucky to marry on, ii. 105. 



Children dying unhaptized in Scotland, sup- 
posed to wander in Woods and Soli- 
tudes, ii. 44. 

— ^— thought unlucky in the N. of Eng- 
land to go over their graves, ibid. 

watched in Scotland till the Chris- 



tening is over, ibid. 

— superstition at their not crying when 

baptized, ii. 48. 

in Northumberland, when first sent 



abroad with the Nurse, presented with an 
Egg, Salt, and fine Bread, ibid. 
— earth and whiskey the first food of 
children in the^lighlands, ii. 49. 

superstitions relating to in Ireland, ii. 



49. 



superstition relating to a Child^s bread 
and butter, ii. 51, note. 
— names of different warriors used to 



terrify perverse children, iii. 295, 296. 
•* custom of lustrating by Spittle, iii. 



140. 

Child's Caul, iii. 59 — 62. 
— — — Advertisements in newspapers 

for, iii. 60, 61. 
Chilham, co. Kent, May custom at, i. 132. 
Chimney Sweepers, May-day custom of the, 

in London, i. 126. 
China, famous for its bells, ii. 129. 
Chincough, how cured, iii. 146. 



Chinese, ploughings of the, i. 282. 

Chiromancy, iii. 185, 186. 

** Chorea Gladiatoria, De, vel Armifera Salta- 

tione," i. 282. 
" Chorus armatus," i. 283. 
Chrisome, meaning of, ii. 52. 

pie, ibid. 

" Christ, ane song on the birth of,'^ i. 264. 
Christ-Church, co. Hants, Extract from the 

Register of, ii. 183. 
— — — ^^^ curious Recipes in the Parish 

Register of, iii. 162. 
Christ College, Cambridge, singularity in the 

foundation of, iii. 143. 
Christening Customs, ii. 48. 

Entertainments, ii. 48. 

Sermons formerly preached at 

Christenings, ii. 53. 

Shirts, ii. 53. 



Christenings, Presents at, ii. 48, 51, 52, 53. 

Christian IV. of Denmark practises riding at 
the Ring, ii. 257. 

Christians, early, custom of, upon the Circum- 
cision, i. 8. 

of Mesopotamia, customs of, on 

Easter Day, i. 97. 

ancient, Divination among the, by 



opening the Old and New Testament, iii. 

178. 
Christmas, Customs a little before, at, or 

about ^ i. 247. 
-^— — — of the iDord Yule, formerly used to 

continuance of the Days of, i. 15. 

marked by a wheel in the Runic 



Fasti, i. 166. 

called the Feast of Lights in the 



Western, or Latin Church, i. 254. 

named by Gregory Nazianzen and 



St. Basil the Theophany, i. 257. 
Christmas Block, i. 254. 

Box, i. 270—272. 

Brand, i. 26. 

Candles, i. 254. 

Christmas Carol, i. 262 — 269. 

an Anglo-Norman, i. 263. 

" ancient, sung in bringing 

up the Boar's Head, i. 264. 
ancient Scottish Carol, ib. 



from Withers's Juvenilia, i. 265. 

sung 10 the King at 

Whitehall, ibid. 
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Christmas Carol from Poor Robin's Al- 
manack, i. 7ld5. 
— — ^— — custom of singing, on 

Christmas Day, in the 
Scilly Islands, i. 268. 
Christmas Day, account of, from Bamabe 
dooge's transla^on of Naogecnr- 
gus, i. 259. 
— — — the observation of forbidden in the 
time of the Commonwealth, i. 259. 
■ custom of hunting Owls and Squir- 

rels on in Suffolk, i. 268. 
Christmas, Decking Churches, Houses, &c. 

AT, with Evergreens, i. 284. 
Christmas Eve, i. 254 — 257. 
— Yule Clog on, i. 254. 

Wassailing custom on in 

Nottinghamshire, i. 14. 

superstition on in Devon- 
shire, relating to the 
Oxen, i. 250. 

— — — -^— carp eaten for supper on at 

Hamburgh, i, 257. 

. ■ — ceremonies on, noticed by 

John Herolt, a Domini- 
can friar, i. 257. 

women strike a swinish hour 

on, i. 292. 

Christmas Gambols, enumeration of, i. 278. 

Christmas Ivy^ i. 286. 

Christmas Kariles, i. 256. 

Christmas Lord of Misrule, i. 272. 

Christmas Pies, i. 288 — 292. 

coffin of the, in imitation of the 

cratch or manger in which 
our Saviour was laid, i. 1 03. 

Misson*s account of the, i. 290. 

— — — — Verses on, from Herrick, ibid. 
Christmas Prince, or Lord of Misrule, i. 27S. 

at St. John s College, Ox- 
ford, i. 275. 

Christopher, St., i. 196, 197, 198. 

name of, whence derived, iii.195. 

Christopher, St., in Touraine, a cock offered 

to, to cure the white flawe in men*f fingers^ 
i.201. 
Christ's Hospital, Qomb EhuMtk"* Bioom^ 
sion iCill obMtf«ft«« WAtf^ ^ ^^^ 



Church- Ale, derived from tbe Ayturau, or 

Love-feasts, mentioned in die 

New Testament, i. 158. 

■ Stnbs*s description of ^e in bii 

Anatx>mie of Abuses, i. 159. 

Church-Bible, suspected witches weighed 

against the, iii. 13. 
Church door. Endowment of the Bride at ^, 

ii. 83, 84. 
Churches, decoration of, on the Calends of 

May, i. 130. 

at Christmas, i. 284, 

285. 
' variation of the po- 
sition of, as re- 
gards Bast and 
West, acconnted 
for, ii. 5. 




anciently strewed with mriies, 

ii. 2, 10. 

r strewing of with herbs and flowers, 

on days of humiliation and 
thanksgiving, ii. 35. 

monuments in, foretell change of 

weather, iii. 130. 
Churching of Women, ii. 47, 48. 

Herrick's Verses relating to, i. 47. 

usual offering at, at Dunton in 

Essex, ii. 52. 
Churching Feast, ii. 47. 
Churching Sermon, ii. 47. 
Church monuments indicate change of wea- 
ther, iii. 130. 
Church Porch, watching in the, i. 1 15, 170. 
Church Yards, ii. 178 — 184. 

Yew trees in, ii. 161, 162. 

— ^— — — — — superstition respecting bu- 
rial on the North side 
of, ii. 181, 182, 183. 

— — ghosts keeping the Gate, ii. 

179. 
■ flat stones in, n. 184. 

Churn-Suppbr, ii. 11. 
Churning butter, charm for, iii. 165. 
Circles of Conjurers, iii. 92. 
Cireos, a sort of tame Hawk, accounted a 
lucky omen at Weddings with the Ro- 
mansi, ii. 104. 
CSfeumcision, custom of the early Christianr 
I to go masked on the, i. 252. 

j Cities, Genii or appropriate Saints of, i.196, 
200. 
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Ciudadella, Chapel of St. Nicholas at, i. 231. 

Clack Dish, beggar*s,iii.48. 

Clap-Dish, iii. 48. 

Clapa, Osgod, i. 108, 112. 

Clara, St., i. 196, 201. 

Claret, burnt, used at Funerals, ii. 150. 

Clavergrasse, weather omen drawn from, iii. 
133. 

Claybrook, co. Leic, Macaulay's account of 

the celebration of the 
Church Wake at, ii. 9. 

— ^— — riding for the bride-cake at, ii. 97. 

custom at, of sending a garland of 

willow to a disappointed lover, 
ii. 97. 
' funeral customs at, ii. 156. 

Cleansing week, i. 101. 

Clement, St., i. 202, 203. 

Clement's Day, St., i. 225. 

Clergy, Benefit of, iii. 207. 

Clerks, St. Nicholas's, i. 230. 

" Clerk's Ale," i. 105, 158, 159. 

Clerks, Commons, case of the, i. 241, 242. 

Cliff, CO. Kent, custom at on St. James's Day, 
i. 190. 

Cligne-musset, ii. 238. 

Climacteric Year, iii. 143. 

Cloak, turning the, a charm against Faiiies, 
ii. 289. 

Clock, the old name for Bell, ii. 135. 

Clocks, introduction of, ii. 135. 

Clog, meaning of, L 255. 

Cloud, St., i. 202. 

Cloven-Foot, the Devil's, iii. 297. 

Cloveshoo, Litanies or Rogations ordered by 
the Canons of, i. 116, 121. 

Club-ball, ii. 243. 

Coal, superstitious finding of, under the roots 
of Mugwort and Plantain, i. J 70. 

" Coal-fire, Dance round our," i. 178. 

Coal-Mine, vulgar error relating to the open- 
ing of a, near London, iii. 205. 

Cob, or Cobbing, ii. 267. 

Cob-loaf-stealing, i. 253, 

Cock, why dedicated to Apollo, ii. 32. 

Cock, threshing of the, i. 49. 

offered to St. Christopher in Touraine, 

for the sore called a white flaw, i. 201. 

CocKALL, i. 123, ii. 244, 215. 
Cockatrice, iii. 116. 

Cock-Crowing, Time of the morning so 
called, ii, 31— 34. 



Cock-Crowing, different times of, li. 84. 

CocK-FiGHTiNO, ii. 35—39. 

supposed to have been in- 
troduced into Britain 
by the Romans, ii.«36. 

— ^ — a Shrove-Tuesday sport, ii. 

36. 

— derived from the Athenians, 

i. 45. 
retained in many Schools in 

Scotland till within the 
last Century, i. 45. 

forbidden by the Council of 

Copria, L 45. 

Cock-pit, Whitehall, whence named, ii. 36. 

Cock Throwing, custom of, i. 39. 

origin of, wrongly ascribed to 

Heiury the Fifth, i. 39. 

song on, from Lludliu's 

Poems, i. 40. 

Misson's notice of, i. 40. 

Cock Vane, whence derived, ii. 34. 

Cock and Pie, sign of, ii. 216. 

Cock-lane Ghost, iii. 20,44. 

Cockles, omens of weather, iii. 128. 

Cockney, origin of the term, i. 47, 48. 

King of, i. 295. 

Cocks, augury by, iii. 115, 116. 

Cocks and Pence, offering of, at the Feast of 
St. Nicholas, i. 237. 

Cocks-comb, i. 143, 153. 

Coel Coeth, or Coelcerth, custom of, i. 216. 

Coffee-grounds, divination by, iii. 174. 

CoflBn of the present age described by Durand, 
ii. 144. 

Coffins of Christmas Pies, i. 103, 290. 

Coffins called Kists, i. e. Chests, iu old Regis- 
ters, ii. 144. 

coals flying from the fire in the shape 

of, iii. 77. 

Coiche-bais, iii. 35. 

Coif, Judge's, antiquity and origin of the, iii. 
61. 

« Coifl'6e etre n€,'* iii. 59, 60. 

Coke, to cry, ii. 37. 

Cole^ meaning of, in Welsh, i. 72. 

Coleshill, CO. Warwick, Easter custom at. 
i. 104. ' 

Colin.Maillard,ii.238. 

Colliers in the North of England, Cock- 
fighting a favourite sport with the,ii. 37. 

« CoUier'sWedding," baUadofthe, ii. 99, 107. 
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GAUjumj, lAt of, cajtcm in, of CnoiDg Ae 

fiux of a nek yamm vidi the Icsves of a 

BiU«, ill. 116, 
CoLUir, or ^move Moxdat, L 33. 

«t jrmology of ColUm, i. 36. 

Cologne, tb« tiiree Kinp of the Ea«t the pa- 

trortf of, i. 200. 
^— ^ their uiunet ntedaf a Ghami, iii. 170. 
Colt'fiixy, ii. 294. 
Colti'foot, down fljing from, portends rain, 

iii. 130. 
Columbine, the, aicribed to tfaote who are 

fomakeri, i. 72. 
— ^ emblematieal nf fonaken loren 

and of cuckoldom, ii. 124. 
Combig again, or Walking ot Spiriti, liL 40. 
Commeuiktion Nine-pence, ii. 55. 
Common Firef, i. 173. 
Cofnmr;fi-8ewerf, omen of weather, iii. 130. 
Communion Table, Bowing to the, ii. 194. 
'< Compitalia,'* feaftf to called of the ancienti, 

i. 182, 282. 
*< Com play nt of Scotland,*' account of the 

Hurrowing Days from the, ii. 26. 
Computation, ancient mode of, iii. 274. 
*' Conclamatio/' tlie funeral lament among 

the Uomans, ii. 154. 
Confarrcatlon, ii. 63, 64. 
Congresbury, co. Somerset, Midsummer cus- 
tom at, i. 171. 
Conil'n Well, St., in Scotland, ii. 260. 
Conjuroni, iii. ')3. 
Cunnun, Hi., Well of, at Inishail in Argyllshire, 

ii. 227. 
"Conuubii Florci, or the Weil-Wishers at 

WcMhlingH," ii. 101. 
CoiiiUuilinople, sixth Council of, forbids the 

lighting up of bonfires at New Moons, i. 

i. 178. 
(Joniituntlnopulitan Synod, custom of person- 

iiting Hi«h()]M anathematised in,i. 232. 
Cunlicinlutn, ii. 33. 
(^ontrucling Cup, ii. 55. 
CunvuUionM, to hold your left thumb with 

your right hand in, ii. 201) 
(^ookft, HtM'inon to the, ut Oxibnl, on fetching 

in tlie Fly, i. 50. 
foUowHliip of, at Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, keep up bonfires on St. John 

Ikptiit'iand St Peter's Kvcs, i. 181. 
Ooitli Jl^«»Gkwiii. iii. 155. 

^ rdating to, ii. 53. 
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Cenaadftr seed, effect o^ as a cliamiyiii. 191 
Cork, riot at in 1833,onaceoaiitof ScJiokii 

rii««, i. 176. _ 

ConnonntiySopentitioQS cooeemii^, m. 113. 
Com, spell by pulliDg stdka ol^ in Scortjmi, 

i.210. 
UessingsoD, implored upaaSLMaAH 

Day, L 115. 
a payment of, at Maxtin-Mai^ occms ia 

Domesday, L 225. 
Comings custom cf, in Wanrickdure no St 

Thomas's Daj, i 217. 
Cora Lady, or Maiden, iL 15. 
Cornlaiters, ii. 91. 

Corns, supmtitioDS relating to^ iiL 77, 129. 
Cornaco|Me, iL 117. 
COBNITTES, iL 113. 
Comatns, etymology of, iL 104. 
Corawall, cawmony obeenred at Litde Colan 

in, on Palm Sondaj, i. 70. 

May customs retained in, L 133, 139. 

Whitsuntide customs in, L 157. 

lighting bonfires in, op Midsum- 
mer Eve, i. 168. 

• poles at the Tin-mines of, crowned 



with flowers on St. John^s Day, L 1S2. 

Saints^ Feasts in, ii. 4. 

Harvest dinners in, ii. 17. 

Madera Well in, iL 226. 

St Euny's Well in, ii. 226. 

punishment of the Cucking Stool 



in, iii. 55. 



superstition in, for curing the Chin- 
cough, iii. 146. 

charms, variety of, in, iii. 200. 

Cornwallis, Henrietta Maria, grave of, at 
Fomham in Suffolk, stands North and 
South, ii. 181. 

Corporal Oath, iii. 215. 

Corpse, kept four days among the primitive 
Christians, ii. 143. 

Candle, iii. 121, 126, 127. 

laying out of a, ii. 144. 

following of a, to the grave, ii. 153. 

carried out of the world feet forward, 

ii. 154. 

Corpusance, iii. 219, 

Corpus Christi Day amf Plays, L 16 J— 
165. 



celebration of, at Aix in 

Provence, i. 27. 

— — ceremonies of, from Nao- 



INDEX. 



380 



Corpus Ciibisti Day, held annually on the 
Thursday after Trinity Sunday, i. 165. 

celebration of in Spain, i. 165. 

Corrantoes, ii. 102. 

Cosens, John, Bishop of Durham, renews the 
ceremony of burning Candles on the 
Purification, i. 26. 

alleged superstitions of, ii. 196. 

Coscirotnancy, iii. 188. 

Cosma and Damian, St., i. 201. 

Cosmas, St., i. 202. 

Coten, ii. 244. 

Coventry y Corpus Christi plays at, i. 165. 

Countries, patron Saints of, i. 196, 200. 

Country Wakes, called also Feasts of De- 
dication, RUSHBRARINGS, &C., ii, 1, 10. 

— origin of, ii. 1, 3. 

regulation of under Henry 

VIII., i. 2. 

further regulation of in the 

Book of Sports, ii. 2. 

— ' the Wake from Herrick's 



Hesperides, ibid. 

ludicrous trait in the de- 



scription of one, ii. 5. 

celebration of, in Scotland, 



ii. 6. 
Cowle, monks used to bury the dead in, iii. 

172. 
Cowlstaflfe, riding on a, ii. 121. 
Cow's tail, an omen of weather, iii. 131. 
Cowyll, the name in Wales for the Morning 

Gift after Marriage, ii. 110. 
Cox, Francis, retraction of, as a necromancer, 

A.D. 1561, iii. 36. 
Cozens, John, Bishop of Durham, v. Cosens. 
Crab- Wake, the Wake so named at St. Ke- 

nelm's, in the parish of Hales-Owen, in 

Shropshire, ii. 10. 
Craiguck, well of, at Avoch, in the co. of 

Ross, ii. 225. 
Cramp, charm against, iii. 172. 
"Cramp Fish, vulgar error concerning the, iii. 

206. 
Cramp Rings, hallowing of by the Kings of 

England, i. 87, 89, iii. 150, 160. 
Cranmer, Abp., loss of a MS. belonging to, 

ii. 241. 
" Crants," the German word for garlands, ii. 

187. 
Crapaudina, or Toad-stone, iii. 27, 28. 
Cratche, i. 104. 



Creed, custom of turning to the Altar at the, 

retained at Oxford, ii. 197. 
Creeling, custom of, in Scotland, ii. 56, 111. 
Creeping to the Cross on Good Friday, i. 

37. 

through perforated Stones, iii. 149. 

Crepitaculum, ii. 264. 

Cresswell, Madam, funeral Sermon of, ii. 171. 

Cribbidge, ii. 265. 

Cricket, game of, ii. 243, 245. 

Crickets, omens by, iii. 100, 121. 

Cripple Goat, or Goabbir Bhacagh, ii. 16. 

Crispin, St., i. 203. 

Cross, Bumess, &c., co. Orkney, New Year's 

Customs in the parishes of, i. 7. 

creeping to the, on Grood Friday, i. 87. 

Holy, recovery of the, by Heraclius, i. 

194. 

Buns on Good Friday, i. 88. 

Candles, i. 29. 

form, detestation of the,/. Cha. II. i. 90. 

legged, sitting, used as a charm, iii. 139. 

Marks on Cakes, i. 89. 

Monday, i. 120. 



or Gang- Week, i. 121. 

Crosses, praying for the dead at, ii. 156. 
Crosses of Palm carried about in the purse on 

Palm Sunday, i. 74. 
Crossthwaite Church, co. Cumb., privileges of 

the minister at, i. 206. 
Crow, plucking a, iii. 214. 
killing a, within four miles of London, 

iii. 205. 
Crow Omens, iii. 113. 
Crowdie, Scotch dish so called, i. 51. 
Crown Office, vulgar error concerning the, 

iii. 205. 
Crows, superstitions concerning, iii. 110, 132. 

vulgar errors concerning, iii. 112. 

Croyland, the poor s Halfpenny of, i. 194. 
— — Abbey, custom of giving little 

Knives at, on St. Bartholomew's Day, i. 

194. 

the Arms of, three knives, ibid. 



Cruden, in Aberdeenshire, late Wake at, ii. 

143. 
Crumcakes at Shrove-tide used in Berking 

Nunnery, i. 52. 
«Cruy8Week,"i. 121. 
" Crying the Mare," ii. 11. 
Cucking-Stool, iii. 52 — 55. 
etymology of Cucking, iii. 52, 53. 
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CixKivo Stool, docnptioD of te Cadtiaf 

•Uk>1 from Mimoa, Viu 54. 
Cuckold, tbiuking of a, in carwiog, i. 207 ; iL 

CvcKOLD, o/ the fVcrd, ii. 122 — 127. 
CiickolfU, witticiwm on, ii. 124, 125.^ 
Cuckow, Kicks tb€ Eggi of odier birdi^ iL 

123. 
his note lo nniform that his name in 

all languages seenu to be derived from ity 

ibid. 
— superstitions on first hearing di^ 



ibid.; iii. 113. 
—- - unlucky to have no money in your 
pocket when you bear the Cuckoo for the 
fimt time, ii. 124. 
— called, by Grreen, the cuckold's 



chorister, ibid. 

Cuckow Ale, ii. 124. 

8pif, vulgar error concerning, ii. 124. 

Cudgeling, iii. 210. 

<«Cuenio,"ii.ll7. 

CuerjH), santo, iii. 219. 

Cumtjerland, New Year customs in, i. 3, 9. 

— ^— cii«tom in on Easter Eve, i. 97. 

Midsummer fires of, i. 182. 

— — — — custom of newly-married pea- 
sants l)egging com in, ii. 91. 

— bride-wain of, ii. 90, 94. 

— — — custom of daubing in, ii. 94. 

Wake kept witli tibe dead in, ii. 



H3. 



doles at Funerals in, ii. 176. 

Luck of Kden Hall in, ii. 284. 

CiunwIiittoTi, CO. Cumb., wake on the eve of 
SI. John at, i. 182. 

Cunning Man, or fortune-teller, Butler's de- 
scription of the, iii. 33, 34. 

Cup, Contracting, ii. 65, 

CuH(jui)i)o(:n, or Cukciiddik, ii. 246. 

Curfow-Httll, hi8t()ry of the, ii. 138. 

Ciirno againnt Thieves, iii. 42. 

(Cushion-dance at Weddings, ii. 101, 102. 

CutlibeitH Wrll, St., at Kden Hall in Cum- 
bcrland, ii. 225. 

Cuts, <lrawing of, iii. 179. 

CnlllcN, onions of Wcatlier, iii. 128. 

Cwintnn, hynuMunil ganu* in Wales so called, 

ii. loa. 

(Cynivcr, Nport of in Wales, i. 213. 
Cypress, used among evergreens at Christmos, 
1.286. 



Cjpnm ooed at Fmiemls by die 

oCfaer bathem, ii. IM, 161. 

— — retained for the 



fimes, ii« 158. 
Cypms and Pafihos^ Vcnua 
196. 



inbte 

• 

ovety k 



Dah, meaning of, iiL 315. 

Daffodil, divination with tb^ iiL 193. 

** Dance round oar eoal-fire,** i. 178. 

Dance with Swords, L 279, 282. 

Dances^ cosCom of Kissing at flie beginning o^ 

ii.88. 
Dancing at Weddings, ii. 101. 
Joan Sanderson, or the Coshion 

dance, ii. 102. 
D*Ancre, Blarsbal, the wife of, executed as a 

Witch, iii, 9, 19. 
Dandelot, Mons., answer of to King Henry 

111. of France as to the strange things 

he had seen in England, iL 10. 
Dandelion, flying of down from, portends 

rain, iii. 130. 
Danes in England, Hoke-day the festival to 

commemorate their destruction, i. 107, 

108, 109. 
' massacre of the, by Ethelred, a.d., 

1002^ i. 109. 
customs among the, relating to new- 
born children, ii. 44. 
the tyranny of the, gives rise to the 



custom of pledging, ii. 199, 200. 
Danish Women, amulets used by, before they 

put a new-boni infant into the Cradle, ii. 

44. 
Daoine Shi', a species of Fairies, iL 295. 
Darien, Herb eaten at^ by Women in labour, 

iii. 159. 
Dark Lanterns, vulgar error relating to, iii. 

195. 
Darowden in Wales, Midsummer fires made 

at, i. 168. 
Dartmouth, riot at, in 1634, upon bringing 

home a May-pole, i. 140, 
Darvel Gatheme, i. 202. 
Daubing, erection of a house of clay so called, 

ii. 94. 
David, St., account of, i. 57, 58. 
David's Day, St., i. 57—60 . 

- wearing of the Leek on, i. 



57, 58. 



lines on, i. 59. 
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David's Day, St., Perkins's Latin lines on, i. 59. 

David's, St., inquiry in the visitation of the 
diocese of, in 1662, concerning Morris 
dancers, i. 149. 

Day, civil and political, divided into thirteen 
parts, ii. 32, 33. 

Days Lucky or Unlucky, ii. 27. 

borrowed, in March, ii. 25. 

of the week, homely rhymes on the, ii. 

25. 

perilous, in the different months, ii. 27. 

Lord Burghley's advice to his son con- 
cerning, ii. 30. 

Dead, watching with the, ii. 1 40 — 143. 

— unlawful, anciently, to bury the, within 
cities, ii. 179. 

Dead-man's Hand, iii. 153. 
Dead-men's Candles, iii. 126, 127. 
Dead Ruttle, iii. 124. 
'' Deat Soii;\ ill, 148. 
Death-howl in Africa, ii. 168. 
— — Mould or Mole, iii. 93. 

— Omens peculiar to families, iii. 121. 

■ Warrant, vulgar error about signing 
the, iii. 205. 

Death Watch, iii. 119, 120. 
Deaths, Customs at, ii. 128 — 147. 
Debtors, custom of exacting Garnish money 
from, i. 241. 

vulgar error concerning the body of 

a debtor, iii. 205. 

Deck of Cards, ii. 265. 

Decking Churches, Houses, &c. with 

Evergreens at Christmas, i. 28 4< — 

288. 
Dedication, Feasts of, ii. 1 — 10. 
— — among the Jews, ii. 1. 

■ excesses at in Naogeorgus's time, 

ii. 6, 7. 

Dee, Dr., conjurations of, iii. 33. 

Deitht-thraw, iii. 122. 

Delos, the inhabitants of, lovers of cock-fightf 

iiig, ii. 35. 
Deimiark, St. Auscharius and St. Canute the 

patron Saints of, i. 196. 

■ goose eaten in, upon St. Martinis 
Eve, i. 205. 

Dennis, St., i. 196,200. 

'* Deposition," celebrity of, in foreign Univer- 
sities, i. 238. 

Derby, Ferdhiand Earl of, his death attributed 
to witchcraft, iii. 9t 

VOL. III. 



Derbyshire, continuance of the custom of 
Rush- bearing in, ii. 10. 

garlands in churches in, ii. 184. 

Deritend Chapel, Birmingham, ii. 198. 

** Designatores," ii. 172. 

Dessil, ii. 232, 283. 

Deuce, a popular name for the Devil, ex- 
plained, ii. 297. 

Devil, Popular Notions concerning the 
Apparition of the, ii. 296 — 299. 

^— figure of the, bi^mt on the anniversary 
of Queen Elizabeth's Accession, i. 233. 
obsession of the, iii. 43. 



Devil's bit, herb so called, ii. 299. 
Devonshire, custom in the South-hams of, on 

the Eve of the Epiphany, i. 19. 
— — — bonfires in, on Midsummer Eve, 

i. 179. 



superstition in, relating to the 
Oxen, on Christmas Eve, i. 250. 

custom of burning the Christmat 



block continued in, i. 255. 
— — Harvest custom of, ii. 15. 
-; a song made use of in, in plough- 
ing with oxen, ii. 18. 

inhabitants of, call the three first 



days of March « Blind Days," ii. 26. 

superstition in, concerning Bees, 



iii. 183, 184. 

superstition in, for curing the 



Chin-cougn, iii. 146. 

cruelty in, toward Field Mice, 



iii. 157. 



charm against agues in, iii. 159. 

' Ring superstition in, iii. 160. 

Dew and new Leaves in estimation on the 

Nativity of St. John Baptist, i. 167. 
Dew Cakes given to those who entered Tro- 

phonius's Cave, iii. 150. 
♦*piablo,"ii. 117. 

Diamond, the, used as a Charm, iii. 150. 
Dibbs, game of, ii. 245. 
Dick a Tuesday, iii. 218. 
Dier, Mrs., practises conjuration against Queen 

Elizabeth, iii. 9. 
« Dies atri et albi," ii. 29. 
" Dies .Egyptiaci," i. 22, ii. 27. 
Digges, Sir Dudley, singular bequest of, i. 185, 
Dijon, custom at, upon the first Sunday in 

Lent, i. 55. 
Dilston Hall, co. Northumberland, brook at, 

ii.225. 
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Dining with Duke Humphrey, iii. 208, 209. 
Dinners, burial, instances of in former times, 

ii. 148, 149. 
Diocletian, story of the emperor, iii. 80. 
Diseases, peirticular, Names of Saints invoked 

against, i. 196. 
Disg:uising, Christmas custom of, i. 251, 252. 
forbidden by King Henry VIlI.j 

i. 253. 
Dismas,St., i.202. 
Distafif and Spindle formerly carried before a 

Bride, ii. 82. 
Distaffs Day, St., or the morrow after Twelfth 

Day, i. 15. 
Divination, iii. 173 — 192. 

■ on May Day, preserved in Gay's 

Shepherd's Week, i. 131. 

with Nuts, i. 213. 

with Pease-cods, ibid. 

with Apple-parings, ibid. 

AT Weddings, ii. 103. 

by the Psalter, iii. 187. 

. — by Arrows, iii. 175. 

BY ViRGILIAN, HoMEBIC, OT Bl- 



BLE Lots, iii. 177. 

BY the Speal ar Blade Bone, 



iii. 179. 



by Batchelor's Buttons, iii. 180. 

BY THE Erection op Figures 

Astrological, iii. 181. 

BY THE Finger-Nails, iii. 186. 

BY Sieve and Shears, iii. 187. 

BY Onions and Faggots, iii. 



180. 



■ BY A Gjieen Ivy-Leap, iii. 191. 

. BY Flowers, iii. 191. 

Divining Rod, iii. 175—177. 

Docks, seeds of, used as a Charm, iii. 165. 

Dodd, Dr., singular superstition practised at 

the execution of, iii. 147. 
Dog-hanging, the name for a money-gather- 
ing at a wedding in Essex, ii. 94. 
Doge of Venice, espousal of the Adriatic by, 

i. 118. 
Dogs not allowed to pass between a couple 
to be married, ii. 106. 

Howling op, iii. 97, 98. 

Doles and Inviting the Poor to Funerals, 

ii. 176, 177. 
Dolphin, an omen of y^^eathe^, iii. 128. 
^Dominica Refectlotiis," i. 6^. • 
■Doiiatian,Sr., i.20O. 



Dore, Mary, the parochial witch of Beaulieu, 
iii. 10. 

DoREE, iii. 194. 

Doriudia, Lines to, on Valentine's Day, i. 33. 

Douay, figure of a Giant annually burnt at, 
i. 185. 

Douce, Francis, his translationW an Anglo- 
Norman Carol, i. 263. 

Dovers Meeting, i. 157. 

Doves, superstitions concerning, iii. 113, 114. 

Dough, meaning of, i. 289. 

Dower, the womar/s, anciently assigned at 
the church door, ii. 84. 

Downy Well, at Nigg, in Scotland, ii. 228. 

Drachaldy, Well of, ii. 230. 

Draco volans, iii. 218. 

Dragon, custom of carrying about the figure 
of a, on Midsummer Eve, i. 168. 

flying Dragons, i. 182. 

atmospheric phenomena so called, i. 

183, iii. 217. 

Dramg, co. Elgin, custom of the Penny Wed- 
ding at, ii. 93. 

Draw Gloves, sport so called, ii. 246. 

Drawing Dun out op the Mire, ii. 246. 

Dreams, iii. 67 — 72. 

ancient rhymes on the subject of, 

iii. 70. 

interpretations of, iii. 70, 71. 



Drincheil, i. 3. 

Drinking, a, in some parts of Scotland, ex- 
plained, ii. 211. 

Drinking Cups, different kinds of, ii. 205. 

Drinking Customs, i. 199 — 215. 

Drinking Wine in the Church at Mar- 
riages, ii. 85. 

Drink-lean, i. 158. 

Druidism, allusion to the supposed sacrifices 
of, i. 185. 

Druids, customs of the, at New Year's tide, i. 6. 

Misseltoe sacred to the, i. 61. 

■^ Fires on the foiur great Festivals of 

the, i. 191. 

Hydromancy practised by the, at 

Wells, ii. 229. 

— rites of the, at the changes of the 

Moon, iii. 72. 

magic of the, iii. 80, ISO. 



Drunkard's Cloak, iii. 55. 
Drunken Groat, ii. 204. 
Druiikenness increased amongst us by the 
Wars of the Low Countries, ii. 203. 



Drunkenness, Terms of, ii. 206. 

Duck arid Drake, ii. 247. 

Ducking Stool, iii. 53, 54. 

Ducks, superstitions concerning, iii. 113. 

foretell weather, iii. 130. 

Dudingston parish, near Edinburgh, summer 

custom of eating sheeps^ heads at, i. 226, 

227. 
« Duellum Gallorum," i. 45. 
Dulce Domum, Winchester song of, i. 246. 
Dumb Borsholder of Chart, i. 132. 

Cake, iii. 175. 

Dundonald, Ayrshire, singular funeral custom 

ar, ii. 175. 
Dunkeld, co. Perth, diversion of " Riding at 

theRing"at, ii. 257. 
Little, fountain and chapel at^ ii. 

226, 227. 
Dunkirk and Douay, immense figure of bas- 
ket-work annually made at, i. 185. 
DuNMow Flitch op Bacon, ceremony of the, 

ii. Ill, 112. 

form of the Oath when claimed, ii. 

113. 
Dunscore, shire of Dumfries, Yew tree a<^ ii. 

163. 
Dunskey, cave near, iii. 75. 
Dunstan, St., i. 202. 

Dunton, co. Essex, church-offering at, ii. 52. 
Durham, custom used at, of taking off shoes, 

or rather buckles, in the Easter holidays, 

i. 103. 
-custom of "Orders" still retained 

in the Grammar School in the city of, i. 

238. 

Yule Cakes in the county of, i. 288. 

celebration of Church Wakes in the 



county of, ii. 7. 

Harvest customs in the county of. 



ii. 19. 



riding the stang in, ii. 118. 

Garlands in Churches in the countv 

of,ii. 187. 

Letter concerning Gipsie* and Faws 



in, iii. 50, 51. 
Dusius, a daemon among the Gauls, ii. 299. 

Eagle, Alexander the Great encouraged by the 

flight of an, iii. 116. 
Earnest, given at a bargain, iii. 141. 
Ears, tingling of the, iii. 88 — 90. 
Easliiig, CO. Kent, custom at, on Nov. 30th, i. 

227, 



East, practice of worshipping toward the, ii. 
194, 195. 

Churches not placed due East and West, 

ii. 195. 

East Indies, creeping through Tolmen or per- 
forated stones in the, iii. 149. 

Easter, why so called, i. 95. 

maimer of celebrating, among the mo- 
dem Greeks, i. 98. 

called «Hye-tide," i. HI. 

1 custom of carrying Silenus in proces- 

sion at, at Rhodes, ii. 16. 

Easter Day, i. 93. 

shining of the Sun on, i. 93, 95. 



i. §3. 



i. 96. 



~ ceremonies on, from Naogeorgus, 
~ hallowing of eggs and herbs on. 



~ Chmrches ornamented with flow- 



ers on, i. 95. 

ancient custom at Twickenham 



on, i. 94. 



on, i. 94. 



Biddenden custom on,' ibid, 
custom of the German preachers 



Aubrey's account of the first 



dish brought to table on, i. 96. 

- standard erected on, i. 103. 



Easter Eggs, i. 97 — 103. 
Easter Eve, i. 90—93. 

superstitions on, as related by 

Naogeorgus, i. 90, 9i. 
Easter gloves, i. 49. 
Easter Holidays, i. 103 — 107. 

— ' the celebration of appointed 

by King Alfred, i. 103. 

London amusements in the. 



\ 



detailed by Fitzstephen, i. 103. 
Easter King, custom of the, in Spain, i. 94, 
Easter Monday, i. 104, 106. 
Easter Tuesday, custom on, mentioned by 

Durand, i. J 03. 
«Eccolafico,*'ii. 116. 
" Echinus marinus," iii. 200. 
Eclipses of the Moon, superstitions concerning 

iii. 77, 78. ^' 

Eden Hall, co. Cumb., St. Cuthbert's Well 

at, ii. 225. 

Giant's Cave at, ii. 228. 

• Luck of, ii. 284. 

Edgar, King, ecclesiastical law of, for keeping 

a part of Saturday holY^il. I^^IS.. 
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Edipff, Uw of relating to Sondaj', ii. 33. 

Rdgevare, co. Midd..repanticnofbiitt9at,at 
Wbftemitidc, L 160, 

— a tambrel or cocking itool for- 
merly kept at, m» d3. 

Rdgewell Tree, an Omen of Death, uL 175, 

Ediu^jorgb. St. Egidios the patroo Saint ol, L 
196,200. 

•*a]d Stok image "* nied at, i. 

1«^4. 



drinking coftom at, aAer St. 
Cecilia's concert, ii. 209. 

•pot at, where fappoied Witc&s 



were banit, iii. 21. 
old Hoofes in, with Talismanic 



cbaracten, iii. 170. 
Kdifie, St., i. 196. 
Kilmonton, Witch of, iii. 3, 14. 
Edmiiiidfbury, St., cuttoro of the monks of, at 

wheat aiding, i. 217. 
Edmund's Well, St, at Oxford, ii. 229. 
Kdward^I. lifted in his bed by the ladies of 

tlie' bed-chamber and maids of honour, 

on Easter Monday, i. 106. 
' ceremony of the Boy Bishop pre- 

sented before, a. d. 1299, i. 228, 232. 
Edward IV., Coronation of, why put off, i. 

295. 
Edward VI., his alteration of the Foundation 

of Christ's Coll. Cambr., iii. 143. 
Egelrick, abbot of Croyland, casts a ring of 

six BelU, ii. 129, 136. 
Egg, an emblem of the Universe, i. 97. 

I eating of an odd one, iii. 12. 

.... Druia s, iii. 148. 

" Kgg at Kaater," proverb of an, i. 97, 100. 

Egg- Feast, name of the Saturday preceding 

Shrovo Tuesday, i. 43. 

formerly at Oxford, i. 97. 

Eggs laid on Good Friday, preserved all the 

year, i. fiO, 102. 
..._ a usual dish on Good Friday, ibid. 

und herbs on Easter Day, i. 96. 

sporfH with, i. 97. 

— — nroverb of an egg at Easter, i. 97, 100. 
Ill tlie ritual of Pope Paul V. considered 

<«inbleniatical of the llesurrection, i. 98. 
— — tlio giving of, still ])revaleut among the 

modern (irecks and Russians, i. 98. 
— — held bv the Egyptians as a sacred em- 
blem 01 tha renovation of mankind after 



EggslaidoD the AmnmdatiaB of tibe Vks^* 

Marj pot by, i 102. 

gnren to infant Children, n. 48, 51. 

s up e istiti oas reipectii^, iL 5L. 

aiid CoDopi, a usual dish on GoOop 

or Sfarore Monday, L 35, 50. 
Eg«s, Eastbb, i. 97-^103. 
Egg-ehcfl br^Len after the meat is oo^ in. IX 

13. 
yg^^in«^ the patron aint of Edinbmgk, i 

196. 
Egyptians, belief of the, that ereiy man faai 

three angels attending him, L 199. See 

Gipsies. 
Elder, sprigs of, used as a chaim, iii. 147, 14fi^ 

155, 156. 
El^y, funeral, amoi^ the Irish, ii. 172. 
Elephant, vulgar error conceming Ihe, vL 

199. 
Elf, etymology of, ii. 279. 
Elf- Arrows, iL 385. 
Elf-Cake, ii. 286. 
Elf-Fire, ii. 285 ; iii. 218. 
Elf-Knots, ii. 286. 
Elf-Locks, ii. 286. 
Elf-Shots, ii. 285. 
Elf or Fairy Stones, ii. 285. 
Elf ^8 Kirk, Cell or Cave so called, ii. 287. 
Elgin, and Shire of Murray, Midsummer cus- 
tom in, i. 178. 
Eligius, St., particulars conceming, i. 203. 
Elizabeth, Queen of Henry VII., Ceremony 

used by, at taking her chamber, in order 

to her delivery, ii. 42, 
Elizabeth, Queen, Accession of, L 223, 

224. 

■t extempore reply of, to the Span- 
ish ambassador, i. 192. 

-portrait of, at Kirding, co. Cambr., 



ii. 212. 



fond of bear-sports, ii. 242. 

magical practices against, iii. 9. 

her expressions in her last illness, 

when dissuaded by her courtiers from 
looking at a Comet, iii. 129. 

ring sent to by Lord Chanc. Hat- 



ton, " to be worn betwixt the sweet dugs,* 

iii. 160. 
Elizabeth, St., day of, i. 224. 
Elm Tree, presages drawn from the leaves of 

the, iii. 133. 
Eloy, St., account of^ i. 203. 
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Ely, custom in tbe Isle of, on Whirlin San- 
day, i. 65. 
Ember, or Ymbre days, i. 56. 
Emmets, Omens of Weather, iii. 118. 
England, Kings of, tbe second of any name 

imfortunate, iii. 145. 
Entertainments, Funeral, ii. 147. 
Ensign-bearers in London at tbe Midsummer 

night's watch, i. 179. 
Eolus, iii. 6. 

*' Ephesiae Liters,'* iii. 171. 
Bpbesns, Image of Diana at, iii. 171. 
Ephialtes, or Night-Mare, iii. 197. 
Epigram on burning the figui^es of the Pope, 

the Devil, and the Pretender, i. 224. 
Epilepsy, amulet against the, iii. 147.. 
Epiphany, customs of the, i. 11, 12. 
*' Episcopatus Puerorum," ceremony of the, 

forbidden by the Council of Saltzbourg, 

A. D. 1274, i. 234. 
Epitaph at St. John's College, Oxford, ii. 157. 
Epithalamium, ii. lOl. 
from HeAick's Hesperidef, ii. 

186. 
" Epulum Novendiale," ii. 148. 
Erasmus, St.,i. 196, 197. 
Eric, St., i. 196. 
Errors, Vulgar, iii. 192. 
Erskine, pari^ of, in Scotland, Witches bomt 

at, iii. 18. 
Erysipelas, amulet against, iii. 147. 
Eskdale, Cumberl., customs at, ii. 176. 
Eskdalemuir, co. Dumfries, annual fstir at,ii. 

57. 
Essex, Money-gathering in, at a Marriage, ii. 

94. 

Dunmow bacon in, ii. 111. 

Ethelburoh's Day, St., u 208. 

Eton College, double Feast of St. Nicholas 

at, i. 229. 
Eton School, custom at on the Day of the 

Circumcision, i. 5, 11. 

— Shrove-tide customs at, i. 36, 60. 

— custom at on Ash Wednesday, 

i.64. 

' May-day customs at, i. 125, 131. 

custom at on the Eve of St. 

John Baptist, i. 167, 181. 

Bonfire at, on St. Peter*s Da;y, i. 



187. 



gathering of Nuts at, in Septem- 



ber, i. 194, 195. 



Eton School, Boy Bishop elected at^ on St. 

Hugh's Day, i. 237. 
modem Montem custom at, f.- 

243. 

• Hunting the Ram at, i. 244. 

Plays acted at, in the^Christmas 

Holidays, i. 275. 
*' Etre n6 Coifl"6," iii. 60. 
Eve, Lady, wife of Sir Robert Fitzharduig, 

Anniversary of the, i. 67. 
Evergreens, carrying of at Funerals, ii. 153. 
Evesham, co. Wore, custom among the nms- 

ter gardeners to give their workpeople a 

treat of baked pears on Holy Thursday, 

i. 124, 
Evil, King's, touching for the, iii. 160, 161. 
Evil Eye, iii. .24, 26, 172. 
Euloge, St., i.202. 
Euny's Well, St., ii. 226. * 
Eustace's Well, St., at Withenden, in Kent, 

ii. 226. 
Eutrope, St., L 204. 

" Evyns,*' origin of the observance of, ii. 8. 
Exeter, custom of the Boys at, in Rogation 

week, i. 123. 
— — charm for Agues about, iii, 149. 
Exorcism against Worms, iii. 146. 
Expulsion of Death, a custotn so called in 

Franconia, i. 62. 
Eyam, in Derbyshire, Miss Seward's descrip- 
tion of the Paper Garlands suspended in 

the Church of, ii. 1 86. 
Eye, enchanting or bewitching, iii. 24, 26, 172. 

itching of the right eye, iii. 88, 

Eyes, babies of the> iii. 25, 26. 

Fabarum Rex, i. 17. 

Fabyan, the historian, his order for his Month^s 
Mind, ii. 192, 193. 

Face-cloth, antiquity of th^ ii. 144. 

Facers, tlie name for a club of drinkers, ii. 204. 

Faddy, a, i. 133. 

Fags at Eton School, i. 243. 

Fairie, Queen of the, in Scotland, ii. 291. 

Fairies, superstitions concerning, as to change- 
ling children, ii. 44, 46, 47. 

existence of alluded to by the most 

ancient British bards, ii. 276. 

popular creed relating to, imported 



from the East^ ii. 276. 

-— supposed to steal or change children, 

ii. 276. 
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Fairies of the Mines, ii. 276, 283. 

of Wells, ii. 276. 

domestic, called Brownies, ii. 276, 

284, 285. 

Chaucer's remarks on, ii. 277. 

names of the Fairy-Coxirt, ii. 277. 

Dr. King*s Description of a Fairy en- 



tertainment, ii. 277. 

— Oberon's clothing and diet, ii. 277, 
278. 

— King and Queen of the, ii. 279. 

— Arrows, ii. 286. 

— Butter, ii. 286. 
"Farewell," Bishop Corbett's ballad 



of the, ii. 288. 

— Money, ii. 287. 

— Saddle in the Isle of Man, ii. 287. 
Treasure, ii. 287. 



Fairs, ii. 267— 2'/4. 

Gay's account of the different Articles 

exposed at, ii. 269. 

another description of a laistic Fair, 



ibid. 

sports at, ii. 273. 



Fairy Mythology, ii. 276—292. 

Nips, ii. 286. 

Rings, ii. 280, 282, 290. 

Song, ii. 289. 

Sparks, or Shell -fire, ii. 286. 

Faith, spitting the, iii. 140. 

*'Fallantida dilli,'* idle loose song of, i. 

268. 
Falling Sickness, charms against the, iii. 160. 

Star, iii. 222. 

Familiars of Witches, iii. 2, 7. 

Fanaticks, or Cross-Haters, Lines on the, i. 

119. 
Fandango, Spanish, i. 149. 
Farls, i. 250. 

" Farciminum Convivia," i. 221. 
Fascination of Witches, iii. 24) 25. 
Fast, St. Agnes', i. 21 ; iii. 68. 
Fast and Loose, ii. 255. 
Fastens Seed-Cake, ii. 16. 
Fastems, Fasten, or Fasting Even, a name 

given to Shrove Tuesday, i. 36, 41, 45. 
Fasting on Midsummer Eve, i. 186. 

Spittle, virtues of, iii. 141. 

Fastingham, or Fastyngonge Tuesday, i. 44. 
Fathers of the Church inveigh against the 

fights of Gladiators, ii. 36. 
ghnnbam, curfew bell at^ ii. 138. 



**Favilteach," or three first days of February, 

ii. 26. 
Favours, marriage, ii. 58. 
Faw, John, Lord and Earl of Little Egypt, 

iii. 46, 50, 51, 
Faws, Gipsies so called in the North of Eng- 
land, iii. 51. 
Fawkes, Guy, image of, carried about on the 

5th of November, i. 218, 219. 
Fayles, game of, ii. 247. 
Feasts, Burial, ii. 147. 
February set apart for Parentalia, or Funera 

Anniversaries, ii. 99. 
Feed the Dove, i. 278. 
Feet, happy and unhappy, iii. 86. 

charms for the, iii. 150. 

Felicitas, St., i. 202. 
Feralia, ii. 189. 
Feriae, ii. 271. 
Ferioll, St., i. 203. 

Fern-seed gathered on Midsummer Eve, ma- 
gical powers of, i. 179, 180. 
Ferrtrs, George, a lord of Misrule /. Edw. VI., 

i. 276. 
Festum Fatuorum, i. 82. 
" Festum Stultorum veterum," i. 211. 
Fetches, iii. 122. 
Fetch Lights, iii. 126, 127. 
Fete de Rois, i. 16. 
Fever, charm against, iii. 152. 
Feu de la St. Jean, i. 178. 
Feux de Joie, i. 166. 
Fiage, St, i. 196. 
Fian, Dr., torture and death of, in Scotland, 

for witchcraft, iii. 7, 21. 
Fiery Dragons and Fiery Drakes, meteors, i. 

182, iii. 217, 225. 
Fifth op November, i. 218, 219. 
Figures, Astrological, Divination by, iii. 

181. 
Fillan, river, pool in the, famed for curing 

madness, ii. 230. 
Fillan, St., co. Perth, superstitions practised 

at the springs of, iii. 158, 159. 
Fillets, Bride's, ii. 104. 
Findem, in Derbyshire, custom at, of lighting 

fires on the Evening of All Souls Day, 

i. 216. 
Finding or Losing Things, iii. 135. 
Finger Nails, Divination by the, iiL 92. 
Finns, superstitions of the, relating to St. 

George's Day, i. 114. 
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Finns, feast of Allhallows said to drive them 

out of their wits, i. 211. 
— — throw a piece of money into tiie trough 

out of which horses drink on St. Stephen's 

Day, i. 292. 
—— Monday and Friday held to be unlucky 

days with, ii. 28. 
Finsbury, riot in, about Christmas Holidays, 

i. 268. 
Fir Tree, superstition concerning the, iii. 125. 
Fire, superstition concerning, at Rome on New 

Year's Day, i. 9. 

"hallowed " on Easter Eve, i. 92. 

an emblem of Immortality, i. 216. 

" cleaving and hanging on the parts of 

men and beasts," iii. 224. 
Fire-brand Sunday, i. 55. 
Fires, dancing round, in Inns of Court, i. 178. 

customary on particular Eves, i. 186, 

187. 

on the four great festivals of the Druids, 

i. 191. 
St. John's, i. 167, 171, 172. 

Omens in the burning of, iii. 95, 96. 

of St. Peter and St. Nicholas, iii. 220. 

Firmin, St., i. 196. 

Fishwomeu spit upon their handsel, iii. 140. 

Fitzharding, Sir Robert, anniversary of, at 
St. Augustine's Monastery, Bristol, i. 67. 

Fitzwalter, Lord, the originator of the claim 
for a Flitch of Bacon at Dunmow, ii. 
112. 

Five Score of Men, Money, and Pins, Six 
Score o/" ALL other Things, ii. 274,275. 

Flanders, ceremony in, on Saturdays between 
Christmas and Candlemas, i. 28. 

St Peter the patron Saint of, i. 1 96. 

Flat Stones, custom of laying over Graves in 
our Churches and Churchyards, ii. 184. 

Fleabane, seed of, used as a Charm, iii. 191, 
192. 

Fleas, merry conceit for preventing the in- 
crease of, ii. 123. 

biting of, iii. 107. 

Flies considered as Omens, iii. 100. 

Flinqwo the Stocking, a species of divi- 
nation used at Weddings, ii. 107. 

Flintshire, marriage custom prevalent in, ii. 
78. 

Flitch of Bacon, claiming of, by married 
people,ii. Ill, 112, 113. 

Floralia, Roman, i. 127, 129, 140. 



Florian, St., i. 197, 198, 202. 
Flowers, strewed at Weddings, ii. 72. 

on Graves, ii. 184—192. 



— ancients used to crown deceased per- 
sons with, ii. 138. 

sweet scented, only, permitted to be 



planted on graves, ii. 189, 190. 

or boughs put upon the heads of 



horses for sale, ii. 215. 
Flowers, Divination by, iii. 191, 192. 
Fly, custom of fetching in the, at Oxford, i. 

50. 
Folkstone, co. Kent, fishermen's custom at, on 

Christmas Eve, i. 262. 
Following the Corpse to the Grave, ii. 

153—168. 
Fond Plough, i. 280. 
Fontinalia, feast of, ii. 225, 
Fool of the May Games, i. 143, 144. 

a character in the Morris, i. 154. 

King Charles the First's, i. 154. 

the keeping one in families for enter* 

tainment formerly common, i. 144, 277. 
Fool Plough and Sword Dance, i. 278 — 

284. 
Fool Plough, representation of the, as used 

in Yorkshire, i. 279. 

also called the Fond, or White Plough, 

i. 280. 

Fools, festival of, i. 10, 76, 77, 82, 279. 

made on the Ist of May, i. 131. 

" Fool's Fair," at Lincoln, ii. 273. 
Foot- Ale, ii. 204. 

Foot-Ball, ii. 247. 

game of, on Shrove Tuesday, i. 

42, 45, 92. 

prohibited in Scotland, ii. 248. 

Money, ii. 98. 



Footcloth, fool's, in the Morris Dance, i. 145, 

154. 
Footing, ii. 204. 
Footman, Sir Thomas Overbury's character 

of a, i. 60. 
Fore-spoken water, i. 217. 

goods, iii. 149, 150. 

Forfar, Martinmas custom at, i. 220. 
Forfeits, i. 278. 

in Barbers' shops, ii. 219. 

Forglen, in Banffshire, few persons at choose 

to marry on a Friday, ii. 30. 
— >— other superstitions at, iii. 58, 86. 
Foinicalia, L 78. 
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FortiDgall, CO. Perth, Yew tree at, ii. 163. 
Fortune-teller, description of the, in Hudi- 

bras, iii. 33. 
Fortune-tellers still called ^ wise men** in 

the North, iii. 34. 
Fountains superstitions, ii. 223, 225, 226. 

— — forbidden, ii. 227. 

Fountain on the shores of the Bosphorus, ii. 

225. 
Four, superstition relating to the number, iii. 

145. 
Fowl, offering of a, ii. 228. 
'■' merry-thought of a, iii 117. 
Fowls, omens from, ii. 1 15. 
Fox and Geese, ii. 215. 
Fox-i-th* Hole, i. 4. 
Fox tayles. Crown of, iii. 213. 
Foys, ii. 202. 
Fraise, i.217. 
France, Ash- Wednesday how distinguished 

by the peasantry of, i. 55. 
— — "^ custom in, on Midsummer Eve, i. 

167. 



— St. Denis and St. Michael the patron 
saints of, i. 196. 

Kings of, give presents to their soldiers 

at Chri stmas, i. 271. 

— hunting the Wren in, iii. 103. 
touching for the Evil in, iii. 160. 



\j J — 

Frances, St., de Sales, tbrbids the custom of 

Valentines, i. 35. 
Francis, St., i.' 202. 

— Girdle of, iii. 165. 

Franciscans, supposed to have attended May 

Games, i. 153. 
Franconia, rites celebrated in, at Rogation 

time, i. 120. 

feasting on, at Martinmas, i. 219. 

■ — customs used in, on St. Nicholas 

Day, i. 228. 

Fool-plough used in on Ash -Wed- 



nesday, i. 278. 

Christmas carols in, i. 217. 



Franklin, Sir Thomas Overbury's character 

ofa, i. 36. 
Frederick, Elmperor of Germany, anecdote 

relating to the marriage of, iii. 184. 
Freeman's Well at Alnwick, i. 240. 
Freshmen, indignities offered to at Oxford, i. 

240. 
Frets, superstitious notions in Scotland, so 

called, ii. 144. 



Friar Tuck, i. 143, 153. 

Friar's Lantern, iii. 218. 

Friday, an unlucky day, ii. 27, 28. 

considered lucky by Anrengzebe, ii. 



28. 



unlucky for marriage, ii. 30. 



Frideswide, St., i. 200. 

Frindsbury, co. Kent, May-day custom at, 

i. 141. 

procession of the men of, to 

Rochester on Whit Monday, i. 141. 
Frogs, Omens of weather, iii, 97, 132. 
Fnunenty, i. 9. 

Fugalia, Roman, feast of, i. 109. 
Fuller's Thistle, weather omen drawn from, 

iii. 133. 
Funeral or Dead Peal, ii. 139. 
FuNEBAL Entertainments, ii. 147 — 153. 
— . Pye, ii. 150. 

rites, parody on, in Dunbar's Will 

of Maister Andro' Kennedy, ii. 156. 

Sermons, ii. 171. 

— Tokens, ii. 150. 

Etymology of, ii. 169. 



V a^ — J 

Funerals, Invitations to, ii. 156. 
— — Psalmody used at, ii. 165* 

Music at, ii. 165, 166. 

Irish, ii. 166. 

Howling at, ii. 167. 

■ ■ ■ ■ Roman, ii. 168. 

— Torches and Lights at, ii. 168. 

Funeral Sung formerly used in Yorkshire, 

ii. 155. 
Funus, etymology of, ii. 169. 
Furmenty pot, ii 14. 
Furmety, i 63. 

■ — used at Country Wakes in Cheshire, 

ii.9. 
Furry day, in Cornwall, supposed Flora's 

day, ii. 133. 
Fye, or Fye-Token, iii. 123. 
Fynnon Vair, ii. 227. 



Gall, St., i. 196. 
Galliards.ii. 102. 
Gallicet,St.,i. 203. 
Galliciuium, i. 33. 
" Gallorum Pugna," i. 45. 
Gallus, St., i. 203. 

GaUows, or Gibbet^ chips or cuttings from a» 
a cure for the Ague, iii. 15^ 
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allows^ woman marrying a man under the, 

to save him from execution, iii. 205. 
alston, in Ayrshire, women attend funerals 

in the village dressed in black or red 

cloaks, ii. 173. 
AMES, Notices op various, some unknown, 

ii. 264,265. 

- Christmas, i. 253. 

— enumeration of, used by boys and 

girls, from a Harleian MS., ii. 265. 

ang Days, Gang- Week, i. 121. 

ang-flower, or Uogation-flower, ibid. 

angingDay, custom of,a,tBishop^8Stortford, 
i. 208. 

fargunnock, co. Stirling, pernicious drinking 
custom at, iL 211. 

rAKLANDS AT WEDDINGS, ii. 76 — 78. 

of willow, sent to disappointed 

lovers, ii. 97. 

rAKLANDS IN CoUNTRY ChuBCHES, AND 

Strewing Flowers om Graves, ii. 184 

—192. 
carried at the Funerals of Virgins, 

ii. 187, 188. 
iramish-Money, i. 241. 
rarter, Order of the, whence derived, ii, 80. 

rARTERS AT WEDDINGS, ii. 79. 

rauch, Teutonic for Fool, i. 77. 

ray describes the strewing of flowers upon 

the Graves, ii. 185. 
reddes. Dr., anecdote of, i. 212. 
reese, in prime season at Michaelmais, i. 

206. 
- — eaten upon St. Martin's Day, Twelfth 

Day, and Shrove Tuesday, at Paris, i. 

206. 
— ^ green, eaten in May, ibid. 
eaten by ploughmen at Harvest Home) 

i. 206. 

superstitions concerning, iii. 113. 

Geho,*' antiquity of the term, i. 294. 
jkmmel, or Gemow Rings, ii. 60,61. 
Jenevieve, St., i. 196, 200. 

irenii, doctrine of, as attendants upon human 

beings, i. 199. 
renoa, iSt. John Baptist the patron of, i. 

200. 
Jenow, St., i. 196, 204. 
Jeorge, St., i. 196, 198, 200, 202. 

patron of England, i. 196, 200. 

reorge Cataphractus, St., i. 196. 
George's Day, St., i. 114. 



Geftnain, St., great Bell at the Abbey of, 
rung against Thunder, ii. 137. 

Germans, martial dance among the, with 
Swords, i. 279. 

Germans, custom among the, for a bride, when 
conducted to the bride>chamber, to take 
off her shoe and throw it among the by- 
standers, ii. 103. 

Germany, Twelfth-day customs in, i. 11. 

custom used in many places of, 

on Ash- Wednesday, i. 56. 

^— — — emblematical print sometimes pre- 
sented in, instead of Eggs, i. 98. 

custom in, on the night before the 



Ist of May, i. 128. 

St. Martin, St. Boniface, and St. 



George Cataphractus, patron Saints of, 
i. 196. 

first appearance of Gipsies in, iii . 48. 



Ghent, St. Bavo and St. Libum patron Saints 

of, i. 200. 
Ghost, Grose's description of a, iii. 37. 

mode of addressing one, iii. 38. 

■ pronounced Guetft in the North of Eng- 
land, iii. 44. 
Ghosts or Apparitions, iii. 37—45. 

those of unburied persons described 

by Virgil as wandering up and down on 
the banks of the Styx, iii. 37. 

conversation concerning, from Addi- 



son's comedy of the Hamited House, iii. 
40. 

laying of, iii. 43, Note. 



Giants, practice of carrying about, on Mid- 
summer Eve, i. 168, 183. 
' used in the City pageants, i. 183. 

' origin of the, in Guildhall, i. 184. 

— ^— Dr. Milner 8 explanation of the Sta- 
tues of, burnt at Dunkirk, Douay, &c., 
i. 185. 

Gibbet, or Gallows, superstitions concerning 
the, iii. 147. 

Gifts, New Year's, i. 5, 7, 8, 11. 

— ' — under the Nails of the Fingers, iii. 93. 

Giles, St., Fair, near Winchester, ii. 268. 

Gillingham, co. Dorset, ceremony of acknow- 
ledgment to the Lord of the Manor of, 
on the Monday before Holy Thursday, i. 
124. 

"Gilliou a burnt tayle,*' iii. 218.. 

Gimmal Rings, ii. 60, 61. 

Gipsies, iii, 45 — 55» 
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Gipsies, in Calabria, carry torches at their 

weddings, ii. 99. 
— - enumeration of works illustrative of 

their history, iii. 46,47. 

Spelman's account of the, iii. 48. 



Girdles fc^ women in labour, ii. 41. 

Girl, divination by adorning a, on 23rd June, 
as cited by the TruUan Council, i. 181. 

Girls' Thistle, gathered on the Eve of St. John 
Baptist, i. 167. 

Gisborough, co. York, custom of the Fisher- 
men at, on St. Peter's Day, i. 187. 

* superstition at, concerning the 

seventh son of a seventh son, iii. 144. 

Give-Ales, i. 105, 159. 

Giuoco della Cieca, ii. 239. 

Glacach, a disease so called among the High- 
landers, iii. 152. 

Glain Nedr, iii. 148. 

Glamorganshire, custom in, of strewing a 
corpse with flowers, ii. 189. 

■ graves newly dressed in, at 

Easter and Whitsuntide, ii. 190. 

whitening of houses in, to keep 



out the Devil, ii. 297. 
Glasgow, donations made at, at funerals to 

the poor, ii. 177. 
Glass, eating the Apple at the, i. 214. 
Glastonbury, miraculous Walnut Tree at, 

i. 162. 
Glastonbury Thorn, i. 162, iii. 203. 
Gleek, game of, ii. 265, 266. 
" Gloria in Excelsis,*' hymn of, i. 262. 
Glory, Hand of, iii. 153, 154. 
Gloucestershire, Wassailer's song of, on New 

Year's Eve, i. 2. 

fires in, in honour of Twelfth 



Day, i. 14. 



on Midsummer Eve, i. 167. 



Skimmington in, ii. 120. 



Glove, dropping or sending the, ii. 79. 
Gloves at Weddings, ii. 78. 
■ white, given to Judges at a Maiden 

Assize, i. 79. 

at Easter, i. 49. 



Glow-worm, ii. 33. 

■ a token of fair weather, iii. 107. 

Goarin, St., i. 203. 

Goat, ihe Devil pictured in the shape of a, 

ii. 296, 297. 
Goat and Compasses, origin of the sign of, 



Goats, popular superstitions concerning, ii. 
297. 

Gobstones, game of, ii. 104. 

Gods, tutelar, of heathenism, i. 196, 200. 

imitated by the Romanists, ibid. 

God's Kichall, cake so called, ii. 51. 

Godstowe Nunnery, in Oxfordshire, public 
prayers in the Church of, in 1278, per- 
formed on Innocents Day by little girls, 
i. 236. 

GoFP, or GoLP, ii. 248. 

Gog and Magog in Guildhall, i. 184. 

Goging Stole, le, iii. 53. 

Gold or Silver, breaking a piece of, in token 
of a contract of marriage, ii. 55, 59, 60. 

G CD-Friday, i. 87—90. 

— — - rites peculiar to, used on 
Passion Smiday, i. 107. 

hallowing of Cramp-rings and 



creeping to the Cross on, i. 87. 

Eggs laid on, preserved, ibid. 

Naogeorgus's account of the 

ceremonies on, i. 87, 88. 

Eggs and Bacon a usual dish 



on, i. 87. 



i. 92. 



Cross-Buns on, i. 88. 
watching the Sepulchre on. 



GooDiNo, going a, on St. Thomas's Day, 

i. 247. 
Goodman, St., i. 202. 
« Goodman's Croft," iii. 166, 167. 
" Good Wine needs no Bush," ii. 215. 
Goose at New Year's tide, i. 9. 

popular saying concerning eating, on 

Michaelmas Day, i. 206. 

an emblem of ** mere modestie," i. 206. 

jest respecting hitting the joint of a, i. 

207. 
— — eaten on the Continent at Martinmas, 

i. 220. 
St. Martin's Day marked with a, on the 

Norway clogs, i. 221. 
— — — a chief ingredient in the composition of 

a Christmas Pie, i. 288. 
at Harvest Home, i. 206, ii, 17.. 

plucking at a, iii. 4. 

Goose-grass, i. 206. 

<< Goose intentos,'' i. 205. 
Goose, Michaelmas, i. 205. 
Goose Riding, ii. 292. 
Gospel Trees, i. 119. 
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Gospels, why Four, iii. 145. 

jrossamer, iii. 119. 

Tossip's bowl, i. 3. 

jrossip's cake, ii. 51, 52. 

Tosteg yr Halen, or the prelude of the Salt, 

iii. 83. 
xowk, hunting the, in Scotland, on the Ist of 

April, i. 77. 
jrrace-cup, in our Universities, origin of the, 

i. 4. 
jrrass, strewing of a church with,on Whitsun* 

day, i. 161. 
vrates. Omens at the bars of, iii. 95, 96. 
rrave, position in the, as adopted for inter- 
ment by different nations, ii. 182. 

stumbling at a, iii. 134. 

anciently called Pyttes, ii. 153. 

jfraves, position of, ii. 182, 183. 

ciutom of strewing flowers on, ii. 184, 

185. 
fenced with osiers in the South of 

England, ii. 185. 

illustration of the passage in Hamlet, 



" make her grave straight,''' ii. 182. 
in Brecknockshire, sometimes strewed 



with slips of Bay or Yew, ii. 190. 

iraydon, Cnarles, his lines on Nuts burning, 
i. 209. 

Greece, Houses decked with Evergreens in, 
in December, i. 284. 

rreek Church, pancake feast, preceding Lent, 
used in the, i. 41. 

— ■ celebratj^on of Easter in the, 

i. 98, 102. 

- " ■ — tapers used at weddings in 
the, ii. 99. 

vreeks, had a method of preparing fighting- 
cocks for battle, ii. 36. 

modem, use parboiled wheat at fune- 
rals, i. 66. 

buried their dead toward the East, ii. 



195,196. 

rBEEN-IviE Leap, divination by a, iii. 191. 
rreenlanders keep a Sun-feast at the Winter 

Solstice, i. 260. 
Jreenvill, Sir Fulk, ii. 294. 
rreenwich-hill, festivities of, at Easter and 

Whitsuntide, i. 106, 107. 
freenwich Hospital, the four great rivers of 

England represented in the Painted Hall 

at, i. 123. 
Gregory, St.,i. 197,202. 



Gregory, St., the great patron of scholars, i. 230. 
, superstitions on the night of, iii. 

70. 
6re8co,ii. 266. 
Gresham, Sir John, dinner at the Funeral of, 

ii. 148. 
Grey, Lady Catherine, the circumstances of 

her death, ii. 131, 132. 
Groaning Cake and Cheese, ii. 44 — 46. 
Groaning Chair, ii. 45. 
Groat, Drunken, ii. 204. 
Groats, or Oats hulled, etymology of, i. 221. 
proverb concerning in the North of 

England, i. 221. 
Groom-porter, Hazard played at, at Court, for 
• his benefit, on the night of Twelfth-day, 

i. 15. 
silver tolen passed at the benefit 

ofthe, i. 20. 
Gudula,St.,i. 200. 
^' Guest^^' the word Ghost so pronounced, iii. 

44. 
Guidhel, or Misseltoe, how described in the 

Edda, i. 285. 
Guildford, Lord Keeper, checks the supersti- 
tions concerning Witchcraft, iii. 10, 29. 
Guildhall, London, origin of the figures of 

Giants in, i. 183, 184. 
colours taken at Ramilies put up 

in, i. 184. 
Guisearts, Scots Christmas Carol by the, i. 

249, 250. . 
Gule, etymology of, i. 191, 258. 
GuLE of August^ commonly called Lammas 

Day, i. 191. 
Gunpowder Flot ^Annivenary of the, i. 218. 
Gurgunnock, co. Stirling, Witchcraft super- 
stition at, iii. 24. 
Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, plays at 

Blindman 8 Buff with his Colonels, ii. 239. 
Gute Freytag, i. 65. 
" Guy-l'an-neuf,'' i. 6. 
Gyar Carlins, ii. 287. 
Gyl burnt tayle, iii. 218. 

Hackie, ii. 248. 

^^Hackin," explanation of, i. 291. 

Haddock, iii. 194. 

Haggisters, iii. 113. 

Hagmena, i. 247, 248. 

a corrupted word firom the Greek 

ayta /ttifiif i* ^0» 
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Hagmena, ctutom of, in Scotland, i. 250. 

Haguilleiines, i. 249. 

Haguimento, i. 249. 

Hair, gudden turning of grey, iiL 91, 92. 

Hain, spitting on those which come out in 

combing, iii. 142. 
Halcyons, iii. 117. 
Haleg-monath, i. 266. 

Hales-Owen, Salop, bride-ale custom at, ii. 90. 
Halgrave Moor, Cornwall, species of Quintain 

practised at, i. 212. 
Halle E'en, or Nutcback Night, i. 209. 
— Bums's account of Scottish sports 

on, i. 210. 
Hallow-Even Fire, i. 216. 
Hallowmasse, ringing of bells on, i. 218. • 
Hallowyng of Bells, ii. 136. 

• of Saturday Afternoon, ii. 24. 

Halter, superstition concerning a, iii. 153. 
** Halves," crying out, iii. 135. 
Hamburg, custom of the inhabitants of, giv- 
ing carp for supper to their servants on 

Christmas Eve, i. 257. 
Hammer, use of a, in calling the monks to 

Church in ancient times, ii. 135. 
Hampshire, Colt-pixy the name of a supposed 

Fairy in, ii. 294. 
Hand-ball, game of, at Easter, i. 103. 
-'■ description of, from "Mons Ca- 

tharinse," i. 105. 
Hand-fasting, or Handfeesting, ii. 54, 56, 57. 
Hand and Finger Nails, Omens concerning, 

iii. 92. 

popular belief relating to the size, 

softness, &c. of the Hand, iii. 93. 
custom of Kissing the Hand, derived 

from the ancient Persians, iii. 93. 
Hand of Glory, foreign superstition of the, 

iii. 163, 154. 

' practised in Ireland, iii, 154. 

Handkerchiefs given by gentlemen to their 

favourites, /. Eliz., ii. 50. 
Hands, right, joining of the, in Marriage, ii. 63. 
Handsel, iii. 141, 142. 
Handsel Monday, i. 7. 
"Hand8ke,'Mi. 78. 
Handy-dandy, ii. 249. 
Hans Wurst, i. e. Jack Sausage, the German 

name for the attendant on a mountebank, 

i. 91. 
Hardicanute, King, original of Hock -Tuesday 

denred Aom the dMtfa of, i. 112. 



Hare crossing the way, iiL 105. 

vulgar error concerning Hares, iiL 265. 

Ham, i. 206. 

Harrow School, silver arrow at, shot for, i. 247. 
Harry Hurcheson, game of, ii. 246. 
Harvest Dame, in Yorkshire, ii. 16. 

— Dinners in Cornwall, iL 17. 

— Doll, or Kern-baby, in Northnmber* 
land, iL 15. 

Gosling, ii. 17. 



Harvest-Home, ii. 11 — 20. 

' Geese eaten at, i. 206. 

~ rqoicings of, on HallowEve, 



L210. 



11. 



17. 



Thomson's descriptioii of, il 
how celebrated in France, iL 



Harvest-home Song, ii. 17, 18. 

Harvest Queen, ii. 15, 16. 

Harvey, the conjurer of Dublin, i. 211. 

Hascka, St, ii. 286. 

Hats worn whilst sitting at meat, i. 2^7. 

congr^ations sitting during service with 

their hats on, ii. 195, 197. 
Haunted House, Gay^s description of one, iii. 

42. 

— ^— form for exorcising one, ibid. 

** Hawkie,^* harvest custom so called, in Cam- 
bridgeshire, ii. 16. 
Hawsted, co. Suff., partiality at, for burying 

on the South and East aides oif the Church. 

yard, ii. 180. 
Hay used in strewing Churches, i. 10. 
Hay-thorn gathered on May Day, used against 

Witches, i. 131. 
Hazel, vulgar Notion concerning, iii. 175. 
Hazel Nuts, Gay's spell with, L 209. 
Head Omens, iii. 01, 92. 
Heads and Tails, ii. 250. 
Healths, or Toasts,, ii. 20^. 
Misson's account of tiiC manner of 

drmking in England, ii. 207, 208. 

mode of drinking, as described in 



Rich's " Irish Hubbub," ii. 201. 

custom for GkJlant8> to stab thein- 



\ 



selves in the Arm or elsewhere, in drink- 
ing the Healths of fheit Mistre^ies, iL 205. 

Heam, exnlanation of, iii. 62. 

Heame, Thomas, his orders for his grave, iL 
181. 

Heamshaw, iii. 113. 
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eavinesfl considered as an Omen, iii. 92. 
eaving, on Easter Monday and Tuesday^ i. 

106, 112. See Lifting, 
ebrides, Harvest Song in the, ii. 18. 
ectors, ii. 214. 
ederiga, St., i. 196. 

edge-hogs, Omens of Weather, iii. 131. 
eifer*s tail, prognostication of Weather from 

a, iii. 129, 132. 
eil, an Idol so called, i. 4. 
eit, or Heck ! the Carter s term, i. 293, 
elene, feu d', St. Helen's Fire, iii. 220. 
eliotropes and Marigolds, weather Omens, 

iii. 153. 
ell, the Tailor's hiding-place, i. 289. 
elp-Ale, ii. 51. 
[elpers, Saints so described in Naogeorgus^s 

" Regnum Papisticum," i. 197. 
elstone, Cornwall, May custom retained at, 

i. 133. 
elvetia, custom in, at Shrovetide, i. 52. 
Hemkomol,^' ii. 95. 

emlock, singular sleepy effects of, iii. 159. 
emp-seed, sowing of, on Midsummer Eve, i. 

170. 
— ^— on AllhallQW Eve, i. 

186, 210, 214. 
en, threshing of the, i. 40. 
enry II. serves the Boar's head at his son's 

Coronation dhmer, i. 266. 
— — bled at the nose when his son Ri- 
chard came to view his corpse, iii. 124. 

— III.,NewYear'sGiftsextortedby, i. 11. 

— IV., Christmas Mummings in honour of, 
i.251. 

— VI., superstitious bleeding of the corpse 
of, iii. 124. 

— VIII. and Queen Katherine ride ''a 
Maying," i. 125, 130. 

■ wears White Mourning for Anne 

Boleyn, ii. 172. 
lens thrown at, at Shrovetide, i. 40, 49. 

made presents of at Shrovetide, i. 49. 

put on an odd number of Ep^i^s, iii. 142. 

[eralds of private gentlemen, i. 253. 

(erbert, George, funeral of, ii. 174. 

[erbs and Flowers, strewing of, at Weddings, 

ii.72. 
. at Bride -ales, 

ii. 92. 



at Funerals, ii. 168, 

power of as Charmi, iii. 13, 151. 



Herculaneum, picture found at, representing 

a marriage, ii. 103. 
Herefordshire, wassailing Custom in, on 

Twelfth Day, i. 14. 

- singular Morris Dance in, i. 148, 



149. 



Soul Mass Cakes in, i. 217. 
custom of Ihe Sin-Eater in, ii. 



152. 

Hermes' Fire, St, iii. 220. 
Herolt, John, a Dominican friar, extract from 

his Sermon on the Nativity, i. 257. 
Herons, superstitious concerning, iii. 111. 
Hertfordshire, sport of " Crying the Mare " in, 

ii. 11. 

harvest customs of, ii. 11, 16. 

Hesket, in Cumberland, Court for the Forest of 

Englewood kept at, on St. BamabaAfl 

Day, i. 141. 
Heston, co. Midd., custom of Cock-throwing 

at, i. 39. 
gathering of Fem-secd at, on St. John 

Baptist's Eve, i. 180. 
Hexham, form of inviting to burials at, by 

the public bellman of the town, ii. 156. 
" Hiccius doctius," iii. 35. 
Highgate, custom of swearing strangers at, ii. 

121,122. 
Highlanders burn juniper before their cattle 

on New Year's Day, i. 10. 
— — — funeral customs of, ii, 149. 

- second sight among the, iii. 78 — 



80. 



96. 



make anything a sign of Rain, iii. 



Highlands of Scotland, Beltein custom re- 
tained in the, i. 127. 

Girdles used in the, 

for Women in labour, ii. 41. 

— - superstitions in the, 

respecting Children, ii. 49. 

manner of a High- 
land lord's funeral, ii. 149. 

superstitions in, con- 



cerning Lakes and Fountains, ii. 230. 

Charms practised in 



the, iii. 146. 
Hilary, St., patron of coopers, i. 203. 
Hindostan, the Gipsies supposed originally to 

havel come from, iii. 45, 46. 
Hiring Fairs in Scotland, ii. 270. 
Hitchin, co. Hertf., harvest custom at, ii. II. 
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Hob or Nob, ii. 213. 
Hob- Monday, r. 213. 
Hobby HoBSE,tbe, i. 145. 
■ custom of at Minehead, on the 

UtofMay.i. 128. 

dialogue coDceming, in the 



" Vow-Breaker," i. 145. 

— earliest vestige of the, i. 145, 



146. 



- at Christmas, i. 269, 270. 



Hobgoblin, ii. 292, 294. 

Hock-Cart, ii. 16. 

- rerses on, from Merrick's " Hespe- 
ride^,'' ii. 14. 

Hockey Cake, ii. 16. 

Hocking at Whitsuntide, i. 160. 

Hoc-tide, i. 81. 

— — ^ passages in the old historians re- 
lating to, i.^ 109, 110. 

Etymology of, i. 111. 



Hoc Tuesday, i. 110. 

Hocus pocus, iii. 31, 35. 

Hoghemenay, i. 219. 

Hogs foreshow Storms, iii. 131. 

<* Hoisting,'' ceremony of, ii. 122. 

Hoke Day,!. 107—114. 

. etymologies of, i. 108, 109. 

— — . Withers's allusion to, i. 108. 

Holidays, Law of King Alfred concerning, i. 

103. 
Holland, St. Mary the patron saint for, i. 196. 
— — — child-birth custom in, ii. 45. 
^— ^— Dr. Thomas, Sermon of, on Queen 

Elisabeth's Accession, i. 223, 224. 
Holly, Carol of the time of Henry VI. in praise 

ofthe, i. 287, 
Holly- Boy, sport of the, in Kent, i. 35. 
— ^— — and Ivy Girl, i. 44. 
Holt, Sir — , annual custom, at Christmas, in 

the House of, at Aston, near Birmingham, 

i. 257. 
Holy Days, the landmarks to distinguish 

timos, ii. 25. 
Holy I»huul, custom of ** Petting'' in, ii. 105. 
Hoi.Y Innocknts' Day, i. 295. 
Hoi.Y Hwn Day, i. 194, 195. 
Hoi.Y TiU'RSDAY, procession on. i. 119. 
■ Ascension Day, so called 

among the Anglo-Saxons, i. 121. 

-»rilM pcrfocmed at wells on. 




Holy Wells, ii. 223. 

recipe for making a Holy Well, 

ii. 233. 
HoDorius, Archbishop of Canterbtuy, tiie fint 

who divided the ELingdom into paridies^ i. 

117. 
Hooker, Richard, an encourager of parochial 

perambulations, i. 117. 
Hoop, trundling the, ii. 262. 

game at Sea, so called, ii. 267. 

Hoopoe, iii. 115. 

Hop-pickers in Kent, custom among the, de- 
scribed in Smart's ** Hop-gardeu," ii. 13. 
Hopkins, Matthew, the Witch-finder, iii. 16. 
" Hoppe,'* a term used by Chaucer, ii. 6. 
HoppiNQs, ii. 1 — 10. 

• ' derivation of the term, ii, 6. 

Hoquinanno, i. 249. 

Horace promises presents to a Fountain at his 

Sabine villa, ii. 230, 231. 
Horley, co. Surrey, extracts from the Church- 
wardens' Accounts of, i. 189, 226. 
Horn of Abundance, ii. 1 17. 
Homcastle, co. Line, Maypole at, i. 77. 
Hornchurch, co. Essex, Christmas treat at 

i. 291. 
Homedness ofthe New Moon, iii. 72, 129, 131. 
Horn-Fair, held at Charlton in Kent, account 

of, ii. 121. 
Homie, a name for the Devil, ii. 299. 
Horns, drinking out of, i. 129. 

bio whig of, on May Day, ibid. 

why appropriated to Cuckolds, ii. 126. 

HoBNS, vulgar saying of huabemda wearing, iL 

113, 114. 
Horoscopes, iii. 183. 
*< Horse and Hattock,'* a term used by Fairies, 

ii. 290. 
Horses bldoded on St* Stephen's Day, L 292. 
— charms and superstitions relating to, 

iii. 130, 147, 150, 156. 
Horse-shoes, nailed on the thresholds of Doon^ 

against Witches, iii. 12. 
still seen at doors in Moomoath 

Street, iii. 12. 

lucky to find, iii. 12, 135. 



aoorpw^ii. 147. 



\ 



Hose, casting of the Bride's left, ii 104. 

HoT-cocKLEs, i. 274, ii. 250. 

Houghton le Spring, custom called "Ordew ' 

used in the Grammar School at, i. 23^. 
Houseleek, why planted in Cottages, ii. 611. 
never stricken by Thunder, iii. 
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) or Howdy Wife, the midwife so called 
the North of England, iii. 60. 
ag at Funerals, ii. 166, 167, 168. 
NG of Dogs, iii. 97. 
Money, i. 112. 
t, St., i. 202, 203. 
; Bones, casting of, ii. 214. 
tt, Roger, collections of, for the History 
' Windsor and Eton Colleges, i. 243. 
s Day, St., i. 237. 
rche, St., i. 197, 200. 
istival among the Hindoos, i. 78. 
uloo," ii. 154. 

aREY, Duke, Dining with, iii. 208, 
)9. 

les, titular King of Hungary, the name 
*, used to frighten Children, ii. 296. 
the Slipper, i. 278, ii. 250. 
: 8-Hoop, a drinking term, ii. 202. 
ig the Gowk, i. 77. 

— the Ram at Eton School, 244. 
igdonshire, abimdance of willows in, i. 
I, 

r hacket, riding the, ii. 243. 

mancy, practised at Wells by the Druids, 

. 229, iii. 174. 

ks, ii. 204. 

irith a lanthorn, iii. 216. 
Eind Gill, Harvest in Bedfordshire, ii. 
6. 

Aws, superstitions concerning, iii. 113, 
14. 

('-Lent, i. 57. 
^udding, i. 81. 

Stones, game of, in Ireland, ii. 101. 
11, vulgar error concerning the, iii. 206. 
, drinking vessels so named, ii. 206. 
's stone, iii. 158. 
I. fond of cock-fighting, ii. 38. 
-' apophthegm of, relating to the Devil, 
.221. 

— his Ck)unter-blastto Tobacco, ii. 221, 
22. 

— extracts from his " Daemonology," iii. 
, 6, 9, 13, 14, 30. 

— supposed conjuration against by 
Vitches, when he was in Denmark, iii. 
2. 

II., King, omens at his Coronation, iii. 
S, 59. 
j's Day, St., i. 190. 



James's Fair, St., ii. 272. 
Januarius, St., i. 200. 

January, first night of, superstition on, at Kirk« 
michael, in Banffshire, i. 3. 

sports among the Heathens on the 

Kalends of, i. 279. 

January 30th, i. 5. 

- bells at NewcastQe-upon-Tyne 

muffled on, every year, ii. 129. 

Japanese Weddings, Lamps and Flambeaux 

used at, ii. 99. 
Ice Fairs among the ancient Northern Nations, 

ii. 271. 

on the Thames, ibid. 

Icelanders date the beginning of their year 

from Yule, i. 262. 
Jean Potage, the French name for the attend- 
ant on a mountebank, i. 81. 
Jefferies, Anne, supposed intercourse of, with 

Fairies, ii. 279, 280. 
Jesmond, St. Marys Well at, ii. 232. 
Jesters, i. 144. 
Jeu de Merelles, ii. 253. 
Jew, Wandering, iii. 192. 
Jewel, Bishop, Observations of, concerning 

Witches, iii. 9. 
Jewes Eare, a mushroom or excrescence so 

called, iii. 155. 
Jews, custom of the, on New Year's Day, i. 

d. 

Jewish wives, at the feast of the Passover, 

place hard eggs upon a table, i. 97, 100. 
the Ring used by the, as a covenant, ii. 

65. 
modem, matrimonial customs of the, ii, 

89. 

used trumpets for bells, ii. 129. 

funeral customs of the, ii. 146, 154, 164, 

165. 
— — pluck grass as they return from the grave, 

ii. 154, 165. 
superstitions among the, relating to Shoes 

and Stockings, iii. 85, 86. 

pare their nails on a Friday, iii. 94. 

Ifley, CO. Oxford, Yew Tree at, ii. 163. 

Ignis fatuus, iii. 216. 

. description of from Fawke8*8 

Poems, iii. 222. 
Jimmal, or Gimmal Rings, ii. 60. 
Jimmers, explanation of, ii. 60. 
Illuminations on Queen Elizabeth's Accession 

i. 224. 
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Images of wax made bj Witches, iii. 9, 10. 
** Jmperator,*" the ancient Lord of Misrule, at 

Trinity College, Cambfidge, i. 272* 
Incantations of Witches, iii. 8. 
Infants passed diroagh the fire, i. 177. 
— — good Genii of, i. 199. 

— newly baptized, custom in Scotland 

of holding them over a flame, ii. 48, 49. 
Ingathering, Feast of, ii. 11. 
Inning, harvest festival so called, ii. 17. 
Inning Goose, ii. 16. 
Innocents' Day, i. 295, 296. 
superstition concerning, ii. 

105. 
Inns, customs at, in the time of Charles U., ii. 

214. 
Ions of Court, dancing round the fires in, i. 

178. 
— — — — - Christmas customs at the, i. 

273,274. 
Intempestum, nocturnal Vigil of the Church 

of Rome so called, ii. 33. 
Inverest, co. Mid- Lothian, routing Well at, 

ii. 227. 
Inverness, custom at, on Shrove-Tuesday, L 

42. 
•* Joan Sanderson, or the Cushion Dance," ii. 

102. 
Joane uf Stow, Mother, the Charm of, iii. 151. 
Job, St., i. 196. 
Jock ie- blind-Man, ii. 239. 
•• Joggs," ii. 274. 
John, King, custom at Alnwick said to have 

been instituted by, i. 240. 
John, St., i. 196, 197, 201. 
John XIII., Pope, consecrates a large bell in 

the Lateral! Church, ii. 129. 
John Baptist, St., i. 200. 
John Baptist's Day, Vigil of, i. 166 — 186. 
' - ■ Gebelin'saccouncof the 

custom of making tires on, i. 166, 174. 
- Stow's account of the 



ceremonies formerly used on the Eve of 
in I^ndon, i. 167. 

— account of from an an- 



cient Calendar, i. 167, 179. 

festivities on, at Alcala, 



in S)iain, i. 167. 



bonfires and oBier cere> 
moniM oathft £re of» L 167, 168, 169, 



John Bapti8t''s Day, Sennon at Magdalea 
College^ Oxford, on the day of; L 171. 

implored for a bene- 
diction on Wine upon his day, ibid. 

- Naogeorgns's account of 



die rites of this Festivity, i. 17% 173. 
extract firom a corions 



Homily *' de Festo S. Johannis Baptisla^'* 

L 173. 

Divinations on, cUed 



from the Trullan Council, L 181. 
^ charm with Nails made 



on, iii. 160. 
John the Evangelist, St., customs on hii 

day, i. 294. 
John Port-Latin, St., i. 203. 
John's College, St, Oxford, description of the 

Christmas Prince at, i.275. 

ancient candle-socket of stone at, L 255. 

John's Wort, St, stuck over doors at Midsum- 
mer, i. 177. 

Joints hitting the, by thinking on a cuckold, 

ii. 125. 
Joint Hing, a token among betrothed Loven^ 

ii. 55. 
lol, i. 261. 
lolas, i. 5, 9. 

lona, superstition in, iii. 168. 
Joseph, St., i. 202. 

Ireland, customs in, on May Eve, L 128, 138. 

fires lighted in on the Eves of St 

John Baptist and St Peter, i. 
174__176. 

St Patrick the patron saint of, i. 196. 

a sheep killed in, in every fan^y thai 

can afford one, at Miohadmas, 
i.206. 

celebration in, on Allhallow Even, L 

211,213. 
— ■ celebration of the Church feast-day 

in, u. 2. 
— — Harvest customs in, ii. 22- 
— ^— ancient superstitions in, relatii^ to 

Children, ii. 49. 

Marriage customs in, ii. 58, 86, 87, 96. 

■ custom of setting salt upon a dead 

body used in the sooth of, ii. 146. 

Month's Mind in, ii. 194. 

bannocks or cakes laid io the way of 

travellers over the moontains in, 
iL233. 
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Ireland, traditions of Fairies in , ii. 291 
Irish, ancient manners of the, i. 61. 

- custom of crossing among the, i. 90. 

■ customs among the, on May Day, 

i. 128. 

— keep St Catherine's Day, i. 226. 
lamentations among the, on deaths, 



ii. 133. 

— Wake, account of the, ii. 142. 

— custom of conducting their dead to 
the grave, ii. 151. 

— to weep Irish, ii. 166. 

— form of an Irish funeral, ii. 166. 

— hurial of an Irish piper, ii. 174, 175. 

— Funeral Elegies among the, ii. 172. 

— superstitions of the, ii. 286; iii. 76, 
138, 151, 156. 

relating to Eclipses, iii. 

relating to Salt, iii. 84. 

— custom of the, at putting out a candle, 
iii. 95. 

Divinations among, by the blade- 



78. 



bone, iii. 1 80. 
Irish, Game so called, ii. 261. 
Iron, Ostriches eating and digesting, iii. 196. 
Isis and Osiris the patrons of the Egyptians, 

i. 200. 
Italians, Iheir mode of scoffing and saying 

«* Ecco, la Hco," ii. 116. 
Italy, Spain, and Provence, sports with Eggs, 

in, i. 97. 

May customs in Italy, i. 129. 

custom in Italy on St. Nicholas's Day, 

i. 231, 232. 

harvests in Italy earlier than with us, 

ii. 16. 

Itching of the Right Eye, iii. 88. 

Judos Candles, i. 29. 

Judas Eares, iii. 155. 

Julbock, i. 283. 

« Julbrod," i. 289. 

Julian, St., i. 202. 

Juliana, St., i. 196. 

Julklaps, i. 262. 

" Juncus," ii. 9, 10. 

June, ancient mezzotinto representing the 
month of, i. 179. 

Juniper bunit before the Cattle in the High- 
lands on New Year's Day, i. 10 ; iii. 148. 

Justices of Peace, during the Commonwealth, 
empowered to marry people, iii 63. 
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Ivy forbidden by the early Christians to be 
used in decorating houses at Christmas, 
i. 285. 

— Epigram on, i. 286. 

— — used as the Vintners' sign, ii. 207, 

216. 
Ivy GW, i.35. 
— sport of, in East Kent, i. 44. 

IVY-LEAF, QREEN, DiVINATION BY A, iii, 191. 

Kail, pulling of, on Hallow E'en, i. 213. 

winning the, ii. 96. 

Kalendas, the feast of Fools, i. 253. 

Kalends of January, profane sport on the, 

among the headiens, 279, 283. 
Karrjfreyrag, i. 65. 
KallJ^r Child's Caul, iii. 61, 62. 
Kelley, Edward, the philosopher, profusion of, 

in giving away Wedding rings, ii. 62. 
Kelpies, spirits so called, ii. 295. 
Kelso, barbarous sports at, iii. 3, 4. 
Kemping, ii. 19. 
Kemps shoes, iii. 86. 
Kendall, co. Westmoreland, inscription on 

the fif^h bell at the Church of, ii. 99. 
Kenelm's Wake, St., ii. 10. 
Kenilworth Castle, celebration of a solemn 

country bridal at, for Queen Elizabeth's 

amusement, in 1575, ii. 101. 

bear-baiting at, ii. 211. 

Kenethmont, co. Aberdeen, singular fair at, 

iii. 274. 
Kent, sport of Holly Boy and Ivy Girl in, L 

35. 

custom in, on St. James's Day, i. 190, 

' custom of " Gooding'* retained in, i. 

247. 
' Quintain used in, at Weddings, ii. 102, 

Kepping, i. 105. 
Kern Baby, ii. 15. 

Kern or Churn Suffer, ii. 11, 12, 15. 
Keston, co. Kent, custom at, in Rogation week, 

i. 123. 
Ketches, wakeful, on Christmas Eve, i. 257. 
Kettle Pins, ii. 215. 
Kichell, Gods, ii. 61. 
Kidderminster, custom on the election of a 

bailiflfat, i. 199. 
Kidlington, co. Oxford, custom at, on the 

Monday after Whitsun week, i. 158. 
Kilbar Village, in the Western Islands of 

Scotland, Michaelmas custom at, i. 207. 

s 



39S 



INDEX. 



Kilda, St., custom of the Islanders of, on St 
Michael's Day, i. 207. 

cake baked by the inhabitants of, on All 

Saints' Day, i. 210. 

sacrifice to a sea-god called Shony at^ 

at Hallow-tide, i. 210. 
Kildare, Earl of, in 1527, engaged at Shovel 

groat, when the warrant for his execution 

arrived, ii. 259. 
Kilfinan, co. Argyle, superstition at^ relating 

to Baptism, ii. 49. 
Kilfinichen and Kilviceven, in Argyleshire, 

superstition at, concerning burials in 

the churchyard, !li. 179. 
' concerning touching for the Evil at, 

iii. 161. 
Kilkenny, Ireland, breaking-up School cus- 
tom at, i. 245. 
King of the Bean, i. 12, 16, 17. 
— — or Lord of May, i. 151. 

of Cockneys, i. 295. 

of Misrule, i. 276. 

King and Queen, custom of choosing of, on 

Twelftli Day, i. 19. 
King Fisher, superstitions concerning the, iii. 

115, 129. 
King Game, at Kingston, co. Surrey, i. 152. 
Kings, the festival of, i. 12. 
Kings of Cologne, i. 16. 

— .^— — — charm from the, iii. 

Kings and Queens, feast of, i. 16. 
King's Evil, touching for the, iii. 140, 150. 
King*8 Norton, May-poles setup at^ i. 137. 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Extracts from the 

Churchwardens' accounts of, relating to 

Easter-day, i. 96. 

Extracts from the Chamberlain's 

and Churchwardens' Accounts of, illus- 
trating the May-games, i. 147, 148. 

celebration of the Kyngham at, i. 



152. 



Curfew-bell at, ii. 139. 
— a cucking-stool anciently kept at, 

iii. 52, 53. 
Kinnoul Hill, superstitious games celebrated 

in a cave called the Dragon Hole at, on 

the 1st of May, i. 128. 
Kirkby Stephen, monument of Thomas first 

Lord Wharton at, ii. 114. 
Kirkaldy, co. Fife, persons burnt at, in 1633, 

for witchcraft, iii. 19. 
Kirkcudbright, Martinmas custom at, i. 220. 



Kirkmichael, co. Banff, custom at, on the lat 
of January, i. 8. 

appearance of the fint days of 

winter, how observed aJt, i. 218. 

drinking custom at, ii. 211. 

St. Michael's Well at, ii. 227. 

belief in Fairies at, ii. 290. 

superstition relating to witch- 



craft af^ iii. 36. 

superstitions relating to the Mooo 



at, iii. 75. 

Kirkwall and St. Ola, co. Orkney, supersti- 
tion at^ as to unlucky days, iL 28. 

— — — superstitions at, relating to Maiw 
riage and Baptism, ii. 40. 

superstitions at, rdating to ^ 



Moon, iiL 75. 
Kirriemuir, co. Forfar, a witchpool at, iii. 19. 
Kirtliug, CO. Cambridge, portrait of Queen 

Elizabeth at, ii. 212. 
Kiss, nuptial, ii. 87, 88. 
Kissing, custom of, anciently, at the begin- 
ning of dances, ii. 102. 
Kites, superstitions relating to, iii. Ill, 113, 

113. 
" Kitra, ou baiser d'amour des Grecs,** il 

88. 
" Knack," harvest figure so called, ii. 15. 
Knave Child, urine of a, used as a charm, 

iii. 148. 
Knells, nine for a man, six for a woman, 

three for a child, ii. 128, 134, Note^ 
Knitting Cup, ii. 85. 
Knives given away at Croyland Abbey on 

St. Bartholomew's Day, i. 194. 

Bride, ii. 82. 

Knives, Scissobs, Razobs, &c., iii. 134, 

135. 
Knolles, Sir Robert, dole at his funeral, il 

176. 
Knot, True-love, ii. 67. 
Knot Divination, ii. 69. 
Korrail, auld rude of, i. 185. 
Koffxm/jMvluei, ii. 67 ; iii. 187, 188. 
Krackis-blinda, ii. 239. 
Kyles and Dams, ii. 243. 
" Kyngham," or King-game, i. 152. 
Kyng play, at Whitsuntide, i. 169. 
Kyrle, Mr., the Man of Ross, ii. 125. 

Ladder, imlucky to walk under a, iL 105. 
Ladies' bed-straw, plant so called, ii. 42, 
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s of iron, custom of affixing, to wells, 
i.224. 

of the Lamb, i. 158. 
of the May, i. 126. 
at Whitsuntide, 1621,1. 160. 
IN THE Straw, ii. 41 — 44. 
ceremony of a, taking her chamber, ii. 42. 
young, wins the Broos, ii. 97. 
Bugs, superstitions concerning the, iii. 
.02. 

Fly, rustic divination with the,i. 203. 
's Thistle, invention of the dark ages 
jonceming, i. 29, 
:e, or Midlent Sunday, i. 62. 
imas, i. 191. 

-Wake, or lache Wake, derivation of, 
i. 140. 

Bourne's complaint at the drinking 
^d at the, ii. 141. 
I, Lady of the, i. 158. 
t-Ale, i. 158. 

eth, Boy Bishop at^ i, 233. 
KINS, Omens of Weather, iii. 118. 
's Wool, i. 3, 14, 274. 

Gen. Vallancey's etymology 

.f,i. 218. 

— mode of making, in Ireland, 

bid. 

ness. Charm for, iii. 149. 

[AS Day, i. 191, 192. 

etymology of the name, i. 191, 

', sparkling of a, an omen of rain, iii. 

30. 

k, old custom at, on the Saturday be- 

ore Palm Sunday, i. 71. 

- riding the marches at, i. 124. 

ishire, custom of Lifting retained in, i. 

07. 

Soul-Mass Cakes in, i. 217. 

>mark, or Langemark Day, i. 129, 

uenet, ii. 266. 

om Fly, Indian, iii. 218. 

nd Witches, iii. 6, Note. 

ing, of unlucky omen, iii. 114. 

ss, ii. 14. 

!8, CO. Hereford, singular tenure at, i. 

105, 206. 

Wake, ii. 143. 

m Council, its interference in regard to 

he payment of tithes, i. 117. 

ler. Bishop, his description of Robin 

Blood's Day, i. 143. 



Laud, Archbishop, the first who framed a 

canon for bowing toward the Commu- 
nion Table, ii. 197. 
receives an omen from the fall of his 

picture, iii. 121. 
Launceston, co. Cornwall, gathering of Fern 

Seed at, on Midsummer Eve, i. 180. 
—^— superstition at, on Christmas 

Eve, concerning the oxen, i. 250. 
Laurel, a defensative against Thunder, iii. 

166, 168. 
lAurence's Well, St., at Peterborough, ii. 

229. 
Law, Societies of, performed shows at Qurist- 

mas, i. 273, 276. 
Laying Out or Streeking the Body, ii. 

143—145. 
Leabharfeiu, iii. 215. 
Leaping over fires, a vestige of the Ordeal, i. 

166, 167. 
' over Midsummer bon-fires, i. 178, 

179. 
Leaves flying in the wind, a sign of tempest^ 

iii. 133. 
Leek, Welsh custom of wearing, on St. David^g 

Day, i. 57, 59. 
Leet Ale, i. 158, 159. 
Leicestershire, mothering Sunday observed in, 

i.64. ' 

Wakes kept in, ii. 9. 

- Riding for the Bride Cake in, ii. 



97. 



custom of putting a plate of salt 



on corpses, retained in, ii. 146. 

doles at funerals in, ii. 176. 



Lengten-tide, the Saxon name for Spring, i. 

55. 
Lent, origin of, i. 55. 

" To keep a true Lent," from Herrick's 

" Hesperides," i. 55. 
Sundays of, enumerated, i. 67. 

custom at Lisbon, on the Sunday and 

Monday preceding Lent, to play the fool, 
i. 82. 

Lenten Crosse, i. 74. 
Leodagar, St., i. 203 ; iii. 164. 
Leonard, St., i. 197, 202, 203 ; iii. 164. 
Letters at the Candles, iii. 94. 
Level Coil, ii. 250, 251. 
Level Sice, ii. 251. 

Lewis, custom on the Ist of May, in the Isle 
of, i. 123. 
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Lewis, custom at, at Hallow-tide, i. 210. 

— — fires lighted in, as a preservative 

against Fairies, iii. 283. 
Liber Festivalis, account of Easter Sunday 

from the, i. 95. 
Liberius, St., i. 196. 
Lictors act as mourners among the Romans, 

ii. 172. 
Liesse, Abb^ de, i. 277. 
Lifting on Easter Holidays, i. 106, 107. 
Lightning superstitions, iii. 130. 
Lights, Christmas called the feast of, i. 254. 

used on all festive occasions, ibid, 

at funerals, ii. 168, 169, 170. 

Limosin, St Martial the patron saint of, i. 200. 
Lincoln, Fools Fair at, ii. 273. 
Lincolnshire, customs at Croyland, in, i. 194. 

Yule block burnt in, i. 255. 

-^^~— — MoiTis drama performed in, i. 

283. 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, burning of Guy Fawkes 

in, i. 219. 
Linnaeus, anecdote of, relating to the Divining 

Wand, iii. 177. 
Lion, antipathy of, to the Cock, ii. 34. 
Lisbon, ceremonies at^ on the 1st of April, i. 

82. 

■ St. Vincent the patron saint of, i. 200. 
Litanies, or Rogations, give name to Rogation 

Week, i. 116. 
Litany cloths, i. 119. 
Little Colan, ceremony at, at our Lady Nants 

Well, i. 70. 
Little John, one of the characters of the 

Morris, i. 144. 

■ first mentioned by Fordun the 
Scottish historian, i. 154. 

lituus of the ancient Romans, iii. 176. 

Livery, meaning of the word, i, 147. 

Lizard, iii. 206. 

Llanasaph, N. Wales, custom prevalent at, 
on Corpus Christi Day, i. 165. 

Llandegla, spring at, visited by sick persons, 
ii. 228. 

Lanvetherine, co. Monmouth, singular fune- 
ral custom at, ii, 173. 

Loadan, ii. 266. 

Loaf-stealing, i. 253. 

Lochcarron, co. Ross, rain superstitions at, 
iii. 96. 

Lochnan Spioradan, ii. 229. 

JLocbsiant Well in Skie, ii. 23U 



L066ATS, ii. 251. 

Logierait, co. Perth, Beltan custom at, i. 127. 

superstitions at, ii. 28. 

superstition at, relating to Baptism, 

ii. 50. 

— custom at, immediately before the 

Marriage ceremony, ii. 90. 

Lombard Merchants, Arms of the, ii. 216. 

Lombards, belief of the, in Witchcraft, iii. 5. 

London, Easter holiday amusement at, as de- 
scribed by Fitzstephen, i. 103. 

May Day customs at, 126, 130. 

enumeration of certain laws and cus- 
toms of, i. 132. 

watch in, on the vigils of St. Peter 



and St. John Baptist, i. 168, 169. 

— Midsummer Eve watch in, /. Hen. 
VIII. i. 179. 

— Roods taken down in the Churches 



of, i. 195. 

— Curfew Bell at, ii. 138. 

Archery among the early pastimes 0^ 



ii.236. 

London Stone, accounts of, iii. 158. 
Long-Bow, disuse of the, ii. 236. 
Long Bullets, game of, ii. 242. 
Longforgan, cd. Perth, harvest custom at, ii. 17. 
Looking-Gla«s Omens, iii. 87, 88. 
Looks, divination by the, iii. 189. 
Lord of Harvest, ii. 14, 
Lord of Misrule, i. 272 — 278. 
account of the, from 

Stubbs's *Anatomie of Abuses,' L 273. 
Lothian, riding the stang in, ii. 119. 
Love Charms, iii. 162, 163, 164. 
Love Divinations, i. 213, 214. 
practised on the Continent 

in Advent, i. 32. 

on Midsummer Eve, i. 169, 



170. 

Loving cup,i. 4. 
Lourdane, i. 1 12. 
Loy, St, i. 198, 203. 
Loy's Well, St, ii. 226. 
Lubrican, a spirit so called, iii. 32. 
Lucian, St, i. 203. 
LucKV or Unlucky Days, ii. 27. 
Ludi Compitalii of the Romans, i. 182, 282. 
"Ludiis Corporis Christi," orLudus Conven- 

triae, SirWilliam Dugdale's mention of a 

JM[S. so entided, i. 165. 
** Ludu§ Oyorum/' i, lOQ, 
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Luggies, three, or Dishes, Charm with, i. 210, 

215. 
Luke's Day, St., in York called Whip-dog 

Day, ii. 273. 
Lunar superstitions, noticed from Hudibras, 

iii. 72. 
■ from Naogeorgus, iii. 77. 

Lustration of Children newly baptized, ii. 48, 

49, 50 ; iii. 140, 141. 
Lydgate, John, poetical Devices of, i. 33. 
Lying for the Whetstone, iii 212—214. 
Lying-in- Woman, charm or charect for a, ii. 

42. 
Lyke-Wake Dirge, ii. 155. 

Mab, Queen, Shakspere's portrait of, ii. 286, 
288. 

description of, from Poole's Eng- 
lish Parnassus, iii. 288, 289. 

Macaroni, meaning of the Italian name, i. 81. 

Macbeth, spot upon which the interview of, 
with the weird sisters took place, iii. 19. 

Macclesfleld, occasional wedding custom at, 
ii. 97. 

Macham, a game at cards, ii. 142, 266. 

Macke, ii. 266. 

Mackerel, Macquereau, meaning of, i. 80. 

Macquerella, i. 52. 

Madern Well, in Cornwall, ii. 226. 

Madness cured in the river Fillan, ii. 230. 

singular methods of curing, iii. 149. 

Magdalen College, Oxford, ancient custom 
at, at Hoc-tide, i. 1 10. 

• performance of Music on 

the tower of, on May 1st, i. 129. 

sermon from a stone pulpit 



at, formerly, on St John Baptist's Day, 

i. 171. 
Magi, Eastern, Twelfth Day customs in ho- 
nour of the, i. 16. 
Magician, or.SoRCERER, iii. 30 — 33. 

mirrors used by the, iii. 31. 

Magpie, superstitiont concemifig ' the^ iii. 

113,114. 
Magot-Pie, the original name of 

the, iii. 114. 
Maid, Lines upon a, who died the day she 

was married, ii. 98. 
Maid Marian, or Queen of the May, i. 142^ 

150, 151. 
.^ the Misireis' of Robin Hoodi 

i. 142. 



Maiden Assizes, gloves given at, ii. 79. 
Maiden Feast upon the finishing of Harvest 

at Longforgan, co. Perth, ii. 17. 
Maidens, gathering of the, on St. Barnabas* 

Day, i. 162. 
" Maigrefwe,'' i. 151. 
Mains hi Cock fighting, ii. 38. 

etymology of Main, ii. 39. 

Malabriaiis, superstitions among the, iii. 107. 
Malkin, a name for Maid Marian, i. 142. 
Mamertius, Bishop of yienna. Litanies or 

Rogations first observed by, i. 116. 
Mammard, St., i. 201. 
Man, Isle of, customs in the, on Twelfth Day, 

i. 15. 

on the 1st of May, i. 



142. 



254. 



on Christmas Day, i. 



superstitions in, relating to 
Changelings, ii. 46. 

Christenings in, ii. 51. 

Wedding ceremonies in, ii. 71, 



95, 100. 



143. 



wake kept in, with the dead, ii. 

funeral customs in, ii. 149. 

fairy superstitions in, ii. 281, 287. 

— — fairies asserted by the Manks to 
have been the first inhabitants of their 
Island, ii. 287. 
Witches in the, iii. 6. 

Superstitions in, referred to the 



Second SigFit, iii. 81. 

Salt-superstitions in, iii. 84. 



Man in the Moon, iii. 76, 77. 

" Man's Ingress and Egress," ii. 154. 

Mandingoe Tribe of Indians, adoration of the 

New Moon by, iii. 76. 
.^ lustration of Children among the, 

iii. 141. 
Mandrake, iii. 10, 203. 
Manna, vulgar error relating to, iii. 201. 
Mapouder, co. Dorset, Curfew bell rung at, 

ii. 139. 
Marble, dampness of, an Omen of Weather, 

iu. 132. 
Makblbs, ii. 36L 
March. Bonowtd Diff oC 4L 




UaichiDg-WBtcb, in Lonilon, I. Hat. III. to 

Hen. Vlil., i. 168. 169. 
Maigoret, Countoa of Richmoaiil, her prayer 

bi Sl Nichalu and conaequeat Vinon, 



Mas GA ret' 

Mariach Sh 

Maii^lilB, 1 

133. 



Dav, St., i. 159 
le, ". 239. 
eathet Omem di 



H&BKB DAi,orEvB,St., i. U5, 
cuMom at Alnwick upon, i. 240. 

HaRBIAOeCeREHONT PEBFORH EDANC[ENTLr 

IN THE Church Porch, ii. S3. 
Harriaoe Customs and Cebehonieb, it. 54. 
MBiriagei esteemed uuluck; in 



i. 133. 



-Nut 



i. 312. 



1 Muriages among the 
ct3 nf Maniage, ii. 59, 



56, "• 

Muriage Paalm, ii. 86. 

dtnoBtioa at, ii. 103. 

prohibited timet of, ii. 105, 106. 

^-^^.^^ days uoled in old calendan, u fit 

for, ii. 106. 
1 Tulgar error concerning Marriage 

under the gallowa. iii. 205. 
Hamw'bonei, origin of the term, i.39. 
" Han7,'' origin of the eiproaou, i. 39. 
Manden Fair, co. Oif., Queni of tbe Ua; at, 

i. 151. 
Mart, etf mologr of, i. 330. 
Martial. St., i. 200. 
MartitoHs beefe. i. 220. 
Martin. St, i. 196, 3»U. 303, 303. 

(iousc eaten uD the Ere of, i. 205, 

306. 

-— .- -. Day of, marked on the Ngrwaj 

Ch>ffs bv a Ciuwe, i. 331. 
Maitiualia, i' 331. 

" I.n Marliiialn, ou DaKjiption 

d-nn*Heila>l)eri.a31. 

Uarlin Milir**-BdaM, muuMi af Ui horiaL 

ii.im. 

MfclTlKMU, t. 



oSCuB*.'^""'^'" 



riage witb Lord Darnlej, ii. 88. 
belli mog at Edinborgb 

in 1566, on account of ber aickiwii^ iL 

133. 
drank to ber attendantt 

preiiout to ber Eiecutian, daitiog titem 

topledgeher, ii. 305. 
Mar;, St., i. 196, 300. 
Mary of Aquispana, St., i. 196. 
Mary Atingana, St., i. 196. 
MamnaM Fair in Irtine, ii. 374. 
Ma^ng on New Yeai'a Day, i. S. 

Maik«atWeddings,ii. 101. 

Man, a word for fotival, i. 192. 



Matcbing, co. Herti, bonw built cloae to flw 
churcbyard for tbe entertainment of poor 
people on tbeir wedding-day, ii. 91. 

Madida, da. of Robert lord Fitzwalter, tbt 
ariginal Maid Marian, i. 113. 

Matarin, St, i. 303, 304. 

Mauhdat Thubsdat, i. B3 — 86, 146. 

why BO called, i. 83, 94, 85. 

of tbe diatcibution oF, in 



England, L 

ceiemony of, in Runia, i. 84. 

practicn on, among the Freneb, 



ihci 



Hannce, biahop of Paiii, Semiou of, 

ingNnrVeaiV " ' " 
Maurice, Empeiur, 

57. 

Hawe^u.26fl. 
Hay, deriralMo oTlhe wtg^ i. 133. 

>Lady*rtfae,il36,13^l43, 143. 

— — nr—idiHil an imlDcky tioM fix the cole- 

bnlMD of maaiige, i. 138, 134 ; ii. 

KiBKerLoidcir, i. 151. 

QaMB0<i.I4S. 

Sshth U, ecMoted al BclrtoDt, in 



Mav-DAT Cisituo, L 133. 

■agaa i J to be imini tivm ta 
■■■■B»»l<i.ia7. 
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May Day, blowing wHb^ and drinking in, 

horus on, i. 129 ; ii. 16« 
— — — — allusions to customs on^ in Her- 

rick's ** Hesperides," i. 130. 

divination on, by WWte Thom ,i. 



131. 



May customs fiom **Funebri» 
Flora," i. 136. 

Old, Extracts flrom tbe Tears of, i. 



138. 
May Devr, custom of batliing fbe face with, 

on the Ist of May, i. 126. 
May Eve, customs of, in Ireland, i. 1 38. 
May-Fair, ii. 272. 
May Games, rolling down Greenwich-hill 

referred to, i. 106. 
— preachings and mveotir es of the 

Puritans against, i. 140. 
May-Gosling, i. 132. 
Maying, custom to go out a, i. 125. 
May-Morning, Milton's Sonnet on, i. 125. 
May-Poles, i. 135—142. 

fetched into London anciently, i. 



130. 



135. 



— Stubbs's account of the, i. 135. 
-« French used to erect them, i. 



description of from Pasquil^s 
« Palipodia,'* i. 135, 136. 

taken down by an ordinance of 



the Long Parliament, i. 135, 139, 140. 

after tbe Restoration permitted 



to be erected again, i. 136, 140. 

in use in the time of Edw. I., i. 



139. 



141. 



Sir Aston Cokain's verses on, i. 

origin of the, i. 140, 141. 
Mat, Twentt-kinth of, i. 155. 
Mayings, practice of, /. Hen. VI., i. 130w 
— — ' Kiug Henry VIII. and Queen Ka- 

iherine go « a Maying,'' i. 125. 
Mead- mowings, !• 157. 
Meadow Verse, from Herriek*s ** Hesperide^" 

ii. 19. 
Median^ i. 83. 
" Med-Syp," ii. 18. 
Meigk, sepulchral monummt of Vaoora af^ 

iii. 153. 
Mell StTppgR, ii. 11, 12, 18, 19. 
— — — Eugene Aram's account of the, 

ii. 12. 



Melshac, spring in the Moss of, ii. 230. 

Memories, the drinking of, ii. 208, 209. 

Menagiana, story in, on the subject of sneezing, 
iii. 66. 

Mendicant Friars, Pageants exhibited by the, 
on Corpus Christi Day, i. 165. 

Mantz, St. Martin and St. Boniface, the pa- 
tron saints of, i. 200. 

^'Mercheta Mulierum,'' ii. 110. 

Mbrrils, ii. 252. 

Mekritot, otherwise Shagoy-shew, or a 
Swing, ii. 252. 

"Merry Andrew," explanation of the term, i. 
80, 81. 

Merry Thought of a Fowl, iii. 117. 

Mesopotamia, practices among the Christians 
of, with eggs, on Easter Day, i. 97. 

Metwands, i. 75. 

Mhoire, iii. 215. 

Michael, St., i. 196. 

— • buckler of, preserved in a castle 

in Normandy, i. 204. 

■ applied to by Sailors, i. 198. 

well of, at Kirkmichael, co. 



Banff, ii. 227. 
Michael's Cake, or Bannock, St., i. 207, 

208. 
Michaelmas, i. 195 — 208. 

» custom of the Cooks of Oxford 

at, i. 50. 

■ ■ — presentation of the Sheriff of 
Loudon on, i. 198. 

- sheep killed in Ireland at, i. 



207. 

Michaelmas Day, i« 205, 206. 
— superstition respecting the 

Moon on, i. 208. 
Michaelmas Goose, i. 205—207. 
'■ — popular saying relating 

to the eating of, i. 206. 
Middleton Chenduit, co. Northampt., custom 

of strewing tbe Church at, in Summer, 

with Hay, ii. 10. 
Mid- Lent Sunday, i, 61-— 68. 
— — — — singular rite in Franconia 

on, i. 62. 
■ extract from the "Popish 

Kingdom '* concemh»g, i. 63. 
Midsummer Ales, i. 157, 158. 
Midsummer Day, boughs hallowed on, againil 

Witches, i. 171. 
Midsummer Eve, i. 166—18^ 



MiDSUHHEB Eye, Pagan rita of, i. 166. 

Court deGebelLoi Account 

ottli^Fir«on, Ibid. 174. 

account of tlw Walch Mi- 

aitij kept in London on, i. 167, 168, 



179. 



172, 173, 175, 17G, 178, 181. 



pyiiv plant, i. 169, 170. 
I watcbini 

|iorcli luid futing on. i. . .». 
gatlieiing of Fem-Seed 



Alcala, in Spain, 

167, 168, 
bj the Or- 
tbe Church 



— gii(hningtheRowon,i.l86. 



print of Miilsummer Fire, 

ii.litl.'d '- U Fell de U St. Jean," i. 178. 



- ili|i|iiii|{ uf cliildmi on, in 



HiiUuiiiiiict mm, i. l(iP, 170. 
M!il«iiunipr IMiinuiIi in London, i. 1R3. 
' HtUniuuiwr Sliowa, aliotialiciJ at Cheater, i. 

INH. 
HMwivnk until wirieiitljr tak«n by, and lu- 

juiirliiiii) irlaliiiit to, ii. 41. 
UiIk-ni<iitl,NiTl'h»inMOir«lnir)-'>.i;. lOL 
Uilk-iiMid*. r«>Iivilir« of (Ik, in Loudon, on 

|Im< 1>I May. i. 13(1, 
Milk-Miirrt niuii J D uTn, i. 90. 
MiiiKH'iiTHini)i.iii.310. 
MtKi-K-Vun. i, aS».2i)U. 
UiurhiaTr, ti. 36(t, 
■■ Uiinl," in Mimih'* Miiul v^tHn R«id«iii- 

hwii™,i>.lM. 



' ncred to (lie Druid^ i G 1. 
^Ihering of, i. 349. I 

Cburcbes said tc be decked willi, at I 
by Gay, i. 288. 1 

the fact of tbii dijpottd, 

ibid. 

Sir John Coldbatch's account of Ibt , 

virtues of, I. 2S6. 

described by VirgU, ibid. 

coQiidered the forbidden Tree of 

Eden, ibid. 

Stukeley's account of the introdnc- 

tioa of, into York Cathedral, i. 387. 

called "All-heal,'ibid. 

grown on two atandard Apple Tm 

at Kllcarlltz. in Scotland, ibid. 

^ a cbarm againBt Witches, ii, 11. 

ISBDLB, Loud of, i. 2T2. 

count of,fr™Stubb.-."An^ 



tomie of Abuwa," i 

Abbot of, i. 276. 

Miasa ad prohibendum ab Idolis, i. 2S2. 

Miuala, variation of the, in the sncieot form 
of the Marriage Ceremony, ii. 84. 

MiaHeaae Favour*, ii. S8. 

Hole^ vulgar enor concerning, iii. 107, 199. 

Molea on the Body, iii. 1.16, 137. 

Moll Diion-i round, i. 78. 

MoUuka Beam, iii. 23. 

Monday reckoned an unlucky day through- 
out Caithne«, iL 29. 

— ^ and by the Finiu, ibid, 

. fkrting, IIL 126. 

MoDSy, digging for, how revealed by Dnami, 



iii. 70. 




I. Lanark, Witches boiut 



Ilooiuntli Slne^ Inne-rfKie* nailed agaii]^ 
OvtinHholdiirfDaciniii, iii. 13. 
ly hridiila^ii -~ 



Hiiailitioiu mtiiaiB Bl, relatiii* 

Blkifa«d,ii.l41. 



■r, Wmi^ dc, tad of SkUrinty, d 
-nD«(n.l7«. 
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. MoNTEM AT Eton, i. 237—247. 

— — origin and descriptions of the proces- 
sion of the, i. 239. 

— — account of the ceremony of the, from 
Huggett's Manuscript Collections, i. 
242, 243. 

— — - Ceremony of the Chaplain at the, 
omitted, i. 239. 

— — - sums collected at the, i. 242, 244. 

. mottoes of the Tickets for, i. 242. 

- account of the Montem procession of 



1793, i. 244. 

Month, perilous days of every, ii. 27, 28, 30. 

— names of our months, borrowed from 
the Romans, i. 261. 

Month's Mind, ii. 1 92. * 

Montrose, Christmas visiting at, i. 288, 289. 

Monuments, Church, foretell changing wea- 
ther, iii. 130. 

Monzie, co. Perth, superstition at, relating to 
Days, i. 30. 

Moon, superstition respecting the, on Michael- 
mas Day, i. 208. 

■ Butler's Question, why painters never 

represent it at the full, ii. 215. 

Moon, The, iii. 72— 78. 

superstitions concerning the, iii. 73, 

74, 75. 

homedness of the New Moon, iii. 72, 

129, 131. 
Verses relating to the New Moon, iii. 



73. 



eclipses of the, iii. 77, 78. 
swearing by the, ui. 78. 



Moon-Calf, iii. 73. 

Moonwort used as a Charm, iii. 165, 168. 

Moors, wedding among the, described from 

Park's Travels, ii. 95. 
Mopp, or Statute Fair, ii. 269, 270. 
Moray, Physical Charms used in the Province 

of, iii. 148. 
^ More Sacks to the Mill," ii. 250. 
Mom, Sir Thomas, the early wit of, shown in 

Cardinal Morton's &mily, i. 276. 
Morgeqgabe, or gift on the morning after 

Marriage, ii. 110. 
Morian, i. 148. 

Morisco, dance so called, i. 146, 147. 
■ Spanish, i. 149, idO. 

HOBNING AFTER THE MARRIAGE, 11. 110, 
111. 

Iffomce-bells, i. 153. 

Hoirifl Dance, descHptfong of the, from 



Cobbe's ** Prophecies " and Cotgrave'g 

«« Treasury," i. 149. 
Morris Dance, origin of the, from the Spanish 

Morisco, ibid. 
when introduced into England, 

i. 150. 

accompanies different festivals, 

represented in a picture from 
the old Palace at Richmond, i. 146. 
Morris Dancers, i. 142 — 154. 

Drama played at Revesby Abbey, 

Lincolnshire, in 1779, i. 283. 
Nine Men*s, ii. 252. 



ibid. 



Mortagne, in France, singular murder at, iii. 
163. 

Mortuaries, ii. 153. 

Mort'Bell, ii. 138. 

Moss growing on a human scull, dried, a cure 
for the head- ache, iii. 1 63. 

Mothering, practice of, on Midlent Sunday, 
i.61. 

"Mother-Night,'' the night of the Winter 
Solstice, i. 260. 

Moulin, CO. Perth, custom at, on New Year's 
Day, i. 7. 

Mourning garments, colour of, in most in- 
stances black, ii. 172, 173. 

Mouse-Ear, the herb, iii. 167. 

Mouswald, CO. Dumfries, ancient harvest 
superstition at, ii. 19. 

Mugwort, superstitious search for the roots of, 
i. 170. 

"Mulieres praeficae," ii. 154. 

" Mumble a Sparrow,*' iii. 104. 

Mumbo Jumbo, the bugbear employed in the 
interior of Africa to keep women in sub- 
jection, ii. 127. 

Mummer signifies a masker, i. 252. 

Mummery, in 1377, by the Londoners, Stow's 

account of the, i. 251. 
' Mumming, Christmas custom of^ i. 250 — 253. 

Stow's account of one made by 

the Citizens of London in 1377, i. 251. 
in King Henry the Fourth's time^ 



ibid. 



Henry the Eighth's order against, 



i. 252. 
Muncaster, co. Cumberland, custom at, on 

New Year's Eve, i. 3. 
Murderer, bleeding of a dead body at the 

presence of the, iii. 124. 



Muf ic AT Wedi^ikos, iL 99. 

Mof ic aiid Sirifpug ancietitljr made s port of 

fittiermli, ii. 165, 166. 
Mu««, r/am« o/, ii. 252. 
Myrtle, Oie, ftmred on tombs by the Gre^ 

ii. 159. 

Nail from a Sepulchre, charm worked bjr a, 
noticed by Pliny, iii. 150. 

NaiUKiunif, or temporary Land-tpriogf, in 
Kent, ii. 232. 

Naib driven into the Walli of Cotta^ by 
the Romans, iii. 12. 

— Finger, spots on the, iiL 92. 

— — > superstitions in regard to cutting the, 
iii. 92. 

Namkk, (hnent relating to^ iii. 136. 

Nantwich, blessing of the Brine at, i. 120. 

Naples, ceremony at, on Thursday in Passion 
Week, i. 84. 

-«-— St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Janua- 
rius the patron saints of, i. 200. 

Nanes, the name by which the Anyrtan mo- 
thers terrified their infants, ii. 296, 

"NaHhick,'Mi. 64. 

" Natal or Natulitious Gifts/' ii. 52. 

Nkck, SuperititioM relating to the, iii. 88* 

Nkck Vkhhk, iii. 206. 

*' Nedfri," i. 179. 

Neithe, the spirit presiding over water in the 
Celtic Mythology, ii. 228, 229. 

Nettlei, stinging of, ii. 127. 

Newcaiitlo-under-Lyme, punishment of the 
DriUiki at, iii. 55. 

NewcttMtUf-upon-Tyiie. regulation concerning 
the Hutchers at, in Lent, i. 36. 

.,—.-. ..^.....i..—— Carnival of Shrove Tues- 
day ut, i. 41. 

Easter Eggs given at, i. 98. 

— — — cuitom at, at the feasts of 

Koster and Whitsuntide, i. 104. 

))erambulation of the town 



INDEX. 
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of, on Aicenvion Day, i. 123. 

— — custom at, on May Day, 



i. 131. 

— -_ rhymes used by the boys 

at, on May 29th. i. 155. 
— _____ iVllowsliip of Cooks at, i. 
181. 

ceremony of the Boy- 



Bishop at, ▲•o.iadd^ 1.320. 

Hmmtni at, i. 



S0' 



castle-iipoB-Tyiie, ebsolele piuaws 
at, i. 268. 

Sailms nie a song at, in 



hearing tiieir anchors, ii. 18. 

Wedding customs at,ii.80. 
burgesses of, conTcned on 



Guild-days by the bell of St. Nicholas's 
church, ii. 129, 130. 
Thief and Reerer Beil 



at, ii. 129. 



Annual Fairs at, ii. 268. 

■ punishmoit of the Branks 

and Drunkard's Cloak at, iii. 55. 

Newchombe, John of Newbury, hia marriage, 
ii. 99. ^ 

New Forest, formerly famous for the produc- 
tion of Yew-trees, ii. 161, 

Newnton, co. Wilts, custom at, on Trinity 
Sunday, i. 161. 

New River, source of, at Chadwell, ii. 225. 

New Year, celebrated at the Vernal Bquinox, 
i. 97. 

Eggs given on the feast of tiie, i. 

96, 97, 98. 

of the Persians opened with agri- 



cultural ceremonies, i. 2S2« 
New Year's Day, i. 5— 11. 
Naogeorgus's account of, i. 

5, 9, 10. 

Prynne's Invective against, 

early Christians ran about 
masked on, i. 8. 

Festival of Fools held on, 



i. 6. 



at Paris, i. 10. 

Lines repeated by the eom- 



mon people in France upon, i. 249. 
New Year's Eve, i. 1. 
Wassailers" song ony i. 2. 

Xrts on, in the Western 
nd, i. 279, 
New Year's Gifts, i. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11. 

Polydore VergiVs accoont 

of the origin of, i, 5. 

— used in France^ i. 7. 

custom of, noticed in the 



time of Henry III., i. 11. 
Nicholas, St., i. 198, 202, 203, 227, 229,330. 
the patron saint o4 Aberdeen^ i. 

196, 200. 

Legend of, i. 230. 

metrical life of, by Maitre Wce^ 
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Nicholas, St., St. Nicholas's Knights, i. 230, 

299. 
thepatroa of Mariners, i. 231, 

299. 



Naogeorgus's account of his 
Feast, i. 231. 

the protector of Virgins, i. 232* 



Nicholas's Day, St., i. 227 — 237. 
——————— Hospinian's account of, 

i. 228. 

kept as a double feast 

note concerning, from 
the Close Rolls of Edirard I., i. 229. 

-extracts from an ancient 



at Eton, i. 229. 



Calendar concerning, i. 238, 245. 
Nick, Old, iii. 297. 
derivation of the name ofj iii. 297, 

298, 
Nidstaengt or pole of Infamy, ii. 119. 
Nigg, CO. Kincardine, well-superstition at, ii. 

228. 
Night, description of, iii. 41. 
Night-Hags, superstition relating to, concern- 
ing Children, ii. 46. 
Nightingale, the, iii. 102. 
Night-Mare, or Ephialtes, iii. 147, 154. 
Night-Signal with the monks, ii. 135. 
Nine Holes, ii. 254. 
Nine Man's Morris, or Me&rils, ii. 252, 

253. 
Nine Pins, ii. 254. 
Noddy, ii. 266. 
*' Nodus Amoris," ii. 68. 
Noel, pate de, i. 290. 
« Noel, souche de," i. 256. 
Nog-money, i. 10. 
Noon- tide) ii. 24. 
Nor and Spell, ii. 254. 
Normandy, custom in, for the Bride to throw 

a ball over the church, to be scrambled 

for, ii. 98. 
Normans inattentive to Dreams and Oment, 

iii. 69. 
North, superstition against burying towards 

the, ii. 178, 180, 181, 183. 
Northamptonshire, customs of the Liberty of 

Warkworth in, ii. 12, 13. 
Northumberland, custom in on a New^ Year's 

Day, i. 5. 

■ " cakes called Semeslixw in 



Northumberland, May Feast in, 1. 125. 

Midsummer Fires in, i. 168. 

• stools dressed with flowers 

in, on Midsummer Day, i. 168. 

custom of, on St. Peter's 



Eve, i. 187. 



209. 



219. 



240. 



rural sacrifice of nuts in, i. 
custom in, at Martinmas, i. 
Freedom of Alnwick in, i. 



Sword Dance of, i. 279, 280. 

' ' ■ ' ' Harvest Home in, ii. 15. 
superstition in, relating to 

Children when first sent abroad with the 

Nurse, ii. 48. 

. — Christening customs in, ibid. 

Arvel Dinner in, ii. 148. 



Northumberland Household Book, extracts' 

from, concerning the Boy Bishop, i. 233. 
Norway, St. Anseharius .and St. Olaus the 

patron saints of, i. 196. 
Norwich, sports anciently used at, on Fastyn- 

gonge Tuesday, i. 44. 
Nose, itching of the« iii. 90, 91. 
Nosegays at weddings, ii. 72. 
' presented by poor women to Queen 

Elizabeth, ii. 75. 
Nottingham, ancient Midsummer Watch at, 

i. 185. 
geese eaten at, on ihe election 

of a new Mayor, i. 206. 

custom at, of going to St. Anne's 



Well, ii. 229. 
Nottinghamshire, Wassailing custom in, oa 

Christmas Eve, i. 14* 
— custom of Mothering in, i. 

62. 
November, Fire of, among' the Welsh, i. 216, 

— — Latin Epigrams upon, i. 221, 222. 

17th, the day of Queen Elizabeth's 

accession, i. 223. 

when first observed, i. 224. 



i. 90. 



■\ 



NovEMBBB, Fifth of, i. 218, 219. 

** Nuces in pretio et religiosis^'' i. 212. 

** Numerus infoustns," Tract so named, iii# 

145. 
*' Numero Deus impare gaudet,** iii. 143, 
Num-Groats, ii. 204. 
Nunchion, etymology of, i. 195. 
Nuns, St., Well, iii. 149. 
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Noptial drinking, il, 85. 

■ garlands, ii. 76. 

Nuptial Kigs in the Cuubch, ii. 87. 

•^— Torch, ii. 99, 

Nuremberg, St. Sibald tiie patron nintof, 

i. 200. 
Not, Virgin Mary's, iii. 25. 
NoTCBACK Night, i. 209. 
Nut-gathering on Holy Rood Day, i. 194. 
Nuts, burning of, i. 209, 213. 

■ in pairs, i. 218. 

— Gay*s notice of, in his 

"Spell," i. 209. 

lines on, by Charles Gray- 



don, Esq., i. 210. 

■ cracking of, on Allhallow Eve, i. 211. 
— Roman sports with, i. 212. 

i used in the superstitions under Papal 
Rome, i. 212. 

■ rural sacrifice of, in Northumberland, i. 
209. 

I in Scotland, ibid. 
in Ireland, i. 213. 



O, round, of a Milk-score, i. 90. 

Oak, ancient, at Brockenhurst in Hampshire, 

ii. 161. 
Oak, Royal, i. 155. 
■ i description of, and Verses on 

the, at Boscobel, i. 156. 

Misletoe of the, i. 2S5. 



Oak Apple, presages drawn from the, iii. 133. 
Oakley, co. Surrey, rose-trees planted on 

graves at, ii. 191. 
Oats, divination with the stalk of, i. 214. 
Oberon, Emperor of the Fairies, clothing of, 

described, ii. 277, 278. 
Oberon's diet, ii. 278. 
Oblatiunes funerales, ii. 175. 
Obsession of the Devil, iii. 43. 
Oculus, the Romait term, i. 47. 
Odd Numbers, Charms t/i, iii. 142. 
CBufs, (le Tusage de douner des, dans les 

Ffetes de Nouvel An, et de Paques, i. 7. 
Offerings at Burials, ii. 153, 177. 

at Wells, ii. 2J0, 231. 

Offam (lirt^iu co. Kent, wedding Quintain 

at, ii. 203. 
Oidhche Shtunna, or Vigil of Saman, i. 21 1. 
Old Fools, feast of, removed to the Ist of No- 



Old Harry, ii. 297. 
Old Martin-Mass. i. 225. 
Old Nick, ii. 297, 298. 
Old Scratch, ii. 297. 

Old Shoe, superstitions relating to an, iii. 65. 
Old Wives' Lees, in Chilham, i. 132. 
Ombre, ii. 266. 
Omens, iii. 56 — 59. 

— — > occurrence of, at King James II.'s co- 
ronation, iii. 58, 59. 

among Sailors, iii. 127 — 129. 



Onions and Fa outs, divination 6y, in Ad- 
VENT, iii. 190. 

Of»flM^0Mf lii. 141. 

Onychomancy, w Onymancy, divination 6y 

the Finger Nails, iii. 136, 186. 
Ophelia^s Grave, Commentators* notes upon, 

ii. 182. 
Op sijn Frize, ii. 202. 
Orange stuck with cloves, a new year's gift, 

i. 8. 
Orations, Funeral, ii. 171. 
Ordeal, vestige of the, in leaping over fires, i. 

167,178. 

by cold water, iii. 13. 

" Orders,'' school custom of, i. 245. 
Ordiquhill, co. Banff, mineral well at, ii. 226. 
Orkney Islands, superstitions in the, i. 207 ; 

ii. 19, 106. 

funeral ceremonies in, ii. 144. 

belief of the inhabitants of, in Fairies 

and Witches, iii. 19. 

Charms used in, iii. 146. 



Ormistoun, co. Lothian, Yew Tree at, ii. 163. 
Orpyne plants, commonly called Midsummer 

Men, i. 169, 170, 185. 
exhibited on a gold ring found 

at Cawood in Yorkshire, i. 170. 

love divinations with, ibid. 



Ostbichrs eating and d^etting Iron, iii. 196. 

Oswald, St, well dedicated to, near the foot 
of Roseberry Toppinge, ii. 230. 

Ottery St. Mary, statute of the Church of, 
relating to the Feast of the InnocentB, L 
235. 

Oundle, co. Northampton, superstitioiiB relat- 
ing to the Well at, ii. 226. 

Owl, the, an Omen, iii. 108. 

Owls and Squirrels, rural practice of hunt- 
ing, on Christmas Day, i. 26S. 

why persecuted, iii. 108, 109. 

^ " Ovotum Ludus,*' u 1(10. 
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« Ovum Anguinum,'* iii. 148, 199, 

« Ovum Paschale," i. 99. 

Oxen or Neat, Omens of Weather gained from, 

iii. 107, 130. 
Oxford, custom of TerrsB filius at, i. 46. 
-~— — - processioning customs at, on Holy 

Thursday, i. 120. 

divisions of parishes in, marked by 



crosses cut in the stones of buildings, 
ibid. 

— blowing horns and hollow canes at, 
all night, on the Eve of the 1st of May, 
i. 129. 

assembling of the Choristers on Mag- 



dalen College Tower at, ibid. 

— St Frideswide patron saint of, i. 200. 
— Christmas Princes, or Lords of Misrule 

at, i. 273. 

— Groaning Cheese retained at, ii. 44. 

— custom in many of the Colleges at, 
of awakening students in the morning, 
ii. 135. 

Curfew bell at, ii. 138. 

— Epitaph in St. John Baptist's College 
in, ii. 157. 

Boar's-liead Carol at Queen's College 



in, ii. 264. 

ceremony adhered to in Queen's Col- 
lege in, by the Scholars when waiting on 
the Fellows, ii. 200. 

Oy, explanation of, ii. 204. 

Oysters, time of tlieir coming in, at London, 
i. 191. 

■ unseasonable in months that have not 

an R in their names, ibid. 

Paddington, co. Middlesex, custom of throw- 
ing csjces or bread iirom the church 
steeple of, i. 94 ; ii. 177. 

Psedonomus at Christmas in Westminster 
School, i. 245. 

Paganalia, i. 271 ; ii. 2, 3. 

Palilia, feasts so called, i. 176. 

Pall and Underbearers, ii. 174, 175. 

Pall-Mall, ii. 254, 255. 

Palm, crosses of, carried about in purses, i. 74. 
See also 69, 73. 

Ashes made on Ash- Wednesday from 

the Palms used on the Sunday before, 
i. 56, 

Palm Saturday, i. 71. 

Palm Sunday, i, 68 — 75 ; ii. 160. 



Palm Sunday, description of, from Naogeor- 
gus, i. 68, 73. 

ceremony among the Russian^ 

on, i. 70. 
— • custom of palming on, still 

retained in London, i, 73, 

drawing of an Ass on, i. 73. 

— • parish accounts relating to, 

i. 75. 

Palm of the hand, striking of the, iii. 186. 
Palmistry, iii. 185^ 186. 
Palms, hallowing of, on Palm Sunday, i. 69. 
■ ceremony of bearing, on Palm Sunday. 

i. 74 ; ii. 160. '* 

Pancake Bell, i. 50, 51. 
Pancake Tuesday, i. 36. 1 
Pancakes, custom of turning in the nan, L 

41. ^ ' 

casting of, i. 50. 

" Panis Natalitius," i. 289. 

Paradise, Bird of, iii. 197. 

Paris, Festival of Fools at, on New Yearns 

Day, i. 10. 

< Poem on the Cries of, i. 16. 

ceremonies at, on Thursday in Passion 

Week, i. 84. 

St. Genevieve the patron saint of, i. 200. 

Turkeys eaten at, on St. Martins Day, 

• i. 206. ^' 

Bellman of the Dead at, ii. 134. 

Paris Garden, bear-baiting at, ii. 211. 
Parish Clerks, St. Nicholas the patron of, i. 

230. 
Parmasant, the Italian, ii. 202. 
Parochia, or Parish, ancient meaning of the 

word, i. 117. 

— ; — origin of paroohial churches and 

divisions, ibid. 

Parochial Perambulations in Rogation 
Week, i. 116—124. 

Parsley a token of Victory, iii. 1^5. 

Pascal taper, i. 91. 

Pasche Eggs, i. 98, 99. 

Pasques Charnieulx, i. 63. 

Passing Bell, ii. 128 — 140. 

lines on the, from " The Rane 

of Lucrece," ii. 131. ^ 

held to be popish and super- 
stitious during the Grand Rebellion ii 
133. ' * 

Passion, or Carliiig Sunday, i. 62, 66. 

rites peculiar to 

Good Fiida.^ Aaawi ^\v^V» ^1. 
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Passover, Jewish mode of celebnting the, !• 

100. 
— — CaVe, i. 100. 
Pastoral Staff, origin of the, iiL 175. 
Pastures, blessings implored upon, on St. 

Stephen's Day, i. 202. 
Pat6 de Noel, i. 290. 
Patrick, St, i. 60, 196. 
i'ATRicK's Day, St., i. 60, 61. 
Paula, funeral of, ii. 174, 175. 
Paulinus, bishop of Nola, large bells used in 

Churches invented by, ii. 129. 
Paul's, St., cross full of reliques set on the 

steeple of, to preserve from danger of 

tempests, ii. 137. 
Paul's Cray, Kent, Garlands formerly sus- 
pended in the Church of, ii. 187. 
Paul\ Day, St., i. 22. 
singular restriction on the Vigil 

of, ii. 106. 
Paul s School, St, extract from die Statutes 

of, i. 237. 
Paulus iCmilius, superstition of, iii. 130. 
Pawnbroker's Sign, origin of the, ii. 216. 
Peach-tree, superstition from the &lling of 

the leaves of the, iii. 133. 
Peacocks* feathers, garland of, iii. 213. 
Peacocks, SuperstitionM concemitig, iii. 113, 

114, 115. 
Peal, a frmeral or dead, ii. 139. 
Pearie, ii. 255. 

Peas on Carling Sunday, i. 62, 64, 66, 67. 
— scadding of, i. 213. 
Pease-cods, divination with, ibid. 
Peel Castle, Isle of Man, Crypt near, iiL 144. 
Ftelagia, request of, to her son, concerning her 

funeral, ii. 143. 
Pelican, iii. 197. 

P^iance for ante-nuptial fornication, ii. 60. 
Peudrell, Richard, custom of decorating his 

tomb on the 29tfa May, i. 156. 
Penniless bench, i. 240. 
Pemty Weddings in Scotland, ii. 92, 93. 
Perambulations, parochial, in Rogatiao Wedc, 

i. 116. 
IVrcv, Thomas* dinner at the Funeral of, a. d. 

1561. ii. 14S, 
P^srcv, James* the claimant of t)M Barld«)ia of 

NorthumberUnd in ISSOb WL.» iiwlft 

lik« « iiilf4l«M«iUilMd|j»]HL 1^ 



Persians, festival of <he solar year k^ by, <& 

the 20th March, i. 97. 
■ ' " sneezing a happy omen among ^, 

iii. 66. 
Perth, street called ** Couvre-Feu Row »' in, 

ii. 139. 
Perthshire, popular superstitions in, L 215; 

iii. 158, 159. 
— — Wells and Springa dedicated to 

St Fillan in, iii. 159. 
Peruvians, custom ammigst the, when Ivingii^ 

home the Maize from the field, ii. 15. 
Peter, St., i. 203. 
— -— "-^ presides over the castle oi St An- 

gelo, i. 196. 

fire of, iii. 220. 




Peter ad Vincula, St, i. 191. 

Peter, St., and St. Paul, ceremonies used hy 

the Irish on the Eve of, i. 187. 
Peter's Day, St., i. 187. 
hoadon watch on its Vig^ i. 

168, 169. 
Petrel, Stormy, iii. 115, 116. 
Petting-stone, custom of the, in Holy Iskmd, 

ii. 105. 
Philip and James, Sts., custom in Eton School 

on the festival of, i. 361. 
Phillips, Ambrose, parody on the style of, ii. 

222. 
PhOties, iii. 163. 
Ph(ENIX, the, iii. 196. 

Phrases and Expressions, Obscure, iiL 215. 
Physical Chabms, iii. 14fi — 162. 
Physicians tiie only perscMis at present who 

interpret Dreams, iii. 68. 
Physiognomy, Divination by, iii. 189. 
Picardy, Women of, call the deceased by his 

name, while carrying to the grave, iL 

167. 
Piccadilly, or Picaedillt, ii, 255. 
Pickelen, the Dutch name for Hackle-lxmes, 

ii. 244. 
Pickle-Herring, the name in Holland for an 

Attendant on a Mountebank, i. 81. 
Picks, the soit of Diamonds so called at Cardi^ 

u. 312. 
Pictures, Votive, in the Temple of Neptwi^ 

1.231. 
Pit^owder, Court o^ ii. 272, 273. 
p^ •♦♦••♦ far the, ii. 6. 
pUaonB* Feathew, aapposed properties of, iL 
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Pigs, An it please the, i. ttOO. 

Pigs, St. Anthony *8, ibid. 

Pigsney, or Pigsnie, i. 47. 

Pilgrimages t to Wells, ii. 223 et teq,; iii. 
132. 

PiLLiwiNKES or Pyrewinkes, iii. 7, 66. 

Pillory, punishment of the, iii. 56. 

Pillow stuffed with the feathers of a Dove, ii. 
131. 

Pills, superstitions relating to the taking of, in 
equal number, iii. 145. 

Pin-dnnking, ii. 200. 

Pine, branches of, among the signs of death in 
houses, ii. 161. 

Pine Apples Omens of weather, iii. 133. 

Piuner, co. Midd., custom of Cock-throwing 
formerly made a matter of public cele- 
brity at, i. 49. 

Pins thrown into Wells, ii. 231. 

Pirva, Peruvian, ii. 15. 

Pitching. Pence, paid at Fairs, ii. 271. 

TJificiyidy i. 221. 

Pius the Fifth, Pone, canonization of, i. 223. 

Pix, An it please tne, i. 200. 

Pixy, ii. 294. 

Planets, Omens from the, iii. 129. 

Plantain, looking for coal under the root of, 
on Midsummer Eve, i. 171. 

Plate-garlands of London, i. 141. 

Plays performed on Shrove-Tuesday, i. 44. 

^— Corpus Christi, performed at Coventry, 
i. 165. 

Please the Pigs, iii. 215* 

Pledging, ii. 199. 

Plough, leading the, about the Fire, i. 280. 

Ploughiiigs, sacred, celebrated by the Athen- 
ians, i. 282. 

. of the Chinese, ibid. 

Ploughman's feasting days, as enumerated by 
Tusser, ii. 17. 

Plough-Monday,!. 281, 282. 

Plow- boys, or Morris-dancers, Drama per- 
formed by, in Lincolnshire, i. 283. 

« Plow-gathering," i. 280. 

Plow Light, i. 280. 

Plucking a Crow, iii. 214. 

Plum Porridge, i. 291. 

■ passage relating to, in Ned- 

ham's "Hist, of the Rebellion," i. 291. 

** Poculum Charitatis,^' i. 4. 

Point, tying the, ii. 106. 

Points given to Children on Ascension Day^ 
i. 123. 



Points, at Weddings, ii. 78. 

Bridegrooms', ii. 80. 

" Poisson d'Avril " among the French, i. 76, 

80. 
Poker, holding the, before the fire, to drive 

away the Witch, iii. 167. 
Poland, St. Stanislaus and St. Hederiga the 

patron saints of, i. 196. 
^ custom in, when the Gospel is reading, 

ii. 197. 
Pole, Barber's, ii. 218, 219, 220. 
Pomegranate Flowers used as a charm, iii. 

159. 
Pome- Water, i. 6. 

Poor-Rates of modem origin, i. 158. 
Pope and Devil, figures of, formerly burnt on 

the day of Queen Elizabeth s accession, 

i. 223. 
Porch Verse, from Herrick^s ** Hesperides," 

• i. 84. 
Porcupine, Vulgar Error concerning the, iiL 

206. 
Porpesse an Omen of the weather, iii. 128, 

129. 
Portland, Isle of, betrothing customs at ii. 

54. 
custom of preaching Funeral Ser- 
mons retained at, ii. 171. 
" Poesies," Nosegays so called by the vulgar 

in the North of England, ii. 72. 
Posset, eating a, at going to bed, a custom of 

our ancestors, ii. 109. 

sack, composition of the, ii. 109, 

Post and Paire, ii. 266. 

Potsherds, throwing of, at the door, previous 

to marriage, a Prussian custom, ii. 56. 
Pouk, ii. 295. 
"Praeivit,'' the epitaph on a Fellow of St. 

John's College, Oxford, ii. 157. 
Preachers in Germany mixed facetious stories 

with their sermons on Easter Day, i. 

94. 
Pretender, effigy of the, burnt in Queen 

Anne's time on the Anniversary of 

Queen Elizabeth's accession, i. 224. 

epigram concerning, ibid. 

Pricking at the Belt or Girdle, ii. 255. 
Priest who took his bagpipe, and fetched the 

couple to be married to church, and after- 
wards accompanied them back^ ii. 100. 
Primero, ii. 266. 
Primerole, i. 47. 
Frimitis, Roman offering! of tfai^ L U9« 
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Princess, blessing of the nuptial bed at the 

marriage of a, ii. 110. 
Prison Bars, or Prison Base, ii. 256. 
Prize Besom, garland so called, dressed up 

at Shaftesbury, on the Monday before 

Holy Thursday, i. 124. 
Processions on Candlemas Day, i. 25. 

Hooker's fondness for, i. 116. 

Visitation Articles concerning, i. 

122. 

advantages of, noticed by Herbert 

in his " Country Parson," ibid. 

Extracts from Churchwardens' 



Nao- 



Accounts, illustration of, ibid. 
Procession Week, account of, from 

georgus, i. 117. 
Professions and Ranks of People, Romish 

Saints for, i. 197. 
Prognostications from particular days, i. 30. 
Protestants, their celebration of Queen Eliza- 
beth's accession, i. 223. 
Prudentius, his verses recording the tradition 

that spirits fly away at cock- crowing, 

ii. 31, 33. 
' his description of a linen shroud, 

ii. 143. 
Prussia, St. Albert and St. Andrew patron 

saints of, i. 196. 
custom in, when a Virgin is married, 

ii. 56. 
Prynne, William, Invective of, against the 

Rites of New Year's Day, i. 6, 7. 
Psalm 103, used at Rogation time, i. 116. 
Psalmody, w«« of^ at Funerals, ii. 143, 153, 
154, 165. 

. used to cure Agues, iii. 160. 

PucKE, ii. 292, 295. 

Pulse, religious use of, amongst the Romans, 

i. 66. 
Pulver Wednesday, i. 55. 
Punishments, Obsolete Vulgar, iii. 52 — 

56. 
Purification of the Virgin Mary, ceremonies 

on the, i. 24. 25. 
Purifications of Women, Festive Meetings at, 

ii. 47. 
Puritans, preachings and invectives of, against 

May Games, i. 140. 
Purses and Coffins, fire omens, iii. 95. 
Purslain used as a charm, iii. 150. 
Putt, game of, i. 275. 
Putting the Miller's Eye Out, iii. 211. 



Pygmies, the, supposed to have been Fairies, 

iii. 206. 
Pyrrhic, or Military dance, supposed the 

origin of the Morris dance, i. 146. ' 
Pyx, iii. 205. 

Quadrillo, ii. 266. 
Quail Combats, ii. 36, 38. 
Quarell, Yren de, iii. 152. 
Quarter Ale, i. 159. 
Queen of the Bean, i. 16, 17. 

of Elf-land, ii. 291. 

of Fairie, ii. 291. 

of Winter, i. 142. 

Queen's College, Oxford, Boar's-head Carol 

at, i. 264. 
ceremony adhoed to by 

the Scholars at, who place their thumbs 

on the table when waiting on the 

Fellows, ii. 200. 
Questions and Commands, i. 253. 
Quince Pear, eating of a, ii. 83. 
Quinces, efiect of, as a charm, iii. 159. 
Quindena Paschse, i. 108, 110. 
Quinquagesima Sunday, play acted on, at 

Auxerre, i. 277. 
Quinquagesima Week, i. 55. 
Quinquatria, i. 230. 
Quintain, anfiusement of the, i. 209. 

F^tzstephen's description ofit,i. 103. 

among the sports annually used on 

Halgrave Moor, i. 212. 

running at, at Marriages, ii. 101, 



102, 103. 
Quintal, throwing the, ii. 97. 
Quintan, St., i. 196. 
Quirinalia, description of the, i. 78. 
Quirinus, St., i. 196. 

Rabdomanteia, iii. 176. 

Races, ii. 256. 

Radnorshire, custom of dancing in the 

Churchyards in, ii. 183. 
Rag Well, near Newcastle-upon-Tyne, ii. 224. 
Rags, custom of leaving, at Wells> ii. 224, 

230,231. 

use of, as charms in Persia, ii. 231. 

left on trees in the interior of Africa, by 

persons crossing the wilderness, ii. 

231. 
Rain, prophecy concerning, on St. Swithiu'l 

Day, i. 189. 
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lain, on St. Simon and St. Jude's Day, 

i. 208. 

omen of, iii. 130» 

lam, Eton custom of bunting the, i. 244. 
lamilies, colours taken at, put up in Guild- 
hall, i. 184. 
lam's horns fixed upon a pole, noticed by 

Hentzner in going down the Thames, 

opposite to Ratclifie, ii. 123. 
landy beggars, iii. 50. 
lank, distinction of, preserved in the North 

of England in the tolling of the Soul 

Bell, ii. 134. 
latcliffe, Rams' Horns at, in Hentzner 's time, 

ii. 121. 
Ut Omens, iii. 98, 99, 110. 
lavoi superstitions, iii. 101, 110, 132. 
law Head and bloody Bones, ii. 296. 
led Herring on Easter Day, i. 96. 
led Lattice at Ale-houses, meaning of the, 

ii. 207, 217. 
led Rose, planted on the graves of persons 

distinguished for their goodness, li. 190. 
led Sea, Ghosts laid in the, iii. 39. 
lelics, superstitious, shown in Monasteries, 

ii. 44. 
Iemora, iii. 198. 
lennes, in iSritany, custom of married people 

claiming a flitch of bacon at, ii. 1 13. 
lesurrection of our Saviour, ancient celebra- 
tion of, i. 96. 
Reveille Matin," ii. 110, 111. 
Ievellings, ii. 1 — 10. 
lev arsis, ii. 266. 
tevesby Abbey, account of a Morris Drama 

played a^ in 1779, i. 283. 

• Rex Convivii,** i. 19. 
Rex Fabarum," i. 275. 

• Rey de Havas," i. 17. 

Ihamedan, Mahometan feast of, iii. 76. 
Uiodes, annual custom at, of carrying Silenus 

in procession at Easter, ii. 16. 
tibbon, riding for the, in Westmoreland^ 

ii. 96. 
kibbons on May Day, i. 133. 

colours of, explained, ii. 69. 

toasts of bits of, mentioned in Hudi- 

bras, ii. 208. 
Lichard I., the name of, used by the Turks 

and Saracens to their horses, ii. 296. 
:ichmond, co. Surrey, visited in 1783 by 

Morris dancers from Abington, i. 149. 

TOL. III. 



** Richmond Wedding," print of the proces- 
sion of the, ii. 120. 

Riding, virtue of an Elder stick in, iii. 155. 

Riding for the Bride Cake in Leicestershire, 
ii. 97. 

for the Ribbon, in Westmoreland, ii. 



296. 



— the Stang, representation of, in 
nagle's " Views m Spain," ii. 115. 



Hoef. 



Rifarts, i. 64. 

Riffeling, i. 160. 

" Rightes,;» ii. 42. 

Ring of singular virtue presented to K. Ed-* 

ward the Confessor, i 87. 
Gold, with Orpyne plants for a device, 

i. 170. 
— — Marriage^ ii. 61. 

' supposed heathen origin of 

the, ii. 62. 



62. 



63. 



how directed to be put on, ii. 

Poems relating to the, ii. 62, 

— -^— — . Verses on, from Herrick's 
** Hesperides," ii. 61. 

Prometheus tlie supposed in- 
ventor of the, ii. 65. 

worn by the ancient Greeks 



and Romans, ii. 65. 

hallowing of the, ii. 66. 



Ring of the door, binding of the, in Holland 

ii. 45. 
Ring and Bride-Cake, ii. 62^66. 
Ring, Diversion ofthe, ii..256. 
Ring, Riding at the, ii. 257. 
Ring-finger, account of the, from Levina's 

"Lemorius," ii. 65. 
Ringlets of Grass, ii. 280. 
Rings, Hallowing of, on Good Friday, i. 

87. 
formerly given away at Weddings, ii. 

62. 

. St Martin's, ii. 60. 

Fairy, ii. 280, 282, 290. 

in the Candle, iii. 94. 

Charms by, iii. 150, 160. 

Ripon in Yorkshire, custom at, on the Sunday 

before Candlemas Day, i. 26. 
— — Easter customs observed 



at, i. 96. 



Week, i. 119. 



custom a^ in Rogation 
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Bipon in Yorkshire, cuslom at, on All Souls' 

Eye, L 217. 
Christmiu cuBtonu st, i. 

255.289.291. 

B horn blown at, every 



errainK. 



i. 139. 



Robin Bad-Fellow, ii. 291. 

Robin Good-Fellov, ii. 292—296. 

Hobin Hood, i. 143. 



Skene's " Begiai 






i. 143. 



i. 154. 
and Ma; Game, illustiiitiona of 

the eipeme* allendms, i. 147, 148. 
Robin Red Beeast. iii. 101. 
Roche Abbey, Yorkshire, deriyatioa of Ihe 

usme of, i. 193. 
HocHsDiT,ST.,i. 193. 
Bochm, St., i. 198. 
Rocks, St., i. 197. 

Monday, i. 193. 

Rodei in Rovergoe, Abbi de la Malgou- 

vera* at, i. 274. 
Rogation Days, origin of, i. 116, 120, 121. 



Q. Elii., 
iug, i. 132. 



116. 
Visitation i 



.idea conci 
a from Churchwe 



ens' Accounts illustrative uf, i. . 
RooATioN Week, Parochial Pebaubula- 

TiONS^a,!. 116—124. 
''RoidelaFeie,"i. 10. 
Rois,F61ede,i, 16. 
" Roman d' Alexandre," J. 4S, 

account of the Games, 

&c., repreientei) in the margin of the, 
ii, 233, 331, 335. 

Romans, gave prescnte on New Year's Day, i. 9. 
custom among, of drawing IxiU at 

our Twelfth-tide, i. 12. 
practice of Cock-%hting among the 

Romans, ii. 36, 38. 

admitted but five Torches in their 

nuptial solenmities, ii 



Romanus, St., i, 196, 197. 

Rome, New \' cat's Day siiperstitioi 

rapeoftheSabiuesat,;. fil. 

Mars the tutelar God of li* 

196. 



- St. Peter and Si. P 
unts of, i. 30U. 

— Mairiage Ceremonial 
Rona, Chapel iu the Isle of, ii 
Roitsldshay, North, large stot 






- not always a constituent part of 
the Morris, i. 150, 151. 

gathering of, i. 151. 

styled King of ibe May, i 

iiist mentioned by Fotdun, the 
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ir Churches,!. 



Rood Eye, Chester, Shrove Tuesday Cuitoi 

on the, i. 42. 
Rope, with which a cripiiiial has been el 

cuted, used as a Chaim, iii, 1 47. 
Rom, the symbol of silence, ii. 211,313. 

Red, appropriated in Glamorgansbiie 

to the graves of persons distiiiRuished fu 
benevolence of character.ii. 190. 

White, usually planted in filamorjin- 

shire upon a vii^n's tomb, ibid. 

Rose or Jebicho, iit. 203. 

Rose- buiis, divination by, on A'alentine'a Day, 

i.36. 
Rose-garlands, on Corpus Chriati Day, i. 
Robe, UKDt;B the, it. 210. 

ROSEUABT and BavB if WEDDINGa, ii. ' 



Rose-trees foiTnetIv planted DQ graves at Oak- 
ley, in Surrey', ii. 191. 

Roses, gathering of, on Miitsunmier Eve,i. 
1S6. 

sti^wed on tombs by the Romans, il 



and Violets prognosticate weather, S. i 

133. . 
Rosie, Henry Lord, bewitched, iii. 17. 
Rosyth, Castle of, at Invetkeilhung, itiserip' 

tion at tiie doorof, ii. 140. 
Rotherham,Abp.,ltequeaths a Mitre, &c.,fi' 

tbeBanieBi)>bop,i. 233. 
Round about our Coal.fire,i. 178. 
Routing WtU at iLveresk, ii. 227. 
Rowia, Danish, Ii 
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Royal Oak^ state of the, in Dr. Stukeley's 
time, i. 156. 

Royal Oak Day, i. 155. 

Royteiet, iii. 104. 

Rudduck, iii. 101. 

Rudstone, Sir John, Mayor of London, arti- 
cles of expense at his funeral, ii. 176. 

Rue, an amulet against Witchcraft^ iii. 165. 

Ruffe, ii. 257. 

Rumbald Night, i. 262. 

Runic Calendar, St. Simon and St. Jude's 
Day marked in the, by a ship, i. 209. 

Running the Fioube of Eight, ii. 257. 

Rural Charms, iii. 165—168. 

•^— Omens, iii. 129. 

Rush-beakings, ii. 1 — 10. 

whence named, ii. 2, 10. 

Rush-Rings, ii. 66, 67. 

Rushes anciently used for strewing churches 
and houses, ii. 10. 

^—— Hentzner states Queen Elizabeth's 
presence-chamber at Greenwich to have 
been so strewed, ibid. 

strewing of, at Weddings, ii. 72. 



Russeaulx, allowance of, at Barking Nunnery, 
on Shere Thursday, i. 35. 

Russia, celebration in, of Palm Sunday, i. 70. 

Easter customs in. i. 98, 102, 103. 

• St. Nicholas, St. Mary, and St An- 
drew, patron saints of, i. 196. 

Ruttle, dead, iii. 124. 

Sabines, April Fooleries derived from the 
Rape of the, i. 81. 

Sabbath of Witches, iii. 2, 8. 

Sackcloth and Ashes, substitute for, i. 54. 

Sack Posset, ii. 108. 

■ how made, ii. 109. 

Saddling the Spit, ii. 122. 

Sailors, St. Nicholas the patron of, i. 198, 203, 
231. 

— — ^ sports of, ii. 266. 

their dread of Apparitions, iii. 43, 44. 

Omens among, iii. 127, 129. 

St. Thomas's Onions, iii. 191. 

Saints, patrons of Countries,^ &c., i. 196, 200. 

names of those invoked against dis- 
eases, i. 196. 

-^— — Naogeorgus's enumeration of those 
called Helpers, i. 197. 

tutelar Saints to ranks of people, i. 



202. 



Salamander, vulgar error relating to the, iii. 

200, 201. 
Salisbury, custom in the neighbourhood of, 

before Shrovetide, i. 35. 
Cathedral, order in the Statutes of, 

respecting the Boy-Bishop, i. 233. 

the Boy-Bishop at, had the power 



of disposing of prebends falling vacant 
during his episcopacy, i. 233. 

SCTvice of, in the " Processionale ad 



usum Sarum," i. 233, 234. 
Saliva, or Spitting, iii. 139, 140. 
Salt, the emblem of wisdom and learning, 

238, 241, 212. 
— • — goes for money in Prester John's country, 

i. 212. 

setting of, upon. a dead body, ii. 145. 

an Egyptian hieroglyphic for Life, ii. 

145. 

used in sacrifices, iii. 83. 

Salt-bearers at the Eton Montem, i. 238, 241. 
Salt Falling, iii. 82, 83. 
Salt-silver, i. 222. 
« Saltatio Armata," i. 283. 
Saltzburg, St. Rupert the patron saint of, 
. i. 200. 
prohibition of the Episcopatus 

Puerorum in the Council of, i. 234. 
Salve, or Salutation, at Sneezing, iii. 63, 64. [ 
Salute Royal, iii. 142. 
Saman, Vigil of, i. 211. 
Sandwich, the little cold Collation, whence 

named, ii. 120. 
Sandwick, co. Orkney, superstitions observ- 
ance at, on 17th December, i. 220. 

singular parochial customs at, ii. 6. 

Sans-Culottes, Fete de, i. 16. 

Saphies, or Charms, among the Africans, iii. 

141, 170. 
Sardinia, St. Mary the patron saint of, i. 196. 
"Sator. Arepo. Tenet. Opera. Rotas," ii. 42. 
Saturday Afteunoon, ii. 22 — 25. 
Saturnalia, Roman, i. 256, 260, 276. 
affinity of the, with New Year's 

tide, i. 276, 279. 
" Saving the Ladies," custom of, at Edinburgh, 

ii.209. 
Saul or Soul, spitting the, iii. 140. 
Sauveurs, iii. 152. 

Sausages, feast of, in Germany, i. 219. 
Sawyer, Elizabeth, the witch of Edmonton, 

iii. 3, 14. 
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Scandinavia) custom of riding the Stang, sup- 
posed to have been known in, ii. 119. 

Scarlet, one of the characters in the Morris 
dance, i. 144. 

Scarves, Points, and Bride-Laces at Wed- 
dings, ii. 81. 

Scealjiinj jtole, iii. 53. 

School customs on Shrove Tuesday, i. 39, 45. 

Scilly Islands, custom at, of singing Carols 
on Christmas Day in the Church, 
i. 268. 

— — superstitions of the, iii. 7, 13, 

School Customs in various parts of Great 
Britain and Ireland, i. 245. 

Scolds, Cucking-stool the punishment for, 
iii. 52, 53. 

Scone, CO. Perth, Shrove Tuesday customs at, 
i. 42. 



Stone of, iii. 158. 



Score, the cled, ii. 275. 

Scorpion, vulgar error concerning the, iii. 206, 

Scot-Ale, i. 158, 159. 

Scotch and English, ii. 257, 258. 

Scotch Hoppers, ii. 258. 

Scotland, superstitions in, relating to the New 

Year, i. 3. 

New year's Gifts in, i. 5. 7. 

— custom of Handsel-money in, i. 7. 

• custom of Nog-money in, on New 

Year'sDay, i. 10. 

Shrove Tuesday customs in, i. 



42, 45. 
— — Hunting the Gowk in, i. 77. 

Beltan or Baltein in, i. 187» 

customs in, on Allhallow Even, i. 



209, 210, 213, 215, 217, 218. 

Martinmas customs in, i. 220. 

Singed sheep^s-heads one of the 



homely dishes of, i. 227. 

observation of Christmas in, i. 259, 



262. 
New Year's customs in the Western 

Islands of, i. 279. 

Sword Dance in, i. 282. 

superstitious opinions in, regarding 



Days, ii. 28. 

Girdles used in the Highlands of, 



for women in labour, ii. 41. 

superstitions in, respecting children. 



ii. 43, 49, 50. 

superstitions in, relating to mar- 



riages, ibid. 



Scotland, first food given to new-bom babes in 
the Highlands of, ii. 49, note. 

marriage ceremonies in, ii. 96, 

riding the Stang in, ii. 118. 

funeral entertainments in, ii. 149, 

150. 

■ instances of persons burnt for 

Witchcraft in, iii. 17, 19. 
Scottish Proverb, " Ye breed of the Witches," 

&c., iii. 8. 
Scots Christmas Carol, by the Guisearts, i. 

259. 
Scratch, Old, a name for the Devil, ii. 297. 
Screech Owl, iii. 108, 109. 
Sea, roaring of the, predicts a storm, iii. 

132. 
Sea Gulls, superstitions concerning, iii. 113, 

115. 
Sea Mews, augury by, iii. 1 15. 
Seamroy or Shamrock, i. 61. 
Sea Urchins, omens of weather, iii. 128. 
Second Sight, iii. 78, 81. 
Seed-Cake at Allhallows, i. 217. 

at Fastens, ii. 16. 

See-Saw, ii. 258. 

Seic Scona, Irish game of, ii. 104. 

Selling a wife, superstition of its being lawful, 

ii. 63. 
Semeslins, i. 90. 

Sena, or " He des Saints,'' on the coast of Gaul, 
Witches of, mentioned by Pomponim 
Mela, iii. 6. 
Sepulchre, watching of the, on Grood Friday, 

i. 92. 
Sergius, Pope, institutes the cerexnonies of Can- 
dlemas Day, i. 25. 
Sermons at Christenings, ii. 53. 

at Weddings, ii. 101. 

at Funerals, ii. 171. 

Serpents, water and land omens, iii. 119. 

— charm against the stinging of, iu. 

152. 
Servants rewarded by Fairies, ii. 276. 

warning for, iii. 206. 

*^ Service without Salt," a cackold*8 fee, it. 

124, 
Services, ludicrous, i. 262. 
Serving-man, description of a, i. 206. 
Setting Salt or Candles upon the Dead 

Body, ii. 145, 146. 
Seventh son of a seventh son, iii. 144. 
Seville, riding the Stang at, ii. 115. 
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Severs, Common^ foretell chan^ of weather, 

iii. 130. 
«< Sewing into the Sheet," ii. 108, 110. 
Shadar, in the Ule of Lewis, St. Andrew's 

Well at, ii. 331. 
Shaftesbury, co. Dorset, custom at, on the 

Monday before Holy Thursday, i. 124. 
Shamrock, why worn by the Irish, i. 61. 
Shearers, boon of, ii. 20. 
Sheep, omens of weather, iii. 130. 
Sheep, to be shorn at the Moon's increase, iii. 73. 
Sheep Sheauino, Feast of, ii. 20 — 22, 

^—^ account of, from Dyer's 

« Fleece," i. 20. 

' by Thomson, i. 21. 

Sheep s heads singed, borne in the procession 
before the Scots in London on St. An- 
drew's Day, i. 227. 
Sheepskin drum, vulgar error concerning a, 

iii. 205. 
Shere Thursday, or Maunday Thursday, 

i. 83—86. 
Sheriffs, presentation of, in the Court of Ex- 
chequer at Michaelmas, i. 198. 
Shetland, spring called Yelaburu in, ii. 232, 
284. 

spirit called Browny,in the Isles of, 

ii. 284. 
Shinty, or Shinty Match, ii. 248. 
Shittle-cock, ii. 260. 
Shivering, tmen of, iii. 92. 
Shoe Omens, iii. 85, 86. 

spitting in the right shoe, by way of 

charm, ii. 142. 
Shony, sea-god so named, sacrificed to at St 

Kilda, i. 210. 
Shoeing the wild mare, i. 274,275. 
Shooting the Black Lad, ii. 259. 
Shot Stars, substance so called, iii. 222. 
Shove Gkoat, ii. 259. 
Shreving Pewe, i. 43. 
Shrew Ash, iii. 157. 
Shrew Mice, superstitious cruelty towards, 

iii. 157, 
Shrewsbury, custom of lifting at, at Saster^ 

i. 107. 
Shrid-pies, i. 289. 

Shropshire, lifting retained in, i. 107. 
■ Soul Cakes used in, at Allhallow- 

tide, i. 217. 
— — Sui-eater in, ii. 152. 
— . " Crying the mare in," ii. 1 1. 



Shropshire, custom in, at first hearing the 

cuckoo, ii. 124. 
Shroud stuck with Yew, ii. 163, 164. 
Shroud, woollen, ii. 145. 
Shrove Monday, i. 35. 
Shrove-Tide, or Shrove Tuesday, i. 36^ 

52. 

explanation of the name of, i. 36. 

— — — — — festivities of, as related by Nao- 

georgus, i. 37, 38. 

Fitzstephen''s account of the 



customs of, i. 39, 43 

Throwing at cocks at, i. 39, 43, 



46, 47. 



Pancake customs on, i. 40. 

the particular holiday of the 

Apprentices, i. 41. 

Fires lighted up at, in Helvetia, 



i. 52. 

No fire or candle may be kindled 

on the Eve of, among the Finns, i. 52. 

custom of searching for persons 



of ill fame on, i. 41, 52. 

summary of the customs of. 



from Pasquil's ** Palinodia," i. 42. 

description of, from the tract 



entitled Vox Graculi," i. 44. 

Taylor the Water Poet's ac- 



count of, i. 51. 

indignities formerly shown to 



freshmen at Oxford on, i. 240. 
" Shrovings,*' i. 36. 
Shuffle Board, ii. 259. 
Shuoqy-Shrew, ii. 252. 
Siamese wish long life to persons sneezing, 

iii. 65. 
« Sicinium," i. 282. 
Side, right, rising on the, iii. 89* 
Side-Thrift, or Shove Groat, ii. 259. 
Sien Sluai, a supposed Fairy-habitation in 

Argyleshire, ii. 290. 
Sieve anii Shfars, divination by, iii. 187. 
Sigillaria, i. 251. 
Signs, whimsicalities of, ii. 216. 
change of weather prognosticated from 

the swinging of, iii. 130. 
Silicernium, ii. 148. 
" Silly How," the fortunate Cap w Hood, iii. 

59, 60. 
Simon, St., and St. Jude*s Day, i. 208, 209. 
^x marked in the Buuic Caleudar by 

a ship, i. 209. 
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Sinclair, superstition among persons of the 

name of, in Caithness, ii. 28. 
8in-Eatkr8, ii. 152, 153. 
Singen-Een, i. 3, 250. 
Sitting cross-legged, iii. 139. 
Six Score to the Hundred, ii. 274, 275. 
Sixes and Sevens, ii. 675 -, iii. 215. 
Skarves at Weddings, ii. 81. 
" Skimmington,'' representation of, in Hoef- 

nagle's " Views ni Spain," ii. 115. 
— description of, from Hudi- 

bras, ii. 119. 
notices of, from various other 

authors, ii. 119, 120, 121. 
Skiviog, North Wales, funeral customs at, ii. 

175. 
Sky, miscellaneous customs observed in the 

Isle of, i. 207. 
— — harvest customs in, ii. 16, 
■ Lmiar suwrstitions in, iii. 77. 

Sky Omens, iii. 129, 131. 
Slam, ii. 2(><>. 

Sleeveless errand, meaning of, i. 79. 
Slide-Uwrti, Slido-groat, Slide-thrift, andSlip- 

thrift, ii. 259. 
« Smoke follows Uie fairest,'^ ii. 2\X 
Smoker, anecdote of a, ii. 222. 
Smoke Money, on St. Slary's Kve, i. 28, 
Snails ttsed in love divinations^ i. 214. 
Snake Kgg, Pliny's account of the, iii. 200. 
Snake Stones, i. 183. 

Snakes, Cornish opinion concexning the meet- 
ing of, on Midsummer Kve, i. 183. 

( >mons fn>m, iii. 118. 

Sne^'iting, sxi^^t'rstitiwMi relating to, iii. (i5, 66, 

67, 98, 99. 

- — when the King of Mesopotamia 

«neef:es acclamations are made in all pasts 

of his dominions, iii. 65, 

cures the hiccup, iii, 66. 



Solar New \ ear, festival of the, i. 97, 
S*>lihull, near UirminghanK Aj^Mi^ee at, iii, 
1,S6. 

?Rong*. \H a*saiW\ <m N<«ir Y«»t'« Kv*, i, 1. 

-* ** Atw ^avKC of the Biit^ of QaWt,^ 

i, '^K-. 




Sorcery, Art of, iii. 30, 31. 
Sortes Virgilianae, iii. 177, 178. 
Sortes Sanctorum, iii. 178. 
Soul-Bell, ii. 128, 130, 133. 

distinction of rank preserved in the 

North of England in the tolling of the, 
ii. 134. 

Soul Cakes, custom of distributiog on All 
Souls Day, i. 216, 217. 

use of, formerly, in Shropshire, 

i.2l7. 

Souler 8 Song, i. 217. 

Souling, custom of going a, in Staffordshire, 
on All Saints Day, i. 217. 

South Ronaldsay and Burray, two of tiie Ork- 
ney Islands, no couple chooses to many 
in, except with a growing mono, ii. 106. 

South Shields, bidders to a funeral at, ii. 156. 

Southwark Fair, Gay's description of, ii. 272. 

Sow crossing the iray, iii. 105, 106. 

Sow Day in Scotland, i. 220, 

Sowens eaten in Scotland, i. 215. 

Spain, prevalence of pencKis crossing them* 
selves in, L 90. 

Midsummer Eve festivities in, i. 167. 

St James (Jago) the patron saint for, 

i 196. 

— celelvation of the Boy Bishop in, i. 
231. 

child-birth custom in, ii. 43. 

tiding the Stang in, ii. lldf 116. 

a crime in, to put up faoms against a 



neighbour's hoose, ii. 116. 

— account of the Gipsies in, ii. 49. 

custom in, of struigcrs f^^gti*^ stuDGB 



upcm untimely gnivvs^ ii. 186. 
Spang-bodle, ii. 243. 

S}>aniards, hold FViday an tmlQcky day, i. 28. 
Sparrows, superstxtio&s concenung, iiL 102» 

104. 
SrsAi, ixr BiJU>s-Bova, iii. 179. 
Spectres and Appantions sappoeed to haunt 

borial-plaoes, ii. 178. 
Spell from Herricis « Hesperides,'' iii. 32. 
Spells on Allhall<yw Ev«!n, i d09, 210. 
S{*llv Coat, iii. 45. 
Spey * Well oC in Sc^rtlaud, ii. tl30. 
%noe of <nnl, iii. 215. 
%Sc): and Span. iii. 215, 
^il>Sft OMtxs, iii. 118, 

vulgar error conceming the, iii. 201 

\ ^^NSisisJuikMok'^aiBmwit^iii. 14& 
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Spilling op Wine, iii. 82, 83. 

Spinners, or Spiders, omens of weather, iii. 

118. 
Spinny Wye, ii. 260. 
Spirits, subordinate, notion of, in Africa, i. 

199. 

said to fly away at cock-crow, ii. 31. 

evil, frightened at the sound of bells, 

ii. 128, 130, 131. 

popular creed concerning, iii. 37, 40. 

mode of consulting, iii. 38, 41. 

walking of, iii. 39. 

give disturbance by knocking, iii. 38, 



39, 44. 

Spittle, lustrations by, iii. 139, 140, 141. 

of the Stars, iii. 222. 

Spoons, Apostles', a christening present, ii. 48. 
Sporla at Weddings, ii. lOl-— 103. 

Book of, i. 139, 140. 

at Christmas, i. 272—284. 

at Fairs, ii. 273. 

Sports and Games, ii. 233. 

Spott, in East Lothian, Witches burnt at, iii. 

18. 
Spousals, ii. 59. 

Sprains, charms against, iii. 171. 
Springs or Rivers, custom of drinking sugar 

and water vX, on some Sunday in May, 

ii. 228. 
Squinting persons, iii. 105. 
Squirrels, hunting of, on Christmas Day, in 

Suffolk, i. 268. 
Stables, charm for, from HerrickVHesperides, 

iii. 147. 
Stack, charm of fathoming the, i. 210, 215. 
Staffordshire, custom of Souling in, on All 

Saints Day, i. 217. 

Christmas Hobby Horse in, i. 269. 

Stamford, Boll Running in the Town of, 

ii. 39, 40. 
Standard erected on Easter Day by the Ro- 
manists, i. 103. 
Stang, riding the, i. 9 ; ii. 118. 

derivation of, ii. 118. 

Stanhope, co. Durham, garlands suspended 

in the church of, ii. 137. 
Stanlake, co. Oxford, Plott^s account of the 

( Rogation custom at, i. 120. 
Star-jelly, iii. 222. 
Stars, shooting of the, iii. 129. 
Stathern, co. Leicester, custom a^ of giving 

dole at a funeral, ii. 176, 177. 



<' Status Scholffi Etonensis/' extracts from the, 
i. 11,36, 50, 54, 125, 131, 181, 195, 
237, 243, 275. 

Statute Fairs, ii. 269. 

Stephen's Day, St., i. 292—294, 

Horses blooded on, i. 292. 

Hospinian's account of, i. 293. 

— — Goose-pies made on, in the 

North Riding of Yorkshire, i. 294. 

proverb on his day, i. 268. 



Stepney Parish, vulgar error concerning, iii, 
205. 

Stewes, in Southwark, proclamation of King 
Henry VIII, concerning the, ii, 241. 

Stirrup Verse, ii. 168. 

Stocking, flinging the, ii. 107. 

superstitions concerning the putting 

on of stockings, iii. 85. 

Stokesley, one of the Characters in the Mor- 
ris Dance, i. 144. 

Stone of imagination, iii. 27. 

- spitting on a, iii, 141. 

pulpit at Magdalen College, Oxford, 

i. 171. 

superstitions, iii. 149. 

Stones at each end of a grave, custom of 
whitening in Glamorganshire, at certain 
times, ii. 184. 

casting of, in Spain, upon untimely 

graves, ii. 186. v 

perforated, creeping through, iii. 149. 

slept on to cure lameness, iii. 149. 



Stool-Ball, i. 105, ii. 243. 

Stool, Witch's, ii. 15. 

Stokmy Petrel, augury by the, iii, 115, 1 16. 

Stortford, Bishop's, co. Hertford, septennial 

custom at, i. 208. 
Stot^Plough, i. 280. 
Strangers in the Candle, iii. 95. 
StrathflUan, cures at the pool of, iii. 152. 
Strathspey, Lake of Spirits at, ii. 229. 
Straw used in Beds, ii. 41, 42. 
of the King's Bed, /. Henry VIII., ii. 

41. 
Streaking, the term in the North of England 

for laying out a body, ii. 143. 

derivation of the word, ii. 144. 

" Strenarum Commercium," i. 6. 
StbewingChurches WITH Flowers ON Days 

OF Humiliation and Thanksgiving, ii. 

35. 
Strewing Hebbs, Flowebs, and Rushes, 
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BEFORE THE Bbidegroom and Bride, 

ii. 72. 
Strewing Flowers on Graves, ii. 184 — 

192. 
Strickle, Strickler, iii. 210. 
Stroud Hospital, co. Kent, May custom at, i. 

141. 
Struma, touching for the, iii. ISO. 
Stumbling, superstition concerning, iii. 133, 

134. 
Suffolk, custom of burying a slunk or abor- 
tive calf in, iii. 167. 
Suicides said to have been usually interred 

on the North side of Churchyards, ii. 181. 
"Sumanalia," ii. 64. 

Sumatra, Quails trained to fighting in, ii. 38. 
Summer King and Queen, i. 151. 
Summer Solstice, i. 166 — 186. 
Sun, shining of, on Easter Day, i. 95. 
shining on a bride, a good omen, ii. 

103. 
— — omen from the cloudy rising of the, iii. 

129. 
Sun Feast among the Greenlanders, i. 260. 
Sunday after the day of dedication of a church 

used as its Feast, ii. 2. 
■ Fairs held on, abolished, ii. 2. 
after marriage, custom on in North 

Wales, ii. 111. 

bear-baiting on, ii. 42. 



Sunningwell, co. Berks, custom formerly of 
blessing the Springs at, ii. 230. 

Suns, three supposed to be seen on Trinity 
Sunday, i. 161. 

SUPEKNACULUM, ii. 209, 210. 

__ etymology of, ii. 200. 

Suppers, Funeral, among the ancients, diffe- 
rent kinds of, ii. 148. 

Surgeon's Sign, ii. 219. 

Swallows, considered as Omens, iii. 102, 130, 
132. 

Swan, singing of the, before death, iii. 201. 

"Swanne, Tale of the," ii. 117. 

Swans "cannot hatch without a crack of 
Thunder," iii. 131. 

■' prognosticate weather, iii. 132. 

Swarming up a pole after a Goose, ii. 249. 

Swarths, iii. 122. 

Swearing at Highgate, ii. 121. 

Sweating Sickness, the cause of the London 
Watch being discontinued, /. Henry VIII., 



Sweden, custom of making April Fools in, i. 

77. 
— ^— Lyke Wake retained in, ii. 143. 
— — superstitions in, relating to the Moon, 

iii. 76. 
Swine, time to kill for Bacon, iii. 73. 

Omens of Weather, iii, 105, 107, 130. 

Swine's grease, bride anoints the door-posts 

with, to drive away misfortune, ii. 106. 
Swing, sport ofthe,ii. 252. 
SwiTHiNS Day, St., i. 188, 189, 

Gay s mention of, in his 



Trivia, i. 188. 



notice of, in Poor Robin s 



Almanack, i. 189. 
Sword- Dance, i. 278—284. 
Olaus Magnus's description 

of the, i. 2/9. 

how performed in Northum- 



berland, ibid. 

performed in the North Riding 



of Yorkshire from St. Stephen's Day till 

New Year 8 Day, i. 283. 
Sybows, i. 64. 
Sj/lham Lamps, ii. 678, iii. 218. 

Tables, draught-board called, ii. 215. 

Taish, iii. 80. 

"Take my Cap," ii. 213. 

Tali, game of, ii. 245. 

Tamans, fortune-tellers so called in Ireland, 
iii. 35. 

Tansey Cake, i. 94, 103. 

Tauseys at Easter, i. 104, 106. 

used as a Charm, iii. 165. 

Tapers, Funeral, ii. 168. 

TappieTousie, ii. 260, 261. 

Tarans, un baptized children so called in Scot- 
laud, ii. 44. 

Tarantula, vulgar error concerning the, iii. 
206. 

Tarasca, the Spanish name for tbe Hobby- 
Horse, i. 146. 

Tarbat, Mary's Well at, il 227. 

Tarocco, ii. 266. 

Tarura, profane Wakes at, ii. 9. 

Tasks, Ghosts of the dying, iii. 123. 

Tavern Bush, ii.217. 

Signs, ii. 215—218. 

Taw, ii. 251. 

Tawnles, ii. 274. 

Tear falling on a winding sheet, ii. 144. 
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Tears, Pennant's notice of the painting of them 
on doors and window-shutters in Scot- 
land to express grief, ii. 192. 

Tela, St., Well of, at Uandegla, ii. 228. 

Teelings, ii. 245. 

Telephilon, iii. 163, 102. 

Tenaple, Inner, Lord of Misrule at, i. 276. 

— -— — Middle, solemnities of the Christmas 
Prince at, in 1635, i. 273. 

Tempting Powder, iii. 162. 

Tenth Wave and Tenth Egg, iii. 201. 

Terminalia, feast of, i. 116, 119, 124. 

TerrsB filius, in Oxford, i. 46. 

Terragona, decree of the Council at, a.d. 
1591, against the Gipsies, iii. 49. 

Tetragrammaton, iii. 30. 

Tezils, or Fuller's Thistle, Omens of Wea- 
ther, iii. 133. 

Thames, bear-baiting on the, ii. 211. 

Thatchof a Witch's House, bcuruing of the, 
iii. 14. 

Tbebes, Bocetian, Bacchus and Hercules pre- 
side over, i. 196. 

Theocritus, passage in, on the subject of Love 
divinations, i. 214. 

Theophauy, a name for Christmas, i. 257. 

Therfield, co. Hertf., Kitchen furniture kept 
at for Weddings, ii. 91. 

Thew, iii. 52. 53. 

Thief in a Caudle, iii. 95. 

Thirteen Persons meeting in a Room, a death 
Omen, iii. 143, 144. 

Thistle, Qur Lady's, i. 29. 

Thistles,, flying of down from, a sign of Rain, 
iii. 130. 

Thomas, St. Lotts, iii. 164. 

Thomas k Becket, St., fires lighted on his 
Eve, i. 187. 

Thomas's Dat, St., i. 247. 

Thorn, Glastonbury, i. 162. 

Thracians, custom o( the, when it thunders, 
iii. 130. 

Threshing of the Cock, i. 39. 

the Hen, i. 40, 49. 

Thrift Box in Barbers' Shops, i. 271. 

Thbowino at Cocks, i. 39, 45, 46, 47. 

■ origm of wrongly ascribed 

to the victories of Henry V., i. 39. 

song on Cock-throwing, 



from Lluellin*s Poems, i. 40. 

Misson's notice of, ibid. 



Thvonb, right, drinking over the, ii. 209. 



Thumbs, picking of the, iii. 93. 

^— — biting of, iii. 94, 

Thunder on Shrove Tuesday, i. 42. 

ringing of Bells against, ii. 137. 

charms against, iii. 130, 166, 168. 

Tliurlow, Lord, Speech of, on the third read- 
ing of the Surgeons' Incorporation Bill, 
ii. 219. 

Thursday, noted as a fatal day to King Henry 
VIII. and his posterity, ii. 27. 

Thurso, Witches of, iii. 19, 

Tiberius forbids the giving or demanding of 
New Year's Gifts, i. 6. 

— ^— remarkable for sneezing, iii. 66. 

afraid of Thunder and Lightiiing, iii. 

166. 

Tib's Rush for Tom's forefinger, ii. 67* 

Tick-Tack, ii. 261. 

Timist, Sir Thomas Overbury*s diaracter of 
a, i. 5. 

" Tine cat, tine game,'' ii. 243. 

Tiudles, a name for the AUhallow Eve Fires, 
in Derbyshire, i. 216. 

Tingling ©/"Ears, iii. 88—90. 

Tinley, ceremony so called, of lighting fires 
on AUhallow Even, i. 216. 

«Tiwtinnabula,"ii. 129. 

Tiry, parish of, in Argyleshire, Roman Catho- 
lic sayings in the, i. 67. 

Tisri, Jewish month, i. 11. 

Tissington, co. Derby, custom of praying and 
singing psalms at Wells at, ii. 229. 

Tithes, payment of, i. 117. 

Toad-Stone, iii. 27. 

Toads used for Charms, iii. 110, 160. 

Toast, origin of the word, ii. 206. 

anagram of, ii, 208. 

Toasting, or drinking healths, iL 206, 208. 

Toasts of bits of ribbon, ii. 208. 

Tobacco, smoked in King Charles II.'s time 
by women as well as men, ii. 214. 

" - Burton's Encomium on and Invective 

against Tobacco, ii. 22^. 

King James I.'s invectives against, ii. 



221, 222. 

panegyrics on, ii. 222, 223. 



Tobacco in Alehouses, ii. 221 — 223. 
Tobiniimbuadh, consecrated Well of, ii. 230. 
Token, bent, ii. 55. 
Tokens, Funeral, ii. 151. 
Tolfrsedic mode of Computation, ii. 274, 
275. 
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Tolmen, or perforated stones, creeping through, 

iii. 149. 
Tom the Piper, i. 144. 
Tom-Tit, iii. 101. 

Tombs decked with Flowers, ii. 189, 190. 
Tonge, CO. Sutherland, funeral customs at, ii. 

174. 
Top, Whipping the, ii. 262. 
Top- Knots, ii. 70. 
Toral, i. 181. 
Torches consecrated on Candlemas Day, i. 25, 

26. 
■ at Weddings, ii. 98. 

and Lights at Funerals, ii. 168—171. 

Tottenham, co. Midd., Holy Wells at, ii. 226. 

Town-Tops, ii. 263. 

IVansubstantiation, ii. 197. 

Trappola, ii. 266. 

Tray-Trip, ii. 261. 

Trebuchet, or Tribuch, iii. 52, 54. 

Tredwell's Loch, St., ii. 231. 

Trees, reverence paid to, by the Gauls, ii. 162. 

Trefoil, or Clover grass, an Omen of Weather, 

iii. 133. 
« Trefoir, ou le tison de Noel," i. 255. 
Tribuch, iii. 52, 54. 
Tring, co. Hertford, cruelties exercised at, 

upon supposed Witches, iii. 20, note. 
Trinity, the, how designated in tolling the 

Soul-bell, ii. 134. 
Trinity College, Oxford, Christmas Prince at, 

i. 273. 
Trinity Sunday, first observance of, in Eng- 
land, i. 161. 
Trinity, or Trinity Sunday Even, i. 161, 

162. 
Eve of Thursday after Trinity Sun- 
day, i. 162. 
Trinity Gask, co. Perth, noted Well at, ii. 

227. 
Trololey, or Troleray, i. 249. 
Troule-in-Madame, ii. 261. 
Truckle Cheese, i. 36. 
True-love-knots, ii. 67, 68, 69. 
Trulis, ii. 213. 
Trullan Council, canon of, against those who 

baked a Cake in honour of the Virgin 

Mary, i. 26. 
Trulofa, ii. 67. 
Trump, ii. 266. 
Trumpets used instead of Bells by the Jews, 

22,129. 



Truncks, ii. 215. 

Trundling the Hoop, ii. 262. 

Tuck, explanation of the term, i. 240. 

Tuck, Friar, i. 143, 153. 

T(7mbrell, iii. 52, 53. 

Turkeys eaten on St. Martin's Day in Parii, 

i. 206. 
Turkish Marriages, Torches used at, ii. 99.^ 
Turks do not permit the use of Bdls, ii. 

129. 

fond of Astrology, iii. 1 83. 

Turning Cat in Pan, iii. 211. 

Turquoise, the, iii. 155. 

Tutbury, co. Staff., Bull-running at, ii. 40. 

Tutelar Spirits, opinion of, i. 196, 197. 

Twelfth Cake, i. 12. 

Twelfth Day, i. 11 — 20. 

lines on, in the *' Popish King^ 

dome," i. 12, 13. 
" Twelfth Night, or King and Queene," from 

Herrick's Hesperides, i. 12. 
Twelfth Day, wassailing custom on, in Here- 
fordshire, i. 14. 
— — —— — wassailing custom on, in Devon* 

shire, i. 19. 
Twickenham, ancient custom at, on Easter 

Day, i. 94. 
Twisted tree, or With, anciently fetched in 

before Easter in London, i. 68. 
— ^— — — — the practice forbidden, i. 71. 
Tying the Point, li. 106. 

Vacina, or Vacuna, the, goddess to whom 
rustics anciently sacrificed at the con- 
clusion of harvest, ii. 11, 14. \ 

Vail, yellow, worn by Brides, ii. 106. \ 

Valentine, St.,i. 196, 197, 201, 202. 

Valentine's Day, i. 31. 

■ choosing Valentines an early 

sport in England, i. 31. 

the day, how observed in France^ 



i. 31, 33. 

nothing in the Legend of St. 

Valentine that could have given rise to 
the ceremonies of his day, i. 31. 

- Gay 8 description of ceremoniei 



on, i. 31, 32. 

— divinations practised on, i. 32. 

— Misson's observations on, i. 32^ 



35. 



- Verses on, by Buchanan, i. 34. 

U -i. 1^ ^^^^ ^V It 04 



^ Vanes on Church steeples, origin of, ii. 34. 
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Vanora, called also the British Helena, iii. 

153. 
Vato, Evil Spirit so called, iii. 129. 
Vegetables, Omens from, iii. 133. 
Venice, St. Maik the patron Saint of, i. 200. 
Espousal of the Adriatic by the Doge 

of,i. 118. 
Venisa, St., i. 197. 
Vervine, offering of for the New Year, i. 6. 

used as a charm, iii. 160. 

Verulam, Lord, reflections of, on Witches, iii. 2. 
« Vixilla pro Rogacfonibus," i. 120. 
Vigiliae, or Festival Evens, ii. 5. 
Vigils, four nocturnal, in the Church of Rome, 

i. 33. 
Vinalia, Feast of, i. 221. 
Vincent's Day, St., i. 22. 
Vines, superstition in Minorca relating to, iii. 

168. 
Vineyards, vulgar error relating to the planting 

of, iii. 265. 
Vintners, custom of the upon St. Urban's Day, 

i. 154, 155. 
Violets, presages drawn from, iii. 133. 
Viper, Druidical -superstitions relating to the, 

HI. 148. 
■ vulgar Error relating to, iii. 205. 

Virgin Lady's funeral, rites of a, minutely 

described, ii. 188. 
Virgin Mary, legend intended to honour her 

memory, ii. 187. 

Virgin Mary's Nut, iii. 25. 

Virginity, garlands used in honour of at Fu- 
nerals, ii. 185. 
Virgins, St. Nicholas the protector of, i. 232. 
" Yirgiila divina," Epigram on the, iii. 176. 
ViTus's Day, St., i. 163. 
Charm against St. Vitus's dance, 

i. 163. 
" Vizards for a Momerie,'* i. 253. 
Vulgar Errors, iii. 192 — 205. 

"Ule, Ule, Ule," cry of, i. 261. 

Ulricas Day, St., i. 188. 

Ululatus, ii. 154. 

XJnburied persons, ghosts of, wander up and 

down the banks of Styx, iii. 37. 
Uncumber, St., oats offered to at St. Paul's, i. 

202. 
Under the Rose, ii. 211. 
Under- bearers of a corpse, formerly of a higher 

order, ii. 174. 



" Ungirt, unblessed," proverb of, ii. 106. 

Unicorn, iii. 202. 

Unreason, Abbot of, i. 274, 277. 

« U, P, K, spells May GosUngs," i. 131, 132. 

Upsie Freeze, ii. 202. 

Uptide Cross, i. 74. 

Urban's Day, St., i. 154. 

Urine, dipping the feet in, a preservative against 

Charms, iii. 150. 
Urisks, a kind of fairies, ii. 295. 

Wace, Maitre, metrical Life of St. Nicholas 

by, i. 230. 
Wad-shooting, i. 259. 

Waddle, meaning of, in Somersetshire, i. 29. 
Wadds, a Scottish game, ii. 258. 
Wafers used at Funeral Entertainments, ii. 

151. 
Waff, explanation of, iii. 121. 
Waits, i. 240. 
Wake, Lines entitled The, from Herrick's 

Hesperides, ii. 2. 

origin and Etymology of the, ii. 3. 

Tusser's notice of the Wake-day, ii. 4, 

Irish, account of the, ii. 142, 166, 167. 

Wakening Mallet, ii. 135. ^ 

Wakes, Country, i. 157. 

continuance of, desired at Exeter and 

in Somersetshire, where they were ordered 

to be suppressed in 1627 and 1631, ii. 4. 
Stubbs's description of the keeping of 



them, t, Eliz., ii. 4, 5. 

King Edgar's canon enjoining decent 



behaviour at, ii. 5. 
Wales, thrashing of Hens in, i. 49. 
ceremony of heaving retained in North 

Wales, i. 107. 

superstition in North Wales on St. 



Mark's Day, i. 115. 
— custom in on the Eve of Thursday after 
Trinity Sunday, i. 102. 
-custom in North Wales on Corpus 



Christi Day, i. 165. 
— Midsummer fires lighted in, i. 183. 
— Autumnal tire in North Wales on the 
1st November, i. 216. 
•custom of making fires in, on All-Saints 



Eve, ibid. 

— newly married persons beg Cawsa or 
Cheese in, ii. 91. 

marriages of, contribution in, ii. 91 



92. 



%H 
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Wales, riding full speed at Weddings in South 

Wales, ii. 97. 
— ^— custom in North Wales on the Sunday 

after marriage, ii. 111. 
■ watching with the dead in, ii. 141. 

consecrated Yews in, ii. 162. 

singing Psalms in, before a Corpse, ii. 



165. 



— custom in North Wales of committing 
a body to the ground, ii. 175. 

— Funeral doles in, ii. 175, 177. 
strewing Flowers at Funerals in and 



over Graves in, ii. 178, 179. 
— Well of St. Tecla in, at Uandegla, 
ii.228. 

Spitting at the name of the Devil in, 



iii. 140. 

— custom of blessing in, ii. 187, 

— kneeling and saying the Lord's Prayer 
on the graves of deceased friends, ii. 
188. 

— dancing in Churchyards in, ii. 183. 

— funeral customs in, ii. 189, 190. 
custom of Whitening houses in S. 



\ 



Wales, ii. 297. 
Walnut Tree, miraculous, at Glastonbury, i. 

162. 
— ^-^— having plenty of blossom, a sign 

of a fruitful year of corn, iii. 13i3. 
Walsingham, co. Norf., Wishing Well at, ii. 

226. 
Waltham. co. Leic, paper Garlands suspended 

ill the Church ot; ii. 186. 
Wandering Jew, iii. 192. 
Ware, great Bed of, ii. 207. 
Wark worth, Harvest customs in tlie Liberty 

of, in the County of Northampton, ii. 12, 

13. 
Warren, William, Earl of, founder of the 

Bull-running at Stamford, ii. 40. 
■ Arms of the Earl of Warren, ii. 218, 

Warts, Charms for, iii. 147, 153. 
Washaile, explanation of the term, i. 1, 4. 
Wassail, a gewgaw so called, i. 4. 
— — - Bowl on New Year's Eve, i. 2. 
Wassailers' Songs on New Year's Eve, i. 2. 
Wassailing, ceremony of, as practbed at Court 

on Twelfth Night, /. Hen. VIII., i. 2. 

on Twelfth Day, i. 14, 19. 

Wassel-Bread, i. 4. 

Candle, ibid. 

Wat, phenomenon so called, iii. 215. 



Watch, London, on the YigiU of St. John 

Baptist and St. Peter, i. 167, 179. 
— — — \ a similar Watch kept up 

on Midsummer Eve, at Nottingham, till 

the reign of ( harles I., i. 185. 
Watching on St. Mark's Eve, i. 115 ; iii. 126. 
on St. Johns Eve, i. 176, 186 ; iii. 

126. 
Watching with the Dead, ii. 140 — 143. 
Water, divinations by, iii. 174. 
Water fowls. Omens of Weather, iii. 132. 
Water-Kelpy, spirit so called in Caithness, ii. 

229. 
Wax used in the formation of Garlands, ii. 

188. 
Weapon -Shawing, ii. 262. 
Weasel, a bad Omen to meet one, iii. 105. 
Weather, prognostications of the, on St. Paul's 

Day, i. 22, 23. 
Weathercocks on Steeples, ii. 34. 
Weather Omens, iii. 129, 130, 133. 
Weather's Bell, iii. 118. 
Wechts, " To win three Wechts o* iiaething,"' 

i. 210. 
Wedding Cake, Verses on the, ii. 104, 106. 

Feasts and Entertainments, ii. 100. 

Garters, ii. 79, 

— — — — Gloves, ii. 78. 

Knives, ii. 82. 

Psalm, ii. 111. 

Ring, ii. 62. 

divination by fishing for with 

a ladle, i. 126, 

how worn, ii. 6^ 66. 

— superstiticms relating to the, ii. 



62. 

hieroglyphic of the, ii. 62. 

Prometheus the supposed iD- 

ventor of, ii. 65. 

placing of the, ii. 65. 

used by the Romans at tbdi 



marriages, ii. 65. 

hallowing of the, ii. 66. 



Wedding Sermons, ii. 86, 89, 92, 109. 

Welsh, ii. 97. 

Weddings, v. Marriagb Cvstomls and Ci- 

REMQNIES. 

month of May avoided for, ii. 96. 

ceremonials at among the Jews, ii* 



85. 



among tibe Koon, « 



described by Mungo Parli:> u. 99. 
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beddings, ceremonials at, among the Gipsies 

in Calabria, ii. 99. 

— Torches used at, ii. 98, 99. 

Lamps and Flambeaux used at, 

among the Japanese, ii. S9. 

Music at, ii. 99, 100. 

Sports at, ii. 101, 102. 

Divinations at, ii. 103. 

Lucky Omens at, ii. 103, 104. 



^eek, Days of the, homely rhymes on, ii, 26. 

Teep Irish, to, ii. 166. 

Tells and Fountains, Customs and Super- 
stitions concerning^ ii. 223. 

several in Loudon formerly noted, ii. 

223. 

— — Ladles of iron affixed to, ii. 224. 

Bourne's Enumeration of, in his *' An- 

tiq. Vulgares," ii. 224. 

Laws and Canons relating to, ii. 227. 

form of benediction for a new Well, 



ii. 227. 

— praying and singing Psalms at, ii. 
229. 

leaving rags at, ii. 230, 231. 



Westminster School, Shrove Tuesday custom 

at, i. 50. 
■ custom at, on the admission of a 

new junior, i. 241. 

Psedonomus of, at Christmas, i. 



ITelsh Main, description of the, ii. 36. 
iTelwyn, co. Hertf., massacre of the Danes, /. 

Ethelred, said to have begun at, i. 109. 
Tembdon, co. Somerset, St. John's Well at, 

ii. 131. 
Vens and Tumours, how cured, iii. 153. 
^^erington, co. Devon, harvest custom at, ii.l5. 
Vestellum, i. 4. 
V^estern Islands of Scotland, game in, on New 

Year's Eve, as related by Dr. Johnson, i. 

279. 

- Candlemas Day 



custom in the, i. 27. 

Song in the, ii. 18. 

' Lustration in, 

round Women after child-bearing, and 
round about Children before they are 
christened, ii. 49. 

Superstition of 



2t4, 245. 
Westmoreland, custom in, on New Year's Day, 

i. 9. 

riding for the Ribbon in, ii. 96. 

boys beg Eggs in, on Easter 

Eve, i. 97. 
— — — humorous description of a 

country wedding in, ii. 98. 
Wharton, monument of Thomas, first Lord, 

ii. 114. 
Whaup, or larger Curlew, announces the ap- 
proach of Spring ia Scotland, ii. 125, 

Note. 
Wheat, sprinkled on the head of a bride, ii.63. 
parboiled, used at funerals by the 

modem Greeks, i. ^Q» 

seeding, custom of the monks of St. 



Edmundsbury at, i. 217. 

Wheel, used to denote the festival of Christ- 
mas, in the Runic Fasti, i. 166. 

common both to Christmas and Mid- 
summer festivities, ibid. 

— how used in the rites of the* feast of 



the Evil Eye in, iii. 24. 
; Charms used in, 

iii. 167. 
Westminster Abbey, Coronation Stone in, iii. 

158. 
Hall, lawyers in, pleaded "in 

harness," during Wyatt's tebelHoD, iii. 

199. 



St. John Baptist, i. 172. 
Whetstone, lying for the, ii. 6 ; iii. 212 
Whichnovie, co. Stafford, custom of married 

people claiming bacon at, ii. 11-2, 113. 
Whigmelerie, ii. 204. 
Whinny Moor, song of the soul passing over, 

ii. 155. 
« Whip-dog-day," at York, ii. 273. 
Whipping the Cock at Fairs, ii. 273. 
Harvest Home 1 Whipping the Top, alias Whirle-Giooe, ii, 

262, 263. 
Whirlin Sunday, i. 65. 
Whist, ii. 266. 
Whistle, the, ii. 264. 
Whitbeck, in Cumberland, dead-wake kept 

at, ii. 143. 
White used as a mourning colour for garments, 

ii. 172, 173. 
Whiteborough, co. Cornwall, Midsummer 

Fire lighted on the Tumulus so called, i. 

168. 
White Plough, i. 280. 
White Rose usually planted in S. Wales on a 

Virgin 8 tomb^ii. 19(1^ 
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\\'\\\\9 1'hom WfM Afratnit Witches, i. 131. 

WUito \Yitchw, iii. ^. 

WiUTMN Air. i. X^l. 

how Aiioicntlv celfbrtt^ in Com- 

Mr. Pouo<»"» accotint of lb*, ibid. 

— At l^wtCixi. A.i\ l»5'}l. i. IW. 
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iii. 1—23. 
efinition of, iii. 1. 
xtracts from King James the 
emonology conceniing, iii. 4. 
harms against, iii. 13. 
aemorials of persons suffering 
in Scotland, iii. 17. 
eferences to numerous Works 
ig, iii. 21. 

ing of the, in the night before 
May, upon the Blocksberg, i. 

is hallowed on Midsummer Day 

. 171. 

ation of toward a bride, ii. 104. 

» prevent their secret influence 

iptial night, ii. 106. 

ith of the, iii. 2, 8. 

s of trying and detecting, iii. 2, 

es against, and when repealed, 
17, 18. 

and black, iii. 5, 6. 
ng, iii. 5. 
ind, iii. 6. 
; Isle of Man, iii. 6. 
i obedient to, iii. 6. 
s or tokens of, iii. 7, 15. 
ir opinion of Witches flying, iii. 

lent used by, iii. 8. 
lity to shed tears, ii. 14. 
axran, iii. 18. 

memorable as places where 
have been executed, iii. 18, 
burso, iii. 19. 

INATION of, iii. 24, 25, 26. 
il Charms against, iii. 29. 
JO. Kent, St. Eustace's Well at, 

iii. 155. 

ng, expenses of, to their husbands, 

ted from Poor Robin's Alma- 

45. 

nt practice of seizing by force, 

id, ii. 87. 

lay. Candlemas Day so called, 

5. 

ig the way, iii. 105. 

ir errors relating to the, iii. 106, 



Wolf-fish teeth found fossil, and in that state 

called Bufonites or Toad-stones, iii. 28. 
Walsingham church, co. Durham, garlands 

suspended in,ii. 187. 
Wolverhampton, custx)m of '* Processioning" 

at,i. 119, ii. 272. 
Woman, false to her husband, said to plant 

horns on his head, ii. 117. 
the idea met with in Artemi- 

dorus, ibid. 

why more given to Witchcraft than 



men, iii. 4. 
Woodpecker's cry, iii. 111. 
Wood-roof, etymology of, i. 163. 
Worshipping towards the East, ii. 194, 195. 
Wrack, a Spirit or Ghost, iii. 122. 
Wraiths, iii. 122, 125. 
« Wred-eld," ii. 285. 
Wrens, superstitions concerning, iii. 102, 103. 

hunted on Christmas Day, iii. 103. 

— names of the, in diflerent coimtries, 

iii. 103, 104. 

singular office performed by the, in 



Egypt, to the Crocodile, iii. 103. 

Wrestling, ii. 263. 

Wrexham, co. Flint, marriage custom preva- 
lent at, ii. 78. 

Wrotham, East, co. Norf., custom used in the 
manor of, i. 244. 

Wye School, co. Kent, custom at, on St. Ni- 
cholas's Day, i. 237. 

« Wyl n8s," ii. 142. 

Wyardisbury, co. Bucks, large Yew-trees at, 
ii. 163. 

Wyth, bringing home of the, i. 68. 

Xa/^i, affectionate exclamation of, ii. 167. 
Xenia, i. 6. 

Yeldham, Great, co. Essex, parish house at, 
for dressing Wedding Entertainments for 
the poor, ii. 91. 

Yellow mourning worn by Anne Boleyn for 
Catherine of Arragon, ii. 172. 

Yew, borne instead of palm branches on Palm 
Sunday, i. 71. 

Shakspeare's magic use of, ii. 161. 

■ branches of, among the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, used to denote a house in mourn- 
ing, ii. 161. 

why planted in Churchyards, ii. 159, 

161, 162. 



INDBX. 



Yew, a funeral tree among the Celtic tribef, 

ii. 162. 
Yew-trees of enormous growth, ii. 163. 

Yew and Cypress at funerals, ii. 191. 

Yew Bows, ii. 159, 161. 

York) ringing of the Pancake Bell at, i. 51. 

Lammas custom at, i. 191. 

Boy Bishop at the Cathedral, i. 233. 

ancient keeping of Yule at, i. 191. 

Whip-dog-day at, ii. 273. 

Dish Fair at, ii. ibid. 

Yorkshire, celebration of Twelfth Eve in, i. 14. 

procession on St. Blaze's Day in, 

i.30. 



65. 



custom of Carlings observed in, i. 

watching on St. Mark's Eve, re- 
tained in, i. 115. 

Christmas Carols in the North Rid- 



ing of, i. 268. 

Sword-dance of, at Christmas, i. 

268. 

Goose pies made in the North Rid- 
ing of, at Christmas, i. 290. 

Harvest customs of, ii. 16, 19. 

Garlands in churches in, ii. 184. 

riding the Stang in, ii. 118. 

superstition in, concerning the 



seventh son of a seventh son, iii. 144. 
Youling, custom of, i. 124. 
Young, Dr., imitation of the style of, ii. 222. 
Yren de Quarell, iii. 152. 



YoLB, formerly the word W9ed to tynfi 
Christmas, i. 258 — 262. 

Etymology of, i. 256, 2M, 260, 261. 

account of the Yule anciently kept at 

York, i. 261. 

Icelanders date the banning of their 

year from. i. 262. 

Yule Cakes, i. 288. 

Yule Clog or Block, burnt on Chrisfaias 

Eve, i. 254—257. 
Lines on, from Herrick's Hespen- 

des, i. 251. 

lighted with the remains of a fw- 



mer clog, i. ibid. 
Yolk Clog the counterpart of the Midsummer 

Fires, i. 254. 

, marked by bandages, i. 256. 

Yule Doughs, Mince Pies, Christmas Pik, 

and Plum Porridge, i. 288—292. 
Yule Gifts, i. 262. 
Yules, person's age reckoned by, i. 262. 

Zante, grief of a woman at^ in bewailing het 

son, i. 102. 
Zecharias, Pope, Introduction of, concemmg 

New Year's Day, i. 10. 
Ziz, fabulous bird so called, i. 97, 100. 
Zopata, ceremony so called in Italy, on St 

Nicholas's Day, i. 231. 
Zug, in Switzerland, fete of the Bishop and 

his Scholars at, i. 235. 
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